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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 13th October 1857. -
WWMWW‘WWMW
No. 70. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 6th

October 1857, No. 4229.

Read the following letter from Lieutenant SITAW STEWART, Acting District Engineer
Kurnool ; to Colonel C. B, FABER, Chief Lngineer, dated 30th September 1857,

No. 678.

SIr, )

I deeply regret to have to inform you of a serious aceident which took place here on the
evening of the 99th Instant which has resulted in the death of 4 individuals and in ihjury to 2
others, both of whom however the Surgeon reports as likely soon to recover. The accident oc-
curred in excavating for the wing walls of the south abutment of the bridge across the Ilindree
river here. The work was under the executive charge of Assistant Overseer J. H. Woodward.
I happened to visit the work twice in the course of the 2Sth Instant. On the last occasion on
which I visited it previous to the accident which was late on the evening of that day the excava~
,iion was carried down to a depth of about 20 feet, the slope of the sides being about 2to 1. I
thought that it then required barely one foot more in depth to complete the excavation, and 1
certainly did not then anticipate the slightest danger from the appearance of the excavation,
although I inspectcd it minutely. I wasin the Company of Captain Collyer Superintending

Engineer when the intelligence of the accident reached me. It was a little after 6 p. m. and
ral I found that a large mass

I hurried off immediately to the scene of the accident. On my arriv
T a of earth, weighing probably
about 50 tons had slipped
from the side of the cutting,
; in the manner shewn in the
T Aty R - -~ - accompanying sketch, bury-
ing in its fall, 8 individuals
who were at work bencath.
Of these thanks to the ex-
ertions of Assistant Surgeon
Miller and Mr. Woodward
4 were rescued previous to
my arrival, 2 of these had
, TR OO received no injury; the
 others, one with a fractured leg one with a slight concussion of the spine were conveyed to the
Hospital, and I am happy to say they are both reported in a fair way to recover. The remain-
ing four I regret much to say could not be rescued. They were buried deeply under the mass
of earth which had fallen upon them and all our efforts to extricate them were useless. At
last, warned by the crumbling state of the bank, which completely overhung us, I was obliged
to put a stop to the efforts of our party, which I did with the less reluctance, that Dr, Miller
who had been most unwearied in his exertions, assured me that life must have been long extinct,
and I did not feel myself justificd in risking valuable lives where none could possibly have been
‘saved. . This morning I directed the clearing to be commenced {rom the surface of the ground
abov'e, and I trust that in the course of to-morrow, the bodies will all be extricated. The pro-
~ceedings of the inquest will be forwarded to you as soon as it is held. I do not know in what
way to account for the accident. The slope given to the sides was I think quite suficient; it
was more than was given to the same soil in excavating for the foundation of the abutment. As
I hfwe ah‘ead'y n.lentioned I had carefully inspected the spot ouly the evening previous to the
accident and it did not ther} strik.e me that there v-as the slightest danger, no crack in the ground
or other warning of any kind being perceptible. The slip did not commence from the surface
of the ground, but at some distance down the slope of the cutting. I shall as soon as possible
forward to you an application for a gratuity to the families of those killed by the late accident.

Resolved that the foregoing narrative from the District Engineer Kurnool No. 678, of the
30th September 1857, of a serious catastrophe causing a deplorable loss of 4 lives whilst exca-
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Fort Saint George,

vating for the foundation of the south abutment of the Hindree bridge be forwarded for the in-

formation of Government with an expression of the Chief Engineer’s opinion that much as the
lamented, it cannot be attributed to any want of customary precaution

sad occurrence is to be
ng on an indispensable operation by the Esecutne

or foresight or to a careless manner of carryi

Ofﬁcer s of the Department Public Works.
(Signed) C.E. FABER, Colonel,
Clief Engineer.

————

ORDER THEREON, No. 1925 ; dated 13th October 1857,

- No. 71
Ordered that the foregoing LExtract be recorded.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
) Acting Secretary to Governments

Public Works Consultation of 13th October 1857. ' . |
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