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‘ Improvements to Negapatam Port 2 'l!
‘ =
&" Approving, with remark, No* by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, ]
E N in regard to the probable diversic ‘2 Nagore and the proposed —, and order- g

! ing that the petitioners praying 1 ¢Xe pier for Negapatam, be informed that
everything will be done to improve the facilities for landing and shipping at that port, :




.’ :‘ .-,}f‘:ﬁsﬁ.’ﬁ

No. 577, MariNe, 5ta JuLy 1898. 3 s |

i i e S

ure more stable conditions in the bar and river, a pier is the ohly

e S, W / if we cannot see ' y i
o P RS SRR T P gllt?et;'x;rﬁ‘:i and the sooner it is construeted, in the interests of this important port, the
WA S PAOL Sl iR ery better. N:) serious attempt has yet been made to secure the above-mentioned stable

k .1-;.';:;. % {4 o T

g |

e g

conditions, and I propose to attempt this before considering the question of the pier.

5. The present state of the matter may be briefly deseribed as follows :—

trance to the river is impeded by 2 bar which is constantly shifting
its 'lfi}))n E;:«Iiliug to wind, weather and season of the year. Sometimes it 1s favour-

able to navi gation, sometimes it is very much the reverse. >

1o the river between the mouth and landing ramp, silt and sand is
eonstanglzjz {;ﬁ? dep(;sited owing to insufficiency of land or tidal water seour. This

: on the tracing annexed. \
. shoWI;) The result has been that, when conditions are most unfavourahle, boats have
( in getting in and out, and often have to wait for hours before

the greatest difficulty 1

doing so- y these defects, 8 trial timber groyne was run out in 1894 from

(4) To remed od thus (x) on the tracing to the point marked £ in blue, to

it mark , :
the nose ‘:i ttl;;jp;com on the bar. This groyne was most effective, and so long as it

concentrat iti d exit fficientl

: understand that the conditions of entrance and exit were sufficiently
e‘()ilén mf:; l{Iovember last, however, this groyne was breached by a heavy sea at
favoura t “arked ¢ breached mouth?” on plan, the immediate result being that the 44
i Pomf }1::3 ordinary mouth of the river from £ to jetty wall on north silted up high

whole 0% ¢ e only exit, and a very tortuous one, at that was throngh the breach | &

iz : and dry; and th : ilt in the river accumulated considerably owi
In connection with the proposed Negapatam-Nagore extension of the South . oyne. At the same time the silt in the river accumu considerably owing
= Tndian Railway, the Presidency Port Officer was requested in G.O., No. 2t8, Marine, i.: tggngi;iZhEd scour. This state of things is well ‘u“t"}‘:t"d by the two photos
dated 18th April 1898, to verify the statisties given of the former trade of Nagore, R T attached, the one showing the breach in  the groyne and the ofhbe stifestate; of ‘the
5 and to ascertain and report the views on the subject of the Landing and Shipping £ v L ot above it:

e - R

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers : —

From the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, dated 13th April 1898, No. 500/138G.
From Messrs. Adamson, Mactaggart & Co., Negapatam, dated 14th April 189X,
From the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, dated 3rd June 1898, No. 1825/199G.

Note by the Chief Engincer, Public Works Department.

, Dues Committee at Negapatam, with special reference to the necessity for the contem- .’ ot (5) All this greatly inereased the difficulties of landing and .shipping and 5
plated improvements to the latter port, if the proposed railway extension is carried e : ected the renewed attention of the merchants to the necessity for a pier. :
out. ' A{“_iii _ dires g) 1 inspeeted the port in March last in company with the Presidency Port Y
. 2. The papers read above contain the required information. It will be seen from g Officer, and decided that the first {lhl(;‘g tpﬂ})e don:hlyvx;s fo 1'e€l?cett_hle g;’ "t}'};e Whl‘fh had ]
_ the Presideney Port Officer’s letter, No. 1825/199 G, dated 3rd June 1898, that the oo done s:) much good until 1t breucdf . Xlt §on:; 1'1: be suﬂsl atn e ahlﬂr]mg ft 111:pe i
S statisties put forward by the advocates of the port of Nagore in regard to collections Ak to survive & heavy €% and 3300:1 dy’ e irmtl} t: ke sc;h a'l:cou\;v"‘;heth s bi nd
8 0 are very much exaggerated, and that there is at present very little prospeet of a revival - &3 or sea water might be.ooncentrabﬁ it ‘ilnf 0 rem:; o , Ao th 3 _ﬁese : J?;t; Bl
%' = of trade at that port ; that its superiority over Negapatam depends on the flood water i in view, I ordered estimates to be prepare Tohr)a it m nr;Ise sy
R brought down by the Nagore river ; and 2 v llow on_the accompanying tracing. oR0;GBSIMATER WAVed ] DAk l?egq submlttedb
4B : ! ( v) £ y & o in ye . anding Engineer, V Circle, and have proved to be prohibitive in cost.
1T * I am not aware that there is any prospect of that, if this * is cut off, the superiority Lahss Superintending : : : ; <
R 4 Do r 8 'S0y ‘prospe Sy A o v A by the Supey he further instructions contained in M No. 507 D., dated
. 2 this, immediate or otherwise. will vanish. There is thus very little e o theretore issued the furthe 5 e e e o h Gate o)
;{ i likelihood of any great diversion to Nagore S 28 513 oﬁvJune 1848, and I propose to await the result of these before taking any further |
‘ i of the trade of Negapatam, which possesses greater facilities for the landing, shipping 5 action.
é: and storage of cargo. i : g, Tn addition to the fixing of the sand spit by a groyne as above deseribed, I
. 3. The proposed improvements to Negapatam may thus be considered indepen- it o ¢ will be necessary to concentrate as much tidal ebb as possidle on the river at
It A dently of any rivalry that may be expected on the opening of the railway to Nagore. ol < P s & sounr.out, tho sund and gilt which 18 constantiy accumulating therein.
gy : : LT Negapai®® = i1 attached sketch map will show that tidal water enters the system
*E 4. The local merchants atmngty advocate the construction of a pier at Negapatam SE oy A re ferenced natural backwaters in the neighbourhood of Negapatam at two places to A
- in the position shown in blue pencil on the accompanying sketch plan, and this was T T of canals anrd marked 4 and B in red pencil. 5 A
: the view held by the committee which sat in 1891 —vide (.0., No. 175, Marine, dated ey el the soutb¥® ;

