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2 No. 1343, Juprcrar, 23rp Aveust 1899. ' .

QOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. e

Reap—the following paper :—

From H. LUSON, Esq., Deputy Seeretary to the Government of India, Home o B
Department (Judicial), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, 1 b

dated Simla, 11th August 1859, No. 1118-A. UL “ *“m ; .
Tn continuation of my letter No. 875, dated the 16th June last, upon the subject 5 e 8

of the application of certain provisions of the Indiam Petroleum Act, 1899, to carbide
of caleium, I am directed to say that the draft Notification No. 809 (Judicial), . o
published by thig department on the 2nd June last, has been taken into consideration “z.:l i
by the Governor-Greneral in Couneil, and that no sufficient reason has been found for S
altering it in any, respect. The notification, of which the draft was previously 4
published as above, has accordingly this g
day been finally issued.* '
; 2. T am to request that the draft rules for the importation, transport and posses-
sion of carbide of calcium in the Madras Presidency, which the Government of

3 Madras were asked for in my letter of the 16th June last, may be submitted as soon
as possible. .

3. I amalso to say that the question of fees for licenses for the importation
tfansport and possession of carbide of caleium should now be considered. The fee iI;
England for a license to keep this substance is understood to be five shillings for a
period of one year. 'I‘h.e Government of India are accordingly of opinion that a fee of
Rs. & per annum for a license to cover the importation, transport and possession of an
quantity of carbide of calcium will be sufficient for this eountry, and I am to reques{
that, unless the Governor in Council sees any objection, the levy of a fee at this rate
may be prescribed in the rules to be made by the Government of Madras.

4, It has been brought to the notice of the Government of Indi it 1
dangerous to allow carbide of calcium to be kept in cases of very large sizz 1;11118;;.; itaxl;
to suggest that the rules to be made under section 9 of the Act should pr’ovide that
not more than 1% ewts. of the substance should be imported, transported or possessed
in one cylinder or vessel.

* Copy enclosed.

ExNcLosURE.

Drarr Notification of the Government of India, Home Department (Judi D ot g
11th August 1899, No. 1118? (Judicial), dated Simla,

Tn exercise of the powers conferred by section 22 of the Indian Petroleum Act, 1899 (VIII :
of 1899), the }g-(?(eneml in Council is ({)leased to apply to carbide of calcium the provi- =
’ e "IO, 12 to 18, 23 and 24 of the said Aet and to fix 5 1bs. as the limit
__=xhof calcium which, under section & of the said Act, as applied by this
AR e imported, transported, or kept without a license, and to fix & lbs. as the
of the quantity of carbide of calcium which, under section 6 of the said Act, may be :
ransported, or kept by any one person, or on the same premises, without a license. } 3

e

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8 of the said Act the Governor-General in S 8
Council is further pleased to make the following rules :— :
1. Carbide of caleium kept or transported without.a license, under section 6 of the said
Act, as applied by this notification, shall be kept in separate substantial hermetically-closed
wetal vessels containing not more than 1 Ib. each.

\‘ « B NP AP T

P

# No. 1343, JUDICIAL 93gp Aveusr 1899.

4 i . 1 s imported or is kept ab any place after seven days from
2. Cg.rbqie Ofr::éfézmosa() b;vbzlﬁiﬁsis tgansported, or l()-c) which is sold or exposed for sale,
fhis date of L5, ?&P'(:; hermética y-closed metal vessels, having attached thereto labels in conspi-
shall be cont® 1»,1 ting the description of the carbide of calcium with j;he addition of the words
cuous characters sta o gt dry and liable, if brought into contact with moisture, o g1ve off a highly
Vi p e andpwith the addition, (d) in the case of a vessel kept, of the name and address
it g owner; (e) in the case of a vessel transported, of the name and address of the
Ofntclllgr?malzgx(l?; ;)x: the easo of a vessel sold or exposed for sale, of the name and address of the
80 ;
endor. ;
% (Signed)  A. H. L. FRASER, '
0ffy. Secretary to the Government of India.

prs

Orprr—No. 1343, J udicial, dated 23rd August 1899.
The notification will be republished in the Fort St. George Gazette in English

and in the several vernaculars. : -

9. Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of the Government of India letter will be communi-
cated to the Committee appointed by G.0.; No. 1108, Judicial, dated 12th July 1899,
with the request that the suggestions therein eo_ntamed may be embodied 1n the draft
rules for the importation, transport and possession of carbide of calcium and that the

draft may be submitted to Government at a very early date.

