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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

Reao—the following papers :—
- From Messrs. BINNY & Co,, Agents, British Indi

1st April 1898,

We have the honour to bring the following to the notice of Government,
On information received from N egapatam that :

Officer to go on board on arrival. He did so
steamer had : :
necessary formalities, they were landed at the direc complied with the

the Engineers to return to him for treatment
No. 54, dated 21st March 1898,
hospital and the municipality had undertaken the treatment of all
representative then interviewed the President of the munj
5 p.at.) who at once directed the Health Officer to provide accommodation in a disused
hospital at Royapuram which had originally been set apart
where the best arrangements possible were made.

#—  We would draw attention to the present inadequate arrangements and lay stress
on the very serious consequences that might have ensued, had we been unable to
make arrangements for the Engineers’ accommodation during the night, and to the
serious risk to the public health in conveying a couple of infectious cases about Lown
in hackney carriages,

3 Ithas hitherto been customary to admit small
Hospital, and if the authorities have decided to discon
intimation should have been given to the public.

£;  We further venture to submit
more likel

» 88 in accordance with bospital order

such cases, Our

-pox patients into the General
tinue the practice we think que

ments made b} the Port auth_oritips for'the patient’s removal and further care. Under
present cou_dmons beyond directing what should be done the Port and Marine Sur.
. geon, who is 2lso Health Officer of the port, takes no action and we as Agents of the
1/ -

el steamer have, to undertake for h

: lertak umanity’s sake, the care of patients who should have
accommodation provided for them in the public interest,

& . Small-pox is not one of the diseases to which much importance is attached in
2 this country ; but the rules and regulations apply equally in cases of plague and

chole'ru.. If the patients on this occasion had been suffering from either of these
compluints, the results from the protracted exposure to which they were subjected
éwhxlst driving about in the heat of the day wight be much more serious.

While writing on this subject of infectious diseases, we would bring to your

mull-pox oceurred on board the 8.8,
& woman) was refused by the Port

“‘ notice that on the 5th May 1897 a case of s
& 4 Putiala and permission to land the patient (

Vileg et

s an Steam Navigati
Limited, Madras, to the Chiecf Seeretary to Govt:rn;:;%,at«;:xt‘egﬁadpamny;:

the Chief AR
of 8.8. Purnea were suffering from fever, we instructed fhe“&m;s meei_ "i

at 10 a.v., and re sy i
neers were Suﬁering ﬁ.om smau_pox. Aftel‘ the ) Ported that the -

ey

contagious diseases were no longer treated at thgi
cipality (it was now past

for plague patients,

~ them.

No. 821, Pusuic, 2911 June 1898.

authorities as she was a passenger to Negapatam and objected to be put ashore here.

. t 800 other
: ingly retained on board although there were abou ATt
E«?&p;ti:::;;:;? ce’%l}.l(tlau;%g}:ﬂr:tions on this point are defined under section 38 of Act

ing i i 1 i forced on a large
k into consideration the grave risk thus for larg
VIIIb:f lfsg:a,l;b}:l;’pt:ssle‘;ggers, we venture to suggest that a modlﬁca.hon o_f existing
!:1111:8 i: 3ecesmry to prevent the detention on board on such cases of infection.
o s desirable in the public interest, provided adequate arrangements “:;Ire
made f):e:}):)re that such cases should be at once effectively rmolated which ohgxo y
in a crowded steamer.
o%m;zzt:):;z:izawe think a small quarantine hospital on the beach would be a
7 ’

valuable adjunet to this port.

! Co., Agents, British Indian Steam Navigation Company,
mellillneist;d?. lgl?dfasx;g) ti,u; Cgieef éeeretury to (fovernment, dated 4th April
Junited,
1898.
With reference to our letter of 2nd instant, we have the honour to state that the
incident therein referred to oceurred on the 31st ultimo.

We find that by an oversight, which we regret, this fact was omitted to be mted
in our letter under reference.

e
L

From Lieutenant-Colonel Sir GEORGE MOORE, K., o.LE, President, Munici-

pal Commission, Madras. to the Secretary to GoveriuieRh, goatanad ;

Municipal Department, dated 6th April 1898, H. No. 48.

: in: d correspondence, I have the honour to submit
In forwarding the marginally-note as?gollows. »
iderable
Ist March 1898, from 2. There has been  consi
Legzs Yo x]s?l?’lfi:;g%tioal’resideut, Mm'limp“l correspondence on  the qs.ubJect of the
l"mgm;st;ion. treatment of contagious diseases in the
L;i&l:!fnrom Messrs. Binny & Co,, dated 1st General Hospital.

: Yhinf @ Government. _
Awléig’;'stf b:}zm:ifumr?'?t? I:t‘(;br?n:iy 1898, 3. In reply to the letter of 17th
Igbtel', 7 Ty

i Muniei- bruary 1893 from the Surgeon-Gene-
A, Surgmlpowp(;f v SR fa(i, I ri);lforme*d him that the isolation
2 ' sheds at Kistnampet and the Mouegmf
Choultry were available, but I never anticipated that Europeans or Eurasians would be
ou

gent there. The Surgeon-

for s‘lehTTﬁg::.intimaﬁon I had of the action adopted by the hospital authorities
X e

. istriet.  This was confirmed the next.day as reported in
ﬁas fm“;;l.le ;‘g%’:?; ﬁ?te? mi;m;:hich reference is made to Hospital order, No. 54,
essrs. Binn ‘ \ |

dated 21st Mareh 1898, pon, tha iroprietysof the hospital suthorities i
Bt gotdW. the propriety of the hospital a t
S 5. It is not f,?ern:?i:ﬁoﬁﬁl? ;f‘;‘;ﬂm to Government, but itisin my pr’oymge
issuing such an O}mt I consider the impropriety of their conduct in not informing me
to :ﬁm}f;&’:’; :f such an order and in turning the patients into the streets tv sow

of the exi !
he seeds of disease. :
broadcaa;:s:m Binny & Co. have stated the action|T to?k. writaba
{4 shempes r it may not, be desirable that these discases should be dmsoclatfed
7, It may, 01 Hospital, If they are to be, there must be proper hospitals for
from the General 'p:flity. has mo such hospitals, although the isolation sheds at
Ki Tl:e m’ﬁf’ﬁf:lpga, Choultry provide for native patients, The General Hospital
stnampe '

ically against the action adopted
& i d T protest most emphatxcal}y against the action adop
3 :“til ﬂ}’f:;st;ittaﬁk :tlxltg:)?;tlile? aa:d tl'lI)St that Government will support my protest by the
- by the I

most severe condemmnation of such arbitrary procedurc, '

