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Fort Saint George, Public IWorks Consultation of\11th August 1857.
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No. 57. Read the following letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Lngineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Sccretary to Government, dated 16th July 1857, No. 2065.

Sir,
1. The original estimate for constructing Verandahs to the Europcan Barracks at Bellary,
sanctioned in Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 2813, dated 21th October 1834, amounted
to Rupees (44,270) forty-four thousand two hundred and seventy.

2. A revised estimate of Rupees (69,430) sixty thousand, four hundred and fifty, was
subsequently sanctioned in Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 1673, dated 17th September
183G, and the excess of Rupees (16,180) sixteen thousand, one hundred and cighty was autho-
rized in Licutenant Colonel Baker's letter No. 91, dated 5th January 1857, as coiwmunicated in
Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 191, of the 6ith Idem. '

3. Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation No. 628, dated 4th April 1857, ob-
jeeted to the orders I kad given to the Distiict Engineer of Bellary to continue the crection of
the Verandah's in question, as the estimate was likely to be excceded by about 12} per cent.

4. Tha orders thusgiven. I have the honor to observe were prompted by what I consi-
dered the emergency of the case, it being unadvisable that any unnecessary delay in completing
the work should be allowed. At the same time being fully aware that I had no power to autho-
rize the execution of work so greatly in excess of the estimate, my Proceedings to the District
Engincer were immediately forwarded for the information of Government.

5. Government in their order of the 4th April last, called for the Supplemental estimate,
desired me to examine and revise the estimate, and submit it with a full explanation as to the
cause of the excess, and the circumstances which led to deviations from the original estimate,
and also to express my opinion on the subject, and report the names of the Oficers, who I may
think deserving of blame, either for imperfection in the original estimate, or for unauthorized,

and unnecessary deviations from it.

G. This order of Government was communicated to the District Lngincer with Extract
from Proccedings No. 11835, dated 18th April 1857, (attention being again called toitin a
Memorandum dated 30th May) and of that Oficers reply No. 5%, of the 4th Ultimo, and of its
accompaniment from Mr. Supervisor Porter, I now beg to submit copies for the information of
Government.

%. The District Engincer states, that sickness was the cause of delay in furnishing the re-
ply and that on the 3rd June he inspected the Barracks in company with Mr, Porter, to whose
report he refers for the required explanation.

8. Mr. Torter states.
1st. That the original estimate was prepared in 1848, under the orders of Captain Smy-
the then Civil Enaincer 3rd Division, and that the excess in the expenditure has not been

caused by deviations from that estimate, but from many absolutely necessary items of work not

having been included in it.
and ond. That the work originally provided for, had been exccuted at some-what clLeaper
rates than allowed in the estimate.
9. Mr. Porter then gives the several items omitted from the estimate, but instead of

them, I have considered it more convenient to exhibit them in the accompanying

enumerating
Statement A. the total expenditure on account of them amounting to Rupees

comparative
10,023-13-7.
10. The names of the scveral Officers who have Superintended the building with the
nt of work executed under their orders is next given by Mr. Porter, as follows.
1st. Major D. Iodson Srd Madras European Regiment, from £0th December 1854,
to 31st January 1835.
Collecting materials. and building temporary office and work yard rear the Barracks.

2nd, Major Jackson Fort Adjutant, from Ist February to 12th April 1835.
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3. Inreply, the Chief Engineer submits, with the letter above recorded, a revised estimate
for the work, together with a letter from the District Engineer with one from Supervisor Porter,
affording information on the points noticed by Government. Mr. Porter states that the excess
of expenditure has been caused by the omission of many very necessary items of work from the
estimate, and not by deviations from it., It further appears that the work originally provided
for had been executed at less than the estimated cost. The Chief Engineer also submits a
Comparative Statement, shewing on one side the items which comprized the second estimate of

tupees 60,450, and on the other those which were either omitted from that estimate, or were
inadequatcly provided for in it. Colonel Faber moreover mentions the names of Captains
Sinythe and Barrow as the Oificcrs deserving of blame ; the former for having prepared a defec-
tive estimate, and the latter for having allowed the additional work to be carried on without

bringing the same to notice.

4. The first and second estimates for the Verandahs in question, it is observed, were sub-
mitted by the late Military Board, and it is much to be regretted that the works now shewn to
be necessary were overlooked by the Ollicer who prepared the sccond estimate. That now sub-
mitted by the Chief Engincer amouats to Rupecs 68,000, from which being deducted the sum
already authorized, viz. Rupees 60,150, there remains Rupees 7,550, for which the sanction of
the Government of India will be obtained, with reference to the rules communicated in Extract
Minutes Consultation of the 23th August 1856, No. 1540,

(Signed) II.. TFORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.

No. 59. Ordered in consequence that the following letter be despatched.

From II. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George; to
Colonel W. E. BAKER, Secretary to the Government of India, dated 8th August 1857,
No. 1511,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to submit a revised esti-
mate for the erection of exterior Verandahs to the European Infantry Barracks at Bellary, An
abstract of the correspondence that has already taken place on the subject of this work is given
below.

2. Colonel Birch's letter of the Gth October 1854, communicated sanction to the above
work, then estimated to cost Rupees 44,270 ; and your letter of the 5th January 1857, confirmed
the sanction granted by this Government for the expenditure of a further sum of Rupees 16,180,
to cover the deficiencies in the first estimate. .

3. On the 16:h March last, the Chief Engineer reported that the aggregate amount of the
estimates thus sanctioned by the Government of India, viz., Rupees 60,150 was likely to be ex.
ceeded by about 12} per cent.  Colonel Faber at the same time ordered the prosecution of the
work, proposing to submit to Government the necessary explanation in regard to the increase
together with the bills. This Proceeding was disapproved of by Government in Extract Minutes
Consultation of the 4¢h April No. 628, and the Chief Engineer was requested to submit a
supplemental estimate with full explanation as to the causes of the excess, and the circumstances
which had led to deviations from the original estimate. IIe was also requested to give his own
opinion on the subject, and report the names of the Officers who Le might consider were deserve
ing of blame ; cither for the impeifoctions in the original estimate, or for unauathorized and un-

necessary deviations from it,

4. The Clief Lngineer, after reference to the local Oflicers, now states that the excess of
expenditure has been caused by the owission of many very necessary items of work from the es.
timate, and not by deviations from it. It further appears that the work originally provided for
had been executed atless than the estimated cost. That OTicer has also submitted a compara-
tive Statement, (copy of which accompanies) shewing on one side the items which comprizad the
second estimate of llupces 6,450, and on the other those which were cither omitted from (hat
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