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No.25.  Read the following letter from G. W. BOOTHBY, Esq., Managing Partner of the
Aska concern; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to the Government,
dated 11th July 1857. :

Sigr,
1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of an Extract from Minutes of Consultation
under date June 18th 1857, together with 4 enclosures, ordered to be forwarded to me for any
remarks I may wish to offer, which enclosures I now, as requested, herewith return.

9. Teeling confident that there is nothing in these papers at all invalidating either the just-
ness of the complaints T ariginally made to the Collector of the District, or my refutation of
Major Birdwood's subsequent statements on the subject, I should have been well content to have
left the case, without any further observations on it, for the decision of the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council but as some few explanatory remarks may seem called for I will now pro-
ceed to offer them. S |

3. And first, without immediate replication to the points in dispute, I beg to state that I
am in possession of a letter from the late Chief Engineer Colonel A. Cotton dated January 5th
1834, informing me that on my letter of April 10th 1852, to the Public Work Commissioners
being submitted to the Court of Directors a bridged Road from hence to the coast had been order-
ed to be constructed immediately, and here let me call attention to the special plea urged in the
following paragraph of my letter that the road should be bridged throughout, and thus rendered
available for traffic during the_rainy season. :

B L ¢ must therefore be apparent that at the best of times the difficulty and delay in get-
« ting our large quantities of produce to the coast are very great. A road even without bridges
¢¢ would of course remedy this evil during the seven months mentioned, but uunless every river
¢ and nullabis bridged, a road will be utterly ineffectual in removing the greatobstacle of which
¢ we have to complain, namely, our valuable produce being shut up for five months of the year,
¢ YWhen our sugar works are at full work the value of the property on the spot thus locked up
¢¢ would reach four lacs of Rupees, and considering the great and direct aid which our operations
¢ fford in the collection of the Revenue of the District, in proof of which I'will only mention
¢ that at the commencement of last month our advances on the cane crop of the present year
¢ amounted to Rupees 3,50,000 for which no return had been received, the whole amount hav-
¢ ing been advanced from time to time since October last to enable the Ryots to pay their kists
¢ a5 they became due, considering this, I say, it is surely not expecting too much to seek for the
¢t removal of this serious obstacle to .the commercial prosperity of the District under which it has
% 50 long laboured.” ' ' .

The boon thus sought for was readily granted by the Court of Directors and yet on the first
occasion of our endeavouring to take advantage of its benefits the Engineers Department in this
District look upon the attempt as deserving of severe censure.

5. It is specially during the rainy season that benefit to the commerce of the District from
roads and bridges must be looked for. At other .seasons these, then necessities, are mere conve-
niences and of comparatively trifling value. This very year from the middle of Iebruary to the
middle of May we despatched to the Coast close upon 1000 tons of Sugar and 3 @ 400 Hhds. of
Rum without one single cart 'haviug gone upon the road between this and Injelly. Precisely at
the only time the road and bridges are really indispensable a great grievance is made of my at-
tempting to use them.

G. Itisstated that the road could not have been expected to be sufﬁciently consolidated at the
time we began to subject it to heavy traffic. But is this correct ? The road was commenced in
the end of 1833. Towards the close of 1834 portions of it were opened for traffic, but early in
1855 the entire road was closed and remained so until December of that year. Surely then by
July 1836, it ought to have been fit for any traffic, but no sooner did we begin to use the road
at that time than it gave unmistakable evidence of being inefficiently constructed, very shortly
afterwards becoming quite impassable, the carts having to seek a passage on the Paddy fields.

When this road was first commenced Captain Rundall ; aware of the necessity of giving great
stability to it over the low ground between this and Injelly; told me that he purposed extra me-
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assed over higher lands, ITad this

.tailing it along this portion and wusing .less meta] where it p
been done, and had piles of metal been placed all along the roaq ready for use in the
without being driven to the necessity of carting it at that season ;
would have answered the purpose it was made for,
expense of entirely re-making a road that had not
statement that even the stipulated quantity of metal
peat it having been an -eye witness of the fact
topic of remark.

monsoon ;
Iventure to assert that the roaq

ment would have been saved the
a twelve month, Ag regar
were not put on this road,

notorious as to become a co

been used

and gravel
s “_’hich was so

ds my
I re.
mmon

7. Major Birdwood indignantly observes, M. Boothb

Y surely does not attempt to deny
“ that the road was severely cut up by the traffic from the fac

tory during the monsoon,”

was there to be useq and T used
it, nor am I aware of any magical process by which it is Possible to prevent laden carts from
cutting up a road, though from the remarks on th n the papers under reply it would
appear to be considered that I ought to possess such a Power, It would have been something
more to the purpose, rather than to display such undue solict

had metal been provided, and used at a fitting time for the roa

is subjgct i

9. Major Birdwood, again makes an assert
me by Colonel F. Cotton, I therefore beg leave to record a most emphatic ¢
ing ‘against using the road either with country carts or Factqry wagoons,
that could be construed into such a warning having been uttered to
‘What Colonel Cotton did say is this, On my asking him if he did not thj

