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N Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 24th November 1857.

\ : .
R SO

No. 77. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultatron in the Mllitary De-

o - Partment, dated 7th November 1857, No. 3940,

Read the followmc Extract from the M1nutes of Consultation Pubhc Works Department
s relative to the origin, early hrstory and
Fczrlm‘:‘i;:ifggmmns of Fort Saint George. . g(Here enter 5th November 1807, No. 2068.)
: 3,

The Governor in Councrl sanctions the Estimates enumerated in the Abstract List submit
ted with the Extract Minutes of Consultation No. . 2068 of the 5th November 1857, 'and other
papers connected with the repairs of the Fort, amounting in the aggregate to Rupees (14,37,210)
“fourteen lacs, thirty-seven thousand two hundred and ten. : .-

2, Esnmate No. 22 for Rupees (ll 260) eleven thousand two hundred and sixty, ‘has been
already passed on emergency in Minutes of Consultation No. 337, of the 3lst January 1857,

&

(A true Extract.)

(Signed): R. HAMILTON, Major,
Ag. Dy. Secretary to Government,

——————

No. 78. ORDER THEREON, No. 2146 ; dated 21st November 1857

" Para, 1. Resolved that the Reports on the I‘ortxﬁcatrons of Fort Samt George, and the
estimates for the repair of their dilapidated portions, be brought to the notice of the Government

of India, with the recommendation of this Government, that application may be made to the

Honorable Court of Directors for the early prosecution of the works.

2. Itis observed that, of the 22 estimates amountrmr to Rupees 14, 48 478, referredto m.
the above Extract from the Minutes of Consul-

: Rs. .

Estimate for South Redalluneus cversenrererressens 34,3500 tation in the Military Department, the' work
do. North. ceer v 34500 of the Tunnel has already been executed on
do. North East Deml Basnon .“ . 43,000 Of th

<o.-do.  Saint Thome Ravelin.. . 75000 emergency. Of the remaining 21 estimates,
e ; t Thome Caponmere 40,630
‘e g:.. gglrnthLunette of Saint George Basnou e 48,630 amountlnc‘ to Rup ces 1437 210 the sanction

»

of the Government of India, will be solicited
to the six mentioned in the margin, amounting
to Rupees 2,76,260, in order that the works

comprlzed in them, which are ofa more emerrrent character than the others, may at once be
commenced upon. This will leave 15 estimates, of the aggregate amount of Rupees 11,60,950,
to await the pleasure of the Honorable Court. . .

e (Signed) H. FonBEs,'
Acting Secretary to Government.

Total.... 2,76,260

No. 79. Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched.

]é‘rom H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George; to the
Secretary to the Government of India, D. P. W., dated 21st November 1857,

No. 2147.

Sm,

Para. 1. Iam dlrected by the Rwht Honorable the Governor in Council to forward for
submission to the Right Honorable tbe Governor General of India in Council, the accompany-
ing Report from the Ckief Engineer on the
present condition of the Fortrﬁcatrons of Fort

Saint George, and the necessn_y of p.acmrr them in a state of complete efficiency. The Report

Dated 23rd Apnl 1856,
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. Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 24th November 1857.

gives cover to 22 Estimates, (each being - illustrated by a drawing marked with its own letter) of -

No.1. Extracts from the Reports of the Anaual Committees the prabable expense of restoring each of the

on the Fortifications of Fort Sai nt George, from 1 several dila 1 . Tl
to 1851, relating to the Sea face. & 800 Fect] p'dated works to a condition of
w3 do. do, North face. eliective repair,

the aggrepate expense involved
" 3 do.  do, Northwest and South west faces, ggreg Pens
w 4 do,  do. South face.

in the measure amounting to Rupees 14,48,470;
» 5 Description of Fort Saint George.:

e o FETES ot of tho Ko, of alnd 1s moreover accompanied by extracts from

 cots and men that can be located withinit, - 1€ Tecords of the Chief Encineer's office since

» 7 Notes on the state of the dilapidated portions of the the commencement of the pr:sent century shew-
. ?

