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ARINE, 11TH Jouy 1899.

’ No. 641, M

//M

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

ARSI ol

Lerrer—{irom
' Ww.B. pEWINTON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Marine Department,
To A
THE SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Finance AND CoMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

B1k,

on of Colonel Smart’s letter No. 120, Marine, dated 6th February
m the Chairman,

forward, herewith, a copy of a letter fro
Chamber of (Commerce, Madras, on the subject of the quantity of kerosine oil eargo
to be allowed in vessels plying under the Native Passenger Ships Act, 1887. Iam to
gtate that, subsequent to the letter from this Government referred to above, the
Presidency Port Officer was authorized, a8 2 provisional arrangement, pending the
orders of the Government of India, to allow 100 cases or 1,000 gallons of kerosine oil

cargo to be ghipped from Madras in Native Passenger vessels. It will be seen that
the Chamber of Commerce NOW represents that these orders do not satisfy the require-
that experience has shown that

ments of either shipper, shipowner or consumer;
d in tins and cases is a safe cargo for steamers to carry ; and that

kerosine oil packe:

the limit for each vessel may, without danger, be raised to 625 cases (of 8 gallons

each) or 5,000 gallons, provided the oil 18 properly stowed.
9. Tam to request the early orders of the Government of India as to the limit

that should be fixed.

In continuatl
1899, 1 am directed to

1 have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient servant,

Secretary to Government.

(OOTACAMUND,
11th July 1899.

Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar-
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G.0., No. 640, 11th July 1899.
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JULY.

Kerosine 0il Cargo AR

Ordered that the representation from the Chamber of Commerce on the su

of the quantity of — to be allowed in vessels pl{:ng under the Native Passenger S
Act, 1887, be placed, for early orders, before t Government of India, Finance and

Commerce Deparhnent,
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No. 610, Mavixe, 11ta JuLy 1899 ¢

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From C. E. P. VaxsAGNEW, Esq., Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras,
to the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 5th July 1899.

I have the honour to address you with reference to the carriage of kerosine oil
in ships or steamers carrying native passengers

. With the discovery of petrolenm springs in Burma a regular business in kerosine
oil with India has sprung up, and regular consignments, limited to 625 cases, or
9,000 Imperial gallons, have been shipped from Kangoon to Madras in the British
India direct steamers. It was recently proposed to ship Russian oil in drums from
Madras to Rangoon, but the local authorities declined to authorize conveyance of
this oil in the Company’s steamers in view, apparently, of seetion 15 ( 1) of the Native
Passenger Ships Act, X of 1587, which is as follows :—¢ The officer authorized to
grant a certificate under this Act in respect of a ship shall not grant it unless he is
satisfied that she has not on board any cargo likely from its quality, quantity or mode
of stowage to prejudice the health or safety of the passengers.”

The Presidency Port Officer, Madras, was addressed on the 18th April 1899
by the local Agents of the British India Company, who applied for sanction for the,
steamers to carry oil, in quantities not exceeding 5,000 gallons by each steamer, from
Madras to Ranvoon, and asked him to refer the matter to Government if nec:assarv.
In a circular, dated the 31st May 1899, that officer intimated that, as a provisional
arrangement, pending orders from the Government of India on the subject, passenger
vessels would be allowed by the local Government to carry from ports in the Madras
Presidency 100 cases, or 1,000 common gallons, on the understanding that the cases
were specially stowed and separated from other cargo.

The provisional limit on this side has apparently had the effect of directing atten-
tion to the shipments from the other side, and the Chamber understands that it is now
proposed to restrict shipments from all ports in India or Burma to 100 cases. The
_objections to the carriage of kerosine oil are, in the opinion of the Chamber, ground-
less, and the authorities in Burma have interpreted the conditions in a more liberal
spirit than those on this side have been inclined to do, as they have allowed a limit
of 625 cases (of § gallons each) in shipments from Rangoon.