8. The question is a very large one and the points raised by Messrs. Binny & Co. .

worthy of consideration and the whole matter should be thoroughly gone info.
are

f

General is perfectly aware that these sheds are not suituble

. . U oo
S
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From Surgeon-Major-General C. SIBTHORPE, o.5,, F.R.C.P.I., Surgeon-General with

the Government of Ma to the Presi 3at e .
17th February o 10 the President, Municipal Commission, dated

1898, Ref No. 184—39,

rrespondence, I have the honour to
n the matter, as it is not at all
uld be used for the purpose of

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colone] W. R, BROWNE, M.D., Senior Medical Officer,

General Hospital, to the Secretay to the Surgeon-G i
of Madras, dated 19th January 15’898, Ref. 1%2.114‘0668!1.“&1 i e Gove@ment

I have the honour to forward letter from the Resident Medical O dress
to me on the subject of the admission of a case of measles on the 15th nft?;zfl =
The procedure ultimately adopted in the disposal of the case was i
!:he Rgsident Medic.al Officer on my orders, namel;.;%he clearing oat of onecg;rtlzg g:l:l:lz
isolatign huts which was fortunately nearly empty of patients at the time. The
mother of the child in question solved the difficulty as far as this hospital was
concerned by removing the child the next mornjng.

2. In connection with this subject I beg to draw the attention of the Surgeon-
General to paragraph 1 of my administration report for 1896 wherein I stateq < that at
last there seems a possibility of the treatment of cases of the ‘specific infective
diseases ’ being undertaken ‘in special hospitals ” because the Health Officer had
informed me that the Kistnampet hospital was available for cases of contagious
diseases in general, but apparently with the chance of the possible arrival in Madras
of ‘“ the plague ”, no other contagious disease was thought worth troubling about and
on the conversion of the Kistnampet hospital into a plague hospital all further notices
of cases of other contagious disease was practically abandoned.

3. When the Health Officer was asked by the Resident Medical Officer (by tele-
phone) on the 15th ultimo, if he should turn the mother and child into the streets,
he promptly replied “ yes, as there was nothing else to be done ”, but the Resident

Medical Officer consulted me (while at college) on the subject and the action taken was
as given above,

4. It is not, I consider, our duty to relieve the municipality of all trouble and
expense in the matter of providing due accommodation for cases of contagious discase

and I trust that the Surgeon-General will be ablo to have the subject placed on a more
satisfactory footing than exists at present,

—_—

From Surgeon-Captain G. G. GIFFORD, Resident Medical Officer, General Hospital,

t;o8 ;l;e Senior Medical Officer, General Hospital, dated Madras, 16th December
1897.

I have the honour to inform you that yesterday afternoon a child suffering from
a bad attack of measles was brought by his mother for admission ; she having been
sent to the hospital by the Port Officer. They were travelling from Bangalore to
Rangoon. They were not allowed to embark on board the ship. We had here the

accommodation for European cases of infectious diseases available in Madras. I was
informed by him that there was not, As the case could not go on board the ship and
could not be received into a hotel and since the mother had no friends in Madras,
in order to aveid what might have developed into a public seandal, I turned the

European patients (three in number) out of the Senior Physician hut and admitted the
case.

No. 821, Pousric, 29ra Jone 1898. R 5

: hat : dation for infectious diseases
hardly point out, firstly, that the accommo it
e el Hospital was ot originally intended fo. be oo amntasions, divege
hp&plj;al for the whole of Madras, but only to accommodate it @mw , °o°°dam_
" accidentally from time to ?me in the lfm&%tel ;w‘e%azn;ﬂmnﬂ.‘ﬁ ookt {RpPQIIM
ion at one time within a few yards of »1._‘1“‘__(#33 6% extreiisly dangerous'posodure.
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Ref. No. 86 —2.

4 ' urgeon-General wishes to have a statement from you showing
l"iiﬁgamn:% uoh%&sm diseases have been admitted into the General Hospital during

; '(By(;rder‘) i S e

| ratp* "y Signed)  R. H. ELLIOT, Surgn.-Capt,,

Mot (Signe? -Genl. with the Govt. of Madras.
 3lat January 1898. Secy., Surgn. Gml-.ﬂ-wff{! W G”?f”?‘: e
f%;%&m. for Modioal Offcer, Genoral Hospital, Madras, .
B g ’ ; i o

|
- ¥ ¢ -

g Ref. No. 323. frag '
The following is a statement showing the number of cases admltted mtotbo

5 g

 hospital during the past three years for infectious diseases —-
* 1895. 1896, lsg?,
Vropeans Europeans ¢ | E3T
Diseases Europeans 5\ ‘ e L 43 10
i Z and i Natives. | Total. ® nr:g:m ¢ Natives. | Total and o |
: 6 18 9 32 m
"ﬂhdeﬁ - : g % 14 9 23 ’ 1: 4:
R A & A AR W
f . 1 | |
ot 2 ¥ § i 1 R 1 o 2 .
Dl || y S e AR 4
P“““"TM b "n 82 | 100 4 50 91 w 53
4 ‘ NE, w.p., Surgn.-Lt.-Colonel, .
S Tt 1968 (hgsed) - . W- 1 SRR e R T
Tth February . |
Secre urgeon-General, v
To the tary to the siﬁ, the Government of Madras. :
. -,i.r 4L ik : ’. ) iA = )
..,"1;9.!.\-‘-*: Pl ] eaabe ‘

m,_4th District, to

jieutenant-Colonel G. L. WALKER, am.p., Surgeon, él $1at. Maroh.