Now if cluices with swing shutters are built at the points Cand D (marked in red

- - 1 ] 2 y
9nd May 1891. The pier was estimated to cost Rs. 2,50,000 and was to be 700 feet oh will allow tidal water to enter vid 4 and B, but will prevent its return

long running out into 2 fathoms of water at low tide, 7.e., well beyond the line of surf. cil) whi PR d o
: yoki » di y - " route, a very largely increased volume of water must ebb vid the Nega-
There is no doubt whatever that, looking to the extreme difficulty of keeping the bar I by theri‘i?;eas ita ,only exit, and should produce sufficient scour not only to keep the

open and the river elear of silt, a pier would make Negapatam independent of all such
difficulties, and be the best solution of a very vexed question, provided that it could
withstand the heavy seas to which it would be occasionally exposed, and provided that
boats could work alongside it in all ordinary weather. lLocal merchants are confident

e r between mouth and landing stage much clearer of silt but to have a good effect
o Colonel Smarl estimates the cost of this proposal at about Rs. 70,000

on the bar. A : ; : y G
and 1 propose 0 investigate it as soon as the question of the groyue is disposed of.

(Signed)  W. B. peWINTON, 4

of its suceess on both these points, but I eannot say that I entirely share that con-
fidence. The roadstead is very open and exposed to severe gales, and I consider it more 1308 Chiel ‘Eniineor: :
than probable that the pier might at any time be wrecked, and that with anything like 35t July 1895, ¢ >
a sea on it would be impossible to work boats alongside it. I quite admit, however, P SR T,
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om :
a,q/W Mﬁ/ ,/té 0,7:%1/ C&“M @}‘j ‘ ..f Commander H.A.Street,R,.I.M,, ‘
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3 \\ o |~
m—éé 8/‘4«/46 a/&/' /lz, A/Ml( %12%74‘/4”'/ '“}s*’b\ Prc Ry Dore Dfcsd)

j .
i _ 1 é ,é_/ Ty &) \Y : Madras,
f 5 U".‘ o v
$ '%}WW- gm/ﬂ% l/;%m il v ‘I

0

— | Tuz SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
{

\
%.
:
?
N\
R
N
\
N

MARINE DEPARTMENT,

Wa/dé PP TRy t% /wf«zom,& ,af{t‘f/{i*/‘w CHEPAK.

wou/d/ agaenHL 7 O, N m-’iv;(—c/‘ﬁa?/n\ e f '0‘ /~ ' Sir,
'QﬁdeﬂaMfLo{ M//W/L/(gaqon A/%, :

W I have the honor to forward herewith for ~favor-

S e -
S _....L—._-—-riw'ﬁ"-‘% :

: ‘t;; y , : 5 able consideration a copy of an extract from the Minutes

. a2 | o v o

@/ st C@,V,, ) of a meeting of the Landing &YShipping Dues Committee

held at Negapatam on the 21st March 1898, with reference
oo

to the facilities Tor khAmding & shipping being provided
~

by the French Government at Karakal and to the prospect

e s ande T A c@w/m% Bt
ﬂ‘ﬂw ,M,;/K//u %k.&v@f&% /‘;’éw c_///o % Gpa{a/f,/
| &7’@ %le /6’75/4/(//,«/].

