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‘ i o Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd June 1857,

AR L ST Lo No. 85.  Read the following letter from Coloncl C. L, FABER, Chicr Envinee\r.. to
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Governmemt, dated 25th May 185;, No. 620 .

SiIr, *
Consequent upon the rapid and exceeding erosion of that part of the North Beach situated

between the Custom Iouse and Clive’s Battery groynes (numbered respectively 15 and 1g in the

Lithographed plan so frequently placed before Government) where ap extensive plateau had

been recovered from the sea, to the great accommodation of the trade of the Port, Tinstructed

the Superintending Engineer of the Central Circle to inspect, and report upon the state of

aflairs in that Jocality. ' . -

' 2. Captain Collyer has promptly carried my orders into effect, and in doing myself the
honor to forward a copy of his report, I bex leave to state that concurring generally with that
Officer in attributing the erosion of the beach Ieefvard of tl.]e Custom Ilouse groynes to the undye
height and solidity of the stalk of that work whn?h thus intercepts the Iitteral movement of the
sand and forms a high bank to windward, I have in Extract Proceedings of tlis date No. 621,
(forwarded herewith) directed the ]‘ercutwe Engineer to reduce the height of the stalks of
groynes Nos. 15 and 13 by dismantling the upper two or three feet of the structure, so as to Jet

s e e e N
o L S A N -

R

, : L e e : S the sand travel to the northward. )
8. Iu para. 5 of his report the Superintending Engineer has proposed to encourage the

3 , T T Saen S e ¢ : : .
. LT e deposit of this current borne sand of the construction of an intermediate Dyarf groyne between
Nos. 15 and 16, to serve as a sccondary to the former during the South West, and to the latter

e . A + " LIRS ”
R VY S S
“ e Foe e e, 4 . .

' ' during the prevalence of the North East monsoons. Whilst however there seems to one to be
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P e L T T
E e < ) B SN ‘ S R . e no doubt that this would be correct professional practise, (and the measure further recommends
-5 DR FE itself for adoption as the material taken from the stalk of No. 15 can be used for the purpose)
s . L I yet do not fecl at libery to direct the immediate construction of this work in consequence of
the Master Attendant’s objections to increasing the number of groynes out of regard to the safety
of Boats landing with Passengers and Cargo. .

4. It is difficult to over-rate the commercial value and the General convenience to the com.

: n e Lo T ‘ o S munity of the spacious plateau, on which these unexpected inroads have been made, and witbout'
VLT e T KRR B L S 2 some such structure as that suggested by Captain Collyer, the preservation of the platform seems
o R impracticable. Itis however for the Government to decide whether an intermediate groyne to Nos,

15 and 16 shall or shall not be established, and I have to solicit an early decision for my immedi-

T e

ate guidance.
5. The late action of the high southerly winds seems to open the question whether a too

| great saliency bas not been given to No. 14, (or the Arbuthnots) groyne, and it is an enquiry for
s : B , 3 ' consideration practically, whether groynes 15 and 16 shall be prolonged, to be in keeping with
T e CRL e s . e s No. 14, or whether the latter (which it had been recommended by Colonel A. Cotton to extend

} yet further as a surf experiment,) shall be shortened by dismantling its present head. For a

there seems to be no doubt that the groynes on the North

N e
I PR SRS

e .
T w e, g T

e e S P - R - R T - N D thoroughly eflcctual protective system,
: : L el aoo e by beach are placed too far asunder.

6. I beg leave to send for the convenience of reference my own plan* of the Madras coast

which now represents in a thick black Iine the encroachments

' ARt A * To be obligingly returned. . s e
which have caused the present application for the early orders of
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TaEL : . : , Government,
s STl et Tand, m e T P Y
e TR R T T L DU mgn g FE TR et e L No. 86. ORrpER THERFEON, No, 1211 ; dated 22nd June 1857.
RETRE A R e Before passing any orders on the proposed construction of an intermediate dwarf groyne
R S (N PRl SO Sty ERARTE N PR et ! . T STty between the Custom House and Clive’s Battery groyncs numbered 15 and 16 respectively, the
prs e LT e e TR TE e PR b EEE SN T R DR Wl - . . . . s . g
P e s S T e D T T et S SRR o . Right Honorable the Governor in Council desires to be furnished with the Master Attendant’s
R e A e T T L TSNS SR T opinion referred to by the Chief Engineer in the foregoing communication, taking exception to
L e ) - the increased number of groynes as interfering with boats Janding goods or passengers, The
e e T R M TP R ey T o L cT a2t Chief Engineer will at the same time be good enoungh to state what would be the cost of the
Tt e R A LTI T e e IR e el TR T S e T S e
e T e e S eI . , L Ry additional dwarf groyne he has recommended,
PRI e T T s ey e ’ .
EC e BRI LT (Signed) I. FORBES,
SRR LT o Acting Secretary to Government.
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