- o FromSurgeon-Lientenaunt-Lolonel G- 2. M dated Royapettah Hospital, 31st Marck
B ey _-Mnmmpﬂﬁom,‘mz» it . gy alo

‘%ﬁrﬁ;ﬂe&% gt W il T2 Fo0fD Sl il d 92’ _’”" "

;ir{;-{fﬁwﬂr&homnrto“hﬁngw notice that a Eur mmmﬁm mhb%i‘ s

ey, etating that she had beon refused admission b s e o

Bad been directed to go to the Kistnampet solation hospital.  "ho woman bord ot 25
way and ha "ﬁoboadmitted;fhutivmmt-mv‘i‘zgm._,.,tuﬂ P e
;.modamy ol (thak mpet isolation hospi r.mt;;, ol twbl dem’“x' fomal

! e!u-elii:‘l;m“'; are intended for Natives only and that tbarc“!f Mg e NETE

 provision for Europeans and Eurasians.
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tal of cases of cholera, -
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141k Aprit 1898, . (Bigned) . TREMENHEERE,
By Ag. Secy. to Government.

S Endt. No. 968,
e
G0, No. 534, duted 7th April 1gug, " " %ly.report,in continuation of
Ooracamuxp s '
22nd April 1898, (Signed) A, 7. ARUNDEL,

Chaef Secretary,

éloﬂ::g::m@enemi C. SIBTHORPE, ¢.3,
Prrsnes L ent,otMadras,to the Chief Secret:
nosacamund, 1ith May, 1595, No, T i
it reference to G.0., No, 53 : ‘
: o s NO. 534, Pub
~ment, No. 968, dated 29,4 April 1’898-, h igg’ alldlyour endorse.
T b enclosures, I have
| =t tter, No, T.—2],
for the treatment of cases ofml:fct:ep;lonsmg
2. The subject of the admiss -cases :
General Hospital has been pmmin:ift]llyofhmu h
and much correspondence has taken pla £
General Hospital and the Presid
of Madras on the subject. ;

the honour to a‘tach for the info
| :
dated 19th April 1g9s. :ddmm- d to the Presi |
gadm, on the subjeet of Provision oo ey & -

to were brought to the hospital, the apothees

Medical Officer. This :g:er })emonillye::;y t(l):;d

mild cases and he was therefore unable - i

linfor;:l:If me that the whole detention a

ast an hour and they were not * kept waitin -

Meas;s. any & Co.’s letter. Messrs. Bixml; & Co. stgteOZnerp:;glg;f; 3?1 51 SIS
that it has hitherto been customary to admit small-pox patients into th eg it
Hospital, and this has been and is quite true, but al ways with limitations, o
available is small. ons;tor $ho space

4. The space provided in the isolation sheds consists of —
C. Bhed, cholers, female, natives ‘e v
D' » » malo e

E. , small-pox, male, Ex’x;-opeans k =3
F' » » » naﬁveﬂ .

8 beds.
phbbissss el
.. [ Y 3”

6

.
.

»

This shows how limited the accommodation is and that it is quite impossible to

P ¢ R B oo i M e SRR o e i i A AT L 6
L an e -y
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which had to be pitched on the very limited space in the hospital compound which is
most undesirable and is even dangerous to the ordinary patients—such arrangements
also lead to great difficulties about the nursing.

5. I inquired from the Senior Medical Officer whether it would not be possible
to make temporary arrangements for European and Eurasian persons suffering from
such diseases pending the provision of a properly organized isolation hospital and he
replies ¢ this does not now seem to be necessary. as the municipality have at last pro-
vided accommodation for Europeans and Eurasians (for small-pox cases at any rate)—
the Health Officer having written to me on the 2nd ultimo to direct in future all
European and Eurasian small-pox cases to go to Rdyapuram where suitable accommo-

dation is now provided for them.”
The order to which the President takes exception was as follows:—
“The contagious sheds shall be reserved for the treatment of—

(a) Cases of contagious diseases occurring in patients already under treat-
ment in the hospital.

() Cases of contagious disease brought to hospital in such a dangerous
condition that serious risk to life would be incurred by further trans-
portation. All other cases of contagious disease broucht to the
General Hospital are to be directed to be taken to the Kistnampett
isolation hospital or the Monegar Choultry according to circum-
stances. In the former hospital all varieties of contagious diseases can
be treated, but in the Monegar Choultry provision is at present (March
1898) restricted to small-pox and cholera occurring in natives.”

6. Government will see from the above fz_icts that the accomxpoda_tion fpr the
treatment of infectious and contagious diseases in the General Hospital is so limited
that the above order was necessary. The Prgmdent of the Municipal Commission was

uite aware of the unpreparedness of the city for the conveyance and treatment of
- s clearly most desirable that adequate provision should be made in

cases. Iti '
;Kgms for the conveyance of such cases and their treatment.

ENCLOSURE.

from the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras, to the
COPYP:;i(IIZtS:‘ Mu:}cipal Comgmission, Madras, dated 19th April 1898, No. T 91,

With reference to your letter, No. 366, dated Madras, 25th February 1898, I

to inform you that I addressed the Senior Medical Officer, General
have the honour to inform ¥ the General Hospital contagious sheds ;olely for

v ho proposed to reserve : ; 9
g?lf:ﬁéstf (;ngectlzoue disease as occurred amongst in-patients of the hospital and for
to hospital in a dangerous condition, and which could not be

brought ; A FE
those cases ei?i:ﬁ to the Monegar Choultry or Kistnampett isolation sheds without

danger to their lives.
8; These proposals met with my approval, and I referred them to the Surgeons

of the 1st and 4th Districts directing them to infom.x ve-ils
1) What accommodation existed at present in the hospitals under their charge

of cases in question ?

4 F ;,aSBWhat equipxgent‘ was available ? »

(3) What staff was available ?
and I received the following replies :—

(1) That there are two sheds—one for cholera and the other for small-pox
‘cases, each is supposed to accommodate eight males and eight fqmales, but only twelye
in all can really be accommodated at a time without overcrowding.