(Sd // / o

. D : -
;: ‘ ”// (‘Q \,c(l(l}(./ngzr /{'—1"/

of Karakal becoming an active competitor for trade with

Negapatam, The Committee therefore pray that the ques—
7
tion of providing Negapatam with a pier may be re-opened

and re-considered, The attention of the Committee having

& been drawn by me to G,0, No, 929,Marine, of 24th March

1892

» & speclal Meeting to consider the points raised

was held on the 2nd April 1898/ and the reply of the Com-

-

‘ o n& ¢ 3t mittee is contained in the accompanying copy of their
F C\/ . i R

Y Resolutitan, The Committee consider that the annual in-

‘ - N 1 " vv‘
n \ . . = 1 T B 1 . -y 3
,' / (D/ (%/y/ , 21 come arising from the Landing & Shipping Dues would am-

ply suffice to meet the interest on.a loan of & 250,000

cent, The suggestion that a certain portion of

Distriet Port Fund should be allotted to Ne-




S e v SR

BACK PAPERA.
FURTHER

entertained for the reason thab there is now no district port fund,
£ port funds of the Bastern Group is reguired toO

and the palance ©O

f new lighthouses.

'ineet the cost ©
’ facili-

In my opinion a pier atb Negepatam would greatly

B
and Col.

wate landing & shipping operations during the 4ry season,
Pennycuick- 1ate Secretary to Government, P.W, Departmentygs Was of
the saie opiniongssee the joint report on the subject published with
J =
G.0. No. 175, Merine, dated 2nd May 1891.7and now that the French
-

authorities at Karakal have taken measures O improve Landing and

3 ™ ™ 1 \ o e 3 - - .
Shipping arrangemnents at thab po;t}I submit that the time has now
Nega—

be taken to Help

arri

ved Tor considering what measures can
patamn. 7o meet the initial cosb of a pier a loan is necessary, and
unless this can pe granted nothing can be done., The balance of Land-
ing and shipping bues at end of March 1808 was s 56,405—4—5 and the
averaée annual income under existing rakes may be takken at B 6,000.
A pier due cenld be jevied if necessary under Madras ACTS V of 18635

and VII of 1871,
Mzrine Department, vi-

y to Governmenu,

Die The Acting Secretar
“~ €
sited Negapatan 1ately with me, and is fully au fait with the exist—
-
port,

ing state of affairs at.,the

I have the honor o be,

Your obedient servant,

4
Oomme lear R T
COommanaer ,D...L. .3

Presidency Port Officer
icer,

X1 i S b i

(189%") Department.
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To

Nepapatam
TAth April 1898

His Excellency

51!‘ mhur Blibank HBVQIOCK GQCOSII’G.C.I‘QG.

governor of Madras
Yort St George

Respectfully Sheweth

That your Memorialists the undersigned Merchants,
Traders and Others interested in the port of Negapatam approach

your Excellency with their earnest prayers -that your Bxcellency?’s

special attention be drawn to furthering the early provision of a

screw pile pier at Negapatam,as unanimously recommended in the

proceedings of the Committee appointed by G.0/dated 25th Pebruary
1891 No 74 Marine,to consider the aifficulties then,and at present

existing in the landing and shipping of goods at Negapatam,
Reference to the abovementioned Committee?’s deliberate

. N,
and unanimous report will remind your Excellency that the Committee

stated in Paragraph I5 of their Reporti-
" The one essential recuirement of the port is however

% the construction of the pier,and until this is built
" no appreciable improvement can be looked for,and the
% discontent of the mercantile commmnity both FTuropean,
v and Native,the substantial nature of which is

» undeniable,will remain without redress"

Nothing has been done towards the construction of the
pier required at Negapatamn as recommended by the abovementioned
Committee in Pebruary I89I,and your Memorialists respectfully and
urgently invite your Excellency’s early attention to the subject,

Your Memorialists submit that the recent ovening of
direct Railway communication between Peralam & Yarikal,must tend
to enable Xarikal,a Prench port,to become a greater competitor for
trade with Negapatam than it has hitherto been, The Railway at
Karikal has already been continued from the Karikal Railway

station to a point close to the office of the Captain of the Port

at Karikal,that is to within a few yards of the River Arasalar
which connects Xarikal Roads with the town.Prom the present




o e o

R - >
TVETIMEF YT D A PRI

present terminus of the Railway the ¥rench authorities at

Zarikal intend at an early date to continue the Railvay 1;;6 o

alongside the River Arasalar %0 the vicinity of the flagstaff at

the mouth of the River,and to construct a pier there whicﬁ will

enable cargo to be 1anded or shipped direct fram the Raillway

trucks into or out of boats. These facilities will obviously Zive

Rarikal very marked shipping and 1anding advantages which

Negapatam does not DPOSSESS. Another inducement 0 merchantse -0
prefer Rarikal,specially as a port of import,is that Karikal is a

free port and is not affected by the Indian mariff Act or any of

the restrictions,and duties payable ghereunder, The consequence 1s
t£hat consignees of cargo mich vrefer tO import without restriction
at Karikal(instead of at Negapatam)having to reay no duties there.
Under these circumstances it 1s the earnest hope of your
Memorialists that your ®xcellency will use your powerful
influence %0 further the early construction of the screw pile
pler required at Negapatam.

And your Memorialists as in duty bound will ever

prays
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