(True Extract.) » ’
& # (%\/ e Q)‘n* »

tor Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras.
all District Magistrates.

the Revenue Department.

, the Marine Department.

,, the Local and Municipal Department.

Gazette,

»
’

Exd. A. . Eccleston.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Reap—again the following paper : —
- G.0., No. 922, Judicial, dated 14th June 1899

Reap—also the following paper :—

From the Governm
n -
No. 875, ent of India, Home Department, dated 16th June 1899

)

——

Orozr—No. 1108, Judicial, dated 12th July 1899

The Government of Indi j

Act, 1899, will b Andia hav1_ng notified that the provisions of th
Act, 1809, will be applied to cabid of calotum, Mis Excelony (e Evamor 16
able that a committee should be formed to consider Wh‘at;1 0;’ n
should be tak steps
The Collector of Sea Customs, that substan‘:BeeiIi] tghge%ulgte the trade in
Th& aId’reeudent of the Municipal Commission, 1 therefore resolvés’a t?s Presidency.

Madras.

The Commissioner of Police officers noted in the mar gL
The Chemical Examiner. : themselves into a comm(ittg lfl tq form
Collector of Sea Cust ee, with the
Stoms, Madras, as

An officer of the Publie Works Depart
. t 1
(to be appointed by the Chief En imer). | President, and to i
gineer). Savddy ,e il datzubﬁiatf% G(f)v?lrlnment,
) of the rules

. ; ) which sh
importation, transport and possession of carbide of csalgiltlllr(ril oy Tlﬁzdre 'lto regdlﬂate sy
: allway administra-

tions concerned and the local firms i i

- A 2 interested in the matt

re:t rqigfes;]‘:n tvl‘:hether the importation of this substance sii) Sﬁf uld.be sonsulted, and
: o the port of Madras should receive special attentlilon Siatkie oty

2. A copy of a memorandu ridwanii
Inspect ) . m containing instructions i .
o (Sum?rtg;e]z}fgisli‘trﬁsafor dealing with applications for 13223?38 :?y kHer Majesty’s
e e e copy of a paper regarding the regulati of eep carbide of

ew York, will be furnished for the informationoﬁ? ti)lr e fiade, 1a
€ committee.

(True Extract.)

G. S’leKES,
Chigf Secretary.

To the Collector of Sea Customs.
»  Revenue Department.
»  Public Works Department.
” II_:ubllm Department.
W ocal and Municipal D
3 ghen:iical Examingr. ey
» resident, Municipal C issi
»  Commissioner of ll')olice,o ﬁ?di‘ﬁn, Hadie

v elloniiee &/‘ZA

Exd. W. D'Moss.

(

e

CARBIDE OF CALCIUM.

MEMORANDUM.

With a view o assisting local authorities in dealing with applications for
rbide of calcium, the following observations as to the character and
ping have been drawn up :—

licenses to keep car .
| prevention of the risks attaching to such kee
id substance, which, while not itself inflammable,

(1) Carbide of caleium is a sol . .
evolves, when brought into contact with moisture, a gas (acetylene)

which is of a highly inflammable character.
(2) This gas when mixed with air or when ander even slight compression

becomes powerfully explosive.