' slightly.constructed he replied ““yes and I have told them so.”
me not to use the road, but to the Engineers that there was mo
foresight regarding repairs, Moreover, 'immediately after Colonel Cotton’s return from thig
District to Madras I received a letter from Mr, J. B. Key, late senior partner of the Firm of
Messrs. Binny and Co., informing me that having heard from Colone] Cotton of the road
being quite ready for traffic, and the Injelly bridge nearly so, they were on the look out to en-
gage a vessel to send up for a cargo. It would indeed have been wholly inexplicable had Colo-
nel Cotton warned me against taking advantage of that which he had so strenuously advocated
being granted, namely, the means of communication with the coast ‘during the rainy season, and

every word he said to me on the subject evinced his gratiﬁ_cation at the prospect of that object
being attained. R

ion regarding some warning having been given

enial of any warn.
or of any expression
me by that Officer,
nk the road much too
Thus the warning was not to
re than- ordinary necessity for

10. As to the attempt, of which )
large Factory waggons on the road. I mus
point. I maintain that, could such an ar
infivitely benefited by the whole of our

instead of on the country carts. The inference to be drawn from Maj i

ajor Birdwood’s comments
on the construction of these waggons is that he considers largeness o

f diameter and width of tire
of wheels to be objectionable and specially injurious to 5 road! A greater error, as I need
scarcely remark, could not be made, and the very action he attributes to such wheels as our
waggons have is precisely that action which they are specially calculated nof to exercise! If
the remark as to a tendency to plough up a road had been applied ' '
diameter, or even to the wheels of ight have been appropriate. If the wheels
of the Factory waggons were 14 fe width of tire also increased,
they would be so much the Jess injurious to a road! In England just such waggons as ours
Pay a very small toll because wheels of that kind are known to do so litt]e injury to a road, and
waggons with wheels still broader (some of ches) and of still larger diameter pay no
toll at all because they are considered to act as rollers on the roads, [ may also remark that
the load on our aggon was mot a large one as stated but only 3 tons whereas we brought up

from the coast on th

¢ Very same waggon, without ever going on the road, one piece of machinery
weighing 7} tons, I submit therefore that I have conclusively shown the attempt in question

to have been a proper and ewof it, instead of meriting the reprobation
passed upon it,

Tajor Birdwood so strongly disapproves, to use our
t presume entirely to differ from his opinion on this
angement have been made, the road would have been
sugar being carried to the coast on these sajd waggons

them 18 in

Justifiable one in every vi
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moment Lieu ent. )
breach in question by a m‘.ld embankm in my statement as to the actual width of the
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3 the so called discrepancy _ ! the actual merit
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breach made byt t?hivﬁ;fh still remains intact, namely that;r th.e rtuls)?eZChW:o p r,ee iteelt, and whother
) - 1en
of my statemen so powerful as to make a sufficient e e e
. bankment was s0 P . al, but T may just mention that my let
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15. The statement is agai

D repeated .
that I could have obtained assis ’ ' She erroncous hature of whi

. tance fr ch I for inte
attentive person, would rom Overscers. The Oy mer) pointed out,

- anye:sef:r at Aska, a most energetic and
ssistance as far as hj

| hen q s his own charge
the Road. The person in charge ,-y told me that he had nothing to do "gl
and when there, could never be seen. Tw; midge was neatly always aw; : + post
and when here, n. Twice I sent out s : ys away from his post

. b dpobf?- And even when Lint Peclally to seek assistance from him byt
appointed a speci i 1 im i
hiﬁse X ql)dcxal meeting with him in forenoon at the brid

' [
hou h, e could not be seen. According to DMr. Mober]y’ Ole, though
act howe i : :

. .ver z.ls stated by me, I again remark, remaing thc;y roory he
f) supervisor is to be attributed, Directly Lieutenant I Sa'me ‘o what
just alluded to he sent a message to me to say he wished t o
er than the terms of condemnation in which Le t o

was “ bewildered "™ The

éver cause th
.. e neglect
gton arrived hor -

pkins, nothing had
eclared that his ex-

to the bridg . ot that the pew .
ge should have stability given them for immediate trﬁ;ce;:ly 1thro“ D up approaches

a Y the use of fascines, }

, had

been wholly ne_q.lectecl, and regarding the Road, along whj h h ;

to me was that it never could have gotinto such a stiteh (('lx " ol just ey hia very remars
of repairs. The then unmeasured censure presents a stra .
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Post, and when there seldem to be seen he

