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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 18th August 1857.

o i

Rezd the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Judicial Depart~
ment, dated 5h August 1857, No. 961.

No. 38.

L . . . L L L . ) . Read the following letter fromJ. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons; to E. MALTBY, Esq.,
- e CocTe D SR .; CLeT s s - . : E Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Palmanair,'
o Lo R R L S - - 13th July 1857, No. 257,

) ! ) R IR ) Sir,
N T ‘ RN oL : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Extract from the Minutes of Consulta-
. . N ‘ tion No. 778, (6th July 1857,) forwarding for my consideration and report letters from the Ses-
gions Judge of Chicacole and from the Executive Engineer objecting to the plan proposed by me,
- - and sclected by Government, for the improvement of the Jail at Chicacole and proposing another
L , plan. :
T S — o ) : A i T . o, T must say that letters are sufficiently unsatisfactory and it appears to me that if the
L DT e T L LT e e : o . facts stated are correct, some explanation, of the circumstances under which the building was so
T e s . I S S oo I . S badly constructed in so objectionable a situation, is due to Government.
-~ T R, ST : Ch B : - ’ ' . o co A . 3. 1 have not on my records the corrcspondence which led to the erection of the new hos-
ST ST E e - oot , R - o '?“ pital, now condemned by the Judge and Civil Engineer, it was completed just before I took
charge of my office and among the papers handed over to me by the Foujdaree Udawlut was one

' From Session Jadge Chica from Mr. Glass, the present Judge, proposing the enclosure of this very
r T -

cole to Civil Engineer, 9th
Division, 21st Feby. 1835.
From Session Judge Chica-
cole to Secretary Board
of Revenue Dept. Public
Works, 27th March 1855.

hospital at a cost of (about 1,800 Rupees.*) Not a word was then said
of the objections now raised to the building, though it is evident from
the present correspondence that ¢ this hospital, on the very first slight
fall of rain, after it was built, was so damp, or rather so wet, that up-

) * Bill mislaid. wards of an inch of water was found over the floors,” some alterations
BT were made which “in a small measure kept the hospital drier, for a time, but when the monsoon
‘ ) e came down, the nullah * * came down and formed (as it dues every year) a sheet of water from
o Lo . . . S . ; - the road passing the Jail across to the hospital * * * and overflowing the hospital, covering the

S R ST et - T . ) floor to the extent of upwards of a foot of water 1" Again the ground is stated to be incapable
of drainage because “the ground altogether there and thereabout is so much below the level of
the river that instead of getting rid of the water, the back flow would swamp not only the ground

) . ) R \ ' ‘ and hospital, but the Jail itself, * *if an opening were made in the high banks.”

4. Under these circumstances, never alluded to either by the Judge or Engineer on my
visiting the buildings with them and the Surgeon, what is proposed ? “to give up the hospital,”
TSI T Il e T e e LT D S e annually overflowed and damp, after the slightest shower, to the European Jailor and Dresser

AR EE TR L oL and their families and erect a new building for the Convicts! a consideration well worthy of a
L liberal Government !

5. As for the defects in the building itself, I will not offer any remarks, it was built by one
Engineer Officer hardly three years ago, and is condemned by an Officer in the same department
now, while the Judge gives his opinion ¢ that unless for the material, the building will in a very
short time be worthless.”

. ’ - . : P . c T 6. Mr. Palmer gives the following particulars as to the levels.
R { - ‘ : R o . T 7. Top of basement above high water mark in the river 4-6. The ground about it is on a
. L T o e R < ) e S ' P level with the highest water mark in the river which secms within 450 yards of it.
B T : T, R o . /‘ 8. Mr. Glass says that Mr. Palmer, not having seen a heavy fall of rain or monsoon, his

statements are below the truth.

9. With these statements before the Government, I do not see how I can recommend an
. outlay of one Rupee on any addition to the Chicacole Jail, and I certainly shall not forward a
* proposition that a European Jailor and respectable Native Dresser should be put into a building
represented to be such as is above described by those who cannot be mistaken.

