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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th November 1857. V

No. 3. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chie‘f Engineef ; to

H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Sgcrétary to quernment, dated 4th November 1857,

No. 4955,
i SIR,
\
With reference to

1 Letter from the Civil Archi-
tect No. 843, dated 6th
June 1857,

1 Copy of a letter from the
Trustees of St. George's
Cathedral No, 10, dated
12th August 1857,

1 Abstract Estimate.

Extract from the Minutes of’ Consultatidn No. 439, dated 14th Novem-

ber last, I have the honor to forward for submission to. Government
Plans and an Estimate, amounting to Rupees (13,140) thirteen thousand,
one hundred and, forty for certain improvements proposed to be made
in Saint George’s Cathedral. R

2. These Plans have been carefully considered and prepared by

8 Plans. the Civil Architect, in communication with the Trustees; and are in
I_Ef"por" complete accordancg with the views expressed in their letter, copy of
12 which accompanies this, T ‘

3. The estimate after careful revision in this Office, was returned to the Civil Arclﬁtect,

for reconsideration of certain rates which appeared high, but I am now satisfied that Colonel
over calculated the cost of improvements, which I need hardly observe, must

Atkinson has not
be of the very best description, as to materials and workmanship.

4. The alterations consist of throwing open as far as practicable, the Western eutrance of
the Cathedral, lengthening the Chancel, extending the Vestries, in the north one of which the

Organ is to be placed.’ : 4
5. The Seats, are to be entirely re-arranged, and the Pulpit placed near the centre of the

Nave ; the Bishop’s Throne, being on the opposite side.

to the great adventage of these alterations, the ~ ° .

6. 'There can I think be no question as
r as a Cathedral,

effect of which will be to assimilate the Church more to its present characte
and I may well offer my entire and earnest recommendation of the plans. ' : : :

7. The present number of sittings, including privileged- seats, is 321, and the number
under the new arrangement will be 334 or 13 more, so that it is not so much increased, as im-.
proved accommodation that will be gained; but this I consider of much importance. In addi- ‘

pearance of the interior of the Cathedral, the removal of ‘ ‘

tion to the vast improvement of the ap
the Pulpit will further secure the congregation much better means of hearing, great inconvenience
having been felt hitherto, from the very defective and imperfect transmission of sound, to all but

those in close proximity to the Clergyman.’ ‘ ‘ :

Letter from Lieutenant Coloqel W. H. ATKINSON, Civil Architect, Presidenéy vaision ; to
Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated 5th June 1857, No. 343.

SiRr, ' ‘ '
In obedience to the orders of Government as conveyed in the Extract Minutes of Consul-
~ tation No. 8279, of the 22nd November last, and your annexment to the same, I have the honor
to forward a Plan with an Estimate, the former shewing the proposed re-pewing of Saint
George’s Cathedral, Madras, altering the position of the Pulpit and Reading Desk and further
for throwing open as far as it may be safely done the whole width of the Church at the Western
entrance. And this I'beg leave to mention can only be done by making passages of the 2 Vestry
rooms at the west corners. For to remove any of the masonry there might endanger the

stability of the Steeple itself and is therefore I preéume not to be thought of, -~

epared in communication with the Trustees or rather their

9. The plan which has been pr .
representative member Mr, Birch must therefore be considered as rather their plan than my own,




Fort Saint George, Pullic Works Consultatioy; of 17th Novemper 1857. ‘
The architecture of the Cathedral is' what g

: ! o é termed Roménesque and how fap ddding, on 4
Qothic or groined ceiling with a dome outside y

will be consistent with the present s; 1
ot . ‘ imply arcl
ceiling, T must leave it to yourself and the authorities to determine, d 7y arched '

. ditional sittings vo:
viz. 6.~For lé;]gh: JHonb]e. the Govertior. &S will be o b g4
6. For ief Justice, T to be 348 of which | H
4. For Paisne Judge, - the Choristers whg 4 are log by
. 5. For His Excellency the Commag.

O &% present are in the organ loft leavine -

aving

der-in-Chiof. only 334 con i W : . 2

8. For Councillors. y i gregatxongl seats. Whereag I yesterday morning

4. For Chief Secretary, counted the present numbey of seats and omitting were giqa’
™ or back bencheg in ef - ‘

96 Freé Seafs, .

173 Paying or privileged in body of the Chiircli,

29 Sittings near the Pulpit and Readlng desk,

2 In chairs between them.

28 In the 14 doubls chairs i1 the centy

Total, 321 Sittings in Cathe

¢ aisle,

dral at present,,

Letter from the Trustees of Sajnt George's Cathedral; to Colone] C

S'IR,’.

