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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following papers :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), Mis. No. 3217, dated
18th July 1899.

Read—the following letter from H. BRADLEY, Esq,, 1.C.S., Acting Collector of
Sea Customs, Madras, dated 4th July 1899, No. 4031 G.:—

[ have the honour to bring the following facts to notice, in view to such orders
as’may be deemed necessary in the matter being issued.

9. The S.S. Chancellor which arrived here from London on the 26th June 1899

F B
landed a case marked < ¥P >. This package having been brought into the Custom

House, the Agent for Government Consignments addressed we requesting that it
might be passed out of the Custom House as it was taken in by mistake, being
Government stores. As it had not the Government stamp (the broad arrow) marked
on it, he was asked to produce the Government Order in support of his statemeut that
the package contained bond fide Government stores, agreeably to rule 15 of the rvevised
rules for the landing of Government consignments, embodied in G.0., No. 404,
Marine, dated 23rd September 1889. In
Vide Board’s Proceedings (Separate Bevenue), reply, he forwarded Marine Department
No. 402, dated 2nd November 1889. memo. No, 314 K., dated 12th June 1899,
and a parcel receipt from Mssrs. Gellatly
Hankey & Co., London, but these documents do not specify the contents of the
kage. Thedocuments were, however, accepted in this instance (the package being
understood to eontain books trom Messrs, F. P, Baker & Co.) and the goods passed
out of the Custom House; but 1 take this opportunity to point out the great risk of
revenue being lost by the acceptance by this départment of the simple declaration of
the Agent for Government Consignments that such and such a case 18 bond fide
(Government property.
3. As an instance of such goods escaping payment of customs duty I beg to cite
a case which occurred last year. The Principal of the College of Kngineering
Madras, imported certain instruments for the use of the students of the Colleue’.
These were passed out of the Custom House, without the levy of import duty, on the
certificate of the Agent for Government Consignments that the case cout,ained.‘b,oud fide
Government property, and that it was taken into the Custom House by mistake. It
however, subsequently transpired that the goods were not Government stores, but
that they were stores obtained by the Principal direct from Mr. Stanley, London, in
his official capacity, and under the authority of the College rules. He was theref’ore
called upon to pay the duty due on the goods, which he did without objection.

4. In view of the foregoing facts, and as customs duties on general goods have
been re-imposed since 1889 when the rules were published, I would suggest that rule
15 above quoted be amended and all departments of the Secretariat and Heads of
departments instructed to file bills of entry at the Custom House and pay duty for
snch goods as they may obtain from out of India, unless they are imported by and at
the expense of Government,
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Resolution—Mis. No. 3217, dated 18th July 1899.

Submitted for the orders of Government. It would appear necessary that specific.
instructions should issue to the Agent for Government Consignments.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. A. GRAHAM,
Acting Secretary.

Endorsement thereon in the Revenue Department, dated 27th July 1899, No. 2765.

e

Orprr—No. 763, Marine, dated 11th August 1899.

It is observed that under the proviso to section 920 of the Sea Customs Act, goods,
the property of Government, are exempted from payment of customs dues, and that
in cases where stores are imported by officers of Goovernment without the intervention
of the India Office, the Collector of Sea Customs passes them out of the Custom House
on a declaration by the Agent for Government Consignments. 1t would appear,
however. that there are instances in which goods consigned to officers of Government
do not belong to Government, and are thus liable to customs dues.

9. With a view to the recovery of such dues, the procedure proposed by the
Collector of Sea Customs will be adopted in future, and_ rule 15 of the rules for
landing Government consignments will be amended accordingly.

3. The Presidency Port Officer will submit the draft of an amended rule for the ‘

approval of Government. :
(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Presidency Port Officer.

' Departments of the Secretariat,

Exd, T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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