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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 1st December 1857.
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No. 83.. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Military
Department, dated 19th November 1857, No. 4125.

Read the following letter from Colonel F. A. REID, Quarter Master General of the Army; to
Colonel C. A. BROWNE, Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated
12th November 1857, No. 504.

Sir,

I am directed by the Commander in Chief to forward for submission to Government ori-
ginal letters (which be so good as to return eventually,) from Major General Coffin, Command-
ing Iyderabad Subsidiary Force, Mr. Superintending Surgeon Pearse, and Dr. Macfarlane, Sur-
geon of 3rd European Regiment, on the subject of the Barracks at present occupied by that
Corps, and in which II. M's. Royal Regiment will be quartered on its arrival at Secunderabad.

Government is aware that, for years, the sanitary state of these Barracks has been the sub-
ject of a most voluminous correspondence out of which, indeed, has resulted the building of the
new European Barracks at Trimulgherry. These latter are however now occupied by a wing of
I, M’s. 12th Lancers, and perhaps, under existing circumstances, it would not be politic to
Jeave the Cantonment of Secunderabad without European Infantry,and Trimulgherry is four

miles from it.

It is worthy of remark, that for these last 18 months the 3rd Regiment has been healthy—
and, indeed Dr. Macfarlane remarks that the sanitary condition of the Regiment has been better
than most since its arrival at Secunderabad 2 years and 7 months ago. Reviewing the, i;v;ihole
case, 11is Excellency desires me to say that uatil the question shall be finally decided as to the

amount of European Force we are to have at Secunderabad, he would recommepd ghe following

b

suggestions to be carried out. .
1. The wall surrounding the Barracks to be pulled down.
2. The defective drainage rectified as much as possible ¢kroughout.

3. The Parcherry improved.

4. Buildings in too great proximity to the Ilospital, to be pulled down, when it can be
done without incurring any great outlay. ‘

Under any circumstances, the Commander in Chief conceives these Barracks must be occu-
pied for some years, and ought therefore to be improved.

Letter from Major General J. C. COFFIN, Commanding H. S. Force; to Colonel F. A. REID,

. Quarter Master General of the Army, Fort Saint George, dated Secunderabad, 29th

October 1857, No. 339.

D

S1r,

It has appeared to me more than probable that the old European Barracks in the Canton-
ment of Secunderabad will continue to be occupied, and wishing to have the benefit of the ex-
perience of Surgeon Macfarlane, the able Medical Officer of the 3rd European Regiment, as well
as of Superintending Surgeon Pearse, in regard to these Barracks, I directed letter, cgby an-
nexed, to be written to the latter Officer. i ?

2. I have now the honor to submit to the Commander-in-Chief the replies of thé;e Ofli-
cers—It will be scen that as regards the Regiment now occupying these Barracks, there isno-
thing to object to on the score of health. Iimagine that for the last 2 years the sickness has been
less than in most European Regiments in India, and mortality unusually small, there can be

+ therefore on the score of health no objection to their continued occupation. ’
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at this earth work would take in the main part of the ground extending

down to the New Burying ground on the south, and to. the Bungalow. on- the Oopal road on
the east. The Coffee and Reading room, Staff Serjeant’s quarters, Band practice room and
Prison room, &c. &c. are all crowded down at the south side of the wall particularly at the right
corner, most of them are mean shabby buildings. They might be removed farther down and

stance from one another, in the space so formed to the southward.

scattered at sufficient di
The Cook-rooms, Privies, Canteen, Wash houses, Plunge baths, &c. &c., are all with in a few paces,

of the eastern oblong side of the large Barrack square, the effluvia from some of which must
vitiate the air ; by enclosing the flat piece of ground to the east of the Barracks, amply sufficient

Torded for all these buildings, nearly all of which ought to be well removed
¢ a broad clear space between them, and the Barrack

