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~Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th November 1857.

No. 7. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 23rd October 1857, No. 4686,

SIR, .

With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated the 12th August last' No. 1575,
negativing Mr, Merrall’s claim to Travelling allowance, I have the honor to submit another letter
addressed to me by Mr. Merrall, in which he still further urges his claim, but at a reduced rate, "
and for which he has submitted a Bill amounting to Rupees 353, three hundred and fifty three,
the bill is stated to be for travelling whilst in the execution of his duty as Civil Engineer in
charge of the Bezoarah Workshop, and also as Engineer in charge of the Kistnah Bridge viz.
From January to July last, the distance travelled during this period in going twice a day.from
his house to the workshop as is computed at 616 miles for which distance at (8) eight annas a
mile including charges for some extra Travelling, makes up the amount to the bill in question.

2. Mr. Merrall founds his present claim upon certain observations contained in a despatch
from the Honorable Court of Directors and communicated with Colonel Baker’s letter of the
20th January last No. 519, In this Despatch the Honorable Court, alluding to an allowance
of (43) forty five Rupees a month granted in Bengal &c., to Civil Engineer’s sent out from
England and (30) thirty Rupees, to Supervisor’s to cover all travelling expenses within a radius
of five miles, suggested that mileage allowance at the rate of eight and four annas respectively
be allowed instead as well within, as beyond the five miles radius and Mr, Merrall accordingly
prefers his present claim upon this suggestion of the Honorable Court. I do not think however
that the circumstances under which the allowances are granted in Bengal to Civil Engineers are
similar to Mr. Merralls case in this Presidency. It appears to me from the whole tenor of the
Courts Despatch that the allowance in Bengal is intended for the purpose of enabling the Civil
Engincer to meet his expences of Travelling on duty inspecting works &c., within a radius of
five miles, and not for the purpose, as in. Mr. Merrall’s case of defraying the ordinary charges
for being conveyed a short distance from his place of residence to a fixed place of business. In
fact the ITonorable Court’s suggestion to change the fixed allowance into one of mileage, con-
forms my opinion of this view of the case and nullifies Mr. Merrall’s claim to compensation for
being conveyed to and from his house to the workshop.

I must not however omit to observe that the practice in Bengal affects Rule I, of the
Notification of this Government of the 27th January last which requires that a distance of at
least five miles a day should be travelled to entitle a party to travelling allowance whilst in that
Presidency (so far as regards Civil Engineers and Supervisors sent out from England) a fixed
allowance of (45) forty-five and (30) thirty Rupees is allowed for Travelling within a radius of
five miles. Under these circumstances I beg to recommend that the exceptional allowance as
as it is termed Jn Bengal or the allowance suggested instead by the Honorable Court be granted
to Mr. Merrall on account of the Kistnah Bridge which he states he has been in sole charge for
the past eighteen months. This allowance it is respectfully recommended should be drawn by
him from the date on which he ceased to draw travelling sllowance up to the date on which the
work in question was stopped, I trust the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will take
a favorable view of the present claim of Mr. Merrall, as from his personal character he does
merit any indulgence which the rules or practice of the Bengal Presidency may seem fairly to

countenance,

Letter from Mr. E. E. MERRALL Civil Engineer ; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engi-
neer, Department Public Works, dated Bezoarah, 24th Aligust 1857.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication, dated Fort Saint George,
August 17th 1857, No. 2999 being a reply to my application for Travelling allowance, and ine
.forming me that the Government of India refuse to accede to my claim, although they had before
informed me that the allowance I now ask was in accordance with the agreement entered into
with the Court of Directors in England, '
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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultatz'én

0% of 17th November 1857,
CTtis difficult to reconcile statements

of so conflicting a character and the Civil Auditor appears
to have felt the dilemma as well as myself, .

Upon perusal of this Document it
pecial reference to the Covenanted Civil T

to that clause in our agreement which I had before referred to 1t seems that the Bengal Governa
ment had allowed to those gentlemen buggy allowance at the Tate of Rupees 45 per month for
all distances under 5 miles and annas § per mile for a]] distances beyond, the Court of Directors
however suggest that the mileage rate of annas 8 per mile should be adopted for short, as well
~ as for long distances and a copy of this is. forwarded to all the Madrag Covenanted Cix:il Engi-

neers, for their information: mine bears date Mareh 5th 1857, being subsequent to the abolition
of tentage, 7

. unts during
that time to 616 miles ag will appear by the statement annexed,

This distance was not optional but ¢
as possible, and I would have gladly placed i
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8 per mile for this distanc
understand its meaning,
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liew thereof I ¢
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In the recent reply received by me from the Government ther .
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which I may be permitted briefly to allude. . . . . § points to

1t is stated that the Tentage formerly paid to me was obvious]
allowance, and to be Paid only when the Qfficer was qua
is correct how came that allowance to 1
lists the Government must have known
notion, qualified for detached employm

and actually engaged in detached empl

Yy intended for Marching

lified for detached emp] if thi
. ployment, if ¢
e paid to me for 18 months , n’splectilz:rs:

paid s when from my i
1at L was not marchin to their
Y qualified fop

. 7 and wag not, according
ent, although, in realit
r I came to India.

s I have been ay]
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I am likewise addressed as. L charge of the Workshops th
18 months past I have been also in

my sole superintendance,
District, and one which P
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le Company... e ves
{,« gﬁeﬁ[{gw;\al%;RA{L, Civil Engineer Kistnah Division.
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o Civil Engineer in
i ile 1 ion of my duty as Civ: g
- travelling while in the execu.tlon 0 : e
ot Bosor d;e\i’;(f)cl)ﬂ:shops and also as Engineer in charge'of the Kl?m;tr r(ll e%ucting
chargo of Betzo?x?l 31st 1857, inclusive at the average of 4 miles per day, 2 A
st to
Januar}:llbt d 33 working days absent from illness and other causes 61'6 miles a 5 08
26 Sull ays an ” b 3 B GarQss s s e IRt eE P I P eVERDS BRSPS e RTINS SIS RIREY
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order

Total Rupees... 3853
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Extract from a Despat 93 of 1856, dated the 20th August.
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(True Extract )

- ) ]
i 7 . BAKER, Lieut.-Colonel, o
(Signed) - B ’ Secre’tary to the Government of India,"



4  Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th November 1857.