(8) Carbide of calcium, unless carefully manuf :
hich, when the carbide 1s acted on by

is liable to contain impurities which,
drogen, gases Wwhich,

water, evolve phosphoretted or siliciuretted hy
when evolved 1n appreciable quantities, would render the acetylene
ignition.

produced liable to spontaneous 1
(4) In addition to the risks indicated above, acetylene gas is capable of forming
an explosive compound when brought into contact with copper.

(5) The character of the apparatus to be used in (}onne.eti.on.with the produe-
tion of acetylene gas from carbide of calcium 18 intimately connected
with the question of safety ; for example, grave risk may arise from the

heat developed by a too rapid conversion of the carbide into acetylene

gas ; or from the apparatus permitting r leakage of gas which 1s

ting escape O
being formed, or not allowing a free passage of the gas from the gene-
rator into the holder and so causing excess 0

f pressure in the generator
or other part of the apparatus.

(6) Risk might also arise if proper provision

the residue of the carbide of calcium whi
acetylene gas (viz., lime), as such residu
ealeium which has escaped decomposition.

It will therefore be obvious that local authorities, in granting licenses for carbide

of caleium, should have regard to the foregoing risks, and with that view should x.nake

provision for:—
(a) the exclusive use of hermetically-closed packages for the keeping and

conveying of carbide of caleinm ; *

(b) the adequate ventilation of the place where

present ; »

(¢) the prohibition of any powerful compression of the gas produced in
apparatus or receptacles employed ;

(d) the keeping and use of commercially pur
the establishment of efficient arrangement
of the carbide;

(e) the exclusion of copper

were not made for dealing with
hich has been used for making
¢ might contain carbide of

the carbide .of calcium is

the

o carbide of calcium only and
s for the sampling and testing

from all vessels or apparatus used with or for

carbide of calcium and the gas produced therefrom ;
f an apparatus which the local authorities have satisfied

themselves, under competent advice, is of a safe and suitable character,
and the prohibition of the employment for the manipulation of such
apparatus of any person other than a properly instructed and capable

operator ;

(f) the use only o

« The 9th section of the Petroleam Act specifics among the conditions, which may be included in a license urder that
district of the licensing authority.

Act, the mode of carrying within the



(9) the safe disposal of the residue and the probibition of its introduction int7%
Bv(:wtzrs’ cess-pools, etc., unless mixed with at least ten times its bulk of
ater. :

It will, in all cases, be for the local authority very carcfully to d :
whether the premises proposed to be licensed are themselv:z suitable fyor :he;tz:r;oi e
regard being had to the formidable consequences (from fire or explosion) which mi ht
result from tl(xie c:ﬂ'eless or imperfect observance of any of the imposed eonditio%m
especially in dwe ings or in places or premises where lar numbers of s
Jiable to assemble. 57 ol 2oy
Home OFFICE, (Signed)  VIVIAN DERING MAJENDIE, Col.,
The 1st March 1897. :

Regulations for the Tyade in Caleium Carbide in New York.

A despatch, dated 16th December 1898, has been received at the Foreign Office
from Her Majesty’s (Consul-General at New York, transmitting a newspaper extract
showing the steps which have been tuken to regulate the trade in calcium carbide in
that city. This substance, from which acetylene gas is made, has only recently been
introduced, but now is stored in many sporting-goods and bicycle stores and also in
some large dry-goods houscs, <ince the coming of the gas bicycle-lamp. The acety-
Jene gas is generated by the contact of water with the carbide. In case of a ﬁze
in a store. containing a quantity of the carbide, the water thrown by the firemen would
quickly generate gas and cause an explosion.

