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‘Fort Saint George, Public Works Consultation of 9t June 1857,
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No. 50. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Chfef Engineer, dated
~ 23rd May 1857, No. 588. ’
Read the following letter from Major E. LAWFORD, Superintending Engineer Southern
' Circle ; to Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer, dated Camp Calicut, 12th May -
1857, No., 137.
SR, .
: Among other works lately inspected, I am anxious to notice a wooden bridge now nearly
" completed across the backwater at Yellatoor, on the Coast road about 7 niles north of Calicut,

2. This structure is paid for out of the Ferry Funds; and will cost, I believe, about 10,000
Rupees. - It consists of trussed frames, supported by piles, and is 550 feet long, with 13 feet
roadway. The expense is thus . under 20 Rupees per running foot, which, for such a substan~ o

 tial work, across a tidal river, is, in my opinion very moderate,

3. The work is altogether well built, and of good materials j a slight settlement of one bay
only having occurred from the Overseer having had no means of probing the river bed before
the piles were driven. :

4. Itis evident that such bridges as this, are the most suitable for crossing the backwaters
of this Coast; and they may be built at very moderate cost out of Ferry Funds which Mr;
Robinson is anxious to devote in great part to the purpose. But it is clear that if this done the - L
tolls How levied on the ferries must be maintained on the bridges or else the source of their ‘
construction will be dried up, and the burden will fall on Government. It therefore seems very

. desirable that the Collector of Malabar should be empowered to continue the ferry farm as usual
on this road without regard to the construction of the Yellatoor bridge. :

5. The bridge has been constructed under the Superintendence of Sub Overseer Harrold,

. & Private of H. M.’s 84th Regiment, who though not an educated man, is a good practical Cars
- penter, and well qualified for a duty which must be often required in Malabar, but who has ten-
dered his resignation, because he is dissatisfied with his position and prospects. There are few
Overseers, I think, who could be depended on for the management of a work of this kind, and ‘
I should extremely regret the loss of one whose services are so valuable, and whose conduct, so
far as I can learn, is marked by steadiness and propriety. I therefore beg to recommend the
promotion of Sub Overseer Harrold to a higher grade in order that there may be permanently
“stationed in this District, one Subordinate capable of erecting substantial wooden bridges of
which many are wanted. If some arrangement of this kind is not made, the more expensive and
less practical services of an Ofticer will be required at each bridge and the progress of construe=
tion will be very slow. :

————————

- Resolved that the foregoing letter, No. 137 dated 12th May 1857, from the Superintending
- Engiuneer, Southern Circle, reporting on executive Sub Overseer Harrold’s timber bridge at
Yellatoor, be forwarded for the information of Government. o
2. The Chief Engineer would have been glad to retain Private Harrold's services, but had
not the means of doing so, and His Excellency the Commanderin Chief is believed to be un<
willing that Her Majesty’s Soldiers should be employed in the D. P, W.
’ (True Extract.) o -'
' (Signed) C. E. FABER; Colonel,
Clief Engineer.
‘No. 51. . ORrpER THEREON, No. 1080 ; dated 6th Juné 1857, »
.~ Under the circumstance represented by Major Lawford, His Excellency the Commanderin .
Chief will be requested to place at the disposal of Government the services of Private Harrold
- Yor re-employment in the Department Public Works in the manner recommended by Major = .
Lawford.
(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government,
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