Ordered to be communicated to the Chief Engineer and Ciyil Auditor,
mation and guidance,

for their infor-

———— ey

No. 10677,

Resolved to forward Copy of Extract Minutes Consultation No.,
1857, to the under mentioned Gentleman,

‘W. Fraser "Esq.,
J. Dopping Esq.,
J. Biggers Esq.,
E. E. Merrall Esq., )
H. B. Huddleston Esq,,
G. Taylor Esq.,
Central Office D. P, 'W.,3

Fort Saint George, 5th »

(Signe_d) C. C. JOINSTON, Captain,
March 1857, J

Acting Superintending Engineer Northern Circle,
No. 8. OrpER THEREON, No. 2094 ; dated 12th November 1857,

Para. 1. The Chief Engineer submits a further letter from Mr. Merrall, Civil Eno-ineel:’
on the subject of his claim to travelling allowance. The Government have already, ir;: their
Resolution of the 12th August 1857, No. 1575, entered upon a full consideration of Mr,

Merrall's claim on the grounds then advanced by that Gentleman, and they had hoped that their

decision would have been received as final, and did not anticipate the present further reference.
o

2. Mr. Merrall now founds his claim, it is stated, upon certain observations contained in a

Despatch from the Honorable Court of Directors communicated in Colonel Baker’s letter of the
20th January 1857, No. 519 ; which he regards as favorable to his cause.

; . [ ; The Government
however cannot think with himn in this matter; on the contrary they deem the Honorable Court’s
Despatch as clearly in favor of the view they have taken of the questicn.

3. In their order of the 12th August above referred to, the Government negatived the
interpretation put by Mr. Merrall on the terms of the Covenant entered into by hi:n with the
Honorable Court of Directors, and ruled that the terms, ¢ that the said Company, or their
¢ Government in India, shall make such allowance as they ma

¢ A y deem adequate for his travelling
* expenses” referred, “ to real and bona fide travelling,” and not, “to the expenses of a Convey
ance to take him from his house to his office.”

4. In aletter dated the 12th October 1855, the Government of India informed this Govern
ment that the Covenanted Civil Engineers and Overseers sent to that Presidency ¢ recej .
travelling expenses to the places of their destination, and are subsequently allowed s;s ectijle‘lle
Kupees 45 and Rupees 30 a month. Horse and Buggy allowance; and 8 annas and Iz; annas);,
mile travelling allowance for distances exceeding five miles from the Stations,”
that the practice should be uniform at all the Presidencies,
should be enforced in the Madras Presidency,

They thought
trary. This Government however a

and suggested that the Bengal system

: unless there was strong local reason to the con-
ssigned their yeasons for preferring the Tentage and travel-
ling allowances already allotted to the Covenanted Engineers and Overseers
viz. to the former, ¢ the Tentage of a first Assistant Civil Engineer,

at this Presidency,
the latter, ¢ travelling allowance at Rﬁpees 50 per mensem when on

Rupees 3 per diem,” and to

actual duty.” The Govern-
ment o.f India admitted the views of this Government and allowed the arrangement then existing
to continue. ‘ .

5. Itis in reference to the Bengal practice that the Honorable Court of Directors,
Despatch referred to by Mr. Merrall, say that the allowance of 8 annas and 4 annas per

in their
s travelling expenses” is consistent with their intentions, but th

mile for

: ‘ at the clause inserted in the
Covenants, and quoted above, was notintended to sanction the further allowances granted for
Horse and Buggy.

393, dated 28th February
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: s true that the -
: - n It istrue t !
 allowance that Mr: Merrall now seeks to Obtl?ctwance, but that was1n
6. This1s the,gef}' ost a mileage in preference to the BuggY.d‘; ey, from & misconception
Honorable Court di ?“eg ilready introduced under the Bengal PreIs: o ;1 ey, where the practice
reference 10 th: I;fac(t?mvenant and does not apply to the Madras r
i the Lo L] . } .
of the mtent. o | \
did not obtain.

. Assistant Civil

& ‘ o o Engineets' o Te“tage(‘;fﬁ:e::t This allowance

w. Tn assigning to the laced them on the same footing as those . iy

Engineer, the Governn’}ent I:l:d to keep up marching establishment, ztxg v b

-0 ohrendy S tice reviously existing, without referenceg to B oy e .

B ] under O pe sle)ded by the rules pub\ishe:d on the 27 L 7 O tion

these o b oo S“Perf the Department of Public Works, cam  under O g o

Ml ke ot S t have already said that they see 1O ;easadhére o
o e e The}g“;j{;‘:‘:ﬁ‘ and the rest of the Department, and they

distinction between & |

(Signed) H. F‘ORBES:

Acting Secretary o Government.
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