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Fees for the Audit of the Harbour Trust Accounts
Fixing the fee for the audit of the Harbour Trust Accounts by the Accountant-
General, Madras, at the sum of Rs, 2,500 per annum, and regretting that the Govern-
ment is unable to entertain the proposal of the Board to the employment of private
auditors for the purpose, :
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ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL 10
GOVERNMENT

The Secretary to Goverument,

- 3 "l -
Public Works, Marine.

With reference to paragraph 40 of the

RSy
Y

THE

OF MADRAS,

report on

the audit of the Revenue and allied accounts of the Madras

Harbour Trust Board forwarded under this Office No. el o

dated {),‘:ﬂknaxa(a/CZ’,I have the honour to bring to the
. \

notice of Government, that the present fee of Rs.1,000 fixed

in G.0.No.153, dated 5lst May 1895, Marindfor the audit of '

the aQove accounts is inadequate for the work done. In G.0O, '

No.§§4;‘Marine,,dated 12th’00tober‘1889'the fee for the

audit of both the Revenue and constfuction accounts of the

Harbour Trust Board was fixed at Rs.1500/ with the remark

that thds sum is under the actual cost.It was explained in

this Office letter No,305, dated 9th February 1895 that the

proportion —"2

accounts was two thirds and one third,or Rs.1,

of the above audit fee for the two

000/~ for the

Revenue and Rs.500/~ for the Capital accounts and the fee

for the audit of the former accounts alone wastthereforq

fixed in 1895 at Rs.1000/-
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CHARMAN, HarBoUR TRUST Boarp,

MADRAS.

_the Honble [ol, . leNeil anpoell R.E,
SECRETARY T0 GovERNMENT,
Mavine Department,
g e honour Lo arknowle i-a LOe rTeceipt of G.0
s L0 an JOLooer No,.678 an L0 inform vo that bLhe ggn
& 9,y 000 ¢ ean p ai LNLO Lhe Treasury .as LvecLes Lo Lhes
LG of th wolie Wiorks Deparviment be LN autit fee of bhe

our Worltg Accounis For <BUB /94" IBIL /95 & 1895 /964

[ 1 4 ' ) - 1+ ma o oy v Y
LG Lhes anount shou) . D2 charged Lo congsibrustio

NOG . Lo Revenve Account as haw always hicherto baan pha
- L JO v Y - ¥ . ;

om, B2ing pare of tha exXpensasg incnrve in conneciion W Loh

LT Lion,

Yhe annual charge for the au LG ot Ghe Jinginesers

‘MLE subBeqguent toe Lhe daba of Plation of tha Hay -

.

on. the ganctione: cesizn, Tixet ab Rs 200 per mengen, will
pregumes acp 1y anly when darhour lmProvements are LN

CA; ,'\‘y’(_)‘ (1'7':.1 ol IU'? i ) a-‘”!‘ nO(J

e perion Which hag

lablget g
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@wo2 the Harhour A

when no

788 been going on, ani arvo nLE are hon ‘exisient,excedd

small mongh cash gbatement of fXpentibure on minor
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4 Wiavé Ausbin Feg I.0.9.,

e, : . Do CuarrymaN, Harsour Trust Boarp,

AT
MADRAS,
- "
To !
ine Honble Col D.M~¥ei]l Tamihell AT
SECRETARY T0 GGOVERNMENT,
: i Marine Department.
SiT,
In continuation o para 3 of mv letber No.BIBT A cdaled

. 2uth yriober, I am regquestetl by bhe Trugte~s to aszain acarags

R You vegariing the avait Tee fovr the Inuineetr’s Accounis,

whieh undasv G. 0. No, 678 Marine, sated 2nd idem has been Tixan
at Rg 200 Der mensen.
e The Boavr:i ig of oinion that this amnonnt is 2xressive,:

