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Fort Saint George, Public WWorks Consultatior of 29th October 1857.

R T e

Read azain letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, dated 7th August, No. 3081 -
and recorded in Djary to Consultation 8th September 1857.

.

Read also the following i)apers.

No.1.” From »Colo’nel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Se-
cretary to Government, dgted 14th September 1857, No. 3681.

N

Str,

I do myself the honor to forward and to earnestly solicit, the indulgent consi&ieration, and
prompt support of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to a most forcible appeal
from the Superintending Engineer, Southern Circle of P. W., against the recent unfavorable
decision of the Governor General of Indiain Council, on the claims for Superintending Engi-
neers at Madras, to receive the same Presidency, extra allowances, as their professional brethren
in Calcutta. ' ‘

2.” It appears to me, I would respectfully state, that Major Lawford has perfectly suc-
ceeded, in shewing that he cannot fairly be placed on the same footing with Officers on the
Military Staff to his disadvantage, when that very same parity of position, is distinetly de-
nied, in the cases of privilege leave and of gratuitous medical attendance on families.

3. A much stronger actual ground for the advocacy of increased payment to Madras Su-’
perintending Engineers, namely, the otherwise growing, and probably inseparable difliculty of
inducing District Officers of experience and ability to accept an Office, with a virtually less re~
muneration than the ostensibly lower grade of a District Engineer, is unfortunately an argu-~
ment, which however true, valid, and undeniable, is but little likely to be attended to from
the circumstance of this evil great as it is, being merely local, there being no District Engineers
in Calcutta.

4. T cannot usefully add any thing to the already vizorous representations of the Superin-
tending Engineer, and I will only further trespass on your time, to express a hope that the Go-
vernment will not fail to recommend, that under whatever name or title each item of receipt be
issued to its recipient, the Madras Superintending Engineers, may in future not be placed at a
disadvantage relatively with their brother Officers in Calcutta, in point of aggregate of pecuniary.
remuncration. ' : ‘ :

Letter frorp Brevet Major B. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer, Southern Circle; to
Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated 12th September 1857, No. 220.

¢ Sir,

Referring to Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 1634, dated 5th September 1857, com-
municating for the information of the Chief Engineer copy of a letter from the Government of
India, refusing the application recently made by the Madras Government for the grant of Presi-
dency House Rent to the Superintending Engincers in this Presidency in order ta place them on
an equal feoting with those of Bengal, I ba}ve the honor to request you will be so good as to
submit the following remarks for the consideration of Government. : '

9. The Government of India observe that the allowance in question is drawn by the Ben-
gal Engineers as Staff Officers, and that thereforeany application in our behalf must be made
general for the whole body of the Presidency Staff. To this I would reply that the Depa - ient.
of Public Works is constitutionally Civil, and composed of Members some of whom are . >t in
the Army, but are equally eligible for the appointment of Superintending Engineer with Military
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men, and all Ofﬁcers. of the Department are excluded from the privileges of the Staff in regard to
leave of absence while they are rendered liable to some disadvantages, such as the paynalent of
medical fees for their families from which the Military Staff are exempt,

3. In establishing the Department on the same principles in all the Presidencies, the Io-
norable the Court. of Directors clearly intended that the salaries of the several grades should be
uniform, and there is nothing in their orders to show that they did, or would sanction a higher
s.cale at Calcutta than at Madras, under whatever distinctive charge the allowances at the former Pre.
sidency might appear. In reducing the salary granted by the Government of India from 1,000
to 800 Rupees per month, the Honorable Court could not have supposed that while at Calcutta
the Superintending Engineers (as Field Officers) would still receive 900 Rupees, those at Madras

Wou.ld draw' only the fixed salary, and I firm ¥ believe that were the case plainly set before them
the inequality would be rectified in our favor.

