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o L R : R S - ' Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 18th August 1857,
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. - T Lo TS o : o B i No.8.  Read the following letter from Colonel C. E, FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
. ' T . _7 . | ) . . , ] ‘ : FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 18th July 1857, No. 2105.

SIRr, .. .

I have the honor to bring to the notice of Government that the travelling allowance claim-
. ed by Mr. E. E. Merrall, Civil Engineer, in charge of the Bezoaral workshop in the Masuli=
patam District, was considered by this officc as inadmissible, and accordingly the Bills for the
months of January, February, and March last, were returnad to the District Engineer Kistnah
Division, from whom they were received. IHé was at the same time informed that Mr. Merrall
was not entitled to any travelling allowance as the Inspection list of those months shewed that
he was employed only at his fixed station, Bezoarah, while the Rules required that to entitle an

Officer to this allowance, he should have travelled at least 5 miles a day from his ixed station.

2. Captain O:r has re-submitted the Bills in question with & letter of explanation from
Mr. Merrall, in which he endeavours to establish a elaim for this allowance upon the Articles
of agreement entered into between himself and the Hororable Court, and also and the ground
that he had previous Yo January last, drawn Tentage at 3 Rupees a day. I do not myself think
that Mr. Merrall, has established a claim for travelling allowance, but befofe sibmitting his
case to the Government, for its orders I considered jt proper to obtain the opinion of the Civil
Auditor on the subject. I beg to submit Mr, Lushington’s reply to my reference. Ie says
Mr. Merrall’s claim cannot be rejected without in some measure violating the ¢onditions of the
Covenant which appears to have been entered into with him by the Honorable Court of Directors,
but that the claim can only be admitted under the decision of Government. This decision I
would consider to have been already made by the Government in Extract Minutes of Consul-
tation of the 1st Instant, No. 1278, in which the Government refused to adopt my suggestion
that Oflicers in charge of particular works should be permitted to draw travelling allowance
during the whole time of their stay on the spot. As however the Government may be disposed
to consider M. Merrall's case as special, and Ido think it is deserving of favorable consi deration
from the fact that he had previons to J anuary last, drawn Tentage, which by the new Rules he
is deprived of, and as he has not bencfited in respect of emoluments by the new arrangements,
I beg to recommend Mr, Merrall’s claim for the special consideration of Governnient.

O e, o S~

No. 9. O=zpzr THEREON, No. 1575; dated 12th August 1857.

1. The Chief Engineer submits a letter from the District Engineer of the Kistnah Divi-
_ sion, enclosing one to his address from Mr. Me:rall, Covenanted Civit Engineer in charge of the
! Bezoarah work-shop, claiming travelling allowance for the months of January, February, and
March last, although he did not quit his station during that period.

2. Mr. Merrall bases his claim to travelling allowance on two grounds; first on the
articles of his agreement with the Honorable Court, and secondly, on the terms in which the
grant of tentage to Covenanted Civil Engincers was recommended by the late Board of Public
Works, and sanctioned by Government. The Civil Auditor, to whom the Chief Engineer re-
ferred the claim, considers that it cannot be rejected without in some degree violating the con-
ditions of the Covenant; and Colonel Faber, while regarding the claim as inadmissable, recome-
mends it, as a special case, for the favorable consideration of Government,

3. In support of the first ground, Mr. Merrall urges that his Covenant engaged that he
should be provided with the means of conveyaice when employed in his professional duties ;
and he states that he was informed that he would thus be relieved from the necessity of ever
proceeding to his business on foot, and that he considers that the allowance was given to defray
the expenses of keeping a suitable conveyance o enable him to proceed to business at all times.

4.. The Government cannot admit that this is the meaning of the clause of the Covenant
which Mr. Merrall has quoted. It says, that the said Company, or their Government in India,
. _ “shall make such allowance as they may deem adequate for his travelling expenses;” and this,
the Government are of opinion, refers to real and boni fide travelling, and not, as Mr. Merrall
imagines, to the expznses of a conveyance to take him from his house to his office. The Cove-
nant therefore bas nothing to do with the settlement of the claim under references
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5. The Honorable Court agreed to give Mr, Merrall a certain salary, and after his arrival { - "/ ///// /f«f// \ f

in India, the Government sanctioned his being paid the same tentage as was drawn by all other ' i . N “ S ' O
Officers of the Department to which he was attached. TUnder orders framed by the Govern- { { ;

ment of India, tentage was abolished, and certain 1ates of marching allowance were substituted, _
and they were made applicable to the Department generally. Tcntwe was formerly drawn . ' . / :/Z //p)/\

whether Officers were stationary, or on the move; marching allo“ance is mow given oply for . . ' ., . < . .

bona fide movements; and as Mr. Merrall fills a stationary office, it is clear that he is not entit- 1 ‘ o /20//( . . . o )

led to travelling allowance. - : : , - - . S
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6. The second ground on which Mr., Merrall urges his claim, is based on the terms of the A ( -y ,
, . -, ///(‘ /l(////[(/;’,

late Board’s recommendation for the grant of tentage to the Covenanted Civil Eneineers. w i
¢ These allowances,” the Board state in their letter of the 19th April 1853, “are in acc:rdance , ’ ) ’ <
“with the agreements of the Civil Engineers with the Court of Directors, and therefore do not - ' ' 7, o T A . .,
¢ require the sanction of the Government of India; adding Lowever that ¢ they will not be drawn ' : ! t- {, ;o S~ ‘ . S
“ till the parties are qualified for detached employnent.” The Government are not prepaced to ‘ VP 5 N
admit that these words bear the interpretation which Mr. Merrall has placed on them. Tentage l//,/zf (/(; 74 /( S0/ /ﬂ /()//{é 707720 /l/

was obviously intended to be considered as a marching allowance, (to which Mr. Merrall was ! ! /
entitled under his Covenant) by the limitation of i:s grant to the time when Off ' ‘ -
cers were quali- LT ) f/(?t 21258 ?
, fied for detached duty. So long as they could cxly serve at the head station, they were not to ' - T .o T~ /A/} VCXC{A[( i/N”U/
have it; and it was not therefore given as an allowance to enable Mr. Merrall to keep a convey- ' . e W Vo . ..
ance, but to reimburse him for keeping up a marching establishment, ! (// { . . eSS e AR e
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7. If this claim to marching allowance be admitted in the case of Mr. Merrall, it must . 5 v
lso be ad dinf f all the oth . : e VY 4 /o / /
a so e admitted in favor of all the other Covenauted Civil Enginecrs and Overseers, so long as * | Ot e Sioriod Lo O 774 /o /u v/”,/a..(" o
they may remain in the service, and they will thus be placed on a different footing from all the | L y
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rest of the Department. The Government see no reason for establishing this distinction, either (//,»,/(z “,“(/1’,///”, /S e '/5,‘, ' /A -/16/ . ///(’(/’f('/u'é ¢'{/[¢1 ”1(“/
on the ground of the Covenant, or on the terms of the Board’s recommenddtlon for the grant of ’
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tentage ; and they request that the Chief Engiteer will inform Mr. Merrall accordingly. 2 (/{/ . /{L% (5_. l(/?f; . /‘( ; “(// (/( , {/ f, 1///1665 /e e z/zfl«i(/c (’///{é
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