(2) There is no furniture, cots, equipment or bedding and elothing, but old
articles of bedding and clothing, belonging to the Native Infirmary, are 1ssued, and
destroyed after use. Diet and contingent expenses are first supplied through the

provide separate accommodation for E '

ildren, i R o theutlxg‘:ils! e:;:s ;:tx:tvies znd ll;or men, women and ‘Superintendent, Monegar Choultry, and subsequently recovered from the municipality.
h?ve e e £; Ogcﬁ :ieg z-nd :;zfau_}?o Ry (3) Thereis no special medical staff, the work being done by the staff at the
diseases had to be treated, the Senior Medical Officer l;ad to resort to :h: ;se oiem % »\ mee g :
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(4 Thefemnmt t menial staff consists of one male and
male uﬁd)a female ward attendant are engaged when one female toty, a

5) There is no accommodation at all for Kuro or Eurasi i B
any yro(vmon for dangerous communicable diseases othep:atxllmn cholemm(::’ .‘;‘.’:ﬁfpﬁ‘;m
3. The Surgeon, 4th Distriet, reports—

(1) The Kistnampett isolation sheds are located about a mile away from Roya-
pettah hospital. There are two pucka built wards for natives ouly—one for cholera
and the other for small-pox cases, each accommodating six males and six females.
There is no provision at all for Europeans or Kurasians, and there is no separate
ward for reception of other eontagious diseases other than those already mentioned.
(2) Diets, clothing, &c., are issued from Royapettah hospital.

(3) The medical staff now consists of two hospital assistants specially detailed
for duty, by the President, Municipal Commission, since the present outbreak of the
small-pox.
p<(>4) The permanent menial staff consists of one male ward-cooly and one male
toty. Temporary servants are engaged when necessary. :
(5) There are no nurses. 5

4. Under such circumstances, T would suggest that a proper isolation hospital

for all classes should be organized.

Memorandum, No. 1174, Public, dated 20th May 1898.

From the President, Municipal Commission, Madras, dated 23rd May 1598,
No. G.-87.

Apnsrract.—Forwarding copy of the following paper :—

From Lieutenant-Colonel Sir GEORGE MOORE, Kt., c.1.k., President, Munieipal
Commission, Madras, to the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras,
dated 25th February 1898, H. No. 366-B.P. 3

With reference to your letter, No 184-2, dated 17th February 1898, I have the
honour to state that the isolation hospital (cholera-shed) at Kistu.ampett.‘ 18 and has
been available for the treatment of infectious diseases, as well as the isolation shed
at the Monegar Choultry. i

2. When the Health Officer reported the case referred to by the Seni .
Officer I at once suggested that it should be sent either to Ki;tuazlpza'u:rl\[tzdlf:;
slﬁ‘meg:r l?houltry. ?9 Obl]xecttﬁd to this, as the patient would haye to be taken

ough the streets. can hardly reconcile this with his te e Ak
to the Resident Medical Officer. 18 telephonic communication

3. I am at a loss to know where the Senior Medical Officer ob i "
tion that the isolation hospital at Kistnampett had been (f(:u(i'etrz::]edu?;: :;n ﬁl):;:e
hospital. It never has been and is never intended to be used as such ;

4. I should have thought that Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel B » 1
would have known that the plague hospital for that part of th::o?,:il:t: (\):uusutll)l?lz)le(i
Women and Childrén’s Hospital. )

5. If the Senior Medical Officer had referred to his letter, No. 1331

7T 3 ’ . < t d 26th
January 1897, to the Health Officer, he would have known that the.OMoue :wdtlgoultry,
at all events, was available, 8

6. The enclosures with your letter under reply are herewith returned.

Telegram from the President, Municipal Commission, Madras, to the Secretary to
Government, Local and Municipal Department, dated 3rd June 1898.

My No. 48, dated 6th April 1898, Solicit orders seven cases measles in

plague hospital, Riyapuram. Must decline to continue admission.

RN

Lot

dnd el ey

. s"!l“.t".l“:'l e e

i
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Transferred to the Public Department, to which the previous papers on the

subject were forwarded for disposal.
(Signed)  G. S. FORBES,
8rd June 1898. | Secretary to Government.

—_—

Official Memo. No. 1272. :

: i it a very early reply to official memo-
The Surgeon-General is requested to subxlrxl ry early reply
randum, No. s?,lelo'lt,l, Public, dated 25th May 1898.

(S8igned) ~ A. R. KNAPP,
6tk June 1898. ‘ , : for Chief Secretary.

n-Major-General C. SIBTHORPE, c.B., F.R.C.P.I, Surgeon-General

From ' :
; rmment of Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Local and
;l‘:gigil;[e]%:;artment, dated O(’)tacamund, 10th June 1898, No. T.—182.

; to your memorandum No. 1174, dated 20th May 1898, I have
h hW:)filr r;ﬁ;?nmoerd he{'ewith a copy of the Health Officer’s letter and a t;tement
::feth: nEuropean, Furasian and Native patients who were under treatment in the

isolation wards at the General Hospital on March 31st.

—_—

ENCLOSURE.

r from the Health Officer, Madras Municipality, to the Senior Medical

Cory of 2 (}g(t;r, General Hospital, dated Madras, 2ud April 1898, No. H.—9.

the honour to request that you will be so good as to direct, in future, all
Em;lie};?:v:nd Eurasian small-pox cases to go to Réyapuram where suitable acc’om-

modation is DOW provided for them.

—_—

Statement.

On the 31st March 1898, the following cases were under treatment in the contagious.
disease sheds :—

g Europeans and Eurasians, Natives.,
Men. Women, Children. Men. ‘Women. Childern.
-Po! e .. e e el 1 A 4 A hid
Total .. e ! ! 4 il

Orper—No. 821, Public, dated 2€th June 1898.

In the foregoing letters the President of the Madras Municipal Commission and
Messrs. Binny & Co. bring to the notice of Government the grave public danger and
inconvenience caused by thg refusal of the medical officer to receive into the General
Hospital in March last patients suffering from infectious diseases. From the subse-
quent correspondence it appears that this refusal was in accordance with the orders

~ of the Surgeon-General, and the latter officer upholds his action by showing that the

contagious wards at the hospital are, from their size, obviously sufficient onl

- . . - to
accommodate cases ?ccldengally arising in the hospital it’self. TheyGovernment ag};‘ees
with the Surgeon-Greneral in this view, and the question of establishing a municipal




et sy R

To the Surgeon-General.
President, Municipal Commission
] li)almeal L and Municipal Department).
Jepgrtment.
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Passing orders on the subject of admission into the General Hospital of patients suffering
from small-pox and other —.
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

Reap—the following papers :—

e MIG"SSﬁteEIgN;iY b go"hAgentsafBPiﬁSh Indian Steam Navigation Company,
imi adras the Chief 8 to
1st April 1898, ecretary Government, dated Madras,

We have the honour to bring the following to the notice of Government.

