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) Fort Saint George, Public Works Con.éz;ltatiori of 9th June 1857.
No, 3. Read tile followfng letter from Colonel C. E. FABER, Chief Engineer; ta

IL. FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, dated 4th May 1857, No. 7G.

e s W

Sir, ’ < e
On the 10th February 1855, an estimate arriouhting to Rupees (34,134) thirty-four thousand,
one hundred, and thirty-four, was sanctioned by Government for the extension of the important
s : . . .
h . - . . h u t
In Extract’ Winates Consul. \Vyacom.iam cha}nnel, in the Tnchmopol_y District, and as this amount,
tation No. 64, cf the 10th proved insufficient, a sypplemental estimate, amoynting to Rupees

Exx!;::tn "{,‘igﬁiﬁs Consat-  (4:000) four thousand,;was sanctioned by Government, on the 23th
tation No. 562. April 1856, thus making a total of Rupees 38,134, 1 regret however to

report, that this amount also has proved insufficient, and that the District Engincer, has been
under the necessity of submitting, a further éstimate amounting to -Rupees (11,504) eleven
thousand, five hundred, and four. The Superintending Engineer, Southern Circle, has lately
visited the work, and recommended in a letter No. 103, dated Tth April 1857, that this latter
estimate, amounting to Rupees (11,50%) eleven thousand, five hundred and four, be sanctioned ;
his reasons for this recommendation, are, that whereas the original estimate was prepared, under
the iinpression’ that no very hard soil would be met with, and the first supplemental estimate
was framed 80 as to provide for the removal of but little rock, he now finds that the lower part
* of the cutting, through several miles, has proved to be in soil, which may properly be called, rock,
“although in astate of disintegration which prevented its being removed, by blasting, and rendered-
it hecessary to use, the pick axe, and crowbar, almost throughout he also finds in this stratum,
large beds of hard gravel, occurring at intervals, and that in other places, the laterite was of
great thickness, S '

2. These differences between the supposed nature of the soil, to be excavated, and its
actual nature as ascertained, during the execution of work, will I trust be considered to afford
_ valid grounds for the additional sanction, now requested ; I may mention, that the estimate sim-
ply allows, for the completion of the work as originally laid on it that there is no addition re-
quired in the quantity of the material to be removed, and that the rate allowed for excavation, is
not too much, when the nature of the soil, is considered.

3. The amount for which sanction is required, is Rupees (11,504) eleven thousand, five
" hundred, and four, : : :

—————

%
1

No. 4. ORrDER THEREON, No. 1057 ; dated Srd June 1857.

A sum of Rupees 34,154, for the extension of the Wyacondam channel in the Trichinopoly
District, was entered in the Budget of 1854-53, and was sanctioned by the Government of Indja
on the 26th January 1855. On the 14th April 1856, the Chief Engineer represented the inade-
quacy of this sum for the completion of the project to the full breadth of eight yards originally
provided for, owing, as was alleged by Lieutenaat Ryves, the Assistant Civil Engineer, to two
causes, viz., that strata of rock had been met with in the course of the new channel, for the
removal of which the average rate of 10 pice per cubic yard allowed in the estimate, was in
suflicient ; and that the actual out-turn of excavation to be performed, exceeded that first com-
puted, by nearly 50,000 cubic yards. The Chief Engineer therefore submitted, with his strong
recommendation, a supplementary estimate of Rupees 4,000 for the completion of the channel,
prepared by Lieutenant Ryves ¢ from actual experience of the different strata to be cut, and
*“ according to levels accurately taken by him ;” and stated that the rates allowed in the supple-
mentary estimate for the total work remaining to be performed, were * the result of a much closer
““and more accurate investigation than it had been possible to make when the general estimate
“ was first framed.” On this representation, the Government sanctioned the additional expen-

diture of Rupees 4,000 on the 25th April 1856.2 )
2. Inhis letter above recorded, the Chief Engineer reports that the supplementary estimate -
has also been found to be inadequate ; and he sf;bmits a further estimate of Rupees 11,504 for
completing the channel, with a report from Majgr Lawford, the Superintending Engineer of the
Southern Circle, who lately inspected the work] In explanation of the necessity of the present
application, Major Lawford states that it has béen caused by the existence of rock in the chan-
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3 m.l in a state of dlsmtegratxon, which it was found necessary to remove by the crowbar qnd pxck 3

{ . axe, instead of by blasting, and that large beds of hard gravel were also found at mten als, and j %

§ that, in other places, the laterite was of great ﬁndmess. T S R S E RS SRR o j v ;

E - 3. The Right Honorable the Governor in Councxl must remarL that it is very unsatxsfactory % cot

[ to receive a second supplementary apphcatlon, “amounting to so large a sum as Rupees /11,504, i :

t  after the assurance given that the first additional estimate had been framed on * actual experience ¢ ‘

‘}' ¢ of the different strata to be cut, and according to Jevels taken by the Assistant Civil Engineer ; :

Y himself.” Such repeated applications must shake the confidence of the sanctxonmg authorities )n§ -

X‘; the estimates submitted to them ; and the Government have even now no guarantee that the pre- 3

sent application will not be succeeded by another. Under the orders of the Gov ernment of India |

of the 1st August} 18.;6 No. 3603, the supplcmcntarv esfimate now.

§ Communicated to the Clief - submitted, must be sent to that authority for sanction; but before ad- }
1

Engineer in an order of
she 28th August 1656, No. dressing the Gov emor General in Council on the subje«.t, the Gover-

T L

oy

; 1340, '
i e nor in Council desires that it may be carefully ascertained whether the
; additional amount now asked for, will be sufficient to complete the work. . His Lmdshlp ini }

¢ Council cannot but conclude that the original e.stxmate was prcpared mtbout. due inv estwatmn i o

i of the character of the soil and sub%od to be excavated ; and he desires that full explanatwn -

| may be submitted why, when the existence of rock had been subsequently discovered, the first i r %

: supplementary estimate did not fully proyxde for the amount of \vork remmmng to be executed. § . %
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