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G.0., No. 953, 13th October 1899,
—

Harbour Dues on Coal

Stating that, pending submission of certain information called for, the
must defer its assent to the proposal of the Harbour Trust Board to reduce the —,

Government




No. 953, Maring, 13T Ocrorer 1899, .
: : “a

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper : —
G.0., No. 470, Marine, dated 31st May 1899.

Reap—also the following papers : — .

Letter from the S i ini i
% 1899. e Secrotary, Kolar Gold Field Mining Board, Marikuppam, dated 20th June
tter from Messrs. BEST anp CO., dated 28th J 18
_ A . 99, No. GT.B. 1/297

3 the Chairman, Harbour Trust Board u;llze;,d ’ j ety
Ofﬁoe]-gnote from the Joint Secretary to Gover:m,mnt, ?:b(liizt%(?é’?fl:l}l %?3899, B v
Letwrrﬂg%}gaﬁdt?th July 1800, E ey

. : ez i

S cting Secretary, Indian Mining Association, Caleutta, dated 17th July 1899

Letter from the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated 22nd August 1899

From the Hon’ble Mr. C. E. P. VansAGN
Mr. C. E. P. NEW, Esq., Chairm:
gommerce, Madras, to the Secretary to Goverm%ent llﬁﬁl‘uﬂ?_dn. Cha‘mber .
ated 4th September 1399, ko A0 Aoty

In continuation of my letter of the 5th July
1 3 1 y, I have now t :
gﬁ) (1);3: (gllza;n;};el‘;,o al{afvmg 102011s1dered the question of the prcl)l;uil:cri‘ O;rdzoczpform you
harh L Sie thero(t)!]lla 2 annas to 4 annas per ton, in the light of the iu;n' 5 Fhe
8 S0 Y 31317 Ay irman of the_ Harbour Trust Board r’in his 1 tu -0 1m‘:1t10n
gust—copies of which are forwarded here i s Mgk
has resolved as follows :— erewith —for information—

G 3 s
on coal is ivieabloy Dopupee O U ior e biofoada HOTRURN 1Y
B i S hat inasmuch as the revenues of the Bo d e

: d nsiderable addition from the Port Funds by reas ard are likely to
ptxosose 1ne&v coast lights being defrayed from dues spec{an 123' O(f ;he cost of the
it strongly deprecates any addition being made to the d B S
has been shown absolutely necessary. ues on other goods until same
economy the Chamber is of opinion that the red ed i ehadie df Higi
Trust B‘oard ought to be sufficient to meet all expensel;ce B ncLaSun

‘ . . . *
would be (31)'(1(;.]j ‘?oatcolrlllsiflh(:‘ : veuttlff this not being found. to b the case, the Chamb
g er any o o

ey 8 y other proposals which the Harbour Trust Board ax;?gﬁ:

ENCLOSURES.

From HERBERT BRADLEY, Esq., 1.0.8,, Chairman, H
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, gzt,;ed ;15'2}2“; urf;uf;ggB Oﬁﬁl’%gd‘“, to the

Referring to your letter, dated Hth July, addressed t :

proposed reductim} of Harbour dues on coal fyr:)m twelve toofo%:v ﬁmﬁngru;orefemnm to @he

has been communicated to me by the Secretary to Government, Mafine ]31 » S99Y, 6F whioh

instruetions to ﬁlr_msh you with the information asked for, I have the honour to (;g?tment’ Sl

the total tonnage imported and exported during the year 1898-99 was 553 00(‘5'611 you that
Tonnage of coal . 222505 ttg;i:‘

wve e

RS.
Dues at 12 annas thereon ... 1,66,878

The Boa@d expects to retain half the trade, say 111,250 tons; dues fbe
on which at 4 annas : FO iy 27,812
1,39,066

e vy L ses

Deficit to be made good

IRAAAAN

No. 953, MarINE, 13TH OcroBer 1899.

o exclusive of coal was 553,069 minus 222,505 equal to 330,564 tons,

9. The total tonnag S
oneral cargo upon which extra dues must be imposed to meet the deficiency of Rs. 1,39,066,
which in round figures would necessitate an all-round enhancement at the rate of nearly seven

annas per ton.
This would raise the due for landing and shipping on all goods except coal to Rs. 1-3-0

per ton.

3. Tt would probably be a much more convenient arrangement to retain the present prin-
ciple of collecting the same rate of harbour dues upon all goods imported and exported, so as
to avoid all questions of olassification of imports or exports. If you would prefer differential
rates, and would like to make suggestions on the subject, I will lay your proposals before the

Board.

e

From HERBERT BRADLEY, Esq., LCS,, Chairman, Harbour Trust Board, Madras, to the
Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated 3rd August 1899, No. 309/1.

otter of the 1st August, 1 have the honour to state that, so far as can
of the Harbour Trust Board will fall

are reduced or not. It will

Tn answer to your 1
be at present foreseen, it is probable that the receipts

considerably below the estimates in any case, whether dues on coal
therefore be necessary to ralse dues on general cargo in any Case.