Adverting to Extract Minyte

s of Consultat; No,
dated 14¢h November 1856, and e

with reference to para,

d our views regarding th
ore readily come under
ed to Government

439, in the Fecleg;,
8 of these orders,
ace upon recor
alluded to, that they may the m

with your 2pproval, be submitt

s With an
2. 1 The internal arrangements of the Cathedra]
Materially dependent o, each other, that it will per}

. h i
the question of throwing open the ivest end of tll): sﬁ;}{e idVlSﬂb]e, e o frst
8t that end, Se

» Placing the Organ in the Centre
3. Whether that Part of the Edifice will

ments would require, is a matter w
the walls appear to hay 1]

rabl? to confine the improvements 10 opening oy the doory,
moving the large Staire ; ] ’ '

is only

] : . E- FABER’ M n s ’
neer, dated 12th August 1857, No. 10, . Chief Engi

astical Department, f
we think it expedient,

dispose of -

Sun, which now
one dogr available,

—t

Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 17th November 1857.
ort RaLny ’

s

i ‘ v situation for the Organ in thi.s Cathef-
4. We %ubmit tﬁat- tt}:;i:; ?2 :: 3;;1;;’;;}23 ?EZ?neg, only 32 fee.t) that it would be lTiI:(.:t;
e e emith any claim to be considered a complete mstrumenthon i;;; o ,t o
cuble to ploss &7 Vi “1]: it aln{ost upon the ground; this would block up the wt o of the
would be necessary tobplilldina at that end, which is for many reasons an .arrang‘ex.n@ c::l o
zentl-e ptox;ltlo“\;ffi‘ttlh(:heuorga: in this position, it is imp(})}ssi;le ;hita?dwlgi sg;:zi(: e
D in & sat ; the distance between the Reade : o
formed it & SatleaCtor): e e i f seventy-five feet, that in the Confession,
o o lstii(l)us'g (!;i‘?:l:eb:;:fi;ep::a:}:{ciu?d be repZated with him“, theh s;;nd of the
;}’}e _Ciee’d 32?(::‘;:};'?1?1.1)' drowned by their own, they are obliged to follow by chance.
inister’s

 to bri i ngements and
ith th reliminary remarks we proceed to bring upéef notlcedtlsfeax;ie:) utid entsand
4 5.. With t eseol:lceive best calculated to attain the objgct in YIZW 1lathibi‘tim e T
e rtion to the accompanying Ground plan of the Cathedral, e g
est your attention to A uying G ,
;lnl:ents i)roposed with regard to Pulpit, Sittings, &

‘ ' pi t materially changed.
, th ition of the Pulpit has been mos _
i d, that the position o ' irally changed.
M It_wﬂl bhe (:bsirv:es,ent very many members of the congregaﬁlofl c:nt?ielst:ileseated o hear
b : . 1 fine o
It is notorious, :1 :hat u?xless the enunciation is very.cleaf, angc §1s ]; I;Iming. e Pt
the Preacher 3;11 narters down the Church hear thh. dl’ﬁﬁiAcu. y.h : Zo pocing the Dupit e
contre, abaut ! reet;lle farthest point to which the Preacher.s voxf:? as £ tranel Is diminished to
shewn in the lzilvanf’so at presenf. We believe that this dlsPOSIE?I_‘bO__ s e
50 fect, Instead o o h n be seen, it will ensure his being " 2
bich the Preachet ca i low; the tendency of the voic
the number, frofi v lso to keep the Pulpit very low; o Toee
‘ fon 1 3s proposed slso pit bei high, placing the Preacher a
the congregation. . : Pulpit being so high, p ) ‘ :
. ise, i1 ght that the presen ice 1 ill be observed that a
being 0 et o tqi;'otllllne reasons why so much of the voice 1; lost.d tI}:. Wel e observec thatal
the Punkahs is one o ) been arraneed north and south, and thos of }, st
iet ‘the Pulpit have been lati ide aisles intersect the seats, which

sittings west of ¢ id entilation. The side a » L
| sord has boen paid to v i osed to make the official seats,
and west, dus reger tre seats. It is prop e
i ends of the cen : b Roador, us well o

admit of entlia“ce t?t':: tclJlf the stall for the Venerable the Archdeacon and t 'y

stalls ; and the positi

i 3 i lan,
the situation of the chair are marked out in the p

| i me entitled to the
‘ ildi ince it became entitled; to
; i in. the building ever since i od fo th
: ' one great deficiency in.the T e o asontaly
T on ot O :egmalo Wl?ich it is most desirable should be supplgec:hé D el partonen
ot vy l.c;mmodation' for the Reverend, the Clergy of B e
e e eoen an}:sa:equired as on visitations &e. Im the contemp
when their presence i j |
want has been provided for.

o - : acted, this scheme
" 2313 ¢ presenf constructed, -
i tas the building is a isite. We would
i ver be obviousy tha v e . ill be requisite. )
8. | It\ml,];s :1,hozein its integrity, and that some adcht{on to it viﬂl}:ive ) g} S ltorations which
cannot be carvied our attention to the accompanying drawings descnpt A A
e solicit you gested.
thereforl?lsdlﬂzsb;o to enable us to carry out the arrangements sugg
we would propose, : ;

