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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 13th October 1857.

No. 40. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, in the Military De-
partment, dated 16th September 1857, No. 3245. ' S

Read letter from the Commissary General, 9th September 1857, No. 146, to the S‘ecretary to
Government, Military Department, Tort Saint George. )

Tn obedience to orders* of Government on two Telegrams received

* No. 2855, dated the 25th  from the Officer Commanding the Province of Malabar and Canaracon-
August 1857. nected with the great scarcity of rice which now exists at Cannanore,
and directing me to report why the impending scarcity of rice was not earlier provided for by
the Officer of this Depariment at Cannanore, I have the honor to state for the information of the
Right ITonorable the Governor’ in Council that on reference to Captain Mackellar Acting De-
‘ . puty Assistant Commissary Geeneral at Cannanore, [ have received a

t 26th August 1857, No. 272, rej)ly'f copy of which is annexed. ) .

2. " The imperfect communication during the South West Monsoon between the adjacent
countries of Coorg and Mysore from whence rice is usually obtained in abundance and the un-
f the weather early and late in the season preventing communication between

usual severity o
Canara and the rice countries along the Coast have been the cause of this sudden scarecity.

3. Cannanore has generally been so well supplied from the neighbourhood with rice that

it has never been considered necessary to store rice there, and the favourable reports of the crops

as well as the other gradual reduction in prices of grain after the fall of the first rains, prevente

ed any apprehension of a scarcity.
"4. T have received information by Telegram from Captain Mackellar that some Pattymars
have arrived with rice and therefore I hope that the distress caused by the scarcity will cease

almost immediately.

. e ———— i

From the Acting Deputy Assistant Commissary General, Q6th August 1857, No. 272; to the
Commissary General, Madras. ' a '

With reference to a Tclegraph message received yesterday evening calling for an immediate .
report regarding the scarcity of rice at Cannanore, I have the honor to submit the following
remarks upon the station and adjacent country. .

@, Cannanore during the monsoons is almost completely cut off from communication with

Coorg and Mangalore, the high roads from Mysore and Coorg to this place is at this season of
the year in some places in so muddy a state that it is almost impassable.

S. The Merchants of Cannanore have in consequence for some time given up procuring
supplics from Mysore, Coorg and the surrounding country where grain of every description is

cheap and plentiful owing to the insuperable difliculty they meet with in conveying their mer-
chandize from those parts to this place. :

4. This remark is applieable to the road between Mangalore and this Station which .is
closed during the rains.

. 5. " Under, the circumstances the merchants and tradesman have hitherto depended almost
entirely upon recciving their supplies of rice and wheat from Bombay, Mangalore and other
Ports to the North of Cannanore ; the price of the grains in the Market here consequently de-
pends upon the state of the weather, should be Monsoon set in earlier or continue longer than
usual the price of the grain is immediately raised by the dealers.

6. The trade of Cannanore more especially that connected with rice and wheat is almost
exclusively in the hands of a few wealthy Natives living in the Town and beyond Military
jurisdiction, and it is to these people that the grain dealers in the Cantonment Bazaars look for
their supplics—the latter are not as is generally the case in most Indian Bazaars—men of sube
stance and consequently cannot afford to keep up large stocks of grain. .

7. This year it appears that the Monsoon set in earlier than usual and with such violenee
that the fleet of Pattymars conveying rice, wheat, &c. for this place had to put back again—I
believe two of them were wrecked. '
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Communicated to the Department Public Works with reference to

. tl
the subject of the communications Inland from Cannanore, e Statements made on

(True Extract and Copies.)

(Signed) C. A. BROWNE, Colonel,

Secretary to Government,

Pt pv— ve—

No. 41. : OrDER THEREON, No.1910; dated 10th October 18‘57.