Fortifications,

» 8 Statement of the supposed cost of the Fortificat; ing th s e ;

» the Fortifications, g the opinions e nual
pRointed to inspect gnd p ntertained by the An

» 9 Proceedings of a Committee a

0 Commi SR i
rﬁmr;a;sp?n the condition of the Sea face of the mittees on Fortifications, as to the condi-

. . tion of each i wi
J . . . v o
Es;.lxl:lai?zs %l:.n: ;: i?lzn’s‘tnracl‘il:;nﬁ :}?: ;irl);m'gcat:;)n ofaTunnel 41, er d Particular work; together ith
Memo, of the early History of Fort Sain;?cagxgpoe‘muns. ocuments, the whole of which are des-

cribed in the margin,
2. These papers are so fyl] .

. ¥ descripti
ﬂ'IElr cost, and the probable amount of tge ‘;e :)11' the e
tions, that it is scarcely necessary to do utlay Te
question, €0 more than giy

Xtent and strength of the Fortification®
quired to re-produce the dilapidated por-
¢ an outline of the present position of the

FOTt 18 Py ' .
- . en 10 No, 5, its intertan ¢
fleaxly 42 acres, and including outvcrorkgs1 cover 1\1?. s s interior is 2,014,600 square 5ard§ 01:
1t contains the Grand Arsenal, Barracks for S about 102 acres or nearly } of a square mile

an T .
several Officers, a Church an European Regiment including quarters for the

Hldings occupied by Civil and Military Offices  6;

t , .
» and the water cisterns, built tnder the casematés

» besides several by

months, at the rate of three quarts each a day, T of men with drinking water for four
more are wanting to complete the armament Y+ The number of Guns mounted is 143 and 556
s

- of cots and men that can be located withi ;1' a total complement of 534 Guns. The number
N the curtain and js given at
outworks of the Fortisgive

en. The cost o n
f the Fortifications is estimated at 20 million, oF ©

lacs of Rupees,

4. The notes in No, 7 m w
; . X ] 3 d th .“ i
of dilapidation for whi an ¢ 1lustrations accomnanying xters
and south Redaxi:,r thl;lcgo;l’f-e e e of India Ny osc;’:g;nie th: ' r:ge n;:e cnorth
arelin, the mophe somhast’. and south-east Depyg Bastion, the St p';lln):mc .a“d Wallajeb
Thome Rarvelin, the north and sout;]\nLe':;:ttOf Sft. hGeorge's Ravelin, the w.vest Lunette of the St].
€ of the Wallajah Ravelipn me and B9

sthe St. Thome and B

Caponnieres, and several other of the
pidation, some havin eith T are al eptosented in di e
g elther actually fallep, i or bej b state ot
s eingy

sooner . ) . .
or later, complete renovation, A Committee 41 n such a state of disrepair asto needs
ee a

condltlo,r.l of the Sea facz of the Ramp ppointed to inspect and report upon the
them, give a ver i

iffe nt of .
hf:;aen different portions of the Fortlﬁcati:l;e Te;u]t of their Investigations ; they shew that, 1;
: s !
2 separated from the Ramparts anq 1 the.dimensions of the masses of masonry cracke
which, eracks exist in the ¢ alls of the § to

rown of the arches of th ‘g face, agoregate 1,615 feet, in additioﬂm
0 ascertain to 1,042 feet e LCasematcs, amounting, as far as the Co

.
) 3 . 4%

Eslt)imate f\?r tl}:e South Redan... . Rs. Rs.

o. Nort do ---------- "Vseenna, ul....'._....... R ~ / :
D().. NOrth D '......... .............. vieuaa, -Markcd A 3Iv500 i _."}.‘ -
D o -east Demj Bastlon...... ..... Ceerieenan,, « do. B 314,500 & -~
Dz. Safnt Thome Ravclin..._.... 777 ereann., do. C 43,000 «

DO. Salnth Thon]e Cap"“lliere- ten, e, [X TN dO- l) 731000
20, outh Lunette of Sf- George’s Ra;'le;l‘i.r.\ ...... e doo B 10659

]1:;\). " Berms round the Fort... reeees do. F 18630 2,75»200
o, OUMETearp Sea e, e do, G 567,000
. trenenay, Prrrtiene,, *enee, do, l[ Q,O_’,.':OO