On information received from Negapatam that the Chief and Second Engineers
of 8.8. Purnea were suffering from fever, we instructed the Company’s Medical
Officer to go on board on arrival. He did so at 10 a.m., and reported that the i-
neers were suffering from small-pox. After the steamer had complied witguge
necessary formalities, they were landed at the direetion of the Port and Marine Sur-
geon who recommended their removal to hospital. They were taken to the General
Hospital, but after keeping them waiting for over an hoﬁr, the authorities there de-
clined to admit them and the Resident Surgeon handed the elerk who accompanied
the Engineers a letter to the Company’s Medical Officer stating that he had directed
the Engineers to return to him for treatment, as in accordance with hospital order
No. 54, dated 21st March 1898, contagious diseases were no longer treated at that,‘.
hospital and the municipality had undertaken the treatment of all such cases. Our
representative then interviewed the President of the municipality (it was now past
5 p.w.) who at once directed the Health Officer to provide accommodation in a disused
hospital at Royapuram which had originally been set apart for plague patients
where the best arrangements possible were made. /

We would draw attention to the present inadequate arrangements and lay stress
on the very serious consequences that might have ensued, had we been unable to
make arrangements for the Engineers’ accommodation during the night, and to the
serious risk to the public health in conveying a couple of infectious cases about town
in hackney carriages.

It has hitherto been customary to admit small-pox patients into the General
Hospital, and if the authorities have decided to discontinue the practice we think due
intimation should have been given to the public.

We further venture to submit that when a case of infectious disease, which is
more likely to occur among passengers, declares itself on a steamer and the patient is
landed, the case should be taken out of ship’s hands at once and adequate arrange-
ments made by the Port authorities for the patient’s removal and further care. Under
present conditions beyond directing what should be done the Port and Marine Sur-
geon, who is also Health Officer of the port, takes no action and we as Agents of the
steamer have, to undertake for humanity’s sake, the care of patients who should have
accommodation provided for them in the public interest.

Small-pox is not one of the diseases to which much importance is attached in
this country ; but the rules and regulations apply equally in cases of plague and
cholera. 1f the patients on this oeccasion had been suffering from either of these
complaints, the results from the protracted exposure to which they were subjected
whilst driving about in the heat of the day might be much more serious.

While writing on this subject of infectious diseases, we would bring to your
notice that on the 5th May 1807 a case of small-pox occurred on board the S.8.

Putiala and permission to land the patient (a woman) was refused by the Port

»
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“authorities as she was a passengr to Negapatam and objected to be put ashore here.

The patient was accordingly retained on board although there were about 800 other
deck passengers. The regulations on this point are defined under section 38 of Act
VIII of 1876, but, taking into consideration the grave risk thus forced on a large
number of healthy passengers, we venture to suggest that a modification of existing
rules is necessary to prevent the detention on board on such cases of infection.

It seems desirable in the public interest, provided adequate arrangements are
made on shore, that such cases should be at once effectively isolated which obviously
cannot be done in a crowded steamer.

In conclusion, we think a small quarantine hospital on the beach would be a
valuable adjunct to this port. : 3

From Messrs. BINNY & Co., Agents, British Indian Steam Navigation Company,
Limited, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 4th April
1898. '

With reference to our letter of 2nd instant, we have the honour to state that the
incident therein referred to occurred on the 31st ultimo.

‘We find that by an oversight, which we regret, this fact was omitted to be stated
in our letter under reference.

From Lieutenant-Colonel Sir GEORGE MOORE, K%, c.1.., President, Munici-
pal Commssion, Madras, fo the Secretary to Government, Local and
Municipal Department, dated 6th April 1898, H. No. 48.

In forwarding the marginally-noted correspondence, I have the honour to submit
as follows.

No. 185, dated 31st March 1898, from 2. There has been considerable

4th District, to President, Municipal = orrespondence on  the subject of the

treatment of contagious diseases in the

General Hospital,

Letter,
Surgeo_n:.
Oo?gsxo&esm. Bimny & Co., dated 1lst

Iﬁx;ril 1898, to Chief Secretary to Government.

Letter, No. 184—2, dated 17th February 1898, 3. In reply to the letter of 17th
from Surgeon-General, to President, Municl-  February 1898 from the Surgeon-Gene-
pal Commission. ral, I informed him that the isolation

 sheds at Kistnampet and the Monegar
but I never anticipated that Europeans or Eurasians would be

ilable
Choultry were 8Yel 2 7  General is perfectly aware that these sheds are not suitable

gent there. The Surgeon-

h patients. . :
for mlc Tlile first intimation I had of the action adopted by the hospital authorities
s Surgeon, 4th District. This was confirmed the next day as reported in
;::gm]sinny % Co.’t; letter in which reference is made to Hospital order, No. 54,

921st March 1848. 4 ! her
daiaed5 115; fospll Sl mark upon the propriety of the hospital authorities in

0k der without any reference to Government, but .it is in _my province
issuing S]l[mlil 23 ?wlinft I consider the impropriety of their conduct in not informing me
t(; t!‘ﬁ!::; isteI:me of such an order and in turning the patients into the streets to sow
# ;

t the seeds of disease. .
brm‘tioasMessrs. Binny & Co. have stated the action I took.

