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Re;qd. Spare copies

G.0., No. 299, 29th March 1899.

Canal boats plying between Cocanada and Coringa.

. Stating that His Excellency the Governor in Council sces no reason to relax the
regulations as regards lights to be carried by vessels in favour of the — .
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:@,_Humx, 29t Marcr 1899, 3

has been raised to these occasional boats being licensed and paying the
ﬁﬁnk. that it is generally recognised that they have to take out a
18 Chamber of Commerce has addressed the Collector of the district on
ing compelled to carry lights and asked that they may be permitted

ed from you the lights are now considered part of the equipment

88 Lhave explained to the Collector in my letter, I have no power

“there seemed to be some misunderstanding I also esplained that

ged 0 earry an expensive set of side lights. To get from anada to

Porrect: that the boats will cross a large portion of the bay which may be

pilimits which are navigable by sea-going vessels. On the other hand they

Poeanada river to the mouth and cross the bar, a portion which is certainly

going vessels of a small tonnage, and, as a matter of fact, is occasi 1ally used by

86 small sea-going vessels, there are all the regular cargo boats now provided

#ame channel and mouth ; it is therefore necessary for these occasional boats

Swith lights after sunset. The Collector considers, however, that they may be

the early morning without providing lights as they can easily cross the area

g vessels during daylight. This, I respectfully beg to submit, is an order

be abused, as once the boatmen learn that they can be allowed to ply with-

ionally, they will doubtless try to evade the condition and slip out at night when

i'£0 see them, as it is not always eonvenient for them to gn out in the morning.

o be allowed to pass in the day time without providing themselves with lights, the
pthe lights, to form part of the equipment, will have to be altered.

R

LN R

dorsement by the Collector of Gddévari, dated 14th February 1399, on letter from
Ohairman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, dated 13th February 1899, addressed to
Lollector asking to arrange to allow boats to cross from Cocanada to Coringa during
laylight.
jrded to the Deputy Conservator of the Port. ot d Bty
Hersigned is inclined to concur with Mr. Innes in thinking it unnecessary for canal
Mﬂ merely going to Coringa to provide themselves with lights as they are not regular
$ vessels and, only go the only way by sea, because the other route is closed by want of
hey can easily make the journey by daylight.

6. W. WICKS, Esq., Port officer, Cocanada, to the Collector, Gédévari, dated 15th February
' 18”9, NO. !)QJ«JB l.

With reference to your endorsement, dated 14th February 1899, on a letter from the
@irman, Chamber of Commerce, Cocanada, I have the honour to inform you that under instruc-
ons received from the Presidency Port Officer, Madr_us, the lights preseribed in the 1-,.(;,;|_.”‘1,|‘n3
or preventing collisions at sea are to form part of the equipment of every licensed boat of the
t, and I have no power to exempt any boats from the operations of the order which in the
B¢ase of boats plying in the rivers or inland waters, has been relaxed by Government (under
otification No. 485, Marine, dated 13th June 1898), in so far that the_}: are not required to carry
the side lights prescribed for sea-going vessels (as Messrs. Innes & Co.’s letter .ﬂd«lr<\§so«1 to F.lm
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce would lead one to suppose), but a combined lantern with
""'a red glass on one side and a green glass on the other, and which can be made in the local bazaar
" of an approved pattern at a very moderate cost. : | : :
9. T am afraid that this is not the only respect in which Messrs. Inn:es & Co.’s letter is
rather misleading, as in his letter to you, the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce requests
“that boats may be permitted to cross during daylight, evidently thinking that the trip can be
made with case in daylight, and that lamps are therefore unnecessary. If it were possible that
the passage could be made at all states of wind and tide during daylight, and that the boats
" would never ply after sunset, then I would agree with the Chairman, but T know that this cannot
be accomplished excepting under very exceptionally favourable conditions of wind and tide, and
$hat in the great majority of cases it takes a ladem boat at least two tides (and sometimes more)
"to make the passage anywhere between Cocanada and the canals and villages along the Coringa
‘river as far as Neelapilly and Yanam. As a matter of fact the boats I»‘I}' a8 h“?‘l‘l‘»'u‘ﬂ‘v_' by night
as they do daring daylight, and they may be seen either in the (,:ncana,«lg or Coringa rivers
sailine whenever the wind and tide permit them both by day and night, or else will be found
lyingnat anchor in the fairway channel. . 3
3. A large number of these occasional boats have gllma,dy provided themselves with lanterns,
and I submit that it would be nnfair to these b:)ats which h;}.ve. gone to the necessary expense,
%o relax the rule in the case of a similar class of boats now wishing to be exempted, besides being
a danger to themselves and other boats.
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