SRS s & SRR

0. 953, Marine, dated 13th October 1899.
above relate to the proposal of the HMarbour Trust Board to
oal from 12 annas to 4 annas per ton.

1, the Government desired to have the opinion
¢ has now senta finalreply in its letter,

OrpER—N

The papers read
reduce the dues on seaborne ¢

9. Before sanctioning the proposa
of the Chumber of Commerce. The Chambe
dated 4th September 1399, from which it will be seen that it gives a con
assent to the proposed reduction of dues.

3. Tt assumes that the effect of the imposition of light dues, which is under
separate consideration, will relieve the Port Fund and thus produce such an enhance-
ment of the contribution now made by this fund to the Marbour Trust Board as
will render unnecessary any addition to the dues on other goods so as to compensate
for the loss of over a lakh of rupees involved in the reduction of the dues on coal.
1t thus becomes necessary to consider what will be the actual effect on the Port

Fund of Madras of the imposition of light dues.

4. The receipts under the Madras Port Fund are shown in the current year’s
3 .... Rs. 1,13,390

budget as h ok widk

The ordinary Civil charges to be met from these receipts

amount to ivs 13 fr * 92,832
The balance therefore which can in the future be transferred to '

the Harbour Trust Board will amount to o il 20,558
But from this balance, the Public Works charges, other than

lighthouse charges, will have first to be met. In the current year’s bt

L 2 )

budget, these charges amounut to g

Deducting this amount, the net balance available for transfer
: R o e N s e K

will be . i o X
At present the Madras Port Fand makes a contribution to the Pilotage Fund of
? for enhancing pilotage fees have

; 000 annum ; but proposals ‘
s T L4 : the receipts will in future balance

ecently been sanctioned, and it is expected that : fut
ihe exgenditure. No plzovision need therefore be made for pilotage. Similarly, under

light dues seheme charges on account of_lighthouses will no longer fall on the
%1:“1%\1“& Thus a sum of about Rs. 18,000 in round numbers may fairly be agsumed

as the surplus for future years.

ditional .

L R od
RS.

# General administration ale v 3 I o . e | 13,934

Ystablishment o o o G s i R vs 1 80,578

Fees .o . . o . . o . . 800

. ' ' e Al ‘7,520

Miscellaneou v o .

Total . 92,832
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_ 5. Under the proposal now hefore Government to reduce th

Harbour Trust Board stand to lose Rs. 1,389,066 per annum :}ﬁ;‘:s t(l,:a 2?{;0223
surplus from Port Funds, as shown above, is not likely to be l’nore than Rs {8 000
per annum. ”The‘re"thus seems no good ground for the optimistic view of tﬁe Ullam
ber of Commerce as to the future enhauncement, of the Harh Trus s
revenues from Port Funds. L, v,

8. But the Chamber is further of opini ' . ‘o
the Harbour Trast Board should ge z%‘lmon that by the oxercise of rigid economy,

; : e to meet all it - i
reduced revenue consequent on the reduction of coal du;s.s 831“%2[::6?9 egoi?lirgltt?eft)gz

the Government in support of this opinion.

t?. Té:eth'l‘rustegs appre}iend that, unless the
sanctioned, the sea-borne coal will be ousted from : 2o
from Singareni. It has been ascertained that, at ;rllzeﬁ;arﬁ]fle:ezz’s:g ; !‘all-sbot.'ne ot
coal can be delivered in Madras for Rs. 13-5-6, supposing the eco :'a t: s D)
mines to be the same as it was in 1896, viz., Rs. 6. Messrs. Best &: C?) -
harbour dues are reduced to 4 annas per ton, Bengal coal can be deliver dm{ ;}lag’ -
for Rs. 13 per ton. This means that if the dues are retained at their pres:nf ﬁa s
Bengal coal can be delivered for Rs. 13-8-0. Now in .0., No. 389 R g:i;r (:i
9th March 1898, the efficiency of Bengal (Kurhurbaree) coal as compared wit}lrx.’sm . x
reni coal is stated to be as 1 to 1-2. This means that to compete with Bengal c(;S:i
Singareni coal must be delivered at five-sixths of the price of Bengal coal, so that it
should cost at Madras Rs. 11-4-0 per ton if dues are not reduced, and Rs. 10-13-4
if they are. The figures before Government seem to show that it is impossible, without
great reduction of the railway rates lately advertised, or of cost of production, to
deliver coal at Madras from Singareni so cheaply as this. The Chairman of the Harbour
Trust Board is accordingly requested to verify the apprehension of the Trustees by
definite figures.

8. The attention of the Trustees is also called to the condition considered neces-
gary by the Chamber of Commerce, viz., that the reduction of dues on coal should not
involve an increase of dues on other goods. ‘

9. Pending submission of the information called for in these Proceedings and
of an assurance by the Harbour Trust Board that no compensating increase of dues
will be necessary, His Excellency the Governor in Clouncil must defer his assent to
the proposal made by the Harbour Trust Board to reduce the dues on coal.

proposed reduction of rates is

(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Harbour Trust Board.
,, the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.
,, the Secretary, Indian Mining Association, Caleutta.
,, the Secretary, Kolar Gold Ficld Mining Board, Marikuppan.
,» Messrs. Best & Co.

