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_ Fort Saint George, l’ublio Works Consultation of 8th December 1857

No. 6. = Read the following' letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H
« B $] g . o .
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary fo Government, dated 19th Novembe,r 1857

No. 5329.

Sig,
I have the honor to forward herewith, for the ' : . )

able the Governor in Council, a letter No’. 237 daizgrsﬁzelgilr';z%:ige};efgl.;;?t};'e Right fonor-
intending Engineer Southern Circle of Public Works ; and there seems to b » from the Super-
should not solicit the early most favorable consideration of Government to\: ng 1‘e;zlson, wh).y I
tending Engineer’s application, cither to have his Staff salary re-augmented toa;x s t}ﬁ SuPE.%r-xn-
de-centralized, or to be favored with a transcript of the despatch to the G,ove_ ave his position
No. 2073, of the 6th, Instant, with 2 view to his appcél by Memorial to the II(:;lme{:; of India,
Directors ; one ar other of these three postulates forming, so far as I can see th(;r:ub(;e?t":);th(ff

’ is

present application.’

Letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer Southern Circle ; to Colonel
C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated 17th November 1857, No. 237 ’ olone

SIR,
With their order No. 2072, the Government have communicated to this Department
.. . ent part
Dated 6t November 1857, of a Despatch from tl:e Hono.rable the Court of Directors paras. 6 Pand
7, datc.:d Gth l\.lay 1857, relative to the duties and emoluments of S
ers, wherein the views of the Home Authorities are so explicitly laid dm:'lx;

perintending Engine
berty to appeal to them on the subject of that reduction of my salary

that I feel myself at full li
recently. carried out under their authority. .

@, The description of the duties of the Superintending EnO‘i'neers aflorded by th
Government to the Government of India, as quoted in para. E, 4 now to me y dthe .Madras
aware that such was to be my position under the altered system of Public W a‘;{ ad I been
hesitation in saying that I should have preferred the Office of District Engi orks, I have no
greater honor as well as emolument. I was however under the impression that :;nee{fas one of
» be established throughout India, and knowing that the Office of Superi ‘:“’ (;)_l'm system
gal and Bombay was not that of a Secretary, I did not anticipate Pt}rm ending Engi-
 functions ascribed here to the post I was invited to fll. Had I been acpuaint ]Z e Of- the
of the Madras Government, 1 should either have requested permission tg rem : Ymh the v1e.ws
ces, or I should not have offered the remonstrances 1 have done on the actua?‘?i::ug’i Pfown;
stances o

my Official position. . -
‘ 3, Butin truth I neither did, nor could suppose that the Government
allot & salary of 1000 Rupees to a Secretary for one third of the Presid W_o‘ﬂd propose to
.those of one Commissioned and two Uncovenanted Assistants. which ‘en(:l}('i independently of
Ministerial ofﬁce,.of Pu})“c Works as much as, if not more ',than bel would be to charge the
partmcn't, por is there any thing in the past working of the Central oﬂi(:ngts t'(l) the Revenue De-
sa,]ary or even the lesser one of RUPCG‘S 800 is ne'cessary except on the "’:olfn:[l:}:‘;:nfl thacgﬁiuch
° at the cers

“who fill the posts have claims to that amount.

4. Ttistobe observed that in the Civil Departments the Presidency offi i
ecretary are held b) men looking forward to rise in the servic)er 0a sesh S
e 8r.‘d J ud"-'}al branches are inferior to those of fhe Pro" o ; y emo}ume'ms ‘
their occupants aspires while with us the selections for these Secretariat ot s pove beon
wade from Qfﬁcers of long stal?ding and established charcter, acc rlta appomtmenfs fevendent
exercise of opinion’and authority in the sphere’of their duties’ Tilx1 . Om'ed oy etween
the cascs of 5uperintending Engineers and Secretarics to Gov‘ernm:r:: \::h; Oa;;nakfgyd bl(:tw:en
. raised both in

«tations and emolument by their appointment.

was t
- neer in Ben

.

to that of §
both in the Revenu
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 8th December 1857,
- S

” : ) . .
5. By their orders quoted in the margin the Government have however materially altéred

Noa 15361770 and 2062, the positions of the Sup.crintcnding Engincers and given to thosc Ofi-
dated 10th August, 17th  CCrS @ degree of responsibility incompatible with the. dutics of a Scere-
sgxp;ng;bfgw?ﬂd 4th No- tary, They are now the Consulting Ofticers of Government under the

: + Chief Engincer for territories each division of which is larger than

My-ure, and thercfore if their services are still required at the Presidency, it cannot be merely

for the transaction of orlinary business which could Le justas well performed by junior Officers.

They are responsible for their opinions and the principle of the service has always leen to at-

tach emolument to responsibility. Thus then the objections of the Honorable Court to the

. o , . . . M
larger salary no longer apply to the circumstances under which Superintending Fngineers are
now placed by the authority of the Madras Government,

6. It is satisfuctory to find that my opinions have coincided almost entirely not only with
the éfctual practice throughout India (except the lower provinees of Bengal where the Superin=
tendmg. Engineers still reside in Calcutta though with very different func:’iuns to ours) but with
the plainly declared inteutions of the Honorable Court, who manifestly supposed that the
Bengal Code Committee in fixing 800 Rupeces as the salary of & Superintending Engineer did
not contemplate inflicting on any Officers appointed to that situation a positive alosf‘, such as 1

haw:e umloub.tedly sus.taincd by being stationed at the Presidency except during the period in
which I reccived the increased salary,

7. D'held the appointment of Civil Engine

. er fromJ S secivi Stafl salary
of 700 Rupees per month, and tent allow anuary 1838, recciving a

ance of 4 Rupees a day which under the old rules became
nearly permanent, so that my Civil salary might be fairly calculated at 820 Rupees a month.