Y

e
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, Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 24th Novgmber 185.7."
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Do. South-east Counterguard....oevseeceieeierins sevrerorsane do. I 43,240 -
Do. Lunette North of Saint George’s Ravelin........... do. J . 48,630
Deo. do. West of Saint Thome  do. . .eeeereene .. do. ‘K 62340
Do. South-east Bonnette... ....... sersrsaenaiaeces eeerrann o do. L 17,700
Do. Galleries and Traverses round the Fort............... do. M - 87,100
Do. ° Lunette South of Wallajah Ravelin ........cccuuue ... do. N 85,710
Do. Wallajah Ravelin....... B SR do. O 683,690
Do. North Caponniere........c....c.e. tererereresetataree seene do. S 36480
Do. South-east SPur...eecceenceres cevnieene s hereens sesuee do. 'V 20,200
Do. South-east Demi Bastion....... eieeees ses TP do. W 57,900
Do. North-east blind in front of north Spur.............. . do. X 28,710
Do. - Blind in front of Lunette east of north Ravelin..... do. Y 21,400
"Do. Lunette west of north Ravelin......ccoooeuiviiiaannis e do. Z 2,850
' o : ——— 11,60,950
Do. Proposed Tunnel No. 22.0..cccveiimnneiane revrerturerasarnnnan rerreerernieennenns 11,260

Total Company's Rubees ...... e 14,48,470

6. The Chief Engineer states that all these estimates are far from being of equal urgency
or rather necessity, that some of the measures, 'though fully recommended, might be safe_ly de-
ferred, without danger, and without much ultimate increase of expenditure. The work which
in his opinion is most emergent, and which should be authorized for immediate execution to
prevent probable fatal accidents, is comprized in the first six estimates, amounting in the ag-
gregafe to Rupees 2,76,260 ; in addition to this he proposed the new Tunnel on the east front,

to supply the ditch with fresh water from the Sea, "so as to keep it fresh and sWeet, estimated
at Rupees 11,260, . -

7. The Report of the Chief Engineer came under the consideration of this
Government in the Military Department, and on the 4th June 1836, they sanctioned
the Estimate No. 22 for the proposed Tunnel viz. Rupees 11,260, for immediate execu-
tion on emergency, and authorized the immediate adoption of such course in regard to the
several works included in the first six estimates, as the Commandant of Engineers might cogsider
necessary for the prevention of accidents, further operations being reservéd untill the sanction
.of the Government of India had been obtained. The Estimate No. 22 for the Tunnel, the Go-
vernment of India will recollect was entered in the list of emergent works sanctioned in the
o “month of July 1856 ; and has been already suc-
cessfully executed. It was the intention of
this Govemmerit to épply for sanction for the. first six estimates, amounting to Rupees 2,76,260,
and to submit the whole of the paperé, in a printed form, to both the Government of India and
the Honorable Court of Directors, as soon as a sketch of the origin, early history, and subse-
quent alterations of the fortress, which they had galled. for as a desirable accompaniment to them,
should have been prepared and submitted. ’

To Government of India, 30th August 1856, No, 1551,

8. It was however only recently, on the 24th September 1857, that_‘. the Commandagt
of Engineers laid before this Government some plans, and a memo;andum de;criptive
of the early history of Fort Saint George, as far as it had been practicable to collect
materials. This latter paper has been printed, and forms part of the present correspondence
It gives a narrative of events from the year 1639, when the Rajah of Chundgherry invited the
Chief of the English Factory, then at Armagon, to remove his establishment southwards, and
granted him a piece of ground in'the small village of Madras whereon to build a Town and Fort.
It proceeds afterwards to give a description of the building first erected as a Fortress, 'fhe sums
expended from time to time, the features which the structure assumed at different perlods,. and

afterwards permanently retained at the close of the last century. The history of the fortress

since that period is contained in the Chief Engineer’s Report of the 23rd April 1856, whic.h
has been already adverted to. . - :

g e




1. 12, The Governm
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 24th November 1897.
, or

9. The Governmentlmuch regret the dela

y u i Re-
that has occurred ; the preparation of the
port has certainly occupied a much lon

-ance
ger period than they had anticipated, but large ?“1‘:“;: om
diﬂicult.y, involved in the collection of matenal

' in> the
d now be taken. The Governor in Council is keenly alive to the nc(;es.sity. of Plac:;:ures
shou} T at the presidency in a position of efficient defence, and concurring in the mf e be
Fornﬁca::nAs that end by the Chief Engineer, he submits the proposals of that Officer 1? tion
SUggeStT Zsideration of the Government of India, with his recommendation that.apP f“cr the
favol‘i}; :aode to the Honorable Cou » in view to sanction being obtained fo
Z;gy prosecution of the works, ‘