Exd. T, K, Narayana Aiyangar.
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INDIAN MINING ASSOCIATION,
Lo 9 RovaL Excuancg Buipiyg,
G e e ol : ‘;. i Caleutta, 174 July 1899,
o o |
¥ No. 275-R,
; [ | From
. | THE ACTING SECRETARY,
‘?! : ol ‘ INDIAN MiNING AssocraTion,
* y To
THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
MARINE DEPARTMENT.
3
SIR,

\ i THE attention of the Committee of the Indian  Mining Association hasg recently been
‘ directed to , Proposal made to your Department by the Madras Harbour Trust Board to teduce
! the Harboyr dues on cog] imported into Madras by sea from 12 anpas to 4 annas per ton, The
Committee understand thyt the Harbour Trust Board urged in support of their Proposal that unless
such a reduction Were made Bengal seq borne coal would not be able to compete in the Madras
market with coql from the Singareni mines brought down by the East Coast Railway ; and that
they would in Consequence lose the whole of the Bengal coal trade which, if once diverted, would
= be very difficy]t to regain, The proposed reduction would, the Committee note, entail a loss to the
? Harbour Tevenues of a lakh of Tupees per annum, and they observe that the Board propose to make
j : ) good this loss by raising the dues on other classes of goods, The Committee have also learned that
’ the Agent of the Hyderabaq (Deccan) Company has protested, on behalf of that Company, against
the proposed reduction, on the ground that if it comes into force Singareni coal, transported by the
East Coast Railway, wil not be able to hold its own in Madras against Bengal coal, notwith-
,- R ¢ standing the recent reduction in rates made by that Railway,

2. The question of the heavy charges levied on coa] imported into Madras is one which
has been carefully watche by the Committee of this Association since 1897. They recognised
then that so Soon as the East Coast Railway—at that time under construction—reacheq Madras,
Bengal coal woulq be driven from that market by Singareni coal unless the Harboyr dues were

l § ‘ ] upon the attention of the Harbour Trust Board by the Madras Chamber of Commerce, The
| - Board at that time, however, were unable to recommend any change. The East Coast Railway !
has since been linked up with Madras, and the low rates of freight at which coal i3 carrjeq Oh-1 g i
it prove that the Committee’s contention—which is now urged by the Harbour Trust Board—yy45

correct. - Singareni coal js conveyed to Madras by the East Coast Railway for a little over Rs, 6

Per tom, and is put on the market there at Rs. pp per ton or thergatggugs. Even with tpe /3o
proposed reduction of 8 annas in the Harbour dues the minimum  price at which Bengal coal ¢y
be landed at Madrag is Rs. 13-8 to Rs. I3 per ton.  Allowing Re, 1-8 per ton for its Superiority X
i shoul be able to hold jts own, notwithstanding the Contention /% 4 = s

of the Agent of the Hyderabad Company. There is, therefore, not the slightest probability of ¢} y "i‘
reduction driving Singareni coal from the Madras market. It will, the Committee Submit, only } 4
enable Bengal coal to compete on less onerous terms than at present with Singareni cog] at Madras, i &
and thereby prevent the Singareni mines obtaining a monopoly of the trade, to the detriment of d 7

industrial enterprise, and at the eXpense of the coal consumers of the Presidency. Tpe Committea L
would also respectfully protest against the assertion made in your Department’s order No. 470 of * i
31st May 1899, that the proposed reduction would only be in the interest of a single fmporting e
| firm.  They maintain on the other hand that the existing arrangement tends more in the direction
l of beneﬁting only a single concern, and that the reduction js a question of great importance to the
colliery owners in Bengal as 3 whole, as well as to a] consumers of coal in Magryg, Moreover,

that if the coal dues are not lowered, and the trade leaves the port, other classes of goods
will require to be taged to a still greater extent to make up the whole difference,
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From

THE ACTING SECRETARY,

INDIAN MINING AssocraTion,
To

THE SECRETARY T0O THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS,
MARINE DEPARTMENT.

SIR,

THE attention of the Committee of the Indian Mining Association has recently been
directed to a proposal made to your Department by the Madras Harbour Trust Board to teduce
the Harbour dues on coal imported into Madras by sea from 12 annas to 4 annas per ton. The
Committee understand that the Harbour Trust Board urged in support of their proposal that unless
such a reduction were made Bengal sea borne coal would not be able to compete in the Madras
market with coal from the Singareni mines brought down by the East Coast Railway ; and that
they would in consequence lose the whole of the Bengal coal trade which, if once diverted, would
be very difficult to regain. The proposed reduction would, the Committee note, entail a loss to the
Harbour revenues of a lakh of rupees per annum, and they observe that the Board propose to make
good this loss by raising the dues on other classes of goods. The Committee have also learned that
the Agent of the Hyderabad (Deccan) Company has protested, on behalf of that Company, against
the proposed reduction, on the ground that if it comes into force Singareni coal, transported by the
East Coast Railway, will not be able to hold its own in Madras against Bengal coal, notwith-
standing the recent reduction in rates made by that Railway.

