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i SUBJECT.

L,iapility of the foreshors

north Qf the Herbour.

supmitting for further in-

formation of government copy
of a letter from the Harbour
poard's Engineer with ccpies cf

axtracts from the Indian Jjour-

(// g nals of Major ¢harles Giberne

when in tndia in IB33.
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No . 589

' phe Engineer,

Harbour mprust Board,

.

4 MADRAS.

The Chairmen,

Harpour Trust Board,

M ADRA S.
Madras 26th August I898.

Sir,
with reference to the changes in the Madras noast line,and the

information 1 1aid before the Board,in my 1etter No.€8 A dated o5th
Aprii 1896,1 have the honour to forward furtiher raliable evidence,showing
that the coast line does change its position from time to time,and there-

fore the depth of the Roadstead must also vary with it.

2. When in England last,and talking about Madras with Major Giberne
of nast-bourne,he remarked that when in India in 1833,he had made Some

notes on the coast line of Madras,and these,he very kindly copied from

hig original pooks for me,as they supported my theory:;but as I had not

them with me in India,he has kKindly sent me anond copy" by the last mail.

3. 1 also forward some other information of interest about the coast

1ine opposite St Thome copied from the records in the Fort St Georgs,

which would ghow that with so much foreshore in front of st Thome which

ig only ® miles South of the Harboﬁr,that at some time,the coast line

must have run in a direction about North-west and South-east,or probably

nearer East,which would giva rige to Madras peing referred to in some of

the old records,as the Bay of Madras.

4 That the coast line Was onoe in that direction is quite possible,
as there 18 @ depth 0

¢ 5 fathoms sho¥n apout 30 miles East of Covelong,

and -the shore.

. ween it
v water pet I have %<,

with deepe
signed A.Lee Pogson,
Engineer,

Harhour Trust Board.

Extracts
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Expracts from the Indian journals of Major Charles Giberne.

ar March 30th I1833. o
7 "':'r

'TfranQUéb
is a village pelonging to the TFrench Governmpht
. : nent,

Karical

re are I believe put few Burco

ep official peopls,but the place is well laid out,numercus

the san inhabitants besides the Governor

1843

‘and oth

roads and avenues of trees on all sides.It is situated about a mile

from the sea,betwsen which and the town,and within a 100 yards of the =8

former,are paddy fields.

Tranqubar is gituated near one of the mouths of the

cauvery and about BO_yards from the sea.It is sbout a mile in circum-

and is surrounded by a plain‘wall,without any fortification

R RS S

ference,
The ?astle to the west-ward has strong walls,on which some guns are

mounted .

cheeally April 4th 1833.

Tranqubar was pbuilt in the year I€40,as certified by an in-
geription on the castle of Danesboy . =« . I paid a visit to the
castle a few days 2g0 . . it is adjoining the Fort and is situated \

at the south Bastern corner.Tranqubar when built two centuries &ago was '
b - 1 C 9

situated at a distance of iwo or thpee miles from the sea and there are

ember when it was two or three

panish Gentlemen present who rem

gome old
s from that element,but W the sea,after destroying the

hundred yard
rn wall,washes completely inic ‘he town.Fart |9

greater part of the Easte

11 near the castle,built of chunam and brick in the most solid

giving waygas the seaz in some places washes under

of the wa

manner,is now fast

‘ it,and has thus caused 1a7ge masses to vary very materially from their

originalfperpend
s to stoDd the encroac

part of this pretty 1ittl
as formerly & great deal of trade here,and

jcular position;It is to be feared that as nothing is

nment of the sea,that ere another century

s town will be angulfed in the

!
J L | i don
7’
. @lapse a great

| ~ Y - watersof the deep.There W
i :
| A \‘ \"

P geyeral rich merchants, some of whom have 1eft some splendid houses as
| ificence,but now only

5 : )
| ‘ monuments of their megn
11y in the roads,come_prObably t0 ex-

two or three wretched

/ Dhonies are-to be saen occasiona
e only two cormoditie

aoap and rice,th g.in which Tranqubar Seens

> ; port
to trade. . . e
pondicherry Aoril 16th 1833,

ine building put there are
infinitel-x ™
1 T

Government ouse 18 & f

b Pl oy




",
{ o houseg here than in Tranqubar though I d¢ "ot think

[ a‘r. 01 moT
,‘ x e go many Tirs
- t an

t rate ‘puiidings.The streets are clean and well

a pound the tovm are excellent roads sheltered by fines avenues

About 2 Yea )ago the sea was .at the distance cf about

the town, but it approached unt 1 about four years ago,

300 vards from
“.which time it has comrenced slowly to retire and is now about 30

slnfo

yards fre th
7 The fortifications at :ondlcherry were formerly about three

e walls of the gardens in the town.