€

rt of Directors

» : . . : 4 t for the
10.  Ofthe 22 Estimates amounting to Rupees 11,438,470 detailed in para. 5, tha

re
cork out, the
Rupees, Tunnel ha.ving been alread y worked

22 Estimates ...............

ount
N e "ﬂ(e am
Merrettiieanae,..... 1448479 remain 21 Lsnmates of the azgreg

Deduct Estimate No, 22........... Teee eeesees 11,950

erDOf
*———— of Rupees 14,37,210 ; of these the Govern?

il
. ﬁrst €s

| 210 il irous thzt the six

Deduct Estimates Xo. 1 to ¢ recommended for the '. 1n Council is des r

sanction of the Governmen of India..... .. .. 2,76,260

‘hich
. 076,260, w

Mmates, amounting to Rupees "’16; d\.an the
—_— racte

) re emergent cha d he

Remaining 15 meates 1160950 are of a mo 15" rbe delayed, a0 be

others, should no onger be ¢ rder that t

Government of India to thepm, e to Rupees
. . ng

upon atonce. This will leave 13 Estimates, amounting

11,60,930, to await the pleasure of the Honorable Court, a0 f

S fthe

great:

Ties of ret
: s poli

. ¢r 1t hardly necessary to enlarge on the po
ing Fort Saint George, if fortress

are capable of defence

'gl.? ﬁ
which precludes guns bei Trcnsd" whil
to be a mere pretence of

~asur’ ¢
he Arsenal, (he Magzazines, and the Tr::,::k 'on'l "
3 >cquently exposed to bombardment and ; Aaced 1 ot
which they woylg © exempt if removed from the Fort an }in its P
ght be defendeq if the Sea face of the fortress were sound, but
guDs could not e fired from

nd as g defence jt is utterly uscless.

Sea, dangers from
These buildings
condition,

gm
. . fpopuiar tU7 e
- .. OTtsare to be yeepy in war or during times o f:, they £ s
Pt in repair iy Peace anq quiet times, jf not prepared whe :
wanted, they wil] pot be ready wh

and st € gd
en they are, there i seldom warning of war, i
have shewn how ¢

t 1
uddealy ¢he strong holds of even the British Governme? st

Trctsurlt
may be needed, ang what S policy it hag bee '

Ironeoy
Places incapable of defence

D to keep our Arsenals and

flece
re

cse

. . at th Y
] overnor in Counc;l persuades himsclf ‘hh {he € e
tions wil] already have oceurred to the Governmen of India, and that nothing tha t

O
re
. g this Fory more forcibly, than the sudden
late war with Russia, the risk there waq in 1836 of
America,

ce i Ubit
adi grecimnent with the
and the late unhaPP.Y events ip India, sa

15. Iam desired to add in conelu,

early date, a copy of this letter to the 11

to for""rd’, nd
1on that (he (overnment propose
early consideratiop,

3
ol
.o forma
- ir 10
vnorable Coyry of Directors, for the

o wil
¥ the repair of the Fortifiear: {
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A . e 7 { ee T T : 3 : : Pubdlic.
‘;1‘ ((y’/ Y @on - . g . . N ' ..
1! ': . ) . > ’ : - Fort Saint George,
S . : ' . : ‘ ' _ 21st November 1857,
i ' f No. 2147,
i ‘ o/ 110/\
1 ; ; * From
} ‘ ,; . FORBES, Esa, ,
! {V . ' . Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George.
! b i
{
To
(?,\ y A/‘,ﬂj 2/)@ o2t , The Secretary to the Government of India, D. I. 77.
7 J‘,‘GO."(X 'S ’/ Rdalngle : ' .
. ) . ‘p @Lﬂ' . : Sir,
. €. ,7[’).’ ,///(p Fe d/"’/ ‘ e I’ara-bl- I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward, for
4 ' submission to the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in Council, the accompany-
e / oo 27,37 T o , ing Report from the Ckief Engineer on the
Vo evennbor 7 i ' ' Dated 23rd April 1856, present condition of the Fortifications of Fort