2. The question of the heavy charges levied on coal imported into Madras is one which
has been carefully watched by the Committee of this Association since 1897. They recognised
then that so soon as the East Coast Railway—at that time under construction—reached Madras,
Bengal coal would be driven from that market by Singareni coal unless the Harbour dues were
considerably reduced. They urged that a reduction should be made, and the matter was pressed
upon the attention of the Harbour Trust Board by the Madras Chamber of Commerce, The
Board at that time, however, were unable to recommend any change. The East Coast Railway
has since been linked up with Madras, and the low rates of freight at which coal i3 carried on
it prove that the Committee’s contention—which is now urged by the Harbour Tryst Board—was
correct.  Singareni coal is conveyed to Madras by the East Coast Railway for a little over Rs. 6
per ton, and is put on the market there at Rs. 11 per ton or tlzergabq}xts. Even with the /3.0
proposed reduction of 8 annas in the Harbour dues the minimum price at which Bengal coal can '
be landed at Madras is Rs. 13-8 to Rs. 13 per ton. Allowing Re. 1-8 per ton for its Superiority .2
to Singareni coal, the latter Should still be able to hold its own, notwithstanding the contention /% 4
of the Agent of the Hyderabad Company. There is, therefore, not the slightest probability of the
reduction driving Singareni coal from the Madras market. It will, the Committee submit, only
enable Bengal coal to compete on less onerous terms than at present with Singareni coal at M adras,
and thereby prevent the Singareni mines obtaining a monopoly of the trade, to the detriment of
industrial enterprise, and at the expense of the coal consumers of the Presidency. The Committee
would also respectfully protest against the assertion made in your Department’s order No, 470 of
31st May 1899, that the proposed reduction would only be in the interest of a single ilnporting
firm.  They maintain on the other hand that the existing arrangement tends more in the direction
of benefiting only a single concern, and that the reduction is a question of great importance ¢, the
colliery owners in Bengal as a whole, as well as to all consumers of coal in Madras, Moreover,
as the Harbour Trust Board propose to increase the charges on other and more valuable goods to
meet the loss they expect to sustain by the 8 annas reduction on coal, it appears to the Committee
that if the coal dues are not lowered, and the trade leaves the port, other ¢l
will require to be taxed to a still greater extent to make up the whole difference,

asses of goods




3. The maintenance of the Harho
to be indefensible on any grounds,
or exports from, Madras, pa
Pays more than one per cent.

» While no other class of good ;
T appears to the Committee to be png good reason for this
dispropqrﬁonata tax on gea borne coal, ang they are strongly of Opinion, ag they.were in 1897,
that a substantial reduction shoylq be made, They trust, therefore, that H, g the Governor in
i Council, will see his Wway to sanction the Proposal, which must, in thejr Opinion, ultimately teng toa
l r material addition tO the Tevenues of the Harpoyy Trust Boarq,
I have the honor tg be, ot
| SIR, :
; rder
r Your most Obedient ervant, 4
) / .
OV GTAN -7,{ :: ﬁ
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o oy i ooy Tt/
SR, —~In a letter from the Secretary of the
Indli?u Mining Association on the effect of the
?prbposed reduection of the Marbour dues, which
ppears in yourissus of the 25¢h instant, 1§ uotica
Ffew ‘Qiserepancies, which, ‘as they are calcu.

fated to n 16 public, 1 shall, with your
(permission, 7our to o m&‘m&m’y]
{86323, 01 what basis I cannot say, that Singa- |
xs0i coal ““ can be put on the market at Madras |
‘.t Ry 11 per ton,” whereas the actual coat
tnﬁgregabas much more, as: the following figares

wiil show :— R ‘
“ Ooal cost at pit’s mouth .., wRs. 4 8 0

R e llandi B °j

Wola .afiaR - St 3 e e
I Rail f:eigh‘u“fmm Bozwada to Ennore ~

258 miles at 4 pies (the nresent rated. ,, 5 6 @
%mcl)ze to hf:dras':g 10 I%tes... '5 »-0980

avlage charge from Royapuram ]

Salt Qotaurs s o R 3;

‘Total ..Rs.1213 3

e =

I will now proceed to show how groundless ia

the Secretary’s contention that Singareni coal

|**oan held its own” in competition with the
Bengal coal, as follows : —

Benaarn Coar,
Good Qoal (F.0.B. Calcutts), par ton...Rs, 7 4 @ i
{

.

| Sivemer freight to Madras, about ..., 3 8

' Harbour dues, Madras, inoluding Boat.