According to the new rules, all ealcium ecarbide in transit throug i

on storage must be enclosed in hermetically-sealed iron reee}nt;gﬂagll Exllaedmt{a?rﬁd
murked ¢ caleium carbide, dangerous if not kept dry.” No single ,packagg mus}t';
excoed 100 pounds. As to the sale of the carbide, not more than twenty pounds

either in bulk or in cartridges, can be stored or kept in any building used );'orl-)dwell:
ing opmercantile purposes, and this amount can ouly be kept on a permit obtained
front the Fire Department. This permit will provide that all quantities in excess of
two pounds ghall be in tight, metal ‘packages, and kept elevated at least six inches from
the floot, in a fire-proof safe located above the street grade. The manufacture, trans-
portation, storage, sale or use of liquefied acetylene is absolutely prohibited within the
Jimits of greater New York. Provisicns are made for the storage of calcium carbide

in sealed receptacles in quantities not exceeding 100 pounds in isolated buildings

of fire-proof construction, and the storage must be with a permit from the Fire k!

Department, and the entire quantity stored not exceed 500 pounds in the aggregate.

N

Hor Mujesly's Inepector of Baplosives: %5
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Oarbido of Oa.lmum. _

- Directin ﬁmrepnbhoahan in the Fort St Gwrge Gasette in English and in the soveral
vernaculars of the notification finally issued by the Government of India on the subject of the
~application of certain provisions of the Indian Petroleum Act, 1899, to —; and communicating,
with remarks, to the Committee appointed by G.O., No. 1108, -Tudioial, dated 12th Jnly 1899,
certain paragraphl of the Govemment of Ind.m letter on the subject.




No. 1343, Juprenar, 23&p Aveust 1899.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
Reap—the following paper :—

Department (Judici
Tatod Si udicial), to the Chi
Simla, 11th August 1899,1‘13‘50?9{{??“; i bl iy kit

* Copy enclosed. eat;)(ilnl;lizlfmghggh l::he draft was previously
day been ﬂnal'llyoi;’:l’, ::fui accordingly this

sion of carbide of calei : fo .
¢ r th i
Madras were asked for ;:I?xlyllietttl;g hgaflf as P m?dzrzg;ft!:tﬁpht!;?sport g possesi
0 el ) 1c e (Government 0

that, unless the g 3 i
Governor in Council gees tent for this country, and I am to request

may be preseribed in th, an
e rules to be made b}’ objection, the ] ;
Y the Governme evy of a fee at this rate
nt of Madras.

Excrosurg,

Drarr Notification
on of the Goverlnment of India, Home )
. 11th Auguet 189, No. 11157 ont (Tudicial), dated Simls,

In exercise of th
of 1899), the Govemeorw Gw ers conferred by section 22
» -General in Counail is pleased of the Indian Pet
(f’ to a roleum Aot, 1899 (VIII

sions of sections 5, 6, 8 t
: 1 p i
of the quantity of ‘esrbide of ‘saleinm which. maccs Soile il doyurbido of caleiumthe provic
notification, may not be impo mglu::a::%c?t’ :]mder section  of ti: n:l(iidtz fix 5 lbs. as thep limit
) orted, or kept without a lj ot, as applied by this
X

limit of the : .
quantity of earbid h
transported ide of caleium whi Jeense, and
» or kept by any one person, or on the samOb,e l;l;gxgxris:zm:voiltlhﬁ of the tom:d’ﬁxﬁoif. i:?ytg:
: out a license,

In exercise of the
n powers conf i
Odtiell. 1 furblien plaased £ maks tﬁ:r;;i] lgii:e;t;ﬁ? essg the said Act the Governor-General in

1. Carbide of calei
Act, as applied by thi cium kept or transported with, :
» y_ this notificatio thout a license, und :
metal vessels containing not more t!llx,anshlalllb. :mkhept In separate lubstnntule'r laotlhemon itz’i«mllof ;h o

* o the Colle

B 1~ T

e e

No. 1343, JUDICIAL, 23gp Aveust 1899.
A e

9. Carbide of calcium (a) which is im ported or is kept at any place after seven days from
the date of its importation, or (b) which is transported, or (_c) which is sold or exposed for sale
shall be contained in hermetically-closed metal vessels, having attached thereto labels in conspi-’
cuous characters stating the description ¢ ide of calcium with the addition of the words
« Dangerous if not kept dry and ha_ble, if bropght into contact with moisture, to give off a highly
d with the addition, (@) in the case of a vessel kept, of the name and address

£ a vessel transported, of the name and address of the

i ble gas "’ an
inflammable g S () in the case o
le, of the name and address of the

gzntclll:r(:o:igl(l;; in the case of & vessel sold or exposed for sa
vendor.
(Signed)  A. H. L. FRASER,
Offg. Secretary to the Government of India.

