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jo. 209, 10th February 1899.

FEBRUARY.

Type-writing Machines.

- Agreeing with the viows of the Superintendent of Stationery as regards the periodieal
nspection and repair of — ; transferring fo the Kducational Department his proposal to increase
the saverity of the type-writing tests; admitting up to the date of the receipt of these proceedings
the charges incurred by the Board of Revenue, Separate Revenue, for the employment of a

rie to repair its machines ; and informing the Manae¢ing Director of the India Trading
1y (Limited) that the rules do not permit of local purchase of machines.
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ORMEROD, FEsq., General Managing Director, the India Trading
a imited), to the Chicf Seerctary to Government, dated Madras,
December 1898, No. 1792.

ce to my conversation with you the other day about the ¢ Reming-
ter, I have seen the Superintendent of Stationery, who tells me that an
already been submitted for cxecution by the India Office. Uuless I am
mistaken, the cost of machines imported in this way will be found to exceed
(Rs. 350) that we are preparcd to charge Government for the No. 7 machine:
aps you will kindly look into this matter.

other point algo that I would dwell upon is that, my Company only requires
encouragement from Government to induce it to make all requisite arrange-
ents for the opening of a well-equipped workshop for the repair of machines that
v be disabled by accident, &c., and to maintain a reserve stock of ¢ parts,”’ so that

-out machines may be renovated at comparatively small cost.

Only a short time ago I myself put in thorough working order, at a cost of
, a No. 5 machine that had been discarded, after several years of very hard
‘as worn out. It is now working excellently.

i

‘rom J. N. ATKINSON, Esq., 1.C.8., Superintendent of Stationery, to the Chief
~ Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 11th January 1899, Dis. No. 76.

' have the honour to return herewith the two files referred to me for remarks
No. 5, dated 2nd January 1899. Three questions are involved. I propose to
h them separately.

AT | to Mr. Ormerod’s statement that there appears to be an impression
~writers can be obtained through the India Office at lower prices than are
~ current in Madras, I may say that I am not aware of any such impression nor am [
t opinion. I am not in a position yet to say what the cost of a Remington
ed from the Director-General of Stores, India Office, is, but I should be sur-
£ | if after allowing for exchange, freight, and percentages, it did not fully amount
to Rs. 350. I think it is very probable that several articles which are obtained
through the India Office could be purchased locally at cheaper rates and at the saving

of much time, but this would no doubt be opposed by the Home authorities,

. 8. In regard to the question of the local Remington agency opening a workshop

~ for the repair of machines and maintaining a reserve stock of ¢ parts ”, I should like

" to inquire what is eomprised in the little encouragement by Government” to

" which Mr. Ormerod refers. . It would be a convenience to have such a workshop at

_hand, but I would not recommend a promise of any definite amount of work being

© given to it, for type-writing in this Presidency is still in its infancy and the machines
now under supply, if properly attended to and carefully used, should not require any
repairs for a long time. This office can obtain and maintain a reserve of spare
¢ parts,” should the Government so direct.

4. During last year this office arranged for the repair of six machines only.
They had all been in use for some time. Two were repaired by the Bombay Typé-
writing Company, one by a Mr. D’Cunha, two by Messrs. Addison & Co., and one by
the Superintendent, Public Works Workshops. The two first agencies are not now
available, but there is a Mr. Zuzuart here who undertakes such work for several local
mercantile firms. I would suggest that Mr. Ormerod be informed that the number
of Remingtons in use in Government offices in Madras will no doubt steadily increase
and in the natural course of events they will some day require repairs which the
Government will have exccuted by the best and cheapest agency then available.

5. The third question referred {o me is that of the periodical inspection and
repair of machines at the Presidency town. I submit that a periodieal examination
by a mechanic, who is to be paid o much. per mensem per machine for cleaning and
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(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
COhief Secretary.

ndent of Stationery.
!mm of Revenue (Separate Revenue).
¢ ﬁmmm’m:t-(ionzml
: ter-General.
of the Secretariat.
ms Director of the India Trading
Company (Limited), Madras.
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A, F. Eocleston.
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