4. Butitis understood that the Honorable Court whe
also desired that Superintending Engineers should reside in
not been carried out by the Government of India,

compensating us for the loss we have sustained. The Madras Government know perfectly well
1t)hat the-expense of living at this capital, always heavy compared to that in the Provinces, has
H;:.n S'Ie;l:uzll?'e enhance}c} within the Iaft ten years, b?' the increased cost of all the necessaries of
and that t_}};e un:zvoaize }t)l at }}:ouse rent is Ceeteris paribus about twice as much as in the Mofussil,
income, Sy ha eIcf z;rges- for conveyance.are- such as to piess very Leavily on & moderate
Wores fnaneiy :s.t‘ave e ;:lthls, that T unhesuatmgly- state Wy conviction of being in a far
s Enqinir i 1ctm Eow than I was 20 years ago as Civil Eng.meer, and I consider the present
indend oy ;rovedsi) 0 be much better off than the three Superintending Engineers. Thi.s fact
NG our b.est Officers to accept promotion, ar.xd in my
can truly aver that the supposed distinction alone formed my inducement, irrespec-

tive gf the hope, after_wards realized, of an increase of salary,

n directing the reduction of salary
their Circles, a change which has
but which would certainly go fur towards

drawg;,, t'.}['ll;esuGc;::;lr?;nt of India seem 'to lay stre?s on the fact of only two Officers in Bengc.'ll

i a;d o ;;mv ouse rlent, but this does not invalidate our claim pnder the same condi-

ment,w . by ave apparently over]ookfed how small an increase to the charges of the Decpart-
‘ould be occasioned by the extension of the benefit to three Officers at Madras.

. 6. Iam aware that the Madras Govern
gineers as well as the Chief Engincer should
Rank, a principle which appears quite as jus
as payment for Civil, and not Military servic
disadvantages of slow Regim

Oﬂ‘ i LR

I h“;‘:{s fl‘n Bfngal and qubay, and I venture to assert that it would have rendered the position

be 2 t; ter 30 years service one of far greater desire to the Corps generally than it can possibly
0 the present scale of emolument. The reasons of the Government of India for rejecting

this fair and just princj .
principle are not on public record, but I woul caest its belng again recom-
mended for adoption, P ’ ould suggest its g ag

ment originally proposed that Superintending En-
receive consolidated salaries irrespective of Military
tin one grade as another, the salary being intended
e. Thissystem would have effectually remedied the
ental promotion whicl has thrown us so far behind our brother

i 7. If the arguments I have adduced are insuflicient to prove the fairness and j -usti(‘C of our
¢laim to draw allowances equal to those of Officers of our grade and under similar circumstances
in Bengal, T can only hops the subject may be referred to the Honorable Court by whose order
our salaries have been reduced so largely as to compel an appeal, which we are only competent
t0 make fo ourselves, but I would net -for a moment have jt su};posed that in representing my
oW ecase, I mean to prejudice that of the Presidency Staff, thoush I do not consider myself or
my brother Officers as forming part of that body. , i

8. I-beg that my application for this allowance may receive your supp ort and the favorable
conslderation of Government, |

M. 2, Minute by the Right Honorable the President, dated 161 September 1857.

_Co]:)ne] Baker’s letter to Mr. Torbes of 7th August, calls for an expression of the opinion
of this Government on the subject of the residence of the Superintending Engineers of the Public
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2. ‘This subject has been, I may say, constantly under my consideration snee I h:i‘;: :iff:
s this Presidency, and though I feel thatstrong arguments can be urged on the oppo 4
in this Presi : y;lag only served to bring me more decidedly to the conclusion, that the course
fu}' t.heilr;{izz;;::d by this Government, viz. the latter of the two abovementioned, is the correct
origina ; s

one.

3 T believe this to be the case, Ist, as to efficiency, 2nd, as to economy.
Jd.

4. On the Ist point, I believe that any thing like constant supervision and inspection can

1 b. fully carried out by the District Engineers who though termed Execunvef must ‘to all

fmt} tseand };,urposes be really Inspectors, with perhaps one or two works more immediately
inten )

under their control when stationary.

5. The great advantage of the Superintending .:Engineers ?esi_ding at t}}:e Presidency is th::
while watching the proceedings of a number of Districts at a dJstfmce,‘ they can any rmc:x;lene
move off to inspect any portion of them when they may deem thel; Pxesgr&:e neczsia:) zncu le
they at the same time give the Chief Engineer the advantage of their advice an
once withou! the delay and intervention of a lengthened correspondence.

