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Furt Saint George, Public TWorks Consultation of 20th October 1837.
WWWWNW‘M
No. 82. Read the followmrr Ietter from Colonel C, E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.

FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 29th September 1857,
No. 4063.

S1r,

With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 636, dated 8th April 1857, T have
the honot.to submit the following information in reply to the enquiries of the Honorable the
Court of Directors, so far as it is in my power to dosoasI am unwilling to delay the final
disposal of the several questions until I can more fully dispose,of them.

2. DPara. 5 Groynes at Tranquebar. The last report on these works is by Major Lawford,
upermtendmo' Engineer Southern Circle, dated 2nd February 1857. That officer states as
follows. * The groynes at this place have had a most severe trial in the storms of -November and
¢ December, and a good deal of stone has been displaced from the sides the slopes of which it
« has lengthened. The reserve stones should now be added to the ‘heads and a further supply
« just, I think, be brought from Trichinopoly.”

3. Tt thus éppears that the supply of stone. calculated by Colonel Cotton in 1854, has not
proved sufficient for_the permanent security of these works after their being damaged by storms,

4. The alterations of the river Umbenaur for the improvement of the Port of Tranquebar
have not produced any ' material effect owing chiefly to the extremely loose nature of the soil
through which the cutting for the three miles North of the Town was made, from which cause
and the violent wind the channel has been annuall) filled up, and the danger of flooding the
adjacent lands so increased as to prevent the entire body of water from being turned to the South-

ward as was originally intended.

5. Para. 16. The town waﬂs of Tranquebar were not restored with any view to theu'
uitility as Military defences, but in order to prevent their becoming so ruinousas to occasion a
nuisance in the place, and lead to its becoming unhealthy, as well as an account of their aﬁ'ordmg
some measure of security against thieves, and to shelter the bouses from drifts of sand, on which
grounds the repair and presetvatwn of the walls was earnestly solicited by the inhabitants and

sanctioned by Government,

6. Para. 11. With respect to the Ponairy and Choughat Canal, I do myself the honor of
submitting copy of a letter and statement received from the Acting Collector of Malabar shewing
that all claims for compensation have been settled, and explaining the present state of the Canal,
which forms only one link in the chain of inland navigation on the Western coast to which so

much attention has been given and with as good results as the limited scale of operations allowed.

7. The average number of boats on the Ponairy Canal during the year is said to be 8,000
but the practise of throwing bunds across it to exclude salt water from the lands seriously

impedes its efficiency.

8, A special report as now called for will be furnished hereafter, including the entire line
of navigation on the coast of Malabar which Mr. Robinson is very desirous of seeing extended

to Canara,
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.Abst’ act Ofexpenditu7e neury r M
g CJ Ib the C()nstructton i)
10

April 1857 ; :
s prepared in accordance with the Chie f Engi wghaut Canal Jrom 1854 1o

3

May 1857. No. 7 . ,
0.79. . neers requisition dated 4th
Particulars.
/ ‘ _ Amount,
Amount expendea out of '
f the sum of Ru
. Iln!f?si?; t()}}eé?;:l ﬁ‘glrxl}}l’&%. and l4thpi€181g13;: 7113.‘1,';5"81‘ sanctioned by Govern Rs. [ALIP.
o Chief Engincer on the 2405 Soptanies Tare™ per Bill No. o1 apob-05,
onstructing a Sluice at Velliangqde IZ!:?::Z tLSe‘EG... ?'-.21, submitted
sty e SHr o i G S e 12410 1) ¢
' . Vembe,r 18:56 as per ditto No. 29 d;:;nt Of: sanction Ru- |
;35 W Ditto 34 Wooden drainson th.e banke. e . to ditto 10th No-
By Palapaddy to P anks of the Canal from " s
E25 | pinnd *{03’1855(.)?_“% exccuted on emergency s po PRI 2
wzm | N 03 drains at J e e . -
522 evetments along the bank
332 D{XPPytO_‘%u bridge. .a.x‘ﬂ\s of the Canal near the 216 11 1
.23 | Driving piles on the b ’ '
£23 todts Ganal. e anl.(‘s. of the Ponany and Appy. 40 4 9
2" ) Deepening and turfing sides of ditto, .. 104 9 11
.. . . see | s 1,0
Re(?:l;:grggg revelmentis: .'itlong the banks of the Canal 1 .___88_10 8 1,688 0| 5
cy as per ill No. . execute —
lR: %er'lldqth NovemIl))er 118."56.o .5"subm1tted to t_he Chief Engi- ‘
Re-building the Lock gate of the Velliangode sluice ditto.nn. : 119 4 ¢
"Expended 1 = . . ' 165 9
l OI:!t ofeth:analn?:\?niors: ollecting materials for constructing a slui “J 28113 4
1.105-6 as per bill Noncctéoned by Government on the 14th Juulce at Appytode
. submxtted to the Chief Encineer 2n33J1§551,8Rupees
s . = u y 57-0 or
= .. 25010, 9
52 ) Driving pil Y
248 g piles on the banks of th .
Ex | atﬁYelhz}ngode and Poogonda]:el(%?ln?ISggar the sluice
3_;0 R‘;;a!ng Sl?}fs %f the Canal. ’ 31 8 ¢
o @ epairing the Beam of ATy 3
2 D Hhkar i 59 2
223 riving piles on the bank
Z0% D'%?rdg.kd sluice 11; 1%?31(\58 of the Canal near the Poo- 613 5
5% B itto ditto on the do. of Ponany and Af 17 2 ¢
R J ](;9“stru_ct1ng an earthen dam onytalllz %sfaytod%Canal. 115 0
< itto ditto at Velliangode. ny Canal... 520
Amount paid for lands t . 51311 104 210
I : aken up for th : ' —_— l
of Gover p! e construction of .
18550:se;)nelpi?ﬁf§ed 9th April 1853, and report0 t;hﬁo(i?galdas B Shon
1833 25 pe s, 111 ‘oF 18536 and 90 of 183057, forwardod. to the
gineer on the 3rd August 1857 . 56-57, forwarded to the| -
...‘ a ] 3,410 llllOI
Total Rupees. ...... [ 20,4-16“—:}7

