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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of st December 1857.

No. 76. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
" FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 5th November 1867, No.

4975.

Sir,

1. In forwarding, . together with a copy of the remarks of Colonel A.T. Cotton,
Commandant of Engineers, copies of & letter from the District Engineer of the Godavery Division,
under date 6th October No. 609, and its enclosure, aletter dated 3rd October 1857, to his address
from the Firm of Livingston Withers &. Co. of Calcutta, requesting that they may be permitted
to have the use of the new Iron Steamer at Dowlaishwarum, in towing their boats up the River.
I have the honor to recommend the application to the most favorable consideration of Govern-

ment.

2. Messrs, Livingston &. Co, who seem to have embarked with much spirit and vigor into
the undertaking of opening out a trade with the interior by means of the Godavery, state they
experience so much difficulty in sending up their boats to Buddrachellum, that unless they can
obtain the aid they seek from Government, they will probably be compelled to abandon the enter-
prize. Captain Rundall explains that the difficulties complained of arise from there being no
towing path yet made along the sides of the Gorge through which the river flows, in so deep a
stream as to preclude the possibility of the poling, and that, without steam power, boats can only be
taken up with much difficulty, and loss of time, against the strong head winds that prevail
throughout the Monsoon months. Colonel Cotton points out, in supporting the application for
the Stcamer, the inadaptability of the present Class of Godavery boats for the Navigation of the
River as another impediment, and it is probable that a more potent one still, is the unwillingness
of the boatmen, when not under their employers eye, to penetrate into a region still unfamiliar to
them. Messrs. Livingston &. Co, intimate their intention of at once providing themselves with
more efficient boats, and if, with the temporary help they now seek from Government, their en-
terprize, instead of failure, be crowned with success, it may be inferred that they, or other par-
ties stimulated by their example, will take measures for surmounting all difficulties by the re-
moval of the existing obstructions, and the introduction of steam power, with other improved

appliance

3. In the meam time, as an unfavorable result of this, the first energetic attempt to open
out the resources of the interior by the river route, would have as disastrous an effect on the
prospects of the trade as a successful one would be encouraging, it is hoped that the Government
will accede to Messrs. Livingston &. Cos. request, and authorize their having the use of the
Steamer, whenever it may not be required for public purposes, on condition that it shall be entirely
under the management of its own Commander and Crew, and that its whole expenses shall be
defrayed by the Firm while employed in its service. Colonel Cotton considers that, as the Crew
must be kept up, the cost of the fuel consumed should alone be charged but as the only plea for
the employment of the Vessel is that no other steam power is procurable and Messrs. Livingston
&. Co, have expressed their readiness to pay for the accommodation it will afford their trade,
the Government should I think be put to no expense. ‘

Letter from Captain F. H, RUNDALL, District Engineer, Godavery Division ; to Colonel
C. E. FABER, Clief Engineer, dated Camp at Dowlaishwarum, 6th October 1857,

No. 609.

SIR,

T have the honor to forward the accompanying copy of a letter received from Mr. Watson
of the firm of Livingston Withers and Co. of Calcutta for the favorable consideration of Go-
vernment. )

2. That mercantile firm has, as represented, been endeavouring to open the Trade on the
Godavery, and have as may naturally be expected, met with considerable difficulties at the out-
get. In order to assist them, I took 3 of their boats in-two of the steamer for a trial during

L
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of st December 1857

my late trip for a distance of 60 miles, when I was obliged to cast them off, i
delay the Steamer’s progress. » I order not to

3. The boats however returned to Dowlaishwarum i i
which they might easily have done. The difficulty of glc?tiiflzd %t;:tts:m%l:: I‘o Iiuddm'ch?num
in the want of a Towing path, especially through the Gorge where the E;Ve at far lies principally
of poling, and therefore until such has been made, the aid of stcamer . ‘SthO deep to admit
Paddles will be required during the monsoon months of the year as th’ o? doats propelled by
whole time down steam, so that no aid, or but little can be obtained frorrc: :Nh::; S(}))lll(x)ws }\early the
ree.

