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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 13th October 1857,

No. 42.  TRead the following Extract from the Proceedmrrs of the Chlef Enlrmeer, dated 5th

S October 1857, No. 4201,

.

Read the followmg letter from Captam F H. RUN DALL Dlstnct Engineer, Godavery Divi-
sion; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Enginecr, dated Camp at Dowlaishweram, .

26th September 1857, No. 573.

~ Sin,

\thh reference to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1721' dated 9th Instant, I have the

bonor to inform you, that I last evening returned from an experimental trip made up to the -~
" barrier above Buddrachellum in the Iron Steamer, and am now therefore able to give you the - ¢

results. :

*

2nd. I will first state accordmv to your surrgestxons the dimensions and cos of the boat.
Her present length from stem to stern is 114 feet, beam.14’-6” depth.3 feet, and draught of
water without fuel about 19 inches on an even keel. Mer displacement is about 2} tons for

“every inch. So that she will take fuel for a whole days consumption, and after being decked
draw about 18 inches.. Her original cost was estimated at 25,000 Rupees, it has not exceeded -

that sum. . The alterations were estimated at 4 000, but on account of an improvement on her
. lines suggested by Colonel Cotton which added 9 feet to her length, the cost will be about
5,000 Rupees. The fitting her with deck and the necessary cabins wxll probably cost 1,000 )

Rupees more, and tlus I would beg to'be allowed to finish at once. ™

- 8rd. Bemv anxious to perform this voyage during the prescat month, an d as from all ap-

pearances the usual high fresh in the river seemed to be abount to fail, I would not wait for the:

cabins to be fitted, but had a temporary covering made with Tarpaulins; and all being ready on
the 15th, I started accompanied by Mr. Vanstavern the gentleman I reported as havmg engaged

_on Mr. Towle’ s resignation. .

‘ .

.

‘ 4th. On reaching Thalapoodee about 16 mﬂes from Dowlalshweram, the Steamer picked
up 3 Dhonies, which I thought would be a good experiment to test the Steamer with, and with’

these in tow ‘we made a distance of 30 miles the first day in 9 hours, being at the rate of 3% -

inches an hour over the current. That night the weather became very bad and for 3 days and = -
nights rained with scarcely any intermission. The only fuel ‘we could get was very wet and
green, and consequently our progress was very slow, and after towing the Dhonies through the

gorge as far as Koydthi 50 miles the Steamer proceeded up alone, as the weather mchcated a

rise in the river so that 1 hoped to be able to cross the Barriers.

te

5th, On the 19th however the joint of the Main Steam pipe unfortunately began to leak,
. which. rendered it impossible to keep up the full supply of steam at the requisite pressure. -
Being situated within the boiler it was not possible to rectify it with the means at our disposal,
and as I hoped to be able still to keep sufficient steam at a compartlvely moderate pressure, 1
resolved to push on in the hope the leak won! !1 not get worse, and that there would be power

enourrh to; .overcome all obstacles.

Gth. Inthis way, and being delayed by the wet weather and fuel, Buddrachellum was

. reached on Monday the 21st at midday, but owing to the delay in obtaining supplies, the Steamer
could not proceed till the following morning, On the 18th the Sauery came down and on the
night of the 19th the Godavery itself rose G feet. -The fresh attained

* Corresponding to 24 feet at its maximum® at Buddrachellum on the morning of the 22nd and before

Dowlaishwarum.

.

:  we bhad proceeded 8 miles we found the water bemnnmo to subsule. On .

reaching Doorhgoodiem it had fallen 18 inches, so after taking in wood there, we pushed on up°
 the Channel in whxch the Locks have been built, but which of course are now submerged, and
reached the head of the Barrier at sunset where we anchored for the night having made 20 miles

in about 9 hours actual steaming.

'The. current the whole way was very strong,

"but it would

not have retarded our'progi‘ess had not the leak in the steam pipe become worse, so that it was
only by stopping to accumulate the ‘steam that we could pass the great rush at the rocks near
Dhantanum, where the current runs at about 8 miles an hour. During the night of the 22nd
that the Steamer

the river fell 4 feet and the current at the head of the Barrier-was so strong,
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the merchants would readily pay for freight,
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‘the restriction on the Public Works is removed. The fla
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could 6nly Jjust stern it, and with the small sy
push on any further, in case the water should
fore our return. I therefore resolved on rety
evening of the 24th having Proceeded tc? a pl
~ the steam pipe not given way, I am convince
for we should have averaged at least 5 mileg

Pply of steam “available,
fall so low, as to render th
Ining and reacheq Dowlai

ace 160 miles above the sea, Had the packing of
d we should have been over the Enchampilly Barrier,
an hour. over the current if not more, )

Lsaw it would not do to
e Barrier impassable, be~
shweram, . Again on the

: ] r the Coast, ‘ang an anng
Hydrabad, Chandal, .&ec; that salt would be

Procurable at Budrachellum at a slightly echanced
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9th;, The merchants on the Co,
could be made use of certainly until
various shoals could easily be deepen

ast would create the down Eréfﬁc an
the month of May next. As] feel Pretty confident the
ed at a smal] ex '

The slight experiment [
the shoals above Rajahmundry vere sufficien

ow what could be done every
year when taken systematically in hand. : . - .

10th, The plan I would suggest would be the constryet

model as that of the Steamer itself, they would carry 200 top

v 8 each with draught of water of
2" 6” and I reckon the cost of workipg as follows 1 — v | ' .

o A Rs.,
‘ Captain of Steamer........

.‘..o.-s-:-w --M.osr-\-.-t‘---‘u“l" 200
Crew, Engineer, Syrang Stokers, Lascars &e. 106

Fuel at 12 Rs. per day for 20 days in the month, 240
4 Lascars to each flat at Tonvrnranennn, . - 84

: 630
- Interest wear and tear and depreciation on . o : o
Steamer at 10 per cent. on 30,000.................. 250 -
Do. do. on flatsat 5,000 each 5............ 60 ‘
Oil, greace and other sundries................ . e 60
- Total monthly( charge.., 1,099

llih. The Steamer. could easily make 4 trips per ffn(z)nth, 50 §
a distance of 110 miles for 250 Rupees or a? thfe ra}tle of 1 hannas
being a little more than 1 pie per ton per mile,” T e merc]
amount so that there is a large margin for any sanguine c(a}
flats could be constructed, the present boats belonging to

he would thyg carry 400 tong
Per ton for the whole distance
ants would read;] Y pay 4 times that

culations op 0¥ Part, until the jroq
Overnment here, ooy

ts could be put toge

ther in 6 weelkg
after the material was received. To get however the great

est use out of the rjyp
establishment of exactly a similar Steamer and train in each reach betweex? the
tance being about 100 miles, and if temporary Locks were constructed wide eno
the passage of the flats immediate use could

be made of the river for nearly 3
flats I reckon would carry each 200 Europeans and a train woylg then take a wh

ment, I think a similar Steamer. might be constructed here for a less cost.}
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.

{Je 19 dat l .
N .

igned) H. FORBES, i
. (Signe )Actiny Secretary to Government.
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