! age, Porterage, &o. o v 210
Rl freight, itladru to Kolar Gold
ERERIEY ., sl SRR 2 ¢

Actual charges ..Ps, 17 1 @
Daduct for *‘ supsriority” to Singareni
| con), ag claimed by the Seoretary ...,, 1 8 0
( — e

Ri15 9 0
Lens allowanoe for proposed reduced
| Harbour dues 1 Lak sy 0.8 0
| Total cosh lpr ton, delivery at Kolar
| " Gold Field WwRa 15 1 @
I SinaARENTI CoAn.
Qost and freight oharges to Madras (as |
| _showa above) ... 4ok, 12 13 3
| Freight from Madras to Kolar Gold
| Field .., e 4 4 0
Total cost ePer ton delivery at Kolar
Gold Field Ra, 1

“ vl § 3'

So that, 1t goes ‘without saylng that tha "

| Singareni coal, which costs Rs. 2 more per l;on.’
at the Kolar Gold Field, is lg no means in &
Position to compete with the Bengal coal, even '
5:1 tge absence of the propased Harbour dues €

aetion, P i

I5 will b2 nosed, as above shown, that the
total cost of Bangal coal per toa delivered at
Kolar Gold Field is about Rs. 15.1 per tom,
whereas I learn the rate now being paid for
Bangal eoal at the Field is Rs. 19 per ton. |
Were the actual chargeseven Rs, 16 per ton, |
there wou'd still be the immense margin left for
profit of Rs. 3 per ton ! and I think the Secretary
musk make out a much stronger (and more as-
curate) case before Government will, I opine—
should the above figures come before it—
aver consent to the reduction of the Harboux
dues by 8 annas per ton.

Having, I hope, refuted the conclusions
-arrived at by the writer, I may add that the
Kolar Goald Field is the most important con«
sumer of coal in Southern Indis, so that most
of the Bengal coal arriving in our Harbour
linds its way there, and as I have shown above,

. there being no necessity for Government to
reduce the Harbour dues on the coal sup-
plied to the Kolar Gold Field, there would
ba still less necessity to reduce those dues,
to benefit the general public, as outside tha
K. G. F. requirements, the aggregate of coal
consumed in the Presidency is insignificant in |
comparison. I would say further that Singa-
reni coal does not depend mpon the markets of
‘the Madras Presidency, it has an outlet of
considerable magnitade Bombay-wards and
‘elsawhere, so that there is not the slightast
danger of this coal coming into competition
\with that of the Bangal Presidency, down
|Boath, yet awhile. Such a contingenoy
may, however. arise, should the Singareai omt-
;pul; rew jnto one of eonsiderably greater
jmagnitude thyn itis at preseat, and, what is, -
|more ta the purpose, shonid Government ever
lconeider the advisabllity to vedace the present
peohibitive rail freight charges from 4 jpies to’
3 pies per ton. The comtemplated uotion
by Govemme:gof the present charges from/
4 to 3% pies ton, which is to have effect
| from the lst proximo, Wil ceriainly not place
itin a position to compete sueceesfally  wigh!
| the Bongal coal, MERCHANT, '




e TR e — T

,éz’ }{g .

' 30 Madrag Coal Trade, 1
S1r,—The figures furnished by ** Merchant”
' a8 to the cost of Bengal coal delivered at the
| Bolar Gold Field and tha deductions he draws
| from them, are as inaccurate and misleading aa '
|the price at which he estimates that Singarent
‘o2l can be laid down at Madras, For purposes |
'of his own, hs assumes the steamer freight om
‘eoal to be Rs. 3-8 per ton, whereas the aver?\?o
‘for the past two years has exceeded Hs. 5. No
allowance is made for Marine Insurance or
'wastage, which in the cas3 of sea-borne coal,
often amounts to 5 per cent. and over. Tha cost,
moreovar, of haulage from Royapuram to Salt
Cottaurs is also not included. Assuming his
other figares are correct we hava :—
Gryod coal F. O. B. Oaloutta per ton ,..Rs. 7
Sieamer freight ... e are 3
 Hacbour dues, &o., .. we
Marine Insurance, say “a ¥is 4%
A30AZ0 ... we e e 4y

A

Gk
-4 40
! | RLage

4
0
1
1
0

coMNo;
QeLee

—

i
Actual cosb delivered in Madras ... ,, 15 0
Haulage from Royapuram to Saly ..,
Qottaurs ... e s 2
Rail freight Madras o Kolar.., aes o 4

Adbual cost delivered at Kolar ...R3. 19 6 3
In addition to 12 annas Harbour dues I under- ’
stand the Harbour Board levies a charge of I
auna par ton on all railway vehicles entering
its premises, and if this ba added to the above,
and also the charges levied for storage, &e., the
cost de'iverad at Kolar will amouat to fullg
Rs. 198 par ton.

