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Fort Saint George, Public TWorks Consultation of 29th September 1857,

B e e e S S

No. 85. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated
19th September 1857, No. 3818. '

Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superinﬁending Engineer Southern
Circle; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, No, 222,

[y

SIr,
I have just read your letter to Government of the 26th Ultimo, No. 3166, and feel that

however painful the subject may be, I am not only justified in affording an explanation of my
conduct so severely criticised by you, but that I am liable to most sericus reprehension if I fail

to do so satisfactorily.
2. Inall the earlier cases of projects sent up to the Central office, the papers were with

scarcely any exception received from you with the words ¢ For submission to Government” on

* the label, and the inference unavoidably was, that the opinion of the Superintending Lngineer
was not required, except in details, YVhich I d.id not fail to scrutinize as closely as possible. As
regards the projects themselves, their ex.pedl'ency or otherwise, I believe that my views wers
neither sought nor would have been received if at variance with your own.

3. I always stated to my Colleagues my opinion of the hurried and imperfect manner in
which such papers were sent up, and complained, as they too did, of the extreme difficulty of
obtaining proper information regarding them, but with the not unfrequent imputation of delay
proceeding from you, I admit most fully, that T felt myself merely an agent for the submission
of the projects of the District Engineers, in which capacity I assert that I acted with fi delity,

]

)

o

bt fmda

h

,‘ e

¢

to the extent of my powers.
4. That there is no record of my dissent from your views is easily accounted for by your

own positive prohibition of any such action on my part, of whichI am sure you need not be
reminded, but you will find in.m_y letter of th? .‘?th March 1857, No. 89, reporting my visit to
Nerinjepett, a distinct renufxcmtlon of. resI‘)mfmbllity for the annicut project, except in one res-
pect, viz, the interference with the Taan)re lrrlgat.ion, when drafting the report, I knew nothing
personally, of tLe work, and could 'not give an opinion of its merits, but stated to you verbally
my belief that the project was not in a fit state for submission to Government. You said you

wished it to go up, and I drew up such a paper as I thought you would approve.

5. I cannot admit that the “ professional treatment of the Southern Circle” has had in-
justice done to it by me, unless it can be shewn that I have been consulted ejther by yourself
or the District Engineers, but has this been the case? The papers have it is true been sent to
me, but in scarcely a single instance have you considered my views, except as before observed
in mere constructive details. I have all along felt my position not one of authority over tl;e
local Officers, and am convinced that such has been their feeling also, instances have moreoy er
occurred of your directly overruling in a needlessly painful manner my proceedings in trivial
matters, which you had a perfect right to do, on the footing you have so plainly de?:lared me to
be placed, but under such conditions you could not expect independent opinions to be given b
one who as you ezpressly and pointedly remarked, held only the Office of Secretary. J

6. The difficulties referred to in para. 6, are, I now find not such as I had believed, and I

have ascertained that all papers are entered in the Register which is brought to the Superi,nten d

ing Engineers. DButin making this admission of an error which I greatly regret, I must also

observe, that the bundles of papers are usually so quickly removed, that their cl;reful perusal is

impracticable, and important subjects are so mixed up with others of mere form, that I have

overlooked the former, and was under the impression, that there must be a separate Re gister

"’ although I have always endeavoured to see all Government orders. ’

7. I repudiate however the charge of want ¢ candour” in alluding to my having been kept
so long in ignorance of your application for my beiag sent on Circuit, as it was under the belief
that your official letter was not entered in the General Register, that I referred to it. I made
no allusion whatever to your private note which was the paper accidentally withheld. But in that
note itself there is no direct reference to your official application, and my first impression was,

that the order had originated with Government,




-t ramn e —
——— e U s e D
Sl N m et m e -

F\ & - ) T -
ort Saiat George, Publi IForks Coseullation of 20t% September 1357

i e N d

8. Ikl eot U0 .
r*rd‘t" cn tl : ’l 'run-)' ’OU 1%+ t}lﬂ Biulcs ‘h;(h !’..;10 .CCIA:!::“C!ZE“! my ux:nult, bu‘ ' mu’t
o Y . - .
it reatag to Para, 10, by 00312 that [ pn aware of ouly one order that 1 did not

chey, vi 3 .. X

8fict attenling 1y ‘(:c .L .v“-'“o. 'J_ proceed as qui My ae ponable o Jackatells and M

of miy being {, e Wulasin 14!\;urc, and thewo orders | airictly carticd out, yoUu
sisron ey way to the [l when You sent mo the onler ta procecd 10 T

and theeelore | S . .
. mm. sorfe 1t way ot owin g to any .1;[“,;". information that 1 dodnot go there | 3 0 N
ofemen? . : n
b s every weel, anl my procral route was hnown 1o you, as weil &8 10 Gorvernme

were aware
innevellys
portt

9. 1re g
13738 you will do mo the favor to submit this letter to Gorvernment.

CT——

Lern

: Sout
ppecls
] as

Rewolved, thag | . . . ) ) .
Circlo ot I ;l; “.u-m eomplisnce withy the application of the Superintendiry I et
! . senl,
uble Worke, and in conformity with tho apicit of tho late orders of Gorerimet
conveve} ia the 1ary b ] ’ . . l"‘; of IO~
Ay ane ottier patt of para. Jof Eatract Minutes of Conesliation Nu Lo (he
LS ai2Y § ‘:\Jo. !!)c {‘)f!'"')i"v' l ' L¢ . ) ! fur\'l rdf
iaformation of (; » R Cetted bo tanscnbed from Major Lawloze, aom 0 Nk SN2
fasernment, |n eontinuation of the Clicl Dnsincet’s umm;uz;;qum N
-3

a 0 .
aJ 3“,". ft.‘ptctu‘tl} cf lht l:u!’x ln-.! 2';5!1 L'I!imu.

ricd

“»
2 Resdved alw, that th

meat Publie Werk '
* the, w .
» will Le Lewt cotaulted '-" Lia "-fu;n;““o frv e

cn the rewnt peioi

in . . -
of ‘h*‘?:lmin ) nol;c:lrttffu? the .Supcrm!cndm,; Eangzinecr, bat with the diatinet UB
i cofability or rradinens to do on tho part of the Chicf fingipect

of the Depsrt
!!"r 'fﬂ\,f
Jers tandit§

e wishesof Government as underetosd Ly the hes
rg any fur

(Signed) C 1L FABLER, Coloncls ‘
C‘fff },‘gjourr.

No i
. XS Bld
Orora TrEarew, No. 1850 duted 20tk Keptember 1537

Osdered g2 '
tucted that the foerguing letter Lo recurded,

(Signed) M. TORDLS,
A ting Secvelary
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