As regards quality and mode of stowage, experience has shown that kerosine oil
packed in tins and cases is a safe cargo for steamers to carry. Long before the new
industry sprang up in Rangoon, kerosine oil was carried between Culcutta and Rangoon,

and no accident counld have occarred or carriage would have been discontinued. In :

the Rangoon-Madras direct steamers the cases are stowed in the 'tween or orlop decks
(and sometimes even in the lower holds), but always apart from other eargo and from
passengers.

The provisional sanction accorded by the Madras Government does not satisfy
the requirements of either shipper, shipowner or importer. The freight from the
shipowner’s point of view is infinitesimal, and not worth obtaining, and from a trade
point of view the concession is practically worthless. The limit of 625 cases above
referred to has been fixed by the regulation which restricts the quantity of petroleum
allowed to be landed or shipped inside Rangoon Harbour in one hottom to 5,000
gallons. It seems to the Chamber that this limit is a perfectly safe ome, provided
the o1l is properly stowed.

I beg to enclose, for the information of the Government of Madras, copy of a
letter addressvd to the Burma Government by the Rangoon Chamber of Commerce,
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TRV, T EXCLOSURE.
{ Commerce, Rangoon, to the Secretary
Tsq , Secretary to the Cham;)::e% Tth June 1899.

From A. D. WARREX, Government of Burma,
to the the receipt of your Judicial Department No. 769/5 G.t'll,
¢ to acknowledge the to the carrying of kerosine oil in native

i ference
th its enologuwia}gmi;zn ers to the Madras coast.

lhe ﬂul]’]e ] ] :n. that it 18 & dangel()uﬂ pl‘a(}tvice tO oarlli ]a’lge qll&!ltlties Of
0 on tlo endOIse t ; i Bl‘itish Indi& Steam Navigation

The steamers O the And1 : e
kerosine ol o8 P Buc}éhst'ea::;:ger steamers have camgd gerorzéloe m?;‘l) ;o ;ﬁih 11:21;11‘ a;aiyail;
Company (Limited), and dochrepis o record of any accident having

an .
ports for xzmni years, . . 1, steamers, or to limit the quantity to 100 dm'me:in a8
to this fact it the carrying of oil by suen BarS, olly put a stop 0 chipments, and in their
Todpl;):;}l)a in the opinion 0f the; ?"r“,fv’;ﬂtzz I]?ugt,ify cuch a restriotion being imposed on the
proposed, put fo

ini ood resson ho® oy n which the
(t)fz:ll;(_)n no g : ¢ that in the Jetter from the _}?ortf Otfl’fligez,ilc'}ggfa:g:g ;:)Pois by gy s
I would also point ou taken, tho flashing point o D erous anless the flashing
resent proceedings have :e::; petrc;leum oil is not classified as dang
85° F , while, a8 you are %75
point is below 74° F. LI

1 have the honou
dated 26th ultimo, Wi

R

e, dated 11th July 1899.

Onpgr—No. 640, Mari> hamber of Commerce be placed before

Ordered that the rep
the Government of India.
[Here enter No.

resentation from the C

641, Marine, dated 11th July 1899.1]

(True Extract.)

Under Seeretary t0 Government.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

hairman,
To the %r:si dency Port Officer.

£xd. T. K. Noraysna A gungs:
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- 23-5 ﬁfj passenger vessels would

L
The @bamber of gomanexce,

MADRAS, Hth July, 1899,

Frou
¢. E P VansAGNEW, ESQ.,
QHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
MADRAS.
-
THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
MARINE DEPARTMENT,
OOTACAMUND.
SIR,

[ have the honour to address you with reference to the carriage of kerosine oil
in ships or steamers carrying native passengers. ‘