10 But supposing the Government to overrule this objection, what is proposed is no
equivalent to my plan. I required such a space as would enable me to confine the prisoners to

hard labor within walls : enclosing an area of 436x320=145,920 feet=16,213 yards, nearly
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e hospital bei sed would not [ X ] ) ;
sures. The space pro olsni glaced where it is, and thathf“'e been necessary but for th P Read the following letter from J. ROIDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons; to E. MALTBY, Exq, !
12, Tn addic posed by the Engineer would ava.it bls desirable to have no sepm-:t c"c";‘" - Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Palmanair, :
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would be objected to. » I may remark, that the confined any uscful purpose. |- 13th July )
ed position cl ;
13. T must P chosen for the h f Sir,
. not altogeth e hospital
3,92 gether pass ov . } \ ‘ .
sx,,u-els’ _Pl'0posed by the Engincer, for b‘ ell‘ d}he relative estimates 1f; > I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Extract from the Minutes of Consulta-
I ’ ’ N i » . -
460 éln an estimate of R\lpees 5,510 i:cll z{’]gs Ol\ly, RUPCOS 463 can tl)n an estimate for R“Pees i \ tion No. 778, (6t,h July 1857,) forwarding for my consideration and Y(‘})Ol‘tletters from the Sessions
be neezpse; worth of the work ; besides t;lﬁ ing 570, for a road, the pr} e saved by convict labor, Judgze of Chicacole and from the Executive Engineer objecting to the plan proposed by me, and
€ M s : 18 % N . . . .
or the Jailor’s and Dresser's resi(si,e:z Chicacole 1,200 pre:snies“’f““ght do more than j , selected by Government, for the improvement of the Jail at Chicacole and proposing another plan.
es. . ; ) _ . pl
" S 't more than would b i 2. I mustsay that Jetters are sufficiently unsatisfactory and it appears to me that if the
As it now appears cl — ) \ facts stated are correct, some cxplanation, of the circumstances under which the building was so
under date 26th May 18;3; 'tha; the plan for the improv by | badly constructed in s0 objectionable a situation, is due to Government.
7) is objecti eme . ) : . .
closed and of that on which the 1;] ect O“a})le, owing to the Saw?,f of the Clicacole Jail (sanctioned 'i { ; 3. I have not onmy records the correspondence which led to the erection of the new hos-
o Mr. Robde wi ospital is built—the same mu?y nature of the ground to bOue j ’ ‘ pital, now condemned by the Judge and Civil Engineer, it was completed just before 1 took
posing, which a e:,r W({Il report what should be done f, st be abandoned. ¢en- b ‘ charge of my office aud among the papers handed over to me by the Foujdarce Udawlut was one
. PP oubtful, that it is capable of i or the improvement of the hospi ‘ . from Mr. Glass, the present Judge, proposivg the enclosure of this very
3. This correspondence wi mprovement, 1e hospital, sup- ’ From Ses~ion Judce Chic®  hos tal at a cost of (about 1800 Rupees. #) Not a word was then said
may b i d oo will be referred t d cole to Ciwil Engineer, 9t h P . P i i aid
h}f e asc.ertamed what Officer or Officer’s o the Public Worlks De Divicion, 215t February1855. of the objections now raised to the building, though it is evident from
choice of site and to construction. are to blame in the matter P;rtment 1n order that it ' Ft:;n ;c::&x: ;hglﬁigh;cfaclg‘l: the present correspondence that ¢ this hospital, on the very first light
of the ho-spital, both as to . veniue l)e[.nr;v{neu:‘ {;u_bslic fdll of rain’ after it was built, was so damp, or rather so wet, thut up-
(True Extract and Co A ';fs‘l;{d'_“ arch 1835+ 45 of an inch of water was fot}nd over the floors,” some alterations
Py.) were made which “in 2 ¢rall measure kept the hospital drier, for a time, but when the nonsoon’
(Signed) E. ) came down, the nullah *  ® came down and formed (as it does every year) a sheet of water from
] Ge N ! ) : .
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s cting Chief Secretary. ‘ foor to the extent of upwards of a foot of water!” Again the ground is stated to be incapable
No. . “ und altogether there and thereabout is so much below the lev 1
39. OrpER THEREOY, No. 1590 . , , of drainage becaust the gr? altos b back f : ] el of
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: g t :
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: . Eng:neer O ffiger hardly three years ago, and is condemned by an Officer in the same department
l\ " now, while the Judge gives his opinion ¢¢that unless for the material, the building will in a very
short time be worthless.” .
‘g , 6. Mr. Palmer gives the following particulars as to the levels.
| 7. Top of basement above high water mark in the river 4-6. The ground about it is on a’
s v ’ Jevel with the highest water mark in the river which seems within 450 yards of it.
. ‘ 8. Mr. Glass says that Mr. Palmer, not having seen a heavy fall of rain or monsoon, his®
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(Signed) J. R}JIIDE,

Inspecor of Prisons,
As it now appears clear that the plan for the ; cacole Jdil (sanctioned
under date 26th May 1857) is objectionable, owing to the Swampy nature of the ground to be ep.
closed and of that on which the hospital is built—the same must be abandoned,
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of improvement,
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(True Extract ang Copy) .
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Acting Chief Secretary

To the Inspector of Prisons.
»»  Public Works Department,

Exd, ¥, Cartledge.
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