e e
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!r an intermittent type and ) at may be calleq matf:c.fm’ similar ¢ . c-imxc fiiscasc will alw i square already a deep nullah runs through the centre of that piece of ground, and by covering .
f from fever of 5 remittent ¢ 1artheea, whije Euro drous scasons, arc"““ _Wlnch have beep naye .be that over it would form an excellent main drain to carry off what comes from the Cook-rooms
| tf“')’ (sometimes of 4 Ty hylfe, and bowe] com Il)t" S suffer, ap 4 les chld!y aflected wigh '}M with i 8c. each Company has at present a miserable dirty small water room in a sort of closet at-the
: circumstances in which, nfe: ]:111 Chara“er:) and Eui:}?ts’ assumiy theamc F"tlc and from | ;kcc:: rof : end of the verandah of each Barrack. It would be a great improvement if 3 large spacious-
| My object in . 2y be Placeq, duripey :’nlf?’rf?aks will ¢ c‘;: Severe form of D;;scc:' i , water rooms were built in lieu of them, one in f:ront of the Grenadier and Light Company Bar- -
: nlet be done in imp:‘;;;;z’ssmg this opinion, js - : alarious gegy s, onally happen under nn): ¢ racks, to serve for th: usle c}f tht;se two gc:{:lp?meséand one at e;c.:hlen'd ;f l?:ef;rge Barr:ck e}zln;lo-
viding them wi], .18 as well, ¢ s> W0t that T yei. s 3 ‘ sure, to serve respectively for the use ol the four ompanies which inhabit the respcctive haives
{ the ofd styl;; v:;t?: :::ILTIOES betterh;gzzl t::; as the conll(.:lf:l:)? t}o be in ferreg, 0 : : of the Barracks surrounding the square.
| a mc}fly season hereaflt)err:) arracks in Ingi, [,pmtcct them ﬁ.Omt “uropean Tr:(:; much may 3 ! A new Prison room is much wanted, the present one is quite unfit, affording but little accom-
| occasions, the evil wi]] ceur, and the Eur, Ut £0 prepare th climatic inflye P% by pro- 3 , modation for Prisoners, and little or none for the guard over ihw, it is the worst building in
; f]a:}l‘lacks, however muc;tt(})lzce be attnp, ute(c)lpeif(l,n tS] Oldiers jp :hz::zhorit"‘s to °X:ccce:, t;:lnn Were r the square. In the rain the guard is much exposed as the sole shelteri s in a part of the verandah.
: 6s€ Teports, Y May have heen impm:e 1 Supposeq ) u:;‘:“'Cks Sufler a’, O:t:ll:]uld : ” The ration godown has been so placed that according as the wind blows, so either the Gre-
Y such sug,,cc:m‘y Sltuation of t]l: f : nadier or the Light Company Barracks must suffer from want of circulation in the air. It
STUOnS ay : . abuts ata right angle on the centre of the outside of these two Barracks and is both unsightly
It ought to be removed and placed elsewhere.

! and obstructive,
art of the Barracks, and is really an excellent building,

e e

s

— —
R R

Le}:ter fr |
| om Surgeon D. IWACFARLANE M 3
J 3 M, Dc Urd hr
adl'as Eu
r

intending Suree
geon GEORQY,
“PEARSE

Octob
er 1857, No. 45, U M, °Pean Regime

D, IIyd ne ¢ X 3
Crabag Subsidiary Forc; :10 Super-
» dated 9th

Sir,

far b )
e 9 \~ >
tter thap mo Jears and 7 months

then, we | epidemic 4t
ave sy ack of ra st, a
tion in the oldfrli:;d under no form of dai:m Ysentery, 1, Our arrivy) hn:: > oodus any
- e [ ’ re .
above 411 racks, for the last lsase ABing from nm ‘f‘:e lost tfew’ e sullored
Monthg "y fault i 4 men, and
our {y; n sityyy; » &nd since
y a‘.craf
re .

o

The lospital itself is the best p
commodious and airy, all it wants in the way of addition are quarters for the Medical subordi-
nates. But a most urgent necessity exists for a complete clearance in its neighbourhood. The
Parcherry Regimental Bazar, Native huts and nuisances of all sorts, surround it on two sides to
such an extent, that in one part, there is scarcely room for two men to pass between the native

houses and the walls. How such erections were ever suffered to occupy ground around the Hos-
whatever has been, a marvel to me ;

I can testify to the annoyances the continual voice
f a large native suburb has caused to many a poor sufferer, depriving

him ina state of nervous irritation, when quiet and rest were
To begin with the Parcherry, I say emphatically, a more
miscrable and utterly unfit sct of mud huts for the accommodation of respectable Euro-
vean Soldiers and their wives I never in my life saw.  The houses, if houses they can be called,
are small, low, badly tiled with few or no sanitary or domestic conveniences, erected in a con-

they are perfect ovens ; in therain they are

fined spot, and badly drained. In the hot weather,
puddles. There are of course, exceptions, but I speak of the mass—bitter and wavy have been

pital is,
arising from the vicinity o
him of sleep, and keeping
indispensable to his recovery.

the complaints made to me about them, by the women that have the misfortune to inhabit them.
1 would propose to remove the Parcherry over to the north east of the Barracks, on the other
side of the Oopal road. There is there good space, on a good slope, where good drainage would
be got, and pull down all native houses for 100 yards around the Ilospital. The ground on
which the Parcherry now stands, would form an excellent addition t» the Parade ground, and

the mud walls of the whole Parcherry would suffice to fill up an old Bowry, which for years
with its corrupting and stagnant water, and which is right in front
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‘\ have not fallen into long ’ere this. It is a double nuisance, being an open trap, to catch people
3 ater being unfit for use, is stagnant and malarious.
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~ » both mept, nce iy kecpinw the :, i t:; N E certain, that if European Troops continue to be located there most of what I have mentioned
a o ? L will be attended with ultimate saving to the Government—and far more incrcascd comfort to
‘ se Barracks.
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(Signed) R, IIAMILTON,

Major,
Ag. Dy. Secrelary ?

o Government,

good enough to request
0 have the Improvementg Sanctioned jn the above order, car-
Ce; an estimate of the cost of the works shoulq be Prepared ang forwarded withe
out de]ay, for the_sanction of Government

(Signed) 1, FORBES,

Acting ScCrefary to Government.
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