. 16.  Referring to Major Birdwood’s declaration that no one co
himself regret any damage sustained by the Aska Factory
fully bear witness to the invariable readiness with which }‘1e
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few words would probably have saved all :his corre.
pe:nds on the successful result of their own labours
failures, and the case in question threatened very s
have had a bard struggle here for the last ten year

uld more sincerely than
I most fully believe this and cheer-
attended to such applications as I
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for immediate assistance, to apply to

left without any res-
n been on the spot a
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Had any sych perso
spondence, People
cannot afford to sjt s¢
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17. There is one more poi i
. ! point only in the papers befor. ini
is the following remark by Lieutenant IIarington? “ Proba‘t?l;n;:smmmng to be noticed and that

““ have been obliged to apply the remedy of not allowing the Fact - Oficer been here he would

o L
in the " i i
last rains,” This remark surely evidences an entire want

subject, and a vi imite . . of a just iati
ject, view limited to the mere consideration of the road in thejabstrazf)clzr: cm}tlon Olf the
. o the exclusion

e A Y .

b — Sl S

of the object for whic
formed me in an offici
suffe
our Bandies ofl altogether.
mercial traffic
the case for so many years.
not attempt undertaki
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h the road was made, another Officer who was in charge of this road in-
al letter that the Factory Bandies were only allowed on the road ¢ by

rance” the wheels not being of a proper description, at the same time threatening to turn
If such views as the foregoing should ever be acted upon the com-

of the District would bein a far better position without any road at all, as was
We should then know what we had to depend upon, and should
ngs on the faith of that which might fail us at any moment.

Register of Rain guage for the month of June 1856 kept at Aska Sugar Works.

Inches,
Ist ... .. ... 0850
2nd ... ... 2°480
4th ... ... ... 0588 )
5th ... ... ... 2500

6th ... ... ... 0318
7th vo or .. 0°218
8th ... ... ... 0480
10th ... ... ... 00088
14th ... ... ... 0033
15th ... ... ... 1'262
16th ... ... ... 0100
20th ... ... .. 0654
23rd vee  oa ... 3000
24th ... .. .. 1936
25th o v oo 0022
29th ... .. ... 1653
30th ... .. ... 0087

No 26. ORDER THEREON, No. 16183 dated 21st August 1857,
be the Chief Enginecr 1. The foregoing letter contains Mr., Boothby’s rejoinder
A itted e Chief Enginec . . : 5
311:)1‘1“;::: Proceedings of the 2erd  to the reply* made by Major Birdwood and the Engincer Offi-
May 1857, No. 620. cers of the Ganjam District, to hisallegations regarding the state

of the Aska road and the approaches to the Injelly bridge, as well as respecting the embank-
inents of the Mahanuddy river.

9, The Right Honorable the Governor in Council considers that the discussion on the
points at issue between Mr. Boothby and the Engineer Officers, has been carried on sufliciently
long, and that no useful purpose will be served by further references to either party.

3. Trom the correspondence that has passed on the subject, it appears to His Lordship in
necessary delay was allowed to take place in the completion of the road to the

Council that un :
in not repairing the road, and construct-

Coast, and that there was also some negligence evinced
ing a head sluice to the Neeraloo drainage Nullak, before the setting in of the monsodn.

4. The Governor in Council is not prepared to admit, without qualification, the correct-
ness of Mr. Boothby’s argument in para. 10, that the action of the broad wheels of the Factory
Wacawon is to consolidate rather than destroy a road. Broad wheels certainly do not cut into

oD . . R .

a road to the same depth as narrow wheels, but this supposes that the weight on each is the same.

It was to the great weight which the waggon carried that objection was made; and had it b?el‘l

used oftener, instead of, as it appears, an attempt only having

”‘j\ic‘:itf';g'lt. Hp“l::'g?m“‘s Memo, 15th  y,0n once made, the probability is that it would have caused
BY 1t . . A

: comparatively greater damage than the country cartst such

Licutenant Moberly’s letter, £7th April ‘
1897, para. & even as Lieutenant Harington describes them, to the use of

which the destruction of the road is now attributed.
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5. On the whole, howev ‘er, it

appears to the Governor in Council that M, B«
presentations as to the neglect to repair the road, and the omission to build a head

$ Licut. Moborly's ltter, paras, 1115, \cm‘alo? '\uﬂah, are sul)ctantmll) coirect.
considering the maturel of the soil, the state of the scason, and
the difficulty experienced jn Procuring metal for the road,

i His Lordship in Council is of opi-
nion that some allowance is dye to the Ofiicers who had to encounter obstructions which were
) some extent beyond their control.

ootlby's re-
sluice to the
At the same time,

6. Ordered that a copy of those Pxoc"edmf‘fs be forw
to his lctter of the 11th Ultimoj an

‘arded to Mer, Boothb‘
d that a transcript of

the sama
and the Engine

» With reference

be furnhhed to the Chicf
er Ofiicers of the Ganjam

Emmcer for comniunication tq ’\Im

or Dirdw vood,
District.

(Signed) 11, FoRppg,

Acling Secretary to Government,

Public IVOr]cs Cons T T T e s e :
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