— —

93rd August 1899.

OrpER—NO- 1343, Judicial, dated
The notification will be republished in the Fort St. George Gazette in English
and in the ceveral vernaculars.

9, Paragraphs 9. 3 and 4 of the Gover ia
g ol No. 1108, Judicial, dated 12th July 1899,

mmittee appointed by G.O., )
with the request that the suggestions therein cqntamed may be embodied in the draft
rules for the importation, transport and possession of carbide of calcium and that the
draft may be gubmitted to Government at a very early date.

nment of India letter will be communi-

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
Chief Secretary.

otor of Sea Customs, Madras.

,, all Districh Magistrates-
,, the Revenue Department.

,, the Marine Department.
,: the Local and Municipal Department.

Guetbeo

f£xd. A. F. Ecclaston-
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper : —
G.0., No. 922, Judicial, dated 14th June 1899.

- Reap—also the following paper :—

From the Government of India, Home Department, dated 16th June 1899,
No. 875. "

Orprr—No. 1108, Judicial, dated 12th July 1899.

The Government of India having notified that the provisions of the Petroleum
Act, 1899, will be applied to carbide of calcium, His Excellency the Governor in
Council considers it desirable that a committee should be formed to consider what steps

should be taken to regulate the trade in
The Collector of Sea Customs. that substance in the Madras Presidency.
The President of the Municipal Commission, e therefore resolves to request the
Madras. officers mnoted in. the margin to form
%he 8§mmissli%mr of Police. gxerlnselves into a eommittee, with the
he Chemical Examiner.
An offce of tho Publio Works Dopartiment  rogidont o e gy L ladras, as
(to be appointed by the Chief Engineer). at a very early date, a draft of, the rules
which should be made to regulate the
importation, transport and possession of carbide of calcium. The railway administra-
tions concerned and the local firms interested in the matter should be consulted, and
the question whether the importation of this substance should not for the present be
restricted to the port of Madras should receive special attention.

2. A copy of a memorandum containing instructions issued by Her Majesty’s
Inspector of Explosives for dealing with applications for licenses to keep carbide of
calcium, together with a copy of a paper regarding the regulations for the trade in
that substance in New York, will be furnished for the information of the committee.

(True Extract.)

G. STOKES,
. Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Sea Customs.
»  Revenue Department.
» Public Works Department.
»  Public Department.
» Local and Municipal Department.
»  Chemical Kxaminer.
s  President, Municipal Commission, Madras.
yy Commissioner of Police, Madras.

Exd. W. D'Moss.

—————— - — g — e ——

CARBIDE OF CALCIUM.

MEeMoRANDUM.

With a view to assisting local authorities in dealing with applications for
licenses to keep carbide of calcium, the following observations as to the character and
prevention of the risks attaching to such keeping have been drawn up :—

(1) Carbide of calcium is a solid substance, which, while not itself inﬂammable,
evolves, when brought into contact with moisture, a gas (acetylene)
which is of a highly inflammable character.

(2) This gas when mixed with air or when under even slight compression
becomes powerfully explosive.

(3) Carbide of calcium, unless carefully manufactured from suitable materials,
is liable to contain impurities which, when the carbide is acted on by
water, evolve phosphoretted or siliciuretted hydrogen, gases which,

when evolved in appreciable quantities, would render the acetylene
produced liable to spontaneous ignition.

(4) In addition to the risks indicated above, acetylene gas is capable of forming
an explosive compound when brought into contact with copper.