6. A Superintending Engineer will in a short time and after afew visits.be able to. discern
h ;md where his presence is required and will regulate his tours of inspection accordingly.
when v

' i ing Engineer ide in their Circles, the whole
7. Now if on the contrary the Superintending Eagineers reside in t ,

ief i st; whi it i y doubtful to me hether
advantaﬂe of their presence at the chief office 1s lost H whilst 1t 1s ver w
-1

the amount of supervision will be greater.
8 I do- not hesitate to predict that it would not be increased, whilst at the same time it

9 v i ; i bour
W ld entail avery g reat de]a in the transactlon Of bllSl!leSS and Cleate a laroe mcerease Of la
ou by

and correspondence in the official work of the Department.
0. It has been suzzested, I believe, that though resident in their Circles thes.e Olfﬁ(fers
. Do N . i
hould not have Offices of Record. I beg leave to say that I believe it wougd 1.)e SImp.yl 1mt
:)o:sible to carry on such a system of operation and as they could n;)thcarry on us(;nesse xzn 1;;:"
i : i ce. so that instead of the correspondence coming
oD e Distre oge;‘m“tes’ (:fl P]énsnizfl z)ofﬁce where it can be settled in a few days, it
i istri to the Ce
direct from the District cer : ‘ :
would have to go to the Superinlending Engineer and then on to the Central Office

10. And this brings me to the second point, vif. ogzzﬁin&lr?;; z?fhizo;:;?zei(;;}: (:ifn:;mi:
and of o o tll?a:l?;'tetlixse()fss; c;-;::izgiitc%i;;n]:ers become resident in their Circles, large
money. 1 behg;‘ s will in a shoft time beaformed, in which the work now performed in the
and cumbrous '11(ie erely be repeated or rather if they should be established, they willina
Central Office wi n;r exicute aiuantity of work which must of necessity be gone over again by
5}‘:})901‘;1:0%2-1];?;;:::1 l;ud they will in a very short time require an Assistant and perhaps Assistant
tInipectlf)rs asotheir whole time will be occupied by their offices. :

11. I will illustrate the delay and inconvenience which will occur by two instances.'

South Arcot is included in the Scuthern Circle.

The District Engineer resides at Cuaddalore about one hundred miles from Madras. His

endelx:ce at pr?sent is sent direct to the Central Office and is despatched elther. by tl}e

;Otres?otendin«r Eneineer of the Circle or if heis on tour by the Superintending Engineer in
uperm <4 -}

t]
i s absence.
charge during the other’s

* Dut if the Superintending Engineer resides with in the Circle the correspondence must go to
his Head Quarters not improbably on the Neilgherry Hills. And will thu.s at al% events .have
tl travel a distance of 500 miles before itreaches Madras; but if the Superintending Engineer

)
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‘ is ot _r ma ha e to fouo‘ him to BIalaba 1 v r
Y 2 t ) or thr ' the r or Tmne el] s OF must remain a .t.
J vonths | Y waiting

o~ g ai 1 e
L 1 2 . ¢k° ni1n the Centl‘e Ci f o w o
. l'Cl i 1 o
=]

tending Enein d th

e Gy ; ch the C :

it W'IID omeer l'e.s1des In the Circle it vwi entral Office in an hour, Butif ;

il make a circyit of 200 mil Will have to go first probably t, 14 If the Superin..

es before reaching Madrag . bft tha g’ to Palmanair by which
) e Superintendine Eneing

2 Engineer

this corr

: espondence 3

) : must eith : .
orthern Circle, 2er fullow him, or await his

ret imi
urn, similar cases wij occurin the N
. ’ . ¢
esire th i i
Engineen, 311 at the Supiarmtendmg Engincers should
as not been intended that they should act

15 rcan '
. not but reg
salaries of the Syper: gret that the Honorab!
3 ¢ uperintending Fpet e Court hay i i ‘
located in ths P d;nhg f“glnegrs the result gy bee E<31.el<imed 1t advisable to reduce the
eXpense or shall havye ¢, nomi;c I believe will be accomp'mli:ederb that these Offcers shall be
: Y great delay and increased

ateinferior Off
. cers to these § .
bab] ref, se lmportant appointme .
.o e, nt X
Y prefer remaining in the Districts, .P s asthe Superior

be sett

dson thied before any further allusion is made to

{2 time whe 7 oy pese for Officers having house
¢ when I should wish to moot the question.