Saint George, and the necessity of pl:stcing: them in a state of <.:omplete eﬁim:enc.y._ The Report
gives cover to 22 Estimates, (each being illustrated by a drawing marked with its own letter) of

f},’ o0 s e,
el h

A A A T S o it a1 A St g

; ) /) /ﬁ ye pand - / ) the probable expense of restoring each of the
. a - 7 - M . . ..
Vi (7 ocr )( (Q/l (/ ' No. 1. Extracts from the Reports of the Annual Committees o001 dilapidated works to a condition of
' e - on the Fortifications of Fort Sai nt George, from 1800 A . -
4 o / pyvAosom 1367 : to 1851, relating to the Sca fzfxce. effective repair, the aggregate expense involved
N ; L2 - ; - . . . rth face. : . . w
i f_ﬁlv . —D 2 ) . » ; gg‘ 32_ ggnh west and South west faces, in the measure amounting to Rupees 14,48,470;
. f P . 1 v . 4 . .
i S do,  do. South face. and is moreover accompanied by extracts from
) I /1 7€ < / g /o | ” ; Description of Fort Saint Georgg- o . P . y R .
P Y, 2 ¢ Yy /24 " & Memo. of the armament of :lhe horlz an{ll of the No. of ~ the records of the Chief Engincer’s office since
roy - B 4 e’ ' » d men that oan be Jocated within i, L. ) L
; ; Y, "--u‘/z-' y A{ 728 ‘/ ke ¢ . y Nofg:”o;‘l“th;” state of the dilapidated portions of the the commencement of the present century, shew-
s 7 7 /// ” Fortifications. e ing the opinions entertained by the Annual
| / 2~ - & Statement of the supposed cost of the Fortifications, o . . ) )
; 5 -, 7 fi= /)‘, y 7 : . " 9 Proceedings of a Committee appointed to inspect and Committees on Fortifications, as to the condi-
'. , o iti : : :
Y 770 aAl /. ~ Do 7 ;;Pf"‘;m‘g’m the condition of the Sea face of the ;) (e o0 p) particular work; together with
, ; &3] c . . e .
7 [ imates No. 1 to 22, including one specification of & Tunnel  other documents, the whole of which are des-
Estim 2
. i ! nd 12 Plans in illustrasion of the dilapidated portions. . R R
4 | M:m o. of the early History of Fort Saint George. cribed in the margin.
]
i

9. These papers are so fully descriptive of the extent and strength of the Fortifications,

~

their cost, and the probable amount of the outlay required to re-produce the dilapidated por-
tions, that it is scarcely necessary to do more than give an outline of the present position of the

%
=™
\.

QU" > i } question. ’
Q%Qf/ ‘ol : 3. The description of the Fort is given in No. 5, its interior is 2,04,600 square yards or
(}7’ ,f/ ’ 3 nearly 42 acres, and including outworks covers about 102 acres or nearly { of a square mile ;
. /° ‘ ‘ " it contains the Grand Arscnal, Barracks for an European Regiment including quarters for the

: several Officers, a Church, besides several buildings cccupied by Civil and Military Offices : 6,000
- g ’ - men are required for the defence of the Fort, and the water cisterns, built under the casemates
V) J_ﬂ o ,l) - . : of the Sea face, are capable of supplying that number of men with drinking water for four
“ (Xe- - / : months, at the rate of three quarts each a day. The number of Guns mounted is 143 and 335
; : more are wanting to complete the armament, or a total complement of 534 Guns. The number
e . ; of cots and men that can be located within the curtain and outworks of the Tort is given at
1,908 cots and 2,525 men.” The cost of the Fortifications is estimated zt 20 ‘million, or 200

lacs of Rupees. . -
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4. The notes in No. 7, and the illustrations accompanying them, shew an extent
. of dilapidation for which the - Government of India will scarcely be prepared. The north
. , and south Redans, the north-east and south-east Demi Bastion, the St. Thome and Wallajah
. ; : Ravelins, the north and south Lunettes of St. George’s Ravelin, the west Lunette of the St.
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the list of emergent works sanctioned in the

vernment of India will recollect was entered in
) month of July 1856 ; and has been already suc-

. inoat of Indis, 30th August 1856, No, 1551. . alread
“To Governmen - ° s cessfully executed. It was the intention of

this Government to apply for sanction for the first six estimates, amounting to Rupees 2,7G,260,
and to submit the whole of the papers, in a printed form, to both the Government of India and
the Honorable Court of Directors, as soon as a sketch of the origin, early history, and subse-

quént alterations of the fortress, which they had called for as a desirable accompaniment to them,

<hould have been prepared and submitted. .

