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Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd June 1857.

B e T A

No. 33. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 6th
June 1857, No. 984.

“ Read the following letter from Lieutenant E. A. FOORD, District Engineer South Arcot; to
Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Cuddalore, 21st April 1857, No. 71.

SIR,

With reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 10th March 1857,
’ No. 449, I have the honor to forward an Estimate amounting to Rupees 850 for putting up eight
strong props for the support of the lattice bridge at Mercanum, I suggested to Mr. Wright, wha
prepared the Plan and estimate, that the props should rest on flat stones, bedded in wells, as I con-
sidered that if the piles were simply driven into the ground, and that operation were performed
: imperfectly, they would soon cease to answer the purpose for which they were intended. Still as the
X latter is much the cheaper plan, I should be inclined to adopt it, if good Superintendence is availa-
ble at the time of the work being carried on, in order to avoid the expense of well sinking and

A
e ire d

. temporary bunds.

ot I ; et T : S . S . 2. T have also prepared a second Plan and estimate, which I do not forward at present, for
; S Voo Ee e e e Sl o S building four Masonry piers for the support of the timber work. The cost of these piers will of

course be much greater than that of the wooden piles, but besides answering the purpose more

effectually, they will, when the timber work is decayed, be ready to carry brick arches. I have

always thought it was a mistake to put up a timber bridge at Mercanum as the first cost is greater

than that of a Masonry bridge and the durability less.

3. I examined the bridge after its completion in January, and I then directed the Overseer
to insert to some extra diagonal pieces over the pier, when there was some appearance of the fram-
ing tearing asunder. Thismust have added to the strength of the work but Mr, Wright in his
letter does not allude to its present state, but only mentions that the bridge is carefully watched and

T A
. i

over-crowding prevented.

4. The Estimate for piers only amounts to Rupees 3,220 and for piers and arches to Rupees
5,320 but I would not recommend the present bridge being taken down until it shows decided
symptoms of failure, and until the strengthening by wooden props has been tried and found not te

answer.

v e PSSR
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TR = IO K AT : B IR S i From Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer Southern Circle; to Colonel C. E.
FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Camp Calicut 11th May 1857, No. 134.

SIr,
) e " : In returning the papers received with your proceedings of the 2nd May 1857, No. 30. I have

LI e ST ST o SR T T AR ' Gt s E T T T L j ihe honor to state that I consider the construction of wooden props resting on wells, at a cost of
A : x 5ol - S Wb S A T Rupees 850 preferable to that of Masonry piers costing 3,220 Rupees for the security of the Lattice

"
o ke g
PR I

AR
A A
RN MR ¢ 22 s ! e . .
- ' T . [P

. - ERa L R T TR S e g 2 e ) SRR ::.:‘_',, o s ' Bridge at Mercanum.
2, The total cost of this bridge will thus be about 12,000 Rupees 6r 66 Rupees per running

~e

foot for 9 feet of roadway ; & circumstance worthy of record. .

s 1
LR R
w wtra

: Resolved, with reference to para. 3, of Extract from the Minutes of Consultation No, 4‘?9,
! dated 10th March 1857, todirect the District Engineer, to carry into execution his estimate amount-
ing to Rupees (850) eight hundred and fifty, and providing for erecting props under the Lattice

Bridge at Mercanum.
2. Resolved also to forward the estimate together with the letters No. 71, dated 21st Aprii
1837, from the District Engineer, and No. 131, dated 11th May from the Superintending Engineer;

Southern Circle to Govérnment for information.
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(Signed) C. E, FABER, Colonel,
Chief Engineer,
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ort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd June 1837.

No. 31.
ORDER THERLON, No. 1183 ; dated 1Sth June 1857

In pursua i

10th Mareh ]asntcel‘?: t};igortdhe: °€rlua,ned in para. 3 of Extract Minutes of Consultation dated
props for the support of the Latt 'lclf Ingincer S‘fbmits an estimate for the erection of wooden
ing to Rupecs 850, The urge ;Ce ride2 at Mercanum in the District of South Arcot, amount-
been considered by Governmenr: necessity for securing the stability of this bridge has already
Preseatation regarding jts danrrcrom the above “mutes of Consultation on Major Law ford’s re-
. estxmated 3 ml:ixco;xdxtxon i and as it is probable that delay in the executivn

N with the s-lﬂtt ead to the fall of the structure and thereby cut off the
n i H(;nop?; of Merewam, an] step the trade in that dlrccnur:

ndred and fifty fra e the Governor in Council sanctions the estimate ©

Or execution on cnergency.

durmv the monsoon, ¢
Rupees (850) eight hy

(Signed) II. TORBELS,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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