an. nou jusgified by the nabure-ani exient of Lhe aviiit,evan

when Maroony improvemenis ave.in an ‘c.iﬁ Progvess, ami the

aud i t, . eoncorrani,

3. As pointed oub in my lebtber Ne.5uBY (4) dabed oIst
Feovuavy IB96, Lhe awiit rae paid oy the Bank of Madvas fov UM
auiit of the -u'r_xo;’.e of bhe arcounts of the Prasidency Bank ig |
only Rs THUQ peY anncm Lo Wo gualified Pubdlic Accouncante,and
btheve can o‘e ne comarison beween the a_ua.:.it. ot Jgunh a seb of
accounts ani of the simple glabements Lo be' nainbtain:i in phe

cInginear?s Office hevearfier, velabimz bto Havrooar Inpvovauanis,

iv 9.7 Accountant; ant vet the Roard hasg

™

- = . - “ /
£eDL by one single Hab
. S

beeri c:.ivef.'t.ey‘t. Lo pay Tor surh an awiit move than the Madvas = &

Banlt payve Tov accounus kept ov mamevous larvse Deparuments,

ant. @ealins wibh oroves off Ru nses monibhlv,

-

[} 1) 7%~ 9 - ' Ny Te s by Dot A \ et T TYY S Y - u =
o, the Roavi woulid scbuib bthab Re ¢80 ner a mun or Rs B0

uonuniv ig-ample vemunevation to cover the exPences Lo Lhe
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Sarbour Trust Office,

MADRAS, __ IIth April 189 9

No. i“’A _

From {l

Herbert Bradley Esq I.C.S.,

Cuairman, Hareoor Trust Boarb,

. MADRAS.
To

__Colonel A.W.Smart R.E.,
Ag. SECRETARY TO (GOVERNMENT,
Marine Department,
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of memo |
dated 26th March No,I€4 T Marine forwarding to me for re-
marks letisr from the Accountant General No,.10€5 dated I8th
idem—herewith returned—suggesting that the fee for the
audit of the Harbour Board's Revenua and allied accounts
should be raised,and bringing to notice that while the fee
vas fixed in G.0,.No.434 Marine dated I2th October I889 at
Rs I000 per annum for the audit of Revenus and Rs 500 for
the Construction Accounts,the fee for the audit of the lat-
ter by the Examiner of Public Works Accounts when transfarred

to him was fixed at Rs 2400-~G,0.,Marine No,678 dated 2nd

October 18926, ; ' F
2. The Trustees objected at the time to pay Rs 200 per
mensem to the Examiner as they considered it "excessive and

"not justified by the nature or extent of the audit even when

"Harbour Tmprovements are in active progress and the audit
"concurrent® (vide Mr Austin's letters Nos,.3I5I A dated 20th
October 1896 and 3362 A dated 30th idem-—copies c¢f which are
enclosed for ready reference ) but Government over-ruled théir
representation (G.0.No.I4 Mariné dated 5th January 1897.)

Under section 44 Act II of IB886 the ramuneration of

the auditors of the Harbour Trust Accounts must he paid
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L 4, Should Covernment consider th
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"such remuneration as the Joverncr in Council may determine
. : s TN 4+ 1 T & -~ vy P | . ~ Y ’ . 4
and—although the fee now payable to the Accountant General is
small as comparad to that received by the Examiner when the
i ! 5

respactive work involved is taken into account—I would again

respectfully invite the attention of Government to the fees

i 5
=

V)]
-3
=)
)

paid for audit by the Bombay and calcutta Port Trust

fomaer is fixed at Rs 2500 per annum and the latter at Rs 5000

——— it S
@ e e

(vide pera 3 of Mr Austin'e letter No.H087 A datad 2Tst Tebh-
ruary I189€ printed with G.0.No.I43 Marine dated €th March
[89€ ) and these amounts have not been incrsased according to
the latest Administration reports tc hand from those Ports,
+ } e

e
1t the Accountant General!s

audit fee should he incrsased,l would request that the audit

o 1174 , W 2 Yahale s 4 1 R Ve . 4 o Qe o + i |
should be conducted concurrently nonth hv month ss the ac-

counts are closed,when any little discrspancy or irregularity

discovered cguld at once be set right,as is done in Bombay and

08 3 t > ) N 1 r +110 } y o + 2 y . L) T - F y
alcutta.To bring such to notice long after thev have oceurrad

4 4

8 of little practicsl use,

[ N
.

