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No. §2. Read the followipg letter from Colonel C. E. FA]?ER, Chief Engineer; to H.
_FORBES, Esq,, Acting Secretary to Government, dated 14th September 1857,

'No. 3657. .

Sir,

With reference to Extract Minutes Consultation 15th August 1857, No. 1584, I have the
honor to submit for transmission to the Government of India, the accompanying Statement of
Roads and Canals opened for traffic since the year 1848, prepared in pursuance of the orders of
the Honorable the House of Commons dated 3rd March last.

2. The Statement exhibits the information required under three heads.—1st. Trunk
Roads, which may be considered to include all the first class roads referred to by the House of
Commons as being continuously bridged and metalled.—2nd. District roads, which comprize
all the other roads of the country that have in any degree been mude available for traffic
and—3rd, the Canals led off from the great Annicuts, which serve both for irrigation and navi-
gation: as well as those formed from one tidal lagoon to another, which are at present used by
flat bottomed boats, and may be easily navigated by steam boats of light draught, ’

3. Most of the Trunk roads having been opened for traffic long previous to the year 1845,
when their formation and repair was systematically undertaken, the amount expended on their
construction since 1818 alone, would not give a correct idea of the outlay incurred on them by
Government, It has therefore been thought advisable to show also the amount of repairs exe-

cuted during the period in question.

4. In the case of the District roads, it must be observed, that the amount set down against
each road represents work of a character, varying from simple traces of the lines, to their imper-
fect and complete formation, and metalling in some instances. No general conclusion, therefore,
can be drawn, either from the aggregates of the distances, or those of the expenditure as to the
state of the roads represented, beyond aflirming that so many miles have been ed or rendered
practicable for whecled traffic, since 1848. Many of the roads are being gradu: ridged and
otherwise improved, but a good deal remains to be done before they can be pronounced fully

completed.

5. With regard to the Canals, it ought to be mentioned that, with the exception of the
rudimentary East Coast Canal, and some of the Rajahmundry and Masulipatam channels, all the
others are essentially of a local character, and that although they are not calculated to convey
traffic to any great distances, still they may be rendercd highly useful in the transport of local
produce, from one part of a District to another. The depth of all these lines seldom exceeds 4
feet, so that boats of only a light draught can ply on them. Flats of considerable length, but of
small beam, tugged by Steamers with paddles working midships, so as to be protected from colli-
sion, would probably be the most eflectiveand economical way of working these water communi-

cations.

6. The short time allowed for the preparation of the Statement did not admit of more
being done than a bare enumeration of the different roads on which work has been executed,
and of collecting into one item, the expenditure incurred at different periods on each, sinc® the

ear 1848. It would perhaps have been preferable if all the lines could have been represented
on a Map, and the extreme length of each communication given, instead of only the portions
included within the limits of each District separately. To do this accurately however, would
have required far more time than the period allowed by the orders of Government. - The Budget
Map however, of which 40 copies were supplied to the Honorable Court, will doubtless greatly
assist in determining the locality and the direction of the lines, in all cases where these cannot be

gathered from the Statement itself.
7. An abstract is attached to the Statement, shewing at one view, the number of miles of

Canal and District roads opened within each Collectorate, and the other roads &ec., available for
traffic; including in the case of the Trunk roads, the outlay on maintenance and repairs, in addi-

tion to that of construction.
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