(Signed) IIARRIS.

opinions of th ion on proj .
ree of the ablesg Sngi projects of importance, and this brings the matured

“ngineer, to Engineers in
° » to bear on q]) such undertakingg the Department together with that of the Chief
o3 ’

The diversity ;
l'Slty in the nat
ur : .
e of the various kinds of public works brought under tI
ght under the con-

ide ation Of th €n - r y
S ) e ( ; t al ( ’ ﬁ d [) e
a esira .

Thus, one
Fydraulic work(zii:ell"ix::ihave S
inland navigation, the for ?
fhese Points and § .
Joint deliberatiop,

nt fo i

a third may have a ll' the ahgnn'xent of Ghauts, another may excel in

tion of harbours &e arge €xperience of questions connected with

tneeds no argument to ;, * S0me projects involve the consideration of all
3 show how usefully they may be modified by such

But it is quiy .
13 quite imPOSSibl
ineer; etok
Engineers at the Presidency on the ;i}e)se(::ﬁ_cﬂ: of the standing of the present Superintending
Inadequate allowance .
s assioned to them.
=

Virtuall
Yy the District Eno;
exXpense S : nzineers are much be . . ) .
P of living at the Presidency is taken o tter off in point of emolument when the greater
account,

I believe :
that in gen
S general, Officers, especi .
thevmfenor for the higher appoi“tmen,t specially those with families, would decline to exchange

‘But altho
ugh I am strongly in fav
gards the Presenc;:e of the Su 211'{111:’ f;‘ or of tl}e Prasent constitution of the Central Office as re-
Record of the Department {)th' {{n ing Engineers with it and constituting it the sole place of
Perintending Engineers s‘xo,uld }i: ltthls- essential to the well working of tlfe Office that the Su-
by the recen . Ve their positio .
4 t orders . N even more strict! 3 i n
on that subject, T feel convinced that thej cly dfﬁnf:d than it has. bee
eir retention in any degree in the

e e e ¢ et o "
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position of Office Subordinates under the Chief Engineer will only be productive of dissatisfac-
tion and differences. '

I think each Superintending Engineer should correspond in his own name, both with the
District Engineers and with the Chief Engineer; that they should dispose of all matters of
detail without reference to the Chief Engineer that their correspondence with the Chief Engi-
neer should all be matter of public Record, for which they should be individually responsible ;
and that all matters referred by them to him should be disposed of by him publicly by an official
communication ; in fact that the business of the three Circles should be kept distinct and complete
in themselves on the responsibility of their several heads, subordinate only to the Central Office
in the degree that an inferior is subject to a superior Office but in no way mixed up with it.

No. 4.

ORDER THEREON, No. 1976 ; dated 21st October 1857.

The Government unanimously entertaining the views expressed in the Minutes above re-

corded, resolve, in conformity therewith, to address the following letter to the Government of

India. '
(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
No. 5. Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched.

From H. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George ; to
Colonel W. E. BAKER, Secretary to the Government of India, dated 21st October

1857, No. 1977.

SR,
1. I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter, dated 7th August 1857, No. 3981, communicating the views of the Go-

vernment of India on the application made by this Government, that the Superintending Engi-
neers of Madras might be placed on the footing of Officers of a similar Class in Calcutta as re-

gards House Rent.

2. The Government of India, in negativing this application, obServe that the principle in-
volved in the grant of such an allowance, on the grounds urged by the Government, viz. in com-
pensation ; either for the reduction of Staff salary recently ordered by the Honorable Court
of Directors, or in consideration of the heavy expenditure incurred on account of carriage hire,
is very questionable. These are points, they say, which should be considered each on its own
merits, and that, as the Honorable Court have decided the former question, the latter can only

be considered on a special reference, if such should be deemed necessary.

8. The Government of India explain at the same time that in Bengal, a scale of House
Rent prevails which is participated in equally by all Staff Officers, and of which the two .Super-
intending Engineers of Calcutta, out of eleven in that Presidency, are recipients; and they
think that the argument can scarcely be brought forward on behalf of one or two individuals
only, applying as it does with equal force in the cases of all the Staff Officers of Madras, with
whom, and not with the Superintending Engineers of Bengal, it is remarked, a comparison
should be drawn. Referring however to the opinjon recently expressed by the Honor-
able Court in respect to the duties of Superintending Engineers, the Government of India re-
quire this Government to consider, whether - the residence at this Presidency of these Officers
is desirable, or compatible with the efficient discharge of their duties, and observe that a decision

on this question may probably render the consideration of the other unnecessary.

