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Side lights for open boats

Papers relating to the applicability of the regulations as regards carrying side
lights to open boats of 20 tons and upwards, referred to the Advocate-General for

favour of opinion.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

MARINE DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following papers :—

From G. W. DAN CE, Es
3 q., Collector of Malab
ment, Marine Department. d. ar, to the Secretary to .
Sobich Dol No.Pl 36 GTI()TD.ated Ohandanathode, 24th Degem%e? 0]‘.7351'17
)

I have the honour to enclose g iti
ZlM:an]ees” trading to Calicut, They usggpt{) 1;,: r: i fronq she Marakans of
aéngelbn hﬁvmg a green glass on one side and a red one on th |
of G.0., No. 60, Marine, dated 13th February 1880). fover (Article 104)

" Rs. 43-8-0 a pair.

2. “The vessels in question,” T quote from a lett

:?dtehel iPII']izxdency Port Officer, *“ which have heen direc:;d (t);f) ;l:-gv?;l mﬂt Port offiver
i nothriti:ﬁe ovexl- %O tons, })ut they are open boats and theip owz e selves with
o iy fvesse s but British qumn vessels and therefore dq nnters contend the
1897gu ()101115 or preventing col.hslons at sea’ which came into f ron - ander the
ol n looking at the regulations received at this office on 27¢h zre? on st July

oard of Trade, Marine Department, December 1896, throuch pril 1897, from
Officer, I see !Jy the order of 27th November 1896 printed just befor l;esldency Port
that the Admiralty and Board of Trade suggest their being made g ?' e regulations
ships and boats and as the order of the Government of Madras NOP%(I)cable to British
:‘11111%1-5; 18_80}; afltlﬁle };({; whllc_:h says open fishing boats and other ope‘x)zf l}ogattl; F}?b-

er weigh shall no i i b
ok g e obliged to carry side lights, &ec., does not seem to have be:xli
* * * * *

tion lights » costing

X dency Port Officer has insisted on their carrying the ¢ hﬁ:ff.gggj however, the Presi-
a

“Bome of the small vessels such as Island Odaws and i
open boats without any place to fix screens and would have difli‘i/[;?l]tifsi; riaﬁgﬁﬁy
such large regulation lights, however, some have been compelled to purchase, but statge
they cannot possibly use such large lamps whereas they can easily handle the former
dontlble ’l’antern, others state they cannot earn the price of lamps of such an expensive
nature.

3. To this letter the Presidency Port Officer replied as follows : —

“The Port officer is referred to paragraph 5 of G.0., No. 120, Mari
12th February 1897, from which it will b§ seI:en that the 1?ules apply’ to n;;]i?r’ei?:f(fi;
as well as to all other British vessels. The rules apply to British Indian vessels, as a
matter of course, and they cancel all other previous Board of Trade regulations on the
subject. When structural difficulties present themselves, the Port officer should be
guided by the instructions contained in G.0., No. 251, Marine, dated 7th August 1882.”

4. I submit that the Presidency Port Officer has not rightl -

) _ , y understood para-
g;raph 5 of 1.0., No. 120, Marine, dated 12th February 1897. oIt 18 not stated thgrein
that the rules apply to native craft. 1t is merely stated that copies of the rules
should be supplied to ¢ all masters of vessels including native craft.”

5. I respectfully submit that the new rule requiring open boats to provide them-
selves with an expensive kind of light which they cannot use is inequitable. Tt
would also conduce to their safety to allow them to carry lights which can be used.
As it is doubtful whether the Presidency Port Officer has rightly interpreted the rules
1 ‘;;Qlﬂd :txsk that open native boats may be allowed to carry the red and green lantern
as hitherto.
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ENCLOSURE.

Peririon from the Marakans of Manjees, No. 186-G.C.D.

:oned Marakans of the Manjees working at the Calicut port, beg most respect-

full Ke;:{fnil;n&: sflg‘llllovving grievance with the humble hope that they will meet with your
favgurable consideration and orders. PRl |

9. That it has been hitherto the practice here not to carry any side lights on board this class

ols. Some 10 years ago when this new rules regarding side lights were introduced at this

i it g ted the matter to the then Collector, who passed an order to the Port

: represen
%%erwéa;?:; GiIl)lham not to enforce this rule in respect to our vessels and that the rule only

rolates to British-built ships. ‘ |
3. Since ‘then there were no lichts used in our vessels. But since the appointment of

Captain Brown as Port Officer at Tellicherry, he insisted that all Manjees should be provided

wit%] a side light, otherwise the vessels calling at that port will not be allowed clearance. Hence

all our vessels going to that port were provided with a lantern. / :
4. With one lantern we were permitted to work at all the ports in Malabar without any
inconvenience. Now we beg most respectfully to state that the Port officer at this port imsists
vide with side lights of the value of Rs. 43~8~0 per pair without which no vessels

:r}i)ﬁnl::as *};;)errixrl(i)tted clearance in accordance with the notification issued py the Presidency Port
Officer at Madras. : 5 : e
5. We further beg to state that the build of our vessels will not permit these side lights

being hung on the masts without being constantly damaged. ;

6. Under these circumstances we humbly pray that your honour will be pleased to order the
Port officer at this port not to enforce the new rules r‘:gaxdlqg side hgh"os in respect to our boats,
as these rules apply only to British-built ships. For which act of kindness we shall ever feel

grateful.

No. 26 E.

Referred to the Presidency Port Officer for remarke.

(Signed) ~ 'W. B. peWINTON,

15th January 1898. Ag. Secretary to Government.

—

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.IM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to
the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 18th January

1898, No. 498/23 G.

