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. Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 23rd June 1857.
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No.15. Read the following letter from Colonel C.E. FABER, Chief Engineer; to H.
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 23rd April 1857, No. 12009.

SIR, 4
In obedience to the orders of Government conveyed in Extract Minutes Consultation, No.
708, dated the 17th Instant. I have the honor to explain, that the Circular from this Office, No.
11180, under date the 23rd March last, was not inténded to lmpose any unnecessary additional
labour on the District Engineers, but was issued purely “with a view to make the usual monthly
return from each District more compzehensxve and complete in details and perticulars.

2. IIltherto it has been usual for the District Oﬂicers to submlt monthly nominal Roll s
of all Officers and Subordm'\tes employed within their respectlve dlaroes, these Rolls were re-
quired with a view {o" have at hand correct information up to the latest possible period of all
casualities and chanO'eS, and likewise that the particular work or works on which each Officer and
Submdmate was emplo) ed, might be known, mformatlon it is respectfully submitted that it is
most desirable should be supphed to the Ilead Of the Department to'whom under the sanction
conveyed in Extract Minutes Consultatxoxl No. 989 dated 17th June 1836, is enfrusted the
posting and transfer of all Commissioned and Uncovenanted Officers below a certain grade or in
other words, with whom rests the 1esponalb111ty of making due p10v1510n for thie efﬁuent Supenn-
tendence of Public Works throuo*hout the several Districts,

3. Since, the grant of increased Oﬂice Establishments such Estabhshments being morcover
permament, it was considered incumbent on the Centra! oflice to obtain carrect monthly nominal
Rolls of each B,tabhahment asa requisite check uponthe different Officersand Subordinates, that
such I&stabhshments had been actually engaged, and are revularly maintained, and as a guarantee,
in fact, that the hbelahty of Government, in thls reapect is not abused. '

oy
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4, TFurther it appeared to me most desu'able that the persons employed in the different
Office Estabhshments should know and feel that their nanes being regularly returned to the
Central office, their reqpectwe merits and claims for ad\ancement become known to the "Head
of the Dep'u'tment, and moreover that they cannot be dxsxmsaed from emplo), without the con-
"sent and acqmescence of the controlling authonty, this the more necessm), as in one or two Dis-
tricts there had been arbitrary dismissals of Native emplovees, wluch had been made the subject

of formal complamt to the Central office. ‘ . N

5. Inreply to para. 2 2 1 beg to express my regret, that the Circular refened to, in that to
whlch Extract Mmutes Consultation No. 708 is a replv, was not furnished, but measures have
however been adopted to obvxate for the future a recuuence of the n'regulanty now notlced
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No. 16. OrpER THEREON, No. 1177 ; dated 17th June 1857,
In this letter, the Chief Engineer explains, with reference to Minutes Consultation, dated

17th April 1857, No. 708, why monthly returns, with many details, of Officers and Subordi-
‘nates of all grades, and of their respectlve Establishments, are required from the District

G e 5 ‘ Engineers. . . C
T :’5\:2; o R E: AP B R AT ke TR T ] ey 2. Colonel Faber states in regard to Officers and Subordinates, that such a return is neces-
: D ”r ". . T AN, R ' sary to enable him to post and transfer all Commissioned and Uncovenanted Officers below a
ok ’;:‘.;v’ : ﬁ:‘ RS L RO T _gertain grade, and to make a due provision for the efficient Superintendence of Public Works.
.. , : The Government must remalk that, for these purposes, a statement with so many details as those
lequued in the form plescubed in the Circular fmm the Central ofhcc, dated 23rd March ]8.):,
No. 11180, is unnecessary A simple nominal roll, with one or two pamculals would bé quite
sufﬁclcnt, and would at the same time, not eut'ul much labor on the District Engineer’s office.
Colonel Faber will ‘consider if a general Reulster cht n the Centml office, of these Officers
and Subordinates, with the changes carefully arLed from time to tlme, will not obviate the
ity of any monthly returns of the descuptlon "under notxce ; quarterly or half year]y re-

ing obtained to verify the pr oposed general Register.

3. In regard to the list of Establishments, Colonel Faber observes, that it is required to
keep himself mformed that the Establishments sanctioned have been actually engaped, and are

necess
turns bel
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regularly maintained without any abuse of the authority of Government, as wdl]as;;}i‘ rvants
trary dismissals which have been male in two D:stricts. e adds also that the 1 office, their
should know and feel, that their names being regularly furnished to the (,c.:lumf the Depart-
respective merits and claims for advancement become known to the hea 3 Government,
ment. These checks are not considered necessary in any other Department, an‘ not to draw
are of of opinion that the Chief Engincer may well trust his Departmental Officers
pay for servants not entertained.

ed as
4. The Government do not think it nceessary that ail power should be so centr:hznnc
to make the office servante in the Districts look to the Chicf Lnginecras their hea tice vb
office should look to its own head, and the Chief Iingineer can m:orﬁrc to mmCd‘t 1"{:;';0 been
complaints made ; but it is not desirable that because in one or two Districts mistakes

the
office to
made, all Officers should be made to submit the internal arranZeinents of their

Chief Engineer every month.

. [ono-

5. The arbitrary dismissal of public scrvants has received the scrious notice 0:' tr:;stlls"’l'

rable Court of Directors in their Despatch to the Government of India dated Gth ¢ udatﬂ 15th

No. 42, and it was dirccted in Extract Minutes Consultation Public Departments d up¥ -ards

\ November 1851, No. 1064, that annual returns of all servants, receiving 10 Rupees an.ﬂ are not
+ digwmissed during the year should be submitted to Government. Such returns howey

noug
| furnished in the Public Works Departrment, aod the Chicf Engineer will be good €
adopt measures to supply the omission.

oh to

(Signed) H. FORBES,

n!.
Acting Secretary 0 Goverameé
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