5. I would also request that should Government decide t¢

inereasge the Accountant General's fee the question may he

again considered as to whether he should not conduct the audit

of the petty maintenance accounts now audited by the Examiner,
for it seems superflucus to have two auditors under present
circumstsances when no construction work is going on.

6. The present is by -no means a time at which sny one con-

Trust can view with equanimity any

v i

pProposal to increase the axnaen=es of the Trust.The coal traf-

oL . " - g - - )% <« ) Y-
fic on whieh the finances of the Bcard ha
raving us snd the Trust cannot afford to i

ranidlyv 1le

& YT AWM S ey P 1wl v
eXpendiiure any where,
- AT b g ras o SO ek
I have the honcur to he

[
1.1‘,7‘

Vour Obsdient Servant,
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Cugrest No. q
oF MADfAS. } 1898. DEPT.

189 ' ' EXAMINER, P. W. ACCOUNTS.

S M 9
Madyas, o 1898,

Orrice Nore No,

W, | g

No objeetion whatever.I sn-

tirely coneur with the Board's Chaire:

man that one auditor should now bhe —

3
i
1

suffieisnt and bepg to join him in =-thes
opinion ghaﬁ the antire audit should -f;
be a monthly one , If you will kindly E
let me know from what month my abdit f

ry

may cease I will arranpge accordingly,
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Accountant-General’s Office,
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J4 T duly 18%

Of
4024

No.

T. HESKETH BIGGS ESQ.,
ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL 10 THE
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

Secretary to the Government of lMadras,

Marine Department.

In returning the papers received with your endorse-
ment No.277 F., dated 7£h June 1899, I have the honour to
state that I have no objection to the audit of the Revenue
Accounts of the Harbour Trust Board being conducted concur-
rently month by month as proposed by the Chairman in return
for the increased fee of Rs.2000/- although-the‘ch;;ggiwill
imposs extra work on my Office.

Se I also agree to the transfer of the audit of the petty
maintenance accounts to my Office from that of the Examiner
Public Works Accounts provided that the Hoard will pay an
additional audit fee on that account ‘of Rs.SOO/‘or Rs.lﬁa/—
less than the sum which the Chairman proposed in his letter
No.5§%2 A., dated 30th October 1896 to pay to the Bxaminer
Public Works Accounts for the audit.

If the Harbour Trust Board agrees to pay Rs.2500/-for
the combined audit I will apply to the Government of India
for sanction for the necessary additional establishment and

on receipt thereof the changes proposed in the correspondence

may be brought into effect.
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T+« HESKETH BIGGS ESQ.,
ACCOUNTANT-GENERAL 1o THE
GOVERNMENT OF MAD RAS,

TuE Secretary to the Government of ladras,

Marine Department.

In returning the papers received with your endorse-
ment No.277 ®., d‘.ated\?th June 1899, I have the honour to
state that I have no objection to the audit of the Revenue
Accounts of the Harbour Trust Board being conducted concur-—
rently wonth by month as proposed by the Chairman in return
tor the increased fee of Rs.2000/- although. the ‘ched o wil
impoéé extra work on my Office.

De I also agree to the transfer of the audit of the petty
maintenance accounts to my Office from that of the Examiner
Public Works Accounts provided that the loard will ray an

additional audit fee on that account of Rs.500/ or Fs.100/-

less than the sum which the Chairman proposed in his letter

X
No.3552 A., dated 30th Octoberv1896 to pay to the Bxaminer

Public Works Accounts for the audit.