The Government having in Extract Minutes Consultation of this aay’s date No, 1909 taken
3

the necessary measures for keeping open the communication between Malabar and Mysore, no
b

separate orders arc required on the representations contained in the papers accompanying the
above Extract,

(Signed) II. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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Read letter, from the Commissary General, 9th Septemb;}‘ 1857, No. 146; to the Secretary to
Government, Military Department, Fort Saint George. RV
' o In obedience to orders* of Government on two
* No. 2855 dated the 25th August 1857. Telegrams received from the Officer Commanding the
Province of Malabar aad Canara connected with the
great scarcity of rice which now exists at Cannanore, and directing me to report why the impend-
arlier provided for by the Officer of this Department at Cannanore, I
have the honor to state for the information of the Right Honor-
+ 26th August 1857, No. 272. able the Governor »in Council that on refereucg to Captain
Mackellar Acting Deputy Assistant Commissary General at

Cannanore, I have received a replyt copy of which is annexed. )

2. The imperfect communication during the - : South West Monsoon between the adja-
cent countries of Coorg and Mysore from whence rice is usually obtained in abundance-and
the unusual severity of the weather early and late in the season preventing communication
between Canara and the rice countries along the Coast have been the cause of this sudden scareity.

ing scarcity of rice was not e

3. Cannanore has generally been so well supplied from the neighbourhood with rice that
it has never been considered necessary to store rice there, and the favorable reports Qf the 'prop;
as well as the other gradual reduction in prices of grain after the fall of the first rains, prevented
any apprehension of a scarcity. S

4. Ihave received information by Telegram from Captain Mackellar that some Pattymars
have arrived with rice and therefore I hope that the distress caused by the scarcity will cease
almost immediately. " S IS s

From the Acting Deputy Assistant Commissary General, 26th August 1857, No. 272; to the
- Commissary General, Madras. , e )

- With reference to a Telegraph message received yesterday evening calling for an immediate- .
report regarding the scarcity of rice at Cannanore, I have the honor to submit the following.
remarks upon the station and adjacent country. » SR U S T

2, Cannanore during the monsoons is almost completely cut off from communication with
Coorg and Mangalore, the high roads from Mysore and Coorg to this place is at this season of

the year in some places in so muddy a state that it is almost impassable.

3. The Merchants of Cannanore have in consequence for some time given up procuring
supplies from Mysore, Coorg and the surrounding country where grain of every description is
cheap and plentiful owing to the insuperable difficulty they meet with in conveying their mer-
chandize from those parts to this place.

4. This remark is applicable to the road between Mangalore and this Station which st
closed during the rains, : _

5. Under these circumstances the merchants and tradesman have hitherto depended almost

Ports to the North of Cannanore ; the price of the grains in the Market here consequently de-
pends upon the state of the weather, should the Monsoon set in earlier or continue longer than
usual the price of grain is immediately raised by the dealers. o

6. The trade of Cannanore more especially that connected with rice and wheat is almost
exclusively in the hands of a few wealthy Natives living in the Town and beyond Military

jurisdiction, and it is to these people that the grain dealers in the Cantonment Bazars look for

stance and consequently cannot afford to keep up large stocks of grain.

7. This year it appears that the Monsoon set in earlier than usual and with such violence
that the fleet of Pattymars conveying rice, wheat &c. for this place had to put back again—I
believe two of them were wrecked. ‘

8. The merchants all seemed to expect the arrival about the beginning or middle of Augaust,
of the Pattymars that had been stopped in May and it was but reasonable to suppose that
the rains which had set in much earlier than usual would cease about the time they usually do.
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Communicated to the Department Public Works with reference to the Statements made on
the subject of the communications inland from Cannanore,

Y reported upon by the Collector of Malabar and

nis,

(True Extract and Copies,)
s

r

N - o Lo F Secretary ¢ Government,
y bl s, T TYD ek (XL Hy. .
To the Départment Public Works, 7277 o < % » < | |

s» Commissary General,

, . Adjutant General,
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Exd. R. Spears, -
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