With reference to the question raised by the Collector of Malabar in his letter
of 24th December 1897 which accompanied Marine Department Endorsement
No. 26 E. of 15th January 1898 (enclosures herewith returned), I have the honour to
state that, in accordance with paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 120, Marine, dated 12th Feb-
ruary 1897, the owners and tindals of native craft were informed that the revised
rules regarding regulations for preventing collisions at sea would come into foree on
the 1st July 1897. It was assumed that the direction contained in the Government
Order above quoted to acquaint masters of all vessels including native craft would not
have been given by Government if native craft were exempt from the regulations for
preventing collisions at sea. ‘ :

2. It is true that these regulations are stated to be applicable to British vessels
and boats, but in section 4 of chapter II of Indian Merchants Shipping Act VII of
1880, a British ship includes a British Indian ship and therefore the regulations
apply to British Indian vessels and boats.

3. As the Queen’s order in Council of 27th November 1896 directs that the
Regulations for preventing collisions at sea contained in the schedule to the order,
dated 11th August 1884, except article 10 shall be annulled, and the Regulations of
1897 shall be substituted therefor, I submit that G.O., No. 60, Marine, dated ] 3th
February 1880, cannot be acted on as it refers to regulations for preventing collisions

at sea which have been annulled.
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4. With reference to the proposal contained in
1 would point out that in article 10 (@) of the Regulﬁ%ir:ximrg}zlieo(f t}gr'. Dﬁnee’s letter
ernment Urder, No. 60 of 13th February 1880, it 1s stated that fishin 11? tadras Gov-
open boats shall carry, when under weigh, a lantern with a green %as:a s and other
and a red glass on the other, whereas in article 7 of the Regula;gtions O‘Iil lone e
only vessels pnder oars or sails, of less tham 20 fons that are permitte dot 897 it is
lantern of this description ; all others above 20 tons must be providedowﬁr{wa r6,
A

lanterns. (\

5. As the structural arrangements of native craft over 20 ‘tons might not in M

many cases permit of the side lights being carried in a receptacle o '

) L n th
vessel, the I_’ort, (_)fﬁcer, Calicut, was directed to attend to It)he l{esoluti:ns:fle(}%fv Gy
ment of India which accompanied Madras Government Order, No. 261, Marine ofe;ltll;
August 1882, and to see that the proper side lights were provided and carried, i-eé.ldy

for use.
6. As the Regulations of 1880 were held to apply to native eraft, it is clear thaf

the Regulations of 1397 which annulled previous regulations f i
collisions at sea also apply t’o such vessels. 4 g B Bt
.

0. 89, Marine, dated 9nd February 1898.

OrDER—N
to the Advocate-General who will be requested to

The papers will be referred
favour Goyernment with his opinion.

(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Presidency Port Officer.

,,  Collector of Malabar. \ _
s Government Solicitor, with copies of the fellowing
orders to be returned :(—

G0., No. 560, Mar
60, 5
» 1) 4{)0, 1 1
’ 601, ” ”
120, » "

ine, dated 30th October 1878.
. 13th ¥ebruary 1880,
10th September 1880.
7th December 1880.
12th February 1897.
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» ”
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Marine DEPARTMENT. i

C. Nos.2.and..102 of 1898,
; ' SUBJECT.
THE HON'BLE SIR HENRY BLISS, K.C.I.E. Applicability of the regulations

as regards carrying lights to

r = 7 e .

'-k_ T : _ Open boails of 20 tons and upwards

i; o vnsﬁsn, ol if’ f‘haiiu:i“:v;H:A‘ i
J:%JHS FsiinﬁﬂﬁwﬂﬂuU4'hlwnih‘h;‘é.hn \)ﬁﬁiqﬂﬂg)\‘wu‘;hd.ij:” i
%*&w MM \o ‘«fal‘h‘*i

FOR ORDERS.

N : The question is raised whether

Yopen boats" of 20 tons net registemﬁL

tonnage and upwards come under the

regulations as regards carrying light4

| e & e ‘\ | gt ublished undeJe G.O0, 120 Mari .
e ' 3 R ! X ) « O, arine dat
‘-ﬁ*-"‘h" s, oy ‘T:" _*“ n- w Q\ ” i 5 ?‘ L Y \ > ’\ % & p = e ed

L2th February 1897,The Collector,Mala—

bar,contends that they do not,He 210

|

states that the ‘new rule requiring

%
| 4 :\x> : 7\- ‘"§ . ‘t i ; open boats to provid; themselves with
W "\ an expensive kind of light whieh they
» :
™ g cannot use is inequitable.
b B4 kA T rules in question are ap-
plicable- to British vessels and
3 y ) boats, and és pointed out in para 2 of
i
p thpmidimw dency Port Officer's leiter

g i e s a British

. e,

action 4,Ch aplaer %

Indisn Merchani Shipping

lAct VII of 1880.It follows therefore

i
|that the regulations apply Lo British

- ‘
\Indixn re88218 »nd bodts,Ariicly

e

Mo regulations iscusg

g

-y
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1884 whieh is still in force exempts

open boats of less than 20 toms, It
follows‘therefore‘that.Qpen boats o
larger tonnage such as those now in
question come under the rules,The rules

of 1880 were held to apply to nativ

R
on page 2 of ¢,0,60 Marine dated L

£ ’

|

e

l
eraft-Vide para 2 of India's Resolurion

th

February 1880, The presumptioﬁithere'oré,
is,apart from other considerations, hat
the present rules 21s0 apply.

3, As to the difficul%y'of fitting
thesa lights to these boats,»ttention

igs invited to para 8 of the Preside?cy
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