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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25th August 1857,
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No. 36.

Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer: to H
D ? .
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 12th August 1857, No. 2859,

Sir, .

In forwarding cof)y of a letter No. 187 of the 27th Ultimo, from the Superintending En-
gineer Southern Circle, with an Extract from my Proceedings, agreeably to the renewed r:quest
of that Officers I do myself the honor to solicit the early instructions of Government in parti-
cular reference to the concluding portion of para. 1.

9, Tt will be seen that Major Lawford, considers that a personal examination of the localities
is essential to the satisfactory performance of the duty with which he is charged.

3. In para. 3, the Superintending Engineer Southern Circle states that he does not him-
self desire to repair to the Tanjore District immediately ; but in the belief that he must do so
before he can draw up his report, he has pressed for a decision on the subject, being naturally
anxious to learn how the Government may think proper to arrange for his reporting on the
inland navigation of Tanjore.

4. The special assistance represented to be necessary from the local authorities having
been called for by me without delay, it had not been my intention to trespass upon the time an?d
attention of Government until the instructions given to the District Engineers had been in part,
if not wholly acted upon. But the Superintending Engineer having drawn my attention to the
urgency with which at one period he had been directed to inspect the Districts of Tinuevelly
and Madura, and to the probability therefore of the revival of the order for his examination of
those Provinces, I am only complying with his own particular desire in requesting that I may
be informed in what manner it is the intention of Government that Major Lawford shall be em-
ployed for the remainder of the year.

5. Having regard to the absence already of one member of the Central office and to its
indefinite continuance, and taking into consideration also that an almost entire stoppage of the
Public Works, has been ordered, it appears to me that the services of the Superintending Engi-
neer Southern Circle will find a more useful field for their exercise at the Presidency than in
making renewed tours of professional inspection.

No. 37. ORDER THEREON, No. 1624 ; dated 22nd August 1857.

The Government are of opinion that Major Lawford may most conveniently visit Tanjore
and Trichinopoly for the purpose of preparing a report on the inland navigation, early in Janu-
ary next, and that on the completion of that work he should proceed through Madura and
Tinnevelly, two districts of his circle, which he was unable to visit this year.

(Signed) I. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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