¥ ‘l M
The expense of travelling was partly compensated by the cheapness of living and on the whole

Ilconsider that my if\comc Wwas more available than it is now with a Civil salary of 800 Rupcees,
plus full batta, making a reccipt of 815 Rupees due to my Civil appointinent.

Comf:ittel: przxgo;x]ng 820 Rupees g the salary of a Superintending Enginecr the Bengal Code
. probably, i not certainly, overlooked the unfortunate difference in Regimental
;Ezzmgmgl-) b}e.twlcin the .Engmccr Officers of the three Presidencics, those of Madras llﬂ"?"g been
OLEI:} :u‘ : un: {y their brethren o.f Bcngal. and Bombay and though I am far from complnining
113 a3 a misiortune per se, I think that it should have induced greater consideration to the
p‘roposmon.by.the Madras Government, for fixing the salaries of Sbu »crintcnd%n Fagincers o
?{‘e:f“me I:rllncxple as that c:bﬂcrved in the case of first class Chicef Eiwinccrs iri‘*l"t‘:ﬁ"c‘y of
w:: Zm;.l:::r:;‘;ﬂ:)f If the C(fmmx.ttcc thought that 8§00 Rupees with I'?icl\l Officer’s allowance
equival;m t; Mad:::)g[\gzz:?so? in .B'.j})gﬂl and Bombny,' why should they not have allotted an
et pdras Ol or sery ices of‘ a purcly Civil nature, They must also have been
parent uniformity and { u:\’llix:c ";"t'cnjoy‘:d in Calcutta but denicd at Madras, and thus the ap-
orders of the IIonorablchour{ ‘; “). ‘tjfm'avowcd]y established becomes null in effect and 1?10
paragement of their Madras O{,I' “‘)“ e“_-'l'.Just and conclusive in Bengal, tend to the grievous dis-
Fhemgemone of thee 3 Cxcc«uﬁmnluor;,t }“"“Ch can scarcely have been intended, on such G“’u"dg -
been suspended in this Presidency pcxiﬁli: ot epctin of sl i e N
1g a further reference.

9. Itisremarkble that the incre

June 1836, No. 11 ase of emolument granted under the G, 0. G, G 17t
. 0. 117, toall grades of the Dv.partmunt has bLeen ohjr,':'led t‘o by the Hmmrnblc

Court in that of Superi i
perintending Enginee
3 r alone ¢
one class of fully qualified mc:)nburj ; e and thoush Tam not prepared to say that ﬂ."y
thcre has been in the appointment f‘;‘ovcr paid, T think that considering how little sclection
01 Lixecutive Oflicers geuerally, their advantages are com-

paratively much greater than t] E
¢ 10% 1 3 i
in a professi . os¢ of the Superintending Lngine ho have all o alifetime
profession to which they were cducated v e e e el pase
. .

10.  Even the prsent District L
former (.fml Engincer, and have for the most part an
though in some respects their responsibilities are oyl
ance with an extent of range not more () 5 o
25,000) full bart i i oo
25, atta, carriage of their Records
The pay and allowances of the suburdi

l’T' . . '
gineers have acquired consile F e

rable advantages ove
ained  theip pusitions much catlicry
anced, yet their superior travelling allowe
or GO0 wquare miles (while my first wad
» and office rent give them a decided superioritye
1ates are alwo lil ral beyond question,  Thus the infliction

and

T

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of Bk December 1857-

W .
oss under the new arrangement has fallen only on three Officers of the
had the option of accepting their present situations or submitting to super-
ogated from their reputations.

of actual pecuniary 1
longest service, who
session which must have der
i ev

11. Nothlll:gl\;: ° ;)8351';0;;3.. 7 of complete effect so that if any part were to be suspend?d
o h ); ou I,]t to be equally re-considered and I cannot but feel it as a hardship
the whole oug am deprived of one-fifth of my salary, 1 am not even

dience to those orders I ; :
beny change in the system which entails on me the heavy expenses of habitual
a i

Presidency. Uuder these circumstances I trust that I may be permitte.d to solf-

lanation of the views of the Madras Government as may enable me “:qth thelr
cit such an ex;:n * ialize the Hon orable Court with a view to obtain either the restoration of my
sanction to me

former salary, of the entire fulfilment of their instructions.
ormer 8 !

ident than the intention of the Honorable Court to make their

orde
in operation:
that while in 0
Jed to hope for

residence at the

ORDER THEREON, No. 22'%1'; dated 2nd December 1857.
No. 7.

: to which this letter refers being still under discussion with the Government of
Thedrf;tt;;onor:“ble Court, the Government do not consider- it desirable that they should
ia and the . tor Law
India nicate their views upon 1t to Major Lawford.
rnment is mot mecessary to the address of a Memorial to the
er Major Lawford will exercise his own discretion.

commu
ission of Gove
9, The permis

Honorable Court, and on that matt )
(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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