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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 22nd September 1857,

No. 100. Read the following letter from G. V., BOOTHBRBY, Esq., Managing Partner of
the Aska Concern; to E, MALTBY, Iisq., Acting Chief Sccretary to the Govern.
ment of Fort Saint George, dated 1st September 1857, )

Sir,

I have the Lonor to acknowledge the receipt of an Extract from Minutes of Consultation
r date 21st August 1857, ordered to be- forwarded to me with reference to my letter of the

11th of July last.

The Right Honorable the Governor in Couneil, having given a final decision on the subject
of that letter, I have no intention of attempting any further discussion ; indeed all T aimed at’
has been accomplished, in that I have vindicated myselt from the charge of having made com-
plaints uncalled for and unfounded.

Bat as one portion of my letter of the 11th J uly last has been quite misunderstood I venture
to offer an explanation. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council observes that he ¢ js
“ not prepared to admit without qualification the correctness of Mr. Boothby’s argument in para.
“ 10 that the action of the broad wheels of the Factory Waggon is to consolidate rather than
“ destroy a road.” The remark referred to in my letter is as follows. I maintain that could
* such an arrangement have been made the road would have been infinitely benefited by the
* whole of our Sugar being carried to the coast on these said Waggons instead of on country
“carts.”  With deference I would submit that here a comparative benefit, and not a positive one,
1s spoken of : what I desired to imply was, not that our Waggons would have done good te the
road, but that they would have cut it upin a less degree, would have been Jess injurious to it
than the country carts; and that this opinion is correct is fully borne out by the remarks of the
Right Honorable Governor in Council on the subject. His Lordship observes *“ Broad wheels
* certainly do not cut into a road to the same depth as narrow wheels but this supposes the
“ wéight on each is the same.” N ow space for space there would have been actually much less
weight on the road by our Waggons passing over it than the : % tons on 4 wheels
each 5 in wide manifestly exercise a much s ¢ on any one spot than will { a ton
on 2 wheels such as those of the country carts, that is with no definite width of tire but merely cut
down to an edge. .

———

No. 101. OrpER THEREON, No, 1806; dated 22nd September 1857,

Ordered that the foregoing letter be recorded,

(Signed) H. FORBES;
Acting Secretary to Government,
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