:t mav not, be desirable that these diseases should be digsociatéd
7thel t(!}l:;i’r;)lr I‘iog;)i‘ml. If they are to be, there must be proper hospitals for
e The municipality has mo such hospitals, although the isolation sheds at
i r Choultry provide for native patients, The (General Hospital

hKist'}?:t‘Em 9Enatlsi{ee;l(t)l!::ﬁlain. and I protest most emphatical}y against the action adopted
b;B the hospital authorities and trust that (Government will support my protest by the

most severe condemnation of
8. The question is a very large one and the p
are worthy of consideration and the whole matter s

such arbitrary procedure. .
oints raised by Messrs. Binny & Co.

hould be thoroughly gone into.
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- From Surgeon-Major-General C. SIBTHORPE, c.n., ¥.R.c.P.1
the Government of Madras, to the Presi M "
17th February 1898, Ref No. 184—2,

-

In forwarding herewith the enclosed correspondence, I have the hm,i?‘" Ilo 1

enquire what the municipality are prepared to do in the matter, as it is not at all
desirable that the Government General Hospital should be used for the purpose of
treating such diseases. :

e —

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. R. BROWNE, M.p., Senior Medical Officer,
General Hospital, to the Secretary to the 8 n-General with the Government
of Madras, dated 19th January 1898, Ref. No. 4068.

I have the honour to forward a letter from the Resident Medical Officer addressed ,

to me on the subject of the admission of a case of measles on the 15th ultimo.

The procedure ultimately adopted in the disposal of the case was carried out by
the Resident Medical Officer on my orders, namely, the clearing out of one of the female
isolation huts which was fortunately nearly empty of patients at the time. The
mother of the child in question solved the difficulty as far as this hospital was
concerned by removing the child the next morning.

2. In connection with this subjeet I beg to draw the attention of the Surgeon-
General to paragraph 1 of my administration report for 1896 wherein I stated * that at
last there seems a possibility of the treatment of cases of the ‘specific infective
diseases’ being undertaken in special hospitals ” because the Health Officer had
informed me that the Kistnampet hospital was available for cases of contagious
diseases in general, but apparently with the chance of the possible arrival in Madras
of  the plague ”, no other contagious disease was thought worth troubling about and
on the conversion of the Kistnampet hospital into a plague hespital all further notices
of cases of other contagious disease was practically abandoned.

3. When the Health Officer was asked by the Resident Medical Officer (by tele-
phone) on the 15th ultimo, if he should turn the mother and child into the streets,
he promptly replied “ yes, as there was nothing else to be done ”, but the Resident
Medical Officer consulted me (while at college) on the subject and the action taken was
as given above. :

4. It is not, I consider, our duty to relieve the municipality of all trouble and
expense in the matter of providing due accommodation for cases of contagious disease
and I trust that the Surgeon-General will be able to have the subject placed on a more
satisfactory footing than exists at present.

—_—

From Surgeon-Captain G. G. GIFFORD, Resident Medical Officer, General Hospital,
~ to the Senior Medical Officer, General Hospital, dated Madras, 16th December
1897.

I have the honour to inform you that yesterday afternoon a child suffering from

sent to the hospital by the Port Officer. They were travelling from Bangalore to
Rangoon. They were not allowed to embark on board the ship. We had here the
whole of our available accommodation filled by cases of cholera and small-pox. I
therefore at once telephoned to the Municipal Health Officer that I was unable to
admit the child and asked what should be done and whether there was any other
accommodation for European cases of infectious diseases available in Madras. I was
informed by him that there was not. As the case could not go on board the ship and
could not be received into a hotel and since the mother had no friends in Madras,
in order to avid what might havo doveloped into a publio scandal, I turnod the
European patients (three in number) out of the Senior Physician hut and admitted
case.

a bad attack of measles was brought by his mother for admission ; she havi? been

.

—
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I need hardly point out, firstly, that the accommodation for infectious diseases
at the General Hospital was not originally intended to be the contagious disease

‘spital for the whole of Madras, but only to accommodate such cases as occur

cidentally from time to time in the hospital itself, and secondly, that the accommoda-
tion at one time within a few yards of this large General Hospital of cases of cholera,
small-pox, measles and other contagious diseases is an extremely dangerous procedure.

Ref. No. 86 —2,

Returned. The Surgeon-General wishes to have a statement from you showing
what cases of contagious diseases have been admitted into the General Hospital during
the past three years.

(By order.)
MapRas, (Signed) R. H. ELLIOT, Surgn.-Capt.,
31st January 1898. Secy., Surgn.-Genl. with the Govt. of Madras.

To the Senior Medical Officer, General Hospital, Madras.

Ref. No. 323.

The following is a statement showing the number of cases admitted into the
hospital during the past three years for infectious diseases :—

1895. 1896. 1897.
Diseases. N
Enropeans Europeans Europeans
and Natives. | Total. and Natives. | Total. and Natives, Total.
Eurasians, E urasiauns. Eurasians,
Cholera 1 8 9 2 16 18 9 32 41
Small-pox " 2 3 6 b 4 9 22 18 40
Chicken-pox .. 3 70 73 19 156 34 1 2 3
Measles _ 12 1 13 14 15 29 1 1
Diphtheria o e e 1 o 1 o~ ok
Plague ok v se . . . . oo 1 e
Total ., 18 82 100 a1 50 9 32 53 6

Mapras, (Signed) ~ 'W. R. BROWNE, w.p., Surgn.-Lt.-Colonel,
Tth February 1898, Senior Medical Officer.

To the Secretary to the Surgeon-General,
with the Government of Madras,

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. I. WALKER, w.p., Surgeon, 4th Distriet, to

the President, Municipal Commission, dated Royapettah Hospital, 31st March
1898, No. 185.

I have the honour to bring tp notice that a Eurasian woman aged 22, residing at
Pudupet, suffering from small-pox, was brought to the isolation hospital, Kistnampet
yesterday, stating that she had been refused admission into the General Hospital ané
had been directed to go to the Kistnampet isolation hospital. The woman could m’)t be
turned away and had to be admitted ; but I must invite your attention to the fact, well
known to you, that the Kistnampet isolation hospital consists of two wards—one
for cholera and one for small-pox—each ward accommodating six males and six females
and that they are intended for Natives only and that there is no accommodation or
provision for Europeans and Eurasians, .
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2. Under the circumstances of the rejection at the Geeneral Hospital of Europeans

and Eurasians suffering from communicable disease, and the want of provision for
such cases elsewhere, what isto be done ? 1f they come to the Kistnampet isolation
hospital, I must of course admit them, but they must be treated with, and as, natives.

8. I understand the General Hospital authorities absolutely decline to admit any
severe cases of communicable disease even in Europeans and Eurasians. Will you
therefore kindly take the matter up as it has reached a deadlock ?