With the discovery of petroleum springs in Burma a regular business in kerosine

oil with [ndia has sprung ups and regular consignments, limited to 625 cases, OF
5,000 Imperial gallons, have been shipped from Rangoon to Madras in the British
India direct steamers. It was recently proposed to ship Russian oil in drums from
Madras to Rangoon, but the local authorities declined to authorise conveyance of
this oil in the Company's steamers in view, apparently, of Section 15 (1) of the
Native Passenger Ship's Act, X of 1887, which is as follows .__¢ The officer authorised to

rant a certificate under this Act in respect of a ship shall not grant it unless he is
satishied that she has not

on board any cargo likely from its quality, quantity or
mode of stowage to prejudice the health or safety of the passengers.” ‘

The Presidency Port Officer, Madras, was addressed on ‘the 18th April, 1899,
by the local Agents of the British India Company, Who applied for sanction for the
oil, in quantities not exceeding 5,000 gallons by cach steamer,

from Madras to Rangoon, and asked him to refer the matter to (Government if
' pecessary. In a circular, dated the 31sb May, 1899, that officer intimated that, as a
t, pending orders from the Government of India on the subject,
be allowed by the local Government to CAarTy from Ports
in the Madras Presidency 100 cases, or 1,000 common gallons, on the understand-

ing that the cases were specially stowed and separated from other cargo.

steamers to caITy

¢ on this side has apparently had the effect of directing attention
to the shipments from the other side, and the (‘hamber understands that it is now
proposed to restrict shipments from all ports in India or Burma to 100 cases.

of kerosine oil are, in the opinion of the Chamber,

The objections t0 the carriage
urma have interpreted  the conditions 1

groundless, and the authorities in B

The provisional limi
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a more liberal spirit th
an those on this sid -
dioved s Tiie of" #un 15 side have been inclined
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As regards :
quality a :
packed in tins and caies i.;da ’:;‘;‘:" r stc;wage’ My prp e g e e
industry spran : ca.rgo or steamers to carry. Lon :
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amers the cases are stowed in the ’tween or oriop decks

(and sometimes even j
n in the 1
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The provisional :
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provided the oil is properly stowed. amber that this limit is a perfoctly safe one,

I beg to enclose, for the i -
s e information of th
letter addressed to t 3 e Government of
to the Burma Government by the Rangoon Chamberl:)[:‘g:;’ copy of a
merce,

I have the honour to be
3
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

- *
" Chairman.

ENCLOSURE.

PR

The Chamber of Commerce,
RaNGoON, 7th June, 1899.

rag GOVERNMENT OF BuemaA.

ledge the receipt of your Judicial Department No. 769/5
e tlfni:skz:::'lostg'es, having reference to the carrying of kerosine oil
teamers CAITying Native passengers to the Madras coast.

:deration, and I am instructed to say that the Committee see
e bbhd f:t:}:c‘l’z:i’c:n that it is & dangerous practice to carry large quantities of
dorse the the British India Steam Navigation

" stea teamers of
rd such o075 tea.Threne:'s have carried kerosine oil to and from Indian
hich is traceable

assenger 8 ) k
angt:]lf:repis nogrecord of any accident having occurred W

To taE SECRETARY TO

8ir,—I have g
G. 11, dated 26th ultimo wit
in Native passenger ships or &

The subjec

kerosine oil on
Company, Limited,
ports for many years,
to this fact.
i imi tity to 100 cases
ibi i ] by such steamers, OT to limit the quantity ! ;
To prohibit :(‘lm' “{{e"? i:‘:gono‘of {he Committee pra}ctl?nlly put a stop to slljupmexfts, aug
i.:tﬁ:r:ir op" i::l:;o e reugn has been put forward to justify such a restriction being 1mpose
mn :
on the trade.
hich the
i i Jetter from the Porb Oﬂieer,-Gopanlpore, upon W
. wo::o;;p Po‘;: :n;:e‘:,“t;:eﬁ?eth: flashing point _of the oil referred tlo mthswil asta.:e
g;?.;u"'l’x'le “";%'u “_: aware, petroleum oil is mob classified as dangerous unless tae ing
.y 1le,

point is below 73° F.
1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) ALEX. D. WARREN,

Secrelary.
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