. 7y
l .
miles in circumferencs,but now have entirely disappeared except a small

. g ' ‘; ‘?pnrtion close to the sea at the south a4 starn corner,the fosse however

= - /] A jg pleinly to be tracsd all round and is in general cultivated with ric

{ :£~ When the town was built the sea is sa}d to have bheen nearly a mile
distent,pbut it is now aimost close to the_remsins of the old wall and
about 30 yards from the garden walls of the houses nearest the sea.lMany
inhabitants recollect the time WEEn thare was a road sheltered by an

L-fb- 3 : avenue running from the town t¢ ihe sea, . . .

Madras November .nf)th 16833,

On ny arrival here I went to live with Captain Rowlandson with
whom I stayed a few days . . Rowlandson wags living about three miles
from the sea near St Georges Church,and in the evening I took a ride te

the Esplanade when there was a band . . the ordinary drive is an ex-

sellent road of about & quarter of a mile in length on the sea beach,

1 1ning to the South from the Fort.Every evening this road is covered

” | with convaeyances and Equestriazns of every description . . The sea
§

o ' ] has been encroaching on the Black Town and Fort for several years past,

4 and it now nearly washes the walls of the latter,while a road runs be-

| tween it and the former.Forty years ago,it appears there was a distance

of at least three hundred yardgl_between the two,and from what informa-

)ibri I have been able to obtain,it avpears that seventy years 2go,but
‘the same distance intervened as.at vresent.It would apnear therefore
that the sea here,és on many other coasts alternately advances and re-
tires at peiiods of abqut’thirty or forty vears- fears having been en-
tertained for the safety of the Fort and Black Town,a stone bulwark has
been erected alcng the beach,and sunk to some depth in the sand,which ‘

appears effectually to have registed encroachments of the sea, . »

sadras
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mper I7th 1833.
ould think apove 150 ya

~ rhe Tort R :
. ,inking of the eparth without ﬁhe walls,put not . -

g ever defended by a di

uttam) Dece
rdg in length bY

teh or not,the glacis s

a4 into it,long ago,by the rain.It

e,having peen washe
“ . . 1p0 yasrds from tho geg,though it is~ said 1o have been 5
| : o

is aituatﬂ%_:
her from it. .

: formﬂrly’muCh fart

i

. Fa

gxtracte frow page 15 of Manual of "Geology of Medras by Medlicott

and Blandford ravised by 01dham I893.

Begides the changes produced by rise and fall of the sea-level as
with that of the land,there have been minor modificaticnsof the

comparad
t Thome,a short distance

a due to erosion and accraetion of land.S

ghore 1in
en situated I2 leagues in-

gocuth of Madras,is said to have formerly he
1and and 40 miles further south,the town of Mahsbhalipur is said to have

rurther south,ercsion of the sea veach

been overwhelmed bY the sea.Still
ds,as well as the destruction

at Tranqubar is well attested by old recor

gate tower had heen

agoda,mhose easteIn

]

of a large portion of an old P
59" and has probably now peen completely Te-

partislly dastroyed 1R T

moved.

-
&

3.T.T.Newbold,jour.Roy An. 800, , VIII.250.(I84€) 4.W.King.Memoirs,TV,
362, (18€4)

(True copy )

Secretary,

CHARBOUR [Rus)

BOUR [ HS b Harbour Trust Board.
MADRA: 29 AR+
SECREBRYS nig,




Sarbour Trust Office,
MADRAS,_QMW 180 8.

nra—

No. -,,Z_/;_;d..gl g

insaansq,I*c*S4,___,f
Harpsour TRUST Boarp,
MADRAS.

T NLALE

(HAIRMAN,

y.B.dewinton BSG——

SECRETARY TO (GOVERNMENT,

Marine Department.

714 dated I3th May'98 ¢

n-of my 1etter NO.
or the further info

ard's Engineer

In continuatio
e honour to submit ;&
letter from the BO

mation

P ) T have now th

,73" %pl?ﬁo

of aovernment , coODY of a
25th august with

e} (/{féﬁ?’ b/ No.pe0 dated 2
: ' ‘ Tndian journalse of Major fharles aiperne when
s position then and

1833 recording. amongs

regards the gea O
ge and plack Town,
ge 12 of manual of

copies of nxtracts from the

in India a ] o}

{ other matters, th

£ garical,Tranquebar,

previously as
1cherry,Fort st GeoT
rward an gxtract T
ledlicott,and planford,
peen formerly situate

and Sadras.

Pond
o R g, 1 gise 1
y of Madras bV

080108
A ; 1893,referr1ng to St Thome as having

inland; and that t

rom pa
revised bY Qldham

he town ob Mahabilipur 40 mi.!

I8 1sagues
nis gaid to have

tract also refers to the arosion 2
I have the honowr to he,

pesn cverWhelned by the a«pa.This EX-

sout
{ Tranquebal.

sir,

vour Obedient gervant, i

Chairman,

Harpour Trust Doard.
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