(5) The character of the apparatus to be used in connection with the produc-
tion of acetylene gas from carbide of calcium is intimately connected
with the question of safety ; for example, grave risk may arise from the
keat developed by a too rapid conversion of the carbide into acetylene
gas ; or from the apparatus permitting escape or leakage of gas which is
being formed, or not allowing a free passage of the gas from the gene-
rator into the holder and so causing excess of pressure in the generator
or other part of the apparatus.

(6) Risk might also arise if proper provision were not made for dealing with
the residue of the carbide of calcium which has been used for making
acetylene gas (viz., lime), as such residue might contain carbide of
caleium which has escaped decomposition.

It will therefore be obvious that local authorities, in granting licenses for carbide
of caleium, should have regard to the foregoing risks, and with that view should make
provision for : —

(a) the exclusive use of hermetically-closed packages for the keeping and
conveying of carbide of caleium ; *

(0) the adequate ventilation of the place where the carbide of calcium is

resent ; )

(e) thg prohibition of any powerful compression of the gas produced in the
apparatus or reccptacles employed ;

(d) the keeping and use of commercially pure carbide of ealcium only and
the establishment of efficient arrangements for the sampling and testing
of the carbide ;

(¢) the exclusion of copper from all vessels or apparatus used with or for

"7 carbide of calcium and the gas produced therefrom;

(/) the use only of an apparatus which the local authorities have satisfied
themselves, under competent advice, is of a safe and s_ultabl.e character,
and the prohibition of the employment for the manipulation of such
apparatus of any person other than a properly instructed and capable

operator

— —

« T'he 9th section of the Petrolenm Act specifics among the condivions, which may be included in & license uider tha
Aet, the mode of carrying within the district of the licensing authority,

T



2

(9) the safe disposal of the residue and the prohibition of its introduction into

sewers, cess-pools, etc., unless mixed with at least ten times its bulk of -
water,

It will, in all cases, be for the local authority very carefully to determine
whether the premises proposed to be licensed are themselves suitable for the purpose,
regard being had to the formidable consequences (from fire or explosion) which might
result from the careless or imperfect observance of any of the imposed conditions,
especially in dwellings or in places or premises where large numbers of persons are
liable to assemble.

Houe OFFICE, (Signed)  VIVIAN DERING MAJENDIE, Col., ,
The 1s¢t March 1897. Her Mujesty’s Inspector of Ezplosives.

Regulations for the Trade in Calcium Carbide in New York. , ‘U
A despatch, dated 16th December 1898, has been received at the Foreign Office :
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at New York, transmitting a newspaper extract t

showing the steps which have been tuken to regulate the trade in calcium carbide in AN
that city. This substance, from which acetylene gas is made, has only recently been \
introduced, but now is stored in many sporting-goods and bicyele stores and also in

some large dry-goods houses, sinee the coming of the gas bicyele-lamp. The acety-

lene gas is generated by the contact of water with the carbide. In case of a fire

in a store containing a quantity of the carbide, the water thrown by the firemen would B |
quickly generate gas and cause an explosion.

Aceording to the new rules, all calcium carbide in transit through the city and
on storage must be enclosed in hermetically-sealed iron receptacles, and plainly
murked  caleium carbide, dangerous if not kept dry.” No single package must
exceed 100 pounds. As to the sale of the carbide, not more than twenty pounds,
either in bulk or in cartridges, can be stored or kept in any building used for dwell-
ing or mercantile purposes, and this amount can only be kept on a permit obtained
from the Fire Department. This permit will provide that all quantities in excess of
two pounds shall be in tight, metal packages, and kept elevated nt least six inches from N
the floor, in a fire-proof safe located above the street grade. The manufacture, trans- 1t
portation, storage, sale or use of liquefied acetylene is absolutely prohibited within the
limits of greater New York. Provisions are made for the storage of calcium carbide (
in sealed receptacles in quantities not exceeding 100 pounds in isolated buildings L Ll
of fire-proof construction, and the storage must be with a permit from the Fire ;!
Department, and the entire quantity stored not exceed 500 pounds in the aggregate.
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g local aube S in dealing with applications for
tho follow.._ observations as o the character and
keeping have been drawn up :—

ance, which, while not itself inflammable,

(1) Carbide of calcium is 8 solid subst : '

evolves, when brought into contact with moisture, a gas (acetylene)
which is of a highly inflammable character.