5 , t
$) ese awlin h ve been T d f b n] l f S ]

]\lndness \'if (=] llldeb ed fO! ]nucll Valuable advlce on th S !Ilattel'.
e ar t 1

i i 1 about (10) ten feet,
' ject consi Iengthening the chance i
. wi that the project consists in ( out (1)) ten =t
10.' 1t will b'e Se:;; the present Vestries, and by two arches opel}ﬁ]i ou the Wholo widh
extending P}'Oportwna y ess on one side of the chancel, the organ will be 1}; oo (’; oo,
ety b“ildmg-‘ Intthe {fecstries : on each side of the chancel there will be stalls fo
will be divided into two : '

: {an
' ildi for Rupees 6,000, the plan
i iti he building can be made : ) the pl
L ol o adfdm'on t(t)'IEty it will also afford an opportunity of nnpxo;rnl]g
. ‘- : the
. et ore especially for its utility, ‘ b beaut. o
recommendts' lltserlf). I{lldinrr I:vhich in its present state, somewhat detracts f
& portion of the building, | |
e red | j i i 'rangements proposed,
remair 7 'd to its utility, considered in conjunction wxclz t}tll?ea;) x ;it e T
12. With regt disposition of the sittings with reference bo. e Pulp b’y' il except
o . . N refeen 4 -
it Wil admits (;f o ble circumstances, ensure the Preacher sfw olxceC ;:‘11 rzh_‘a cerdy scumns to. ol
under very unfavora tilation in the body of the : e o
i uch better ventila ] . o e
o the CO“gregaltllo‘% Offmdin«r opportunities for the congregation dispersing |
y or
the seats, as well as a i



Fort Suint George, Pypiio Works Consultatioy o 17th Novemper 1857.

niently and rapidly, than they now can, ¢ will enable ¢
except those punkahs between the Pil1 e absolutely Tequisite,
whole body of the building free ang open, doj i

e the Organ ig one,

14, Wity regard to the
these having however been m

i*perhaps you

1te such as are .
Will be seen fropy the desigy - submitted, gre
i s cloth, ang other
these ; this will

tended, but the Pattern is correet, The stalls o
proposed to be more elaborate,

furnishings in the official seats, handsome caryeq work bej
enhance the first expenge o 1: i

it is not intended

building,

17, We regret to find that the cog
anticipated, byg the heavy demands
wood, that it is a3 you must be aware
chased a year or two ago, o

t of Te-seating th,
for Railway purp
-almost double th

e Church will be
oses hag so increase

d the price of Teak.
¢ amount for whi

y Government, itting it i Proposed to ent
to supply the seats, We beg to recommend that the wor) be
every confidence that j; will

19, The Memo, submitteq, You will

that will be Tequired to ghyt off the recesg for the O

observe,

Tgan, and the Vestries from the Chance]
-and from the body of the Church, e are howevey authorizeq ¢, State that in the event of the
Government giving their sanction to the other work, these and ¢he Lectern wi]] be furnisheq
will also the Bishop's Throne, . _
. ‘  (Signeq) VINCENT SHORTLAND, & &
- ( » ) CHARLpgD. GIBSON, |4O
- | () E MALTRY, . o
: ~ ( » ) GEoRgp TALBOT, 555
(=) 8 D prreyy . ek
—_—
Report upon the Estimate for making certaiy alterationg and Improvementg 4, Saint George’
Cathedral op the Mount road, Including the alteration of the ‘posmon of the Pulpit
Reading desk, angd some of the sittings. '
Amount of Estimate Ry

pees (13,140) thirteen thousand, one hundreq a

Companying Abstryct Estimate, :

" The Prolongation of the east eng of the sacred building, additiona] ¢,

sions, is tg b raised op 5 basement of 4 feet in height, anq the foundationg

" depth of 8 feet., The Circular wallg of the Chance] to be 26 feet and the ¢
8 to be 34 feey in height, .

v

ch it could be pur- |

nd forty, as per ace

are to be sunk ¢o a:
0ss walls of the 2 ,

-

0 t S g ]

] (h o C , d .
he ad tlonal bulldln’ 18 tO ontalﬂ the Sub oine eXtIa accolllnlodatlon

..... 20X 137 feet.
truction of 2 Vestry rooms each... ... ... . 20X128 ff‘ee:.
ns ses ace “ae e oot
Do T T
1 Chancel. ... ... . kmanship,
Extension of aterial and workm
f the very best m ER, Calonel,
and the whole to 1: OVV . (Signed) C.E.FAB :C] o Enginee.
al Office of P. Works, e
centi"ort SaimbGecfégf%
4th November 185 . .
57,
EREON, No. 2092; dated 12th November 185
ORDER THEREON,
No. 4.

i for consideration.
ferred to the Ecclesiastical Department
erre
Ordered to be re

&S
igned) H. FORBES,
(Signe )Actin.‘} Secretary to Government.
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