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. MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. E. O’CONOR, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Government of India,
Finance and Commerce Department (Statisties and Commerce—Commerce
and Trade—Merchant Shipping), to the Secretary to the Government of
Madras, Marine Department, dated Simla, 3rd June 1899, No. 2538 8.R.

The Government of India have received from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
certain correspondence, from which it appears that the Board of Trade took objection
to the constitution of the Marine Court held at Aden to enquire into the wreek of the
P. and O. 8.8. China in March 1898, on the ground that an officer of the Royal Navy
was appointed as one of the two assessors in that inquiry. The Board of Trade stated
that this appointment was not in accordance with the provisions of either the Imperial T
: or the Tndian Merchant Shipping Law, which require the appointment of two assessors .
> \ . having experience in the merehant service in any case in which an investigation

b ’ or appears likely to involve, any question as to the cancelling or suspension

involves,
of the certificate of a master, mate or engineer. The Board of Trade also entertained B .7 ;

Circulated to 3

. . some doubt whether the same objection did not apply to the appointment of an officer
<42 .~ of the Royal Indian Marine as the second assessor.

_ : 9. Tn view of the objections taken by the Board of Trade and of the fact that, as
i - A the consequence of those objections, the Board directed a new enquiry to be held in
W - - England on the wreck of the China, the Governor-General in Council has decided that
& ) SN ~ officers of the Royal Navy and of the Royal Indian Marine shall not in future be '
B B . nominated to act as assessors in any courts h
TN Merchant Shipping Act of 1883.

3. Tam to request that, under
- ' Council, this decision may be carried into

old under section 13 (1) of the Indian ¥

the orders of His Excellency the Governor in
effect for the future.
1

Copy forwarded to the Military (Marine) Department for information and com-
munication to the Director of the Royal Indian Marine.

Orper—No. 555, Marine, dated 21st June 1899.

Communicated to the Presidency Port Officer.
9. The order will be communicated to the Presidency and District Magistrates by

the Judicial Department.
(True Extract.) %

Under Secretary to Government,

bt

To the Presidenc: Port Officer. =3
Judicial epartment. :
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No. 25385.R.

)' GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
1 ‘\,-
: FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

STATISTICS aAxD CQMMERCE.
Commerce and Trade.
Merchant Shipping.

To

Tug SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or Jradtas,

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Simla, the 3rd Fune 1899. 1 g

A, Y ¢

SIR,

THE Government of India have received from Her Majesty's Secretary
of State certain correspondence, from which it appears that the Board of Trade f
took objection to the constitution of the Marine Court held at Aden to enquire :
into the wreck of the P.and O. S.S. China in March 1898, on the ground that
an officer of the Royal Navy was appointed as one of the two assessors in
that inquiry. The Board of Trade stated that this appointment was not in accord-
ance with the provisions of either the Imperial or the Indian Merchant Shipping -~
Law, which require the appointment of two assessors having experience in the mer- (" ‘Y ‘

¥

chant service in any case in which an investigation involves, or appears likely to {1 _ ._
involve, any question as to the cancelling or suspension of the_certificate of a e g 3
master, mate, or engineer. The Board of Trade also entertained some doubt NS B
whether the same objection did not apply to the appointment of an officer of :

the Royal Indian Marine as the second assessor.

2. In view of the objections taken by the Board of Trade and of the fact
that, as the consequence of those objections, the Board directed a new enquiry
to be held in England on the wreck of the China, the Governor-General in Council
has decided that officers of the Royal Navy and of the Royal Indian Marine shall
not in future be nominated to act as assessors in any Courts held under section 13
(1) of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act of 1883.

A\
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this decision mav be carried into effect for the future. <
&) .

[ have the honour to be,

W, 7
3. 1 am to request that, under the ord’ers of Meo Fux g ,/ %

)
SIR, e
. /
Your most obedient Servant, F s F e,
(‘\\ | ) | ‘ o~ : l\.‘; .
R Feand
§ Asst. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
] ! . Copry forwarded to the Military (Marine) _Departngxent for infs rmation and
j | : communication to the Director of the Royal Indian Marine.
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To

THE SECY. TO THE GOVT. OF
. -

| MARINE DEPARTMENT.
THE MILITARY (MARINE) DEPARTMENT.

No.' ZSSSS-R-
Dated Simla, the 3rd Fune 1899.

Officers of the Royal Navy and of the Royal
Indian Marine not to be nominated to actas
assessors at Courts of inquiry into cases in-
volving the cancellation or suspension of the
certificate of a master, mate, or engineer under
section 13 (1) of the Indian Merchant Shipping
Act, 1883.

G. C. Press, Simla.— No. 252 C. ¥.=—3-6-g9.—~180.
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