Transferred to the Publie Department.
(Signed) H. TREMENHEERE,
14tk April 1898. Ayg. Secy. to Government.

Endt. No. 968.
Communicated to the Surgeon-General for very early report, in continuation of
G.0., No. 534, dated Tth April 1898.

OOTACAMUND, (Signed) A. T. ARUNDEL,
22nd April 1898, Chief Secretary.

—_—

From Surgeon-Major-General C. SIBTHORPE, c.B., r.r.c.p.1,, Surgeon-General
with the Government of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated

Ootacamund, 17th May 1898, No. T.—118.

With reference to G.0., No. 534, Public, dated 7th April 1898, and your endorse-
ment, No. 968, dated 22nd April 1898, herewith returned with enclosures, I have
the honour to attach, for the information of Government, a copy of letter, No. T.—21,
dated 19th April 1898, addressed to the President of the Municipal Commission,
Madras, on the subject of provision for the treatment of cases of infectious disease in
Madras.

9. The subject of the admission of ecases of all the infectious diseases into the
General Hospital has been prominently brought to notice during the past three years
and much correspondence ha§ taken place be'twecn the Senior Medical Officer of the
General Hospital and the President of the Municipal Commission and the Health Officer

of Madras on the subject.
3. The order regarding the restriction of the cases to be taken iuto the General

Hospital which had received my sanction was brought into force on the 21st March
1895. Accordingly on the 31st March the two cases of modified small-pox referred
to were brought to the hospital, the apothecary on duty at once consulted the Resident
Modical Officer. This officer personally saw the patients and found that they were
mild cases and he was therefore unable to admit them. The Senior Medical Officer
informs me that the whole detention at the Geuer-‘u.l Hospital of the patients did not
last half an hour and they were not ‘‘kept waiting over an hour” as is stated in
Messrs. Binny & Co.’s letter. Messrs. Binny & Co. state in paragraph 3 of their letter
that it has hitherto been customary to admit small-pox patients into the General
Hospital, and this has been and is quite true, but always with limitations, for the space

available is small.
4. The space provided in the isolation sheds consists of —

O. Shed, cholera, female, natives .. 4 Vlias

o ” ” u]alc ” LR .
E. , small-pox, male, Europeans " .o .o
| et - s Datives a0 ok .8 g

This shows how limited the accommodation is and that it is quite impossible to
rate accommodation for European and natives and for men, women and
if more than the two diseases mentioned (cholera and small-pox)

When as lately occurred, cases of five distinet infectious
¢ Senior Medical Officer had to resort to the use of tenta

provide separate
children, respectively, if 1
have to be treated at one time.

diseages had to be treated, th

B L PR, -
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which had to be pitehed on the very limited space in the hospital compound which is
most undesirable and is even dangerous to the ordinary patients—such arrangements
also lead to great difficulties about the nursing.

5. Iinquired from the Senior Medical Officer whether it would not be possible
to make temporary arrangements for European and Eurasian persons suffering from
such diseases pending the provision of a properly organized isolation hospital and he
replies ¢ this does not now seem to be necessary. as the municipality have at last pro-
vided accommodation for Europeans and Eurasians (for small-pox casesat any mtf)_
the Health Officer having written to me on the 2nd ultimo to direct in future all
European and Eurasian small-pox cases to go to Rdyapuram where suitable accommo-
dation is now provided for them.”
The order to which the President takes exception was as follows :—

“The contagious sheds shall be reserved for the treatment of—

(@) Cases of contagious diseases occurring in patient .

: oS Tkt 8 1n patients already under treat

(6) Cases of contagious disease brought to hospital in such a d -
condition that serious risk to life would be Ii)ncurred by furthzlxl'gi.;;z;?
portation. All other cases of contagious disease brought to the
General Hospital are to be directed to be taken to the Kistnampett
isolation hospital or the Monegar Choultry according to circum-
stances. In the former hospital ull varieties of contagious diseases can
be treated, but in the Monegar Choultry provision is at present (March
1893) restricted to small-pox and cholera occurring in natives.”

6. Government will see from the above facts that the acco 1
treatment of infectious and contagious diseases in the General Ho?;iiﬁa‘itsm;) lggjgg
thgt the above order was necessary. The President of the Municipal Commission was
quite aware of the unpreparedness of the city for the conveyance and treatment of
such cases. It is clearly most desirable that adequate provision should be made in
Madras for the conveyance of such cases and their treatment.

ENCLOSURE.

Copy of letter from the Surgeon-General with the Government of Madras
- - - . - ad
President, Municipal Commission, Madras, dated 19th April 1898, No. T.,—ti.c’)l.t ~

With reference to your letter, No. 866, dated Madras, 25th Febru.

. ‘ : ary 18
have 'the honour to inform you that I addre,ssed the Senioxz Medical ()ﬁice{ Gei%rall
Hospital, who proposed to reserve the General Hospital contagious sheds ;olely for
such cases of infectious disease as occurred amongst in-patients of the hospital and for
:!]?::ef caS(:,is bg’:ﬁxgh: t:hhols&ntal in ('f‘lh dangerous condition, and which could not be

sterred either to the Mone oultry or Kistn i 1 i
o th gar y or Kistnampett isolation sheds without

2. These proposals met with my approval, and T reforred
of the Ist and 4th Districts direoting them to saform mo—r . | | o Srgeons

(1) What accommodation existed at present i i : :

for the class of cases in question ? ¢ 2t Prosentin the haspitals under their charge
(2) What equipment was available ?
(3) What staft was available ?

and I received the following replies :—

(1) That there are two sheds—one for cholera and thé ther f ‘
cases, each is supposed to accommodate eight males and eight femzleserbu?l;mslmilvlv-e}iox
in all c?rzn)r('elz‘tlllly be acco:lmodated at a time without overerowding. : gt

. ere is no furniture, cots, equipment or bedding and elothin
articles of bedding and e}othmg, belopging to the Native Il%ﬁrmary, are i%;uzgt aﬁ
destroyed after use. Diet and contingent expenses are irst supplied through the
S“Penn(tg!)ld%lﬁt, M_onegar Cl}oilltrzé and subsequently recovered from the mnnicigality :
ere 1s no special medical staff, the work being d -
e % 3 g done by the staff at the