(2) This gas when mixed with air or when under even slight compression

becomes powerfully explosive.

(3) Carbide of calcium, unless carefully manufactured from suitable materials,
is liable to contain impurities which, when the carbide is acted on by
water, evolve phosphoretted or s11191}1retted hydrogen, gases which,
when evolved 1n appreciable gui{n?ltles; would render the acetylene
produced liable to spontaneous ignition.

acetylene gas s capable of forming

(4) In addition to the risks indicated above, @ .
an explosive compound when brought into contact with copper.

(56) The character of the apparatus to be used in (?Ollne.ctl.OIl'With the produe-
tion of acetylene gas from carbide of calcium 18 intimately connected
with the question of safety ; for example, grave risk mEy 4780 lsem. 1og

heat developed by a too rapid conversion of the carbide into acetylene

gas ; or from the apparatus permitting escape or leakage of gas which is
being formed, or not allowing @ free passage of the gas from the gene-
rator into the holder and so f pressure in the generator

causing excess 0

or other part of the apparatus. : |
(6) Risk might also arise if proper provision were not made for dealing with
the residue of the carbide of caleium Wh}ch has. been used: for mpkmg
acetylene gas (viz.y lime), a8 such yesuiue might contain carbide of

caleium which has escaped decomposition-
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(9) the safe disposal of the residue and the prohibition of its introduction into

sewers, cess-pools, efe., unless mixed with at least ten times its bulk of
water.

It will, in all cases, be for the local authority very carefully to determine
whether the premises proposed to be licensed are themselves suitable for the purpose,
regard being had to the formidable consequences (from fire or explosion) which might
result from the careless or imperfect observance of any of the imposed conditions,

especially in dwellings or in places or premises where large numbers of persons are
liable to assemble.

Houe OFFICE, (Signed) VIVIAN DERING MAJENDIE, Col,,
The 1s¢t March 1897. Her Majesty’s Inspeclor of Ezplosives.

Requlations for the Trade in Calcium Carbide in New York.

A despatch, dated 16th December 1898, has been received at the Foreign Office
from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at New York, transmitting a newspaper extract
showing the steps which have been taken to regulate the trade in calcium carbide in
that city. This substance, from which acetylene gas is made, has only recently been
introduced, but now is stored in many sporting-goods and bicycle stores and also in
some large dry-goods houses, since the coming of the gas bicycle-lamp. The acety-
lene gas is generated by the contact of water with the carbide. In case of a fire

in a store containing a quantity of the carbide, the water thrown by the firemen would
quickly generate gas and cause an explosion.

According to the new rules, all caleium ecarbide in transit through the city and
on storage must be enclosed in hermetically-sealed iron receptacles, and plainly
murked “ caleium carbide, dangerous if not kept dry.” No single package must
exceed 100 pounds. As to the sale of the carbide, not more than twenty pounds
either in bulk or in cartridges, can be stored or kept in any building used for dwell.
ing or mercantile purposes, and this amount can ouly be kept on a permit obtaineq
from the Fire Department. This permit will provide that all quantities in excess of
two pounds shall be in tight, metal packages, and kept elevated at least six inches from
the floor, in a fire-proof safe locdted above the street grade. The manufucture, trans-
portation, storage, sale or use of liquefied acetylene is absolutely prohibited within the
limits of greater New York. Provisions are made for the storage of calcium earbide
in sealed receptacles in quantities not exceeding 100 pounds in isolated buildings
of fire-proof construction, and the storage must be with a permit from the Fire
Department, and the entire quantity stored not exceed 500 pounds in the aggregate.
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