4. The question on which an- expression of the ppinion of this Government is in the first
instance called for 'is, whether the residence of the Superintending Engineers of the Madras

e et s e SR e B e L i e it ek it
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1:iu.‘bdlic Workls; Dep;/xl‘tment should be fixed in the Provinces,
side generally at i A y

e maygbe o g’l e :g:zz;;;lal:ﬁn.g, as they_ now. do, annual toyrs of inspection, of such leneth
e e el I;értiéulzr l'le'?tl: respective f:n'cles. The Governor in Coun,cil has fo P
e st_fong o i X }::n under hig very careful consideration, and althoun'lrl ;Oemi:
s e strone e ot orio}: IIurged on the opposite side, yet, after mature reﬂec:i h
e Sy at the cot ginally adopted by this Government, of hay; ction, he
he Stip ¢ Engincors oo the nt, aving the residence of

b Presid i
to s ‘ ency, is the corr .
the public Interests, whether regarded in point of eﬂicienz;;t ODG;' s tho one most conducive
or of economy,

or whether these Officers should

" 5. On fche ﬁrst' ?f thgse points, the Governor in
€ constant supervision and inspection is to be ma

by the District Enei
nginee i
gineers, who, though designated Executives, are to al] intents and purposes
rpos

' ?ounci.l would observe that, if any thing
Wtained, it can only be well and fully done

. 6 On the seconq point of ¢ :
money would be saved bI; an a‘fh:onomy, 1t appears to this Government that both time and
the Public Works of thig Preg; ence to the present plan, and in matters of such importance as
] is re:u‘l;xilcy, 1t'must be remembered that time is money. Tlf)ere can be
cumbrous offices will iy . shorf y ntelx:dmg Engm.eers become resident in their circles, large and
tral office will n'lef'elj be repeate (;me e formt‘ed, In which the work now performed in the Cen-
Supererogatory manner perfo » Of ratPer, if such offices should be established, they will, in a
by the Chief Engineer’and :n}), ab?uantlty of work which must of necessity be gone over again
and perhaps of Assistéx’lt Inspezta Y Present a necessity for the appointment of office Assistants ;
occupied by their office Wor]f ;‘rs, as thc.e whole time of the Superintending Engineers will be
Engineérs are detached to ¢}, P U.l‘ther 1t must be remembered that, if the Superintending
more assistance, which o el fOVlnces,. the Chief Engineer himself will necessarily require
an only be supplied at a considerable increase of expense.

7. Asregards the . ‘

be derived by :he :e:?;engczne;alh ques"m‘_" 1t appears to this Government that the advantages to
in a tour of inspection are tl?attv:hislupennt?nding Engineer at the Presidency t'vhe.n not engz}ged
Wi?},‘in their respective cirelos ;h e wa.tchmg the Proceedings of the several Districts compnze'd
_chai'tre where the >3, bey ¢an at any moment move off to inspect any portion of their

arge w Yy may deem their Presence to be r : hand, their pre-
sence at the Central office affords meg d oppc areseary 3 while on the other hafc, fhely P
and brings the matured ex e us and opportunity for consultation on projects of importance,
such undertakings, without 31 rlgnlce of the a})lest Engineers in the Department to bear on all
would be inevitable if ¢} o deay and .the Intervention of a lengthened correspondence which
| i they were resident in distant parts of the Presidency. .

8. One ot

 tion- especially E:;j:}:’l?t;g:ﬁ ax;d tha:t t0o of 1o small importance, which renders such co-opera-
brought under the Cén,'d ¢ diversity In the nature of the various kinds of Public Works
talent for the alignm tSIfeéatlon f the Central Office, Thus, one Ofcer may have a special
have a large exp:rienecz :f hmfts’ another may ?xcel in hydraulic works on rivers, a third may
&c.  Some projects in lque?ons C?nnect.ed with inland navigation, the formation of habours,
shew fow usefﬁlly ‘the ;’_: .Vebt e c°1.151derat1c.m‘ of all thes.e points, and it needs no argument to
gineers’ Yesidence 35 fo ;\y e ?‘Odéﬁe% by__]omt deliberation. But if the Superintending Ena
é.hiéf office ill be st 'W;gth‘::xtg 1 ‘éhlflin‘ c.lrcle?,_ the entire advantage of their presence at Ehe
Breater than it is at pr e-; ent. n all probability, the amount of actual supervision being

SiiPez:fsi;li‘\hsvig‘;:)etrgzri;; C°3n;1l would affirm ‘with some degree of certainty that; while
in the transaction of b cased by ;t}v‘? proposed measure it must necessarily entail great delay
official 'work’ £'the D: ousiness, and create a large increase of labor and correspondence in the
' of the Department. A few examples will suffice to illustrate this position.