4. As Messrs, Livingston may be considered the Mercantile Pione f

and have expended, as Mr. Watson informs me, a lac of Rupees, on wlc’r-s{ e G

barely 1:eceived the interest. I would beg to recommend, that such, assist iich they have as yet
them without interfering with the plans which Government may have ‘i ot " be afforded
ing the Steamer, may be rendered to enable them to get down to th " contemplation for work-
purchfxsed. '{‘hey are anxious to enter vigorously and liberally intol:;;gof{s.t t T read
materially assist the general opening of the River, if by a little encourac iver md'e and it will
are rendered successful. I believe Mr. Watson intends establishing a fl gement their endeavours
the reaches between the Barriers, and as their trade will be almoste *}] Tlet of Boats
they would be ready and glad to convey Government Stores up tl e i y downwar
of course reduce the cost of Transit of their own produce b thg' l}f miver,
probably return nearly emprty. y thelr boats wh

oduvory,

1e produce already

to work on
; d, doubtless
fis it.would thereby
ich would otherwise

th 15. Inlthjs manner, stores destined for Chandah Nagpore, &e. would be ¢
L:ckftizpﬁd:i;elzly ‘;"I‘::; h;“:“}g a land postage of only about 70 miles, if the Doomgooder
and should th ’ G " . s Livingston of course are ready to pay for the use of the S=> -
¢ Government not have formed any plans for the Steamer's cmploymcnttearll;l;
’

would gladly pay her expenses for the ti 3
e e time the Qovernmcnt would be pleased to place her at

arried as far as

e

Letter from Messrs. LIVINGSTON '
. , WITIIERS and CO, and R. WATSO!
RUNDALL, District Engineer, God s,

1857,

LG ; to Captain
avery Division, dated Cocanada, 3rd October

S1r,

Ve h:
We have th? hon.or to request that you will bring
ment, the following circumstances {n refe b

you are aware that for nearly 2 v de on th
Y & years, we have 1 i p
stwee N ’ ave been endeavonring to open @ iv
between Chanda and Cocanada, but the difficulties have b o ey prent, and b
een so unexpectedly great, and the

result altouether so dis ear en.nO' a t we fc ar we s ]
S 1

, 3 h tem 2, that notw'lthstandin: 0Our enormous ou ll} .

be ob 1a:ed to abandon the uudertakin" \ . I ' , ' ha]

R . . , unless Gov HIET.
and assist us in carrying it out. ° : erament will in some measure come forward,

to the favorable consideration of Govern-

One of the chief difficulti
icultics on this side, is the § ibili
chellim mithont fhe stde, 1s the impossibility of sending boats ¥
o without the o thoef;:;z:;n. We have rep‘eatedly triéd it this season,gbut in :sct‘o ]i}nl:idm.
o Trom St V1 therefo re.spectf'ully solicit the Government to place at o l'y al the
Buddrachellum w, th::1 owlaishweram for the purpose of towing our b o o e
" are the 5 ) § oats t
D steamer,on e Iate!’;:;; ::ic:)uch to make this application fromathe svceess w}:)icll:nudtt?:(rln
when you were pleas: :
e et pleas:d to take our boats }
y up; and the result proves that she is in every way adapted forb:;“s o, P
¢ : \e purpose.

. We may further mention, that we have had a
since May last and have been unable to oet it dow
who have brought private enterprize tocimar i:“
and risk, *'We trust the Government will ajd g
thereby offer us some encouragement to pe

xqum:]tlty o'f pr'oduce lying at Buddrachellum
1, and considering that we have been the first

tl')'iﬂg' to Opcn this tr
ade at a very grea
s by a favorable re y great outlay

rsevere in the undertaking,

rence to the Navigation of the Godavery, We belicve

ply to ‘our application, and

Pt bl e s

e o - <mn e o - Loy oo s e 1y Saem o o

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 1st December 1857.

