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Fort Saint George Public Works, Consultation of 1st December 1857.

No. 33. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to
H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 20th October 1857,
No. 4791. -~ ' '

Sir, :
With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1958, dated 19th Instant, I have the
' . honor to bring to the notice of Government, that the Chief Engineer
15 Abstract estimates. ‘ . . T °
15 Reports. has no power to sanction any repairs of irrigation .works, the amount of
7 Flans, which exceeds that of one year's Revenue; and that when the general
estimate is beyond that, it is most convenient as well as usual, toinclude in it, the whole of the
works proposed. " '
@, If the Chief Engineer were to sanction the estimate for repairs only, leaving the cost of
sluices or Calingulahs for the autherization of Government, on a separate estimate, great addi-
tional labor would be occasioned, and it might happen, that the latter works were either not
sanctioned at all, or so long postponed as to make the repairs useless.

3. I am not therefore prepared to issue the Circular order suggested by Government with
reference to works of irrigation, but think. that the power vested in the Chief Engineer, of
sanctioning ordinary estimates might, with great advantage be extended to the limit of two year’s
revenue, which was the extent of authority vested originally in the Board of Revenue, though

curtailed in later times. : .

4. Regarding the estimates returned by Government, I can only say, that they appear to
me of the class which cannot be postponed, without prejudice to the Reveuue, and as their
rejection will preclude the execution of the works till the spring of 1860, I would still venture
to urge their entry in the Budget of 1858-59. The amount of the 15 estimates now forwarded,
is Rupees (14,830) fourteen thousand eight hundred and thirty.

5. It is only by coastant attention to the preservation and improvement of the numerous
works, that the reasources of this presidency as derived from wet land can be sustaiped ; and
fecling as I do, the imperative necessity of economy at this junction, I yet cannot consider it is
truly observed by withholding from the ryots the means of cultivating in security. In only one
of these estimates viz that of Naidavoor does the estimate fall under one year's revenue, but it-

seemed scarcely necessary to make the exception.

No. 31 OrpER THEREON, No. 2191 ; dated 27th November 1857.

On the 3rd October last, the Chief Engineer forwarded twenty estimates amounting in the
aggregate to Rupces 18,111 for the repair and improvement of works of Irrigation in the
Chingleput District. OF these estimates, sanction was granted in Extract Minutes Consultation
of the 19th Idem No. 1938, to only five for new works and improvements, and as fourteen of the
remaining estimates provided for repairs, besides new works, and one entircly for repairs; the
Chief Engincer was desired to dispose of the items which referred to repairs, and submit for the
sanction of Government fresh estimates providing only for new works or improvements.

2. The Chief Engineer now states with reference to these orders, that he possesses no authori-
ty to sanction estimates for repairs to Irrigation works, when the intended outlay is in excess of
the amount of one year’s revenue of the work. IIe does not however quote the Rules which
 Page 556 of C. and §. 0 thus restrict.his sanctioning powers, and the Government are not aware,

of D. P. W., para. 36. of any. It is observed from para, 36* of the Rules recently published
under orders of Government, that the Chief Engineer is empowered to

sanction estimates for repairs to works of Irrigation when the amount * shall excced the highest
year's revenue from the work during the preceding five years;”

in dealing with the estimates in question.

8. The Chief Engineer further states that he is not prepared to issue a Circular, as sug-
gested in para. 5 of the orders of the 19th October last, already adverted to, prohibiting the

and as no limit has been pre~
‘seribed to such excess, the Government cannot understand what difficulty that Officer can have,
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‘ Fort Saint George, Public TWorks Consultation of 1st December 1857,

practice of including repairs and new works in one estimate, and requiring the submission of
separate estimates for these two Classes of work. 1Ilis reasons against this course being followed,
in Tespect to works of Irrigation are, that it would entail much additional I;
sluices or Calingulahs, when left for the sanction of Government on a separate” “estimate; - auight .
¢¢ either not be sanctioned at all, or so long postponed, as to make the }cp.urs uscless ' ['Ihe vr

- Government cannot perceive on what grounds the first assertion is made, fand b ity respt"ét‘go thc ,:

ccond, they cannot admit that new sluices, &c. required for i improving tfxc capabxlxtlcs of a hnk’ Y

are so dependent on the repairs, as to render the simultancous e\erutlon of the two c!nssts ‘of r¢
works indispensable. The Government observe that the repair of an Im"atlon work has.been
defined to be * the restoration of its decayed parts of carth, stone or masour), with smh addi- %
tions to their strength, or alterations of their form, as may be mdwnomz\bly nc.c«.slar), *and

 that estimates for such works can be sanctioned by Collectors in mamm’y cases, ! zmd by the

- Chief Ingineer, as already remmked when the amount exceeds the h!frhutymr 8 tcvenue from

. the work during the preceding five years. It would be a departure from, the (anabhﬁxcd system

*"of the Public Works Department, were the Gov ernment to under taLc to otc:cx:.e a pow or wluch
has been delcrrated to their Subordinate Officers, and their sanction dan only bc. given to: nsw,.“ g
works or 1mp10vements, for which separate estimates must be prepared and bubmxttcd. W e

4. The Government thevefore direct that the Chicf Engineer will ¢

~ tious issued in para. 5 of the orders of the 19th October last, and they also resolve to return to

that Officer the fiftcen estimates re-submi

tted with the present letter, in view to their being dis-
posed of, in the manner pointed out in para. 3 of the same orders,

abor and the requisite
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arry out ‘the 1r~shuc-

| o | (Signed) 1L FORBES,

Acting Secretary to Government.
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