. It was however only recently, on the 24th September 1857, that the Commandant
of Engineers laid before this Government some plans, and a memorandum descriptive
of the early history of Fort Saint George, as far as it had been practicable to collect
This latter paper has been printed, and forms part of the present correspondence
from the year 1639, when the Rajah of Chundgherry invited the
Chief of the English Factory, then at Armagon, to remove his establishment southwards, and
ted him a piece of ground in the small village of Madras whereon to build a Town and Fort.
ards to give a description of the building first erected as a Fortress, the sums
to time, the features which the structure assumed at different periods, and
ly retained at the close of the last century. The history of the fortress
ined in the Chief Engineer’s Report of the 23rd April 1856, which

materials.
It gives a narrative of events

“gran
It proceeds afterw
expended from time
afterwards permanent
since that period is conta
has been already adverted to.

9. The Government much regret the delay that has occurred ; the preparation of the Re-
ainly occupied a much longer period than they had anticipated, but large allowance
labor, and difficulty, involved in the collection of materials from
subject is now quite complete in all its parts, and it is hoped
that the papers will enable the Government of India to decide at once on the measures that
should now be taken. The Governor in Council is keenly alive to the necessity of placing the
Fortifications at the presidency in a position of efficient defence, and concuwrring in the measures
o that end by the Chief Engineer, he submits the proposals of that Officer for the
ideration of the Government of India, with his recommendation that application
Court of Directors, in view to sanction being obtained for the

port has cert
must be made for the time,
records dating centuries back. The

suggested t
favorable cons
may be made to the Honorable
ion of the works.
02 Estimates amounting to Rupees 14,438,470 detailed in para. 5, that for the

: Rupees. Tunnel having- been already worked out, icre
eveeecmneirenn e 1448478 remain 21 Estimates of the aggregate amount

22 Tstimates....oc ooy, e 1200

Deduct Estimate RO #% D' of Rupees 14,37,210 ; of these the Governor
o5 No. 1 to 6 recommended for thel4,37,210 in Council is desirous that the six first esti-
cSs' .

Estima . . . .
Desg:ﬁion of the Government of India..«c... ... 2,76260 mates, amounting to Rupees 2,76,260, which
. are of a more emergent character than the

s i veersreon aveenn s+ 11,60,950
emaining 15 Estimates... s eerevesioves ,60,
x i others, should no longer be delayed, and he

would therefore solicit the carly sanction of the Government of India to them, in order that the
works may be commenced upon at once. This will leave 15 Estimates, amounting to Rupees

11,60,950, to await the pleasure of the Honorable Court.

early prosecut
10. Of the

desires to explain that, considering the magnitude of the
pair of the Fortifications, the execution of the work will
so that the outlay in no one year will be very great.

11. The Governorin Council

outlay that will be required for the re
necessarily be spread overa number of years,

12. The Government consider it hardly necessary to enlarge on the policy of repair-
if fortrasses are of any value, they can be of value only when they
and to retain a Fort in a state which precludes guns being fired from a
large portion of its walls, appears to this Government to bea mere pretence of strength, while,
it is a source of weakness. The Arscnal, the Magazines, and the Treasury, are all
placed in the Fort for security, are consequently exposed to bombardment and attack fr(-)m the
Sea, dangers {rom which they would be exempt if removed from the Fort and Izlac:ed inland.
These buildings might be defended if the Sea face of the fortress were sound, but in its present
condition, guns could not be fired from it and as a defence it is utterly useless.

ing Fort Saint George,
are capable of defence,

in effect,
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18. Tt is manifest that if Forts are to be usefulin war or during times of popular tumult,
they must be kept in repair in peace and in quict times, if not prepared when they are not
wanted, they will not be ready when they are, there is seldom warning of war, and late events
have shewn how suddealy the strong holds of even the Bntlah Government ia India

may be needed, and what erroneous polxcy it has been to keep our Arsenals and Treasuries in
places incapable of defence,

) 4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council persuades himself that these reflecs
tions will already have occurred to the Government of India, and that nothing that he can s;ly
will prove the Necessity for repairing this Fort more forcibly, than the suddcn nature of the

of
late war with Russia, the risk there was in 1856 of a disagreement with the United States
America, and the late urhappy events in India. ‘

15. T am desired to

early date, a copy of this 1
early consideratjon,

an
add in conclusion that the Government propose to forward, m:m
etter to the IIonorabIe Court of Directors, for their information

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) . FORBES, ‘
Acting Secrelary o Government. |
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