Your correspondent, after showing b{( hia
figures that the actual cost delivered at Kolar
was Rs. 171 per ton deducts Ry 1.8 for the
superiority of Bangal coal over Singareni, and
8 annas for the proposed reduction in the dues,
and then makes the startling assertion that the
ﬁrloa of Bingal coal delivered at Kolar s

. Rs. 151 per ton, If he s in the habit of making
calcalations in this way, I predict that his ca«
reer as & ‘‘ Morchant” will coms to a speedy
eonclusion,

For quantities in excess of 590 tons the rate

for coal on tha E st Coast Railway for distances
nuder 3)) miles i 3} pies par ton. For distancas
over 300 miles the rate is 3 pies per ton, and
for quaaticiesin excess of 12,500 tons the rate
is only 2} pies per ton. By paying for 300 miles
the 3 ﬁ\e rate may be obtained for quantities
less thw 12,500 tons and ths 24 pie rate for
quantities in excess of that figure. Caloulating |
the rate at 3 pies par toa, tha cost of Slngnreni ‘
coal laid down at Madras and Kolar iz as
follows :—.
Oosb ab pit's mouth par ton .., .Ri 4 8 0
Ril freight Yollandu to Bazwada ..., 2 4 Q
| Ryil feaight Byzwada to Royapuram

{300 miles a3 3 pies per ton ., e RTAH O

‘ Ot delivered in Madeas .., wRs 11 7 o
Ril haulage Ryapacam toSdoQotbaues,, 0 2 3
Rl freight Sals Qovtaucs to Kolar ..,,, 4 4 0

: & m————

1 O3t delivered ab Kolar s R, 1513 3 1

For quantities in excass of 12,500 tons the |
| respactive rates are as follows i—

Q)b ab pitv’s moush .., Ry 4 8 0

Rl fraight Vollanda o Bozwada .., ,, 2 4 0
do  Bazwada to R)yapuram 300

. miles ab 2 pies par ton . wow 314 8

03t delivered ab Madras ... wRy 910 &

vil haulage Royapuram toSalbQobbaurs,, 2 3
Rl freight Salu Oodbaurs vo Kolar ...,, 4 ¢ 0

O)sb delivered at Kolar Ao «Riu 14 0 9
Comparing thrabive wich the cost of Bangal |
eoal, it will b2 seen there is & margin in favour
of Singareni, on quantities below 12,50) tons, of
| Ry 39 psr ton, and on gquaatities in excess of |
: 12,50) tons of Rs. 5:5-6 per ton. :
¢ Mrehant” states that outside the require. |
Lmenbs of the Kolar G)ld Fiald the aggregace of |
‘¢01l consumed in the Presidency is insignifi- |
cant, Thaconsumption of the M wdras and South |
Iadiza Riilways, Cotton and Sagar Mills,
Fonadries, Camsant Works, ete., smounts to the
* ipsigniticant” total of over 230,000 tons per
anxam, or’ considerably more than half the
| present anuual ontpas of the Singareni Miaes,
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The Madras Coal Trade.
Sir,—The letter from soi-disqng © Merchant
seems to me as originating from & Singareni
| interested sonrce, S:eing, however, thag your
! orresgondenL“Scrumtor” has completely shown
‘the absurdity of Singareni’s, aligs " Mer-
cbant’s”, caloulations, T refrain from going into
‘the question of general cost except to say that
from personal experience Bs. 7.4 1. o, b, Cal-
cutta, for even good coal, seems g very fall
bprice. On the other hand, freight has, I con-
sider, been taken at its minimum, ~ The Joss in
weight depends very Jargely on supervision hoth
during shipment and discharge, but one thing is
‘cettma that sea-borge coal deteriorates in

marke
““Scruttor” has made no allowanes for either
this or the extra Vi astage after being stacked to
removal from stack to rail truck, one must
‘admit the 5 per cent, for losg in weight is very
fair, From ¢ Sorutator’s” caleulations, which
we will ﬁccept as corrept (althongh T believe
{Singaren! coal Pit’s mouth costg under Rs, 4.8
}Eer ton, the ton being, as far 48 I remems
| ber, 21 cwt,) Bengal coal stands in at Re, 19:8
(and Singareni Rs, 14, or say Rs, 5.8 per ton
n favour of the latter, Now with such
a wide margin one woulq naturally expect,
Sluggrenl to hold its OWn ; but the faey, i® thig
coal is nof afsuitable fuel for stationary engines

and even when used on Jlocomotives speciai
fire bars, after much trouble anq pains, haye |
| been Introduced and Singareni is ooly used by
 the Railways when it s away down below
Bengal, The Mines have tried Singareni and
found it unsuitable, in the Same manner varions

nusatisfactory resultg when compared wi h
English coal. Of late the Bengal omrsnp;l'il:d
i, I believe, one of the best obtainable, but even
regarding this I understand complainés haye

the Mines will very quiekly indent for English !
| and give Bengal coal the cwld shovIder. Seeing |
that the Mines won’t use Singareni and are
practically forced for the moment. to take Bonpal
eoal, and this through one ageney ouly, I am at
a loss to fathom the action of the Harbonr
Trust Board in reducing the dnea when the only
'People to benefit will be eithec the colliery
owner or Caleutta merchant or Madras import-
er. Ifihe fands of the Harbour Trust Board
permitted the Trustees to give away & lakh of
rupees, let them do so {by redueing ‘other rates
besides coal ; but seeing that the ¢ Bogy Singa. | »
jreni” has been introdnced from anly one quarter,
and that an interested one, I fail to see the
Jjustice of giving so large a redusiion to one or
two af the expense of the many who will he
called npon to pay enhanced dues on of her goods
o make up for the Board’s #ift to those inte-
rested in Bengal coul.