3
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at all events, was available,

3. The Surgeon, 4th Distriet, reports——

(1) The Kistnampett i

L tt i :
pettah hotpifal. The I; 1solation sheds are located about a mile away from Ro
ospifal Te are m ya-

two i
and the other for small-pox casel;‘,wka bult. wards. for natives ouly——one for chol
era

There is no p A each a : y
Pprovisi ‘ cecommodat ¢
ward for reception o?ot‘;:e:“ for Europeans or En:a;?gl:lx l(Iilales and six females,
(2) Diets, clothing gontagxo.us diseases other than’tflm there is no separate
for d t(3) bTl:e medieal staff ;-(,):re ms}":d from Royapettah h%ss;;}rleady Mo
uty, by the Presi now consists of two hospi s ey
small-pox. resident, Mumclpal Commissionl’oi;}i):l?e1 :]:le?;ts specially detailed
toty ,ﬁzn'rh" permanent menial staff consi present outbreak of the
. porary servants are nsists of on

(5) There are no nurses

4. Under such ciren
m
for all classes should be or;at{:?z‘f;’ T would suggest. that o proper isolation h
$ ; olation hospital

engaged when nece ssfr;?ale ward-cooly and one male

M T L 4
emorandum, No. 1174, Publie, dated 20th May 1898

—

: ] dated 2' d L a

Asnsrracr.— i
acr.—Forwarding copy of the following paper : —

—

From Lieutenant- ;
Commieaon. pmouel Sir GFORGE MOORL, 4, 018, Bronident, Mon
dated 25th February 1895, Hrgl\?gné%zng? with the G’ovefullllilxlztt’ :I{ li?;:;ipal

Rt ~D. L, ras,

With reference to
your lett V'
gonour tq state that the isolatio? hl\o
een available for the treatment of j
at the Monegar Choultry, E

2. When the Health Off
Officer T at once sugg cer reported the case ref
tl{fl;)negar Choultry}lgbﬁsetefb;;l:tzst tShiﬁ!d be sent eitelf(l:dtgoKbithtlge Senior Medical
ough the streets. T can 0 this, as the patient Suampett or to the
to 8o RosidesitMidical cgr&i Eg:dly reconcile this with his t‘;Z;Ldou};ZVEOILo be taken
: munication

3. I am at a loss to k
tion that the isolati now where the Sepior Medical :
hospital. It never hZ: bhospltal at Kistnampett had be(t)azfxﬁ et obtained his informa-
een and is never intended to be used (;onver;ed mto a plague
s such.

4. T should have th
ght that S oo 2
would have known thafu urgeon-Lieutenant-('
th - nt-Colonel
Women and Children’s Hosp?tall) lague hospital for that part of tllf(r,o‘:il:;’ :vf:
5. If the Senior Medical Of r
. Office
January 1897, to the Health OiﬂT::r o) e
)

0. 184-2, dated 17th Fe
spital (cholera-shed) atL
fectious diseases,

bruary 1898, I
y g i 5
- 1Ixmtnampett i8 a:: ltxlflx:
well as the isolation sheds

1ired to his lettvr NO da d 26th
he would hHVO kﬂO\\'D that’the MOHU:{I’H‘ ()tl(l}OUItsl'y
b

——

Telegram fron: the Presid Madras, to the
: ‘ ent, Municipal O issi

n1¢ ommission he Secretary fo
Governm®nt, Loeal and M unieipal Department,,dated E;dtJr:ne 1898, f |

M \ - .
My No. 4¢ dated 6th April 1805, Solicit_ orders. soven cases. mensics in

’ 410,!!!;‘;%‘1 ! LWL&?_":

-

- £ o
_rnk.f Iy s

3 ; 'f;}"ll"'J 0:J yu-? ﬂ{‘l l&tﬁ .‘;“

-,
.~
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ARSI AL IS IIRIIIIIES

Transferred to the Tublic Departm:
subject were torwarded for disposal. : ‘
v (Signed)  G. 8. FORBES,

82 Juné 1898,

—_—

Official Memo. No. 1272.

. The Surgeon-General is requested to submit a very ear
randum, No. 1174, Public, dated 95th May 1898.

(Signed) ~ A. R. KNAPP,

ent, to which the previous papers on the

Secretary to Governmen 1.

ly reply to official memo-

for Chief Secretary.

6tk June 1898.

~From Snrgeon-Major—General C.
with the Government of Madras,
Municipal Department, dated Ootacamund, 10th June

With reference to your memoran
the honour to forward herewith a copy of the He
of the European, Eurasian and Native patients who w
isolation wards at the General Hospital on March 31st.

—

ENCLOSURE.

Copy of a letter from the Health Officer, Ma :
Officer, General Hospital, dated Madras, 2ud April 1898, No. H.—9.

1 have the honour to request that yo
European and Eurasian small-pox cases
modation is now provided for them.

[

Statement.

On the 31st March 1898, the followin
disease sheds :—

SIBTHORPE, c.B., F.R.C.P.I, Surgeon-General
4o the Secretary to Government, Local and
1898, No. T.—182.

dum No. 1174, dated 20th May 1898, 1 have
alth Officer’s letter and a statement
ere under treatment in the

dras Municipality, to the Senior Medical

u will be so good as to direct, in future, all
to go to Réyapuram where suitable acecom-

g cases were under treatment in the contagious

Europeans and Eurasians. Natives.

Men. ‘Women. Children. Men. ‘Women. ‘|

Childern.

1 p: 4

Total .. 4 1 1

v

OnpeR—-No. 821, Public, dated 2¢th June 1898,

Tn the foregoing letters the President o
Messrs. Biony & Co. bring to the notice of Government the
inconvenience caused by the refusal of the medic
Hospital in March last patients suffering from infectious d
quent correspondence it appears
of the Surgeon-General, and the latter officer upholds his
contagious wards at the hospital are, from their gize,
accommodate cases accidentally arising in the hospi
with the Surgeon-General in this view, and the que

¢ the Madras Municipal Commission and
grave public danger and
al officer to receive into the General
iscases. From the subse-
that this refusal was in accordance with the orders
action by showing that the
obviously sufficient only to
tal itself. The Government agrees
stion of establishing a munieipal
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