Letter from Colonel A. T. COTTON, Commandant of Engineers; to Colonel C. E. FABER

¥

Chief Engineer, dated 29nd October 1857, No. 516.

Sir, .
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th Instant, on the sub-
ject of the Government assisting Messrs. Liviogston’s house with the use of the Government

Steamer on the Upper Godavery.

Of course it is quite out of the question for the Government to place the only Steamer they
have at the disposal of one individual, and thereby deprive themselves and any others of the use
of it. But it seems exceedingly important to give the applicants every help that is possible.

I would let them have the help of the Steamer whenever it can possibly be spared from Go-
vernment work, and I should think as Captain Rundall suggests that, as the Government traffic
will be chiefly up Stream, and theirs chiefly down, the two things could easily be combined. I
can make nothing of their assertion that they have found it impossible to send boats up to Bud-
drachellum, as the Government boats have so frequently gone there. '

Captain Rundall states, that Messrs. Livingston are thinking of building boats for the river.

Till they do this, they will of course be able to effect little. The clumsy river boats, which are _
much more suited for sea than for Inland Navigation, offer so much resistance and draw so much -

water, that its ridiculous attempting to work the river with them. A Steamer would tow 500
tons in suitable boats probably as easily as 100 in the old native boats, and with half the draft

of water,

With respect to the charge to be made for the use of the Steamer, as the crew must be kept
up at all events, I would merely charge for the fuel, which will be quite insignificant according
to an estimate of Captain Rundalls, not more than } pie a ton a mile. Those who will thus en-
counter the first difficulties in working the river, I think should be charged the least possible
for any help from Government.

I would not however on any account give over the charge of the Steamer under any circum-
stances to individuals, but merely give orders to the District Engineer to consult with them and

make the best arrangements he possibly can to further their plans.

1 have before urged, that one of the Engines now unused at Dowlaishwarum should be put
in order, furnished with a boiler, and put into one of the boats. There is a boat there well suited
to the purpose, which can pass through the lower barrier locks. If she were fitted with Engines
and sent above the barrier, and her paddles put on her afterwards, she would work the river
between the two barriers, and then it would only be necessary to pass the large boats through
the locks, and no transhipment would be required. I would lose no time in providing thus a
Steamer for the river between the barriers.

st

No. 77. OrpER THEREON, No. 2208; dated 30th November 1R57.

The Chief Engineer submits a letter from the District Engineer of Godavery Division, for-
warding an application from Alr. Watson of the Firm of Livingston, Withers & Co. of Calcutta, for
permission to make use of the new Iron Steamer at Dowlaishweram, in towing their boats up the
river. Colonel Faber also submits a letter from Colonel A. Cotton, suggesting that the Firm in
question should be allowed the use of the Steamer, whenever it may not be required for Govern-
ment purposes, on payment of only the cost of the fuel that may be consumed ; while Colonel
Faber, in giving the application his support, recommends that it should be acceded to, on con-
dition that the Steamer shall be entirely under the management of its own Commander and Crew,

and that its whole expenses shall be defrayed by the Firm while employed in its service.

2. The Right ITonorable the Governor in Council concurs with the Chief Engineer, that it
is very desirable to afford every encouragement to this, the first attempt for many years, on the
part of a private Firm, to open up the trade on the Godavery, and that the result, if successful,
is likely to stimulate others to embark in the same undertaking. Iis Lordship in Council is

‘9{
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of st Decerpber 1857,

accordingly pleased to direct, that the Distri
.Withers and Co. to have the use of the Ste
on the terms and conditio

that it is always to be at the dlsposa.l of Go

ct Engineer be § instructed to allow Messrs, Livingston,
amer, Whenever it i3 pot wanted for publie purposcs,
0 suggested by the Chief Engineer, and op the distinct undcrstandmg

vernment, if required for the Public service,

(Signed) . FORBES,"

Acting Secretary to Government,
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