AQUILA. 3

W . 500 5 AR

SIR,—1 read 'with some amusement i
issue of the 28:h instant the animadversions gf
your ecorrespondent ** Serutator” on my leter
of the 27 h instant on the above subject. Y
correspondent has altogether missed my m

coniention, that considering the en
of something like Rs. 3 per ton a

! vendors of Bengal coal at the Kolar

with the price at Rs. 19 per ton,

would never be brought to consider v
(ability of the reduction of the pres¢nt Harhoug
{dues from Annas 12 to Annas 4 perton. It will
| be observed that “* Serntaior” does not guesti;

the accaracy of my statement that ih

rate of Bengal coal at the Field is Rs
ton, which argues that it is unrafutable.

{ theless, he pives figores showing that the

cost of Bungal coal delivered at the Kolar

Gold Ficld aggregates Rs, 19.8 per tou, whieh

means 8 lass to tha vendors

per ton ! A style of business whie
*“ Serutator’s” own words, would soon bring the |
most prosperous business extant *““to g speedy |

|

| conelnsion,”

Now as to the Gond Jides of *“Serutator
other figures, I amina position to state withre |
ference to the Rs. 15 he elaims to he the “ actim.,
cost, of Bengal coal delivered in Madras,” thag
pply to one of

Bengal coal was tendered for sy
the largest con=umers in Madras

the vexed question of the ¢l

upon,
In'concluding, I cannot refrai

| ¢ Scratator” that T am as wel
one in the requirements of con) by

Railways and firms in Madras,

consumption has never averag
10,000 to 12,000 tons, and this of
(this year alone, under special
freight with the B, M., Railway and
distance over the Bezwada-May

{from the Mines, they have inereased their
'conaumption of Singareni coal to g quantif

- which is to feed their entire system). The South
bout the same
quactity annually and the Miils ang Factories
we may putdown at about ana: by
making in round numbers 40,000

Indian Railway consumes g

crutator,”

bon, and to % mill proprietor at the even lo
rate of Rs.12 8 perton, and this in the early pa
of the present year—notwiths anding ** Sernta.
tor’s” siand that ¢ the average steamer freight
for the past two years has exceeded Rs, 5.7
and that the Secretary to ihe Mining “Associn-
tion (an unquestionable authority) deelares in |
his letter published in your issue of the 925:th |
instant that the coal delivered in Madras does
nof exceed Rs. 13-8 per ton in eost !

However, in ovder to bring the question within
the pale of practical commercial encerprise,
favd to determine and bring to a finale |
two competing factors, I hereby make a firm
offer to supply **Seratator”, or any on
desirous of so profitable an investment;
200,000 tons of Bengal coal, delivery in Madras
Harbour, at Rs. 13 per ton, after

resent Harbour duss of 12 annas per
y his own showing (“actual eost d
Madras, Re 15") will rexult in a net profit to
bim of R4.4,00,000, and I am prepared
my offer when and where he may d

n from assuring
I posted as an

he allowance of 200,000 tons “ Serutator”
makes in the !asg para of his lat
sumers other than the Kolar Gold Fiald
well be denuded of one cipher ! 20,0
or thereabouts wonld be nearer
For instance, the Madras Railw
*d more than
Singareni eoal
conditions of

hich is nothing like the fignres given
—
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" East Goast Railway,
*lio'r‘;cu. ’
Ratey for Qoal,

ITH effect from 1st August, 1899, in d &. -
loeal booking and 1st September, 1899, '&
+| in through bookin » the following rates will be EA
-

introduced for the carriage of Coal, at owner’s
risk, in fall wagon loads, over the Hast Coast
Railway In supersession of all  previous
‘motices and advises .—

L. Tn consignments of 250 tons and over,
31 ples per ton per mile,
| In consignments of below 250 tens,
'3} pies per ton per mile,
. (@) The Coal rates notifieq in item 8, Goods
of Advice of Tariff Changes No. 4 of 1899 are
cancelled,

| (b) Oharges will, in all cases, be levied on
| the full Carrying capacity of the wagon used,
| #nd in the event of transhipment the charges
| will, in all cuia, be levied on the marked
| c?.rryglg capacity of the Wagon originally con-
signed, .
%c) No terminal will be charged on this
Railway, but when loading or unloading is
performed by this Rail Way ab the Forwarding
or Destination station or when transhipment
15 made at Junction station, an additional sam
of 2 abnas 3 pies per ton will be levied for 1
each operation
(d) When wagons have to be transhiﬂ:ed
ab the Godaveri River, 8 annag per ton will be
added for this service to the rates,
(¢) No rebate will be granted,

