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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 11th August 1857,
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No. 60.  Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 29th July 1857, No. 2504,

Six,

With reference to para. 2, of Extract Minutes Consultation 17th July 1857, No. 1372, 1
have the honor to submit for the information of Government, copies of two Circulars issued by
me in pursuance of the orders of Government of India, restricting the expenditure on Public
Works during the Current Official year.

2. From the Statement appended to the second of the Circulars above referred to, it will
be secn, that allowing Rupees (4,64,012) four lacs sixty-fpur thousand
and twelve, for Milirary Works, Rupees (20,000) twenty thousand for
the Salem Jail, and Rupees (880) eight hundred and eighty for the Mas-
ter Attendant’s Office at Cochin (which seems to be specially referred to in the statement of the
Government of India under the head of “ Naval") thiere remains only Rupees (67,476) sixty-seven
thousand, four hundred and seventy-six, available for works for state purposes.. It has appeared
to me advisable that this sum should be held at the disposal of Government along with that set
apart for emergent works, rather than that it should be divided away into small sums for immedi-
ate expenditure in the various Districts which would in all probability fetter the hands of Go-
vernment in regard to future outlay upon Public Works. I have, however, called upon the local
Officers to furnish statements of Works already commenced, upon which it may be desirable to
incur further expenditure, with the view of advancing them to some definite and secure stage,
before they can be abandoned with safety. When these statements are received, it will be in
my power to submit a more detailed view of the application of the sum sanctioned, than I am
able at present to afford.

Vide page 70, of printed Bud-
get,

3. The Officers associated with me have prepared a statement of the Military Works whose
execution has been authorized, and of such of a non Military character which should in their
judgment be prosecuted at present. A copy of this statement is herewith submitted for the in-
formation and approval of Government ; but as the state of progress of the latter description of
works is unknown, owing to the Progress reports from many of the District being still due, it
must be considered open to correction, when the Returns called for by my Circular have been re-
ceived.

No. 61. OrpER THEREON, No. 1545 ; dated 8th August 1857.

In para. 2 of the Circular dated 27th Ultimo, No. 77, submitted with the letter above re=
corded, the Chief Engincer states that the repairs of all irrigation works should be prosecuted
with energy and despateh, giving the District Engineers thereby to understand that the en-
tire sum of Rupees 12,77,316, entered in the Budget for repairs under that head, can be expend-
ed. Suchis not the intention of the Government of India. Of the entire sum of Rupees
21,83,412 entered in the DBudget, that Government aliowed Rupees 14,67,822 for all repairs,
and Coloacl Faber should therefore have apportioned this latter sum among ail the Districts for
all repairs; and have instructed the District Engineers to expend any sum within the limit so
assigned for the whole of the current year, on the repairs of Irrigation works, of roads, and of
buildings, according to the wants of each branch. Ie will be good enough to medify his Cir-
cular accordingly. Application has been made to the Government of India with reference to
Colonel Taber's letter dated 29th July No. 2506, to allow the prosccution of all repairs required
to the Irrigation works to be proceeded with, but till their sanction may arrive, their orders last
received must be obeyed.

2. The Chicf Engineer proposes in his letter to place the sum of Rupees 67,476 available
for works for State purposcs, at the disposal of Government. The Government do not see the
nacessity of such a measure. The sum can be spent by the District Engincers with the ap-
proval of the Chief Engineer, un such sanctioncd works as may appear absolutely necessary ;
and the list alluded to in para. 3 of Colonel Faber’s present letter does not therefore need the
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approval of Government. All Military works entered in the list can be at once procceded with.
Ta: Government caanot find from what funds the Chief Engincer proposes an outlay of Ru-
p223 81631 for the non Military works entercd in the list alluded to above.

(Signed) 1. TFORBES,

Acting Secretary to Gorernment,
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