If the Harbour Trust Board agrees to pay Rs.zsoo/-for
the coumbined audit T will apply to the Government of India
for sanction for the necessary additional establishment and
on receipt thereof the changes proposed in the correspondence
nay be brought into effect,

Accountant-Genera.l’s Offic
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Accountant-General.
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\ExrrAcT of Proceedings of thé TRUSTEES or THe HARBOUR
OF MADRAS, at a Meeting held at the Offices of the
Board on Friday {§ (U

g ' | of August 189 o,

_day

f | 4, Read endorsement, 1o, 369 B, daved 18th July 1899, from
Eﬁ the Secrevary to Government, Marine Devartment, enquiring
-4 ‘1ﬁ whether the Harbour Trust Board accepts the merms offered by
: ,!._'. vhe Accounvant General to pay Rs 8,500 per annum, for the cdm«
k. bined audit of the Revenue and of vhe Penty maintenance accountye
Read also levter damned Béth July 1899, from Messrs
Ronaldson and Ronaldson, Public Accounvants, Madras, replying
\ Lo a reference that they would underrtake a concurrent audit of
l the Harbour Trusp accounts for a fee of Rs 1,200 per annum.
Resolved that the Chairman address Government.
. .
(True Extract)

LY

/7

Secrevary & Traffic Manager,

Harbour Trust Board,



Sarbour Trust Office,
MADRAS, I0th August 189 9,
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Herbert Bradley Esq I.0.S..

CuairvaN, Harsour Trust Boarp,

MADRAS.
To
~N.B.deWintion Weq,. .. - - -
SECRETARY 10 (GOVERNMENT,
Marine Department.
Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receint of
your endorsement dated I8th July No.369 E forwarding cur-
rent number 978 Marine (herwith returned together with its %,
enclosures ) which was coﬁeidered by the Trustees of the .
Harbour at their last meeting,and I submit a copy of the o o8
resoclution then passed with reference to the concurrent ;
monthly audit of the whole of the Board's accounts, for

which the Accountant-General suggests that a fee of

Rs 2500 per annum should be pseid if conductéd rmonth by
month by his Outside Audit Department,the audit of petty &
maintenance,and vetty construction accounts by the Ex- i
aminer to cease.

2. The Trustees are of opinion that the sum suggested
is excessive.Inquiries were made from lessrs Ronaldson .
and.Rona;dson'Public Accountants of this City, as to the
T'ee for which they would undertake a concurrentmmonthly
audit.After 1ooking into the accounts they have offered

to undertake the work for a fee of Rs I200/- per annum.

3, One of the members of this firm is,as Government may

be aware,a joint auditor with another gentleman of the

accounts of the Bsnk of Madraes,end the Trusteas of the

Harbour




”QN
. wd . Harbour are of opinioen that the audit of their accounts could be
carried out to the satisfaction of Government and of the Board by
this firm,and would invive special attention to the differsnce in
the remuneration asked.The Accountant -General suggests Rs QBOQ/fper

annum while Messrs Ronsldson and Ronaldson are willing to carry out

a monthly concurrent sudit for less than half that smount viz Rs I200

£ya

o B

SURT

4, Referring to the letter on this subjeet from Sir James West-

1énd dated Simla 30th April 1887 No.2279,vide G.O Marine Nos.330,33I,
dated July 25th I887,I would observe that Messrs Ronaldson and
Ronaldson would be ncone the less indspendent of the Harbour Trust
Bourd as au@itors because the Trustees indicate their preference for

the audit being conducted by them,the appointrfut resting entirely

4
e

with Government.

5. Should Government decide that the Accountznt-General's audit
must continue I would invite your attention to the proposal made by
Sir Richard Barlow in his letter dated T0th October 1I887,vide G.O.

Marine No.62 dsted February 2°nd 1888 and would suggest that Messis

Ronaldscn a2nd Ronaldson be appointéd to conduct the monthly concur-

rent sudit desired by the Board for a fee of Rs I1200/-per annum;and
that the Accountant Ceneral should also be directed to examine and

report upon the accounts which have snnually to be laid before H.T.

the Governor in Council under section 43 Act II of 1886,The wveri-
ment would probably consider Rs 500 sufficient for the Accountant=
General's audit once a year,this having been the fee orizinally fix-
ed for his monthly audit, vide G.0.Marine No.sIB dated 9th July 1888.
It will be observed from G.0.No.402 Marine dated 9th Sep-
tember I887 that Government hes already ruled that the only ob-

ligatory audit is an annuzl cne.

I have the honour to be,

gir,

Your Obedient cervant,
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Secy & T.M. Chairman,

Harbour Trust Board.
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