


, Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 16th June 1857.
N 0.94.  Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Engineer, dated 8th June 1857, No. 1022.

: " Read the following Extract from the Minutes of C'onsulte_ztion.

. States that unless the Chief Engineer can shew good ground
" for Lieutenant Francis’ removal to the Coimbatore District ) ;
. - the Government prefer that his place in Tanjore should be (Here enter 5th June 1857, No. 107 2.)
temporarily supplied, and that be should return to the Dis- DR . ‘ L
trict a¢ the end of his present leave. . :
’ L Resolved that in reply to Extract Minutes Consultation No. 1072, of the 5th June 1857,
- the respectful assurances of the Chief Engineer be laid before the Government of his own une

qualified adhesion to the principles now enunciated for his guidance.

2. In Colonel Faber's despatch No. 4 of the 1st May last, on a proposition from the Su-
perintending Engineer Southern Circle to have a rotation of Officers, the views of the former
were strongly urged on the very ground of a sacrifice of local knowledge ; and if such disadvant-
age were foretold as an unavoidable attendant of periodical change in the same District, mgcli

more would such objection be felt in an entire change of District.

3. With the utmost reluctance therefore, and only when removals have been unavoidable,
has the Chief Engineer ever altered the postings of Officers, and in the cases that have now at-
tracted the attention of Government, he for the most part has had no real control over the seve-

_ral appointments justly considered to have been disadvantageous to Tanjore. .

4. Major Boileau was removed to meet the demands of His Excellency the Commander in
Chief for active Military service. Lieutenant Virtue nominated to Tanjore by reason of his pro-
- fessional ability was promoted to a higher office by virtue of Departmental seniority and the
L  Ppleasure of His Lordship in Council, Lieutenant McNeill supernumerary in Rajahmundry under
N . o the recent distribution besides having lost his health at Martair was selected for Tanjore from
his experiencein Delta Engineering, and finally Lieutenant A. Francis was exchanged with Lieu-
- tenant Chrystie with their mutual consent and at their own desire, because removed was medically
o ..~ prescribed for each, the one being recommended to the dryness of an inland District and the other
to the moisture of a coast climate. Removal however in one case has arrived too late, and Lieu-
tenant Francis sustained by the excitement of his operations at the Coleroon bridge was no sooner
relieved by their successful completion, than severe illness supervened, and immediate departure

: to Europe has been pronounced indispensable for his final recovery.- ;
4 ‘ 5. Resolved that as it would seem unadvisable to expose Lieutenant Francis on his return
~ to India to a climate which has already proved so hostile to his constitution, the Government be
_ solicited under the explanation now submitted, to confirm the transfer of that Officer to Coim.
batore and of Lieutenant Chrystie to Tanjore.

(Signed) C. E. FABER, Colonel,
Chief Engineer.

4 . Noes . Orozr TrEREON, No, 1151 ; dated 15th June 1857. .

Under the explanation furnished by the Chiéf Engineer, the Right Honorable the Governor
in Council confirms the transfer of Lieutenant Francis to Coimbatore and of Lieutenant Chrystie

- e to Tanjore. In future Colonel Faber will be good enough to support changes of this nature bya
[ .- . Medicial Certificate, o ' o .

' (Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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