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Commander, H. A Street, R. I M.,
Presidency Port Officer,

Madras.
Through,
The Port Officer,

Calicut.

ResPEOTED SIR, i
With due deference and humble submission I beg to submit the following
facts for your benevolent consideration. Oun the 1st November 1865 when I joined

the Madras Railway as an under guard my actual age was 18 years 7 months and 13
days my birth day being on the 17th March 1847,

A few months after my joining the Railway and while on one occasion T was
in charge of a mixed train working between Podanore and Beypore, I was told that
there was an order received from the Head Office, Madras, to ascertain anidyreport
my age for registration, I was about starting my train when my Divisional Officer’s
Head Clerk D’Mello called me in the office and asked me what my age was I replied
that I could not tell my exact age without reference to my age certificate kept in my
father’s note book but that I knew I was horn on a 17th March, but did not remember
the year. I was at the time looking big and robust. Before the conversation ended the
Stationmaster rang the bell I stepped out of the office started my train and went away

The return of my age being urgently wanted in Madras, the office filled up the
statement and sent it away immediately without again consulting me, When I sub-
sequently produced my age certificate which shewed I was born on the 17th March
1847 at 5- 40 A. . the Head clerk was very sorry and told me it was tao late to alter
the return as it had already been despatched wrongly entering the date of birth as
17th December 1843. 1 immediately went and represented the fact producing the
certificate to my then superior R. Dixon Carter Hsq. the Assistant Traffic Manager.
The Head writer then took the certificate from me and said that the error would he
rectified.

A short time afterwards I was asked to sign and return certain articles of ag-
reement binds myself to the rules and regulations of the. Railway Company. InitI
observed my age had been entered wrongly as before, T asked the writer and he said
that, it was too late to alter it and that I needn’t be so particular about it as a few
year difference would not cause any loss. Not knowing better at the time and
through ignorance I did not care to insist upon correction of the error committed by
the Head Writer. The certificate which I entrusted to him was he said mislaid.

I served in the Madras Railway Company 12 years in different capagities. I
resigned the service of my own accord in the month of August 1877 with a good
eharacter certificate. I joined the Marine Department in the month of November in
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the same year and I simply gave my age as regisieérad in the Railwa
ixiethe service book of the Marine Office at Caly

¥ to be inserted
cut when required to do gg.
Mr. R. Dixon Carter, the Assistant Traffi

¢ Manager referred to is now in the
Southern Mahratta Railway. 1 would beg that ke way be referred to if necessary as
boul.] correctness of my statements. 1 i 5 long time ago that matteyg occurred as
- t:; ented but it is just possible that My, Carter, may b able to recall them to his
repr
mind.

behalf and humbly beg you .will be gra
necessary to alter the entry in the servi
For which act of kindness I shall in

and best consider
to take sucl, step
J age fo the [7th
I my ferveng pray

ation on my
S as may be
March 1847.
er to heaven.

clously pleased
ce register of
uty bound offe

I beg to rémain,
Respected Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Beyeore Port OFFIOE,}
423 5 Angust 1897.
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