10. T PP RN )
e resmef:‘l;z gxflt;lct of Sout‘h Arcot is included in the 'Southern Circle. ‘The District Engi-
eresons o at d.u alore a station about a hundred miles from Madras. His correspondence at

V °nt direct to the Central office, and js disposed of either by the Superintending Ens

S —————

BT <P

i i e Ay 3 sir

ettt

Fort Saz'nt George, Public Works Consultation of 29th October 1857. 7

gineer of the circle, or, if he is on a tour, by the Officer in charge during his absence. Butif
the Superintending Engineer should reside within the circle, the correspondence must be sent
to his head quarters, not improbably on the Neilgherry Hills, and will thus have to travel a
distance of 500 miles before it reaches Madras; but if he should happen to be at the time on a
tour, the correspondence may have to follow him to Malabar or Tinnevelly, or it must remain
unnoticed, awaiting his return, for one, two or three months,

11. Again, in the Centre Circle. The District Engineer of Chingleput resides within
eight miles of Fort Saint George. His correspondence can now reach the Central office in an
hour; but if the Superintending Engineer should reside within the Circle, it would in all pro-
bability have to go in the first instance to his Head Quarters probably at Palmanair, thus mak-
ing a circuit of 200 miles before reaching Madras. It may however so happen that the Super-
intending Engineer is in Canara, four hundred miles off, in which case, this correspondence must
either follow him on circuit, or await his return.

12. From the arrangements made in this Presidency no separate establishment has been
assigned to the Superintending Engineers, nor was it ever contemplated that they should have
Offices of Record, and this Government have understood that it has been contemplated that
they should on transfer to the Provinces, still be without a record, this is an arrangement which
appears to this Government to be simply impossible ; the Superintending Engineers could not
conduct business without having copies of letters, of estimates, and plans, So that, instead of
correspondence coming, as it at present does, direct from the District Officer to the Central
office, where it can be replied to in a few days, it would have to go to the Superintending Engineer
where copies would be necessary for any future reference, and whence at last it would be trans-
mitted to the Central office.

13. In reference to the desire expressed by the Honorable Court that the Superintending
Engineers should not become the Secretaries of the Chief Engineer, the Governor in Council
would merely observe, that this was never intended, nor do the Superintending Engineers of
this Presidency at present occupy that position, but are rather the advisers and professional
assistants of the Chief Engineer.

14. For the reasons above given, the Governor in Council must deprecate any
change in the location of the Superintending Engineers, and he feels assured that from what
has now been stated, the Government of India will concur in the views of this Government, and
be induced to support them to the Honorable Court.

15. The Governor in Council regrets exceedingly that the Honorable Court have deemed
it necessary to reduce the salary of the Superintending Engineers; such a measure he feels
apprehensive will lead to serious inconvenience. One of two results is certain, either that these
Officers will have to be located in the provinces, which will necessarily be accompained by great
delay in the transaction of business, and by increased expense; or Officers of insufficient experi-
ence must be nominated to these important appointments, as it is quite impossible to keep Offi-
cers of the standing of the present Superintending Engineers at the Presidency, on the allow-
ances at present assigned to them. Virtually the District Engineers drawing staff salaries of
600 and 700 Rupees a month are in a far better position in point of emolument, than Superin-
tending Engineers on 800 Rupees, when the greater expence of living at the Presidency is taken

into account.

16. ' On this subject the Superintending Engineer of the Southern Circle kas, in a letter to
the address of the Chief Engineer, offered some very pertinent remarks, T am desired to for-
ward a copy of this communication, and to commend it to the favorable consideration of the
Government of India, accompanied by the expression of the opinion of this Government that,
after the reduction in staff salary to which the three Superintending Engineers of this Presid ency
have been subjected, some allowance is needed to meet the increased expex.lse of residence at the
Presidency, and to induce Officers of standing and ability to accept the office.
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