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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 25¢h August 1857.
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No. 12. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer ; to 1L
FORBES, Fisq., Acting Sceretary to Government, dated 10th August 1857, No. 2509,

Sir,

Referring to that portion of the interdicting order of the Government of India, contained
in Colonel Baker’s despatch No. 8235 of the 3rd Ultimo, which exempts Military Works from
the operation of the stringent restrictions on further expenditure for the improvement of the
country, I do myself the honor to solicit the early favorable consideration of the Right ITonorable
the Governor-in-Council to the claims of the large unfinished Bridge and which is now in course
of construction across the river Palaur on the Bangalore road near Velldte, to betreated as a
Military work likely to exercise the greatest influence on the movements of troops and supplies

etween The Presidency and the capital of the Mysore territory.

2. Unbridged, the river Palaur, as Iis Lordship is aware, may in flood interrupt operations

of importance, and the fortress and garrison of Vellore, may have its communications temporarily
cut off at a critical moment, a contingency that would be averted by cowpleting the fine work

which has now been suspended.’
3. The opinion of the Provincial Commander-in-Chief as conveyed to me by the Quarter
Master General of the Army, is herewith submitted for the information of Government,

4. Ttis believed that the arches of the Palaur bridge near Vellore can be turned very ex-
peditiously, materials being already collected for the purpose, and the stoppage of Public Works,
elsewhere will admit of the whole resources of the District being concentrated on that ove under-
takinz, should its prosccution be ordered upon Military grounds for the reasons briefly set forth

in para. 2 of this communication.

No. 13. OrpER THEREON, No. 1611 ; dated 19th August 1857.

1Vith the above letter, the Chief Engineer forwards a communication from the Quarter
Master General of the Army, conveying the opinion of the Provineial Commander-in-Chief on
the importance of the Dridge across the Palaur river near Vellore, in a Military point of view, as
one connecting Vellore with the Railroad, and affording facilities for the movement of Troops
and supplies between the Presidency and the Mysore territory, and recommends its early com-
pletion.  Under the circumstance above stated, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council
authorizes the Chief Engineer to issue the necessary instructions to the District Lngineer to
proceed with the construction of the Dridge, suspended under the recent orders of the Govern-

ment of India, as an important Military work.

(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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