By order,
. W. Bovog,
i‘ : Teaffic Buperintendent,
‘ . Traflic Supdt.’s Ofﬁce, ' i
: |1 Waltair, "tha 270:11‘.&1 y.‘;lzfﬁ). — e
‘ .
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Railway Rates for Coal, 1

Tre East Coasr Ramway mas mssvep Al
revised schedule of rates for the carriage of |
coal, which compares favourably even with |
the reduced rates notified some months ago, !
With effect from to-morrow, 1st August, in |
local booking and from 1g September, in |
through booking, 31 pies per ton per mile will ‘
be charged on consignments of 250 tong and
over, and 3% pies on consignments below |
250 tons, Charges will, in all cases, be levied
onthefull carrying capacity of the wagon used,
Land in the event of granshipment the charges
will, in all cases, be levied on the marked |
facarrying capacity of the Wagon originally con-
signed. No terminal will be charged on the
{East Coast Railwa » but when loading or

unloading iy performed by that railway at
‘the forwarding or destination station, or when
transhipment is made at Jjunction station,
an additional sum of 2 annas 3 pies per ton
will be levied for each operation. When
wagons have to be transhipped at the Goda-
very River, 8 annag per ton will be added for
this service to the rates, Under the new
schedule no rebate will be granted, A further
notification states that the Madras Railway
having intimated itg inability to geal with
goods, including coal, from the East  Coast
Railway at Royapuram for the present, senders
must consign only o Salt Cotaurs till further
arrangements are made, It g evident from the
above that Mr., Lightfoot is determined to
secure for hig railway as much of the coal
traffic as possible ; and this he sees can best
be done by simplifying and reducing the cost
of freight. = A good deal has lately been said
about the rivalry between Singareni and Ben.
gal coal in South Indian markets, W have
no concern with the considerations that have
been urged ou  one side or the other for
specially f# ourable treatment as regards |
freight, ur. dues, etc. ; but any and
every step ,that conduces to g reduction of
cost to the gomsumer deserves to he welcomed,
and the poliey of the East Coast Railway 'is

therefopg zhbh to be commended, j
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The Madrgs Coa]
SIg, Vith reference to the |
Secrefy Y of the odiay Immg
cutta, ich &ppeargq I yopp
Instay undep ¢ aboye he,
. = Writep | ot regq
1 29 Itimg (in the Mag as I,
becauwe, beiu;_r, 33 he jg, g, confiq
Tacy of hig figureg 10 suppoe
[\ thag Bg,, al Coal haq he o
Compe B2 with g; g
[ Gold Fig) + he Would j sunply] m
to Supply 200,000 s of
Yeéred ip Tadrag at Ry, 13 per ¢ . W
Rented R g4 the rgjj frajopt I
Wauld giy, Re, 374 Dstead of Rs, 63
ecre ¥ wilfy v Oting a .
Tesant, tuotm T sy
taing jg 1 ‘Clugl Cost fo,
168 a6 the p Id\wbich oa
trad alngg's S Per top
le beiny Rs, J9 Per t a :
thi Effscp o Your jggyq
WMaining uuoba”enged\it I8 clagy,
follp z t igireg Rs
1

d
s leayj unlxkely Prob,
er 600 s being Placeq |
s With g]) defe'ence, i0fory,
Y thag h Udieq y, letter o
t h ul e learn thag |
® from p,, d Madrgq is only
F 263 mileg u henge 0es p
lp in over thay, System |
ad d freighg Tate of
Cession of the p, It
bee ade only p the
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sJan be obtained from the Traff

the following ratesawill be |

1 grentally and rarily
~coal ab owner’s xisk I

arrange- |

oreign Lines, viz i—
miles and under.

gnments; e |
#ot exceeding 500 tons, 4 pies

¢ toraer mile. ,

(1), LarZ@consignments.
1.” Quanti in excess of 500 tons bub not
excoeding 12,000 tons, 3% pies per ton pe

mile. »
9. Each additional ten in exced of 12,500
ton, 3 pies per ton per mile.
II. For distances exceedin_ 300 miles.
" (w). Sigall eonsignments.
Quantities not exceeding 500 tons, 33 pies
per tort per mile.
(b). Large consignwents.
1. Quantities in excess of 500 tons but not
ex.ceeding 12,500 tons, 3 pies per ton per
m

tons, 24 pies per ton mer mile, subject toa
minimum charges of 2§ pies per ton per mile
on the whole consignment of the period.

(¢) Long distanca rates are subject in each
cate to the proviso that the minimum
charge for the greater distance shall never
be less than the charges for a similar
quantity carried over the shorter distance.

J. LicH1¥O00T,
Offg, Manager.

Waltair,
The 1st April, 1899.

Soiled Linen Bags.
TTTED brass, semi-circular, collar and

adlock, R I‘. 8.8, Re. 9-8, Rs.10-8,
-8, \ ,\ ]

0y R t o

¥ € ' s

Manager’s Office, }

ile.
9. Each additional ton in excess of 12,600 |

o
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