Calicut,

17th August 1837, (Signed) W. ROBINSON,

- Acting Collector,

Letter from W, ROBINSO
. . N’ Esq-) ACtin”‘ C 1 h
Chief Engineer, dated 17th August l‘zsjs?tcgo()fﬁﬁabm 3 to Colonel C. L. FABER,

SIR,
No. 656 With reference to
. para. 11 of E i
o1 - sultation, dated 8th April, and eraE]x"'n:f? ; fmmf e e
, . etter from Honorable Court

H ’ .

all claims and ;
and other charge :
have been ges connected with the Cl ; .
settled e Chowghaut and Velliang
‘ . ngode Canal as per margi
rin
b rs

bstract of the amount of com nsation &¢.
Abstre Y nd Chowghaut
many A7~

, Public Works Consultation of 20th Octuber 1857.

SN
Fort Saint George
9, Statement or Bills

paid for lands taken up for the con=
shewing all expenditure on

struction of the Ponany an Canal
ruet [

.,

Particulars. Amount.  this important work were sub-
- — - | mitted on the dates given in
Paid on account of the claims Of TYOLBss coos s sossietemns oo weverssen | 3,296 12\11 the accompanying abstract of
‘Amount due to ryots and held in deposit pending the decision of le‘l Ja3nan expen diture.

Suiu wesoveseer o v essasssssvanser eosane -.......-.-.-.......-o-.---n.- esanven i i
: L
Total..| 84101110 3. Th.e. average number
\ of Boats which passed along

Amount payable to Jarath Tungul of Ponany and payment 20-14-2 A
arsusaenren seesns e the Canal during one year

refused woesaserrer v .

Do. do. to the Zamoria Rajah  d0.  senseeeeeee vees 244-10-5

Do. payable to parties whose names areé unknown «- 8-10-6 \ amounts to 8000. Despite pe-
— 274/ 8} 1

‘_— !~ culiar difficulties, to be ex-
Total...| 3,71% M\“ plained below, thisis the most

gy

Amount sanctioned by GSVEI’T\TT}GN 23;‘1 April 18‘153 .o "f 2 000‘
Balance of eatimate after de ncting su sequent charges o * N
aj{‘:;ees 43 incurred out of the sum © Rs. 804-14-2 re- used Canal of the District. No
ported to Board 2nd June 1855 para. 7 as available.... 761142 | other result could be expected
— ] 2761142 . ;
from a line of Canal which

Excess Rupeeseece v 953, 0\ 9

e brings the extensive and

. . splended backwaters of Cochin

This excess i3 attributable to the estimated amount Rupees 2,000 having proved .

insufficient, owing to the extent of lands required not having been ascertained by and Travancore. into conne€ce
tion by water with the Ponany

measurement before the work was commenced.
river and Tanoor Canal.

nereased expenditure to place it on a thoroughly effec-

The correspondence poted marginally shows the im-
bringing the Harbours of Cochin,

the Railway Station at Betut-

4. But the Canal claims a largely i
tive condition.

To Chicf Engineer, dated . . .
17th April 1%57, No. 1045 portance of this Canal with a view to
with enclosure. Allepey &c., into communication with

y. The Canal however in its present state is subject to the grave objection of having
3 or 4 different places during the 6 months of dry weather,
tion of the Paddy crops, grown

&

poodiangad
solid earthen dams thrown across it at
ss of the Salt water and consequent destruc

to prevent the ingre
in the low marshy grounds through which the Canal passes.
5. You are aware that our Canals on the West Coast have been estimated for and carried
d consider inadequate to

out on a scale which the more liberal spirit of the present times, woul
the requirements of such valuable works. The lowest land was of

arts where it passes . . .

I“Zx','fé’fgﬁ é\v:mpy.;mrx’d on course gelected, but the exceedingly moderate sect1on of the excavation

the margin of which Rice hag Jeft very little material from which to form strong and broad side
rows no side bank at al . X

are formed. banks. Serviceable sluices or value shutters have not generally been

e drainage of the land. The

supplied where openings in the bank have been necessary for th .
reventing the Salt water,

Canal is therefore in 2 great measure wanting ineffective provision forp
if once admitted into the course of Canal from percollating the bank or inundating the low paddy

land. The consequence has been that the practice of keeping up the dams which from time
smmemorial had prevented the ingress of Salt water to the swamps and low ground through

which the Canals pass has been permitted to ¢
y attention with a view to rectifying the difficulty. It was
ding Engineer on his recent-visit.

ontinue.

6. The matter requires earl

earnestly pressed on the attention of the Superinten

et

No. 1966 ; dated 20th October 1857.

be brought to the notice of the Honorable
in this Department dated 19th November

No. 83. . ORDER THEREON,
Ordered that the above letter and its enclosures
Court of Directors with reference to their Despatch
© 1856, No. 12, paras. 8 @ 10,17, 18 and 27.
(Signed) 11. FORBLS,
Acting Secretary 10 Government.
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