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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 797, Revenue, dated 16th February 1898 :—

Read—also the following despatch from the Right Honourable I, 00 ‘
HAMILTON, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to ]oﬁs Exlggl%iE
the Hon’ble the Governor in Council, Fort 8¢, George, dated India Off ¥
London, 20th January 1898, No. 1 Finaneial (Stores):— £ i S

With reference to the telegrams marginally-noted, I request that I‘-"inay ey

furnished with a full report on the circum- r

Loss of case of Service Postage Stamps at ~ stances attending the loss of a case of 1
Madras. stamps ez 8.8. “Mombassa ” in Oc W L

From the Governor of Madras, to the Secre- last, and on the steps taken for its re mﬁs e

tary of State, dated 18th December 1697.
From the Secretary of State, to the Governor

of Madras, dated 22nd December 1897. ;‘[’[hi‘it . the regulations in force at
From the Governor of Madras, to the Secre- adras for securing the safe delivery ez

tary of State, dated 6th January 1898, ship of postage stamps and other valuable

at once be reported to the proper authorities.

Order—Mis. No. 797, Revenue, dated 16th February 1898.

Paragraph 2 of the despateh will be referred to the Presidency Port Officer,
Madras, for a full and early report.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. 8. FORBES,
Ag. Seeretary to Government,

To the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, '
through the Marine Department.

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 970, Revenue, dated 24th February 1898 :—
Read—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 260, Revenue, dated 17th January 1898 :—
Read—the following G.0., No. 1, Marine, dated 4th January 1898 :—

Bead—the following letter from the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to the Secretary
to Government, Marine Department, dated 7th December 1897, No. 430 G

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of Government, that a
case said fo contain service postage labels addressed to the Superintendent of
Stationery which was discharged with other cargo from the 8.8. “ Mombassa ” into one
of the landing contractor’s boats abeut 7 p.. on the 3rd October last was found
missing on the contents of the boat being landed at the pier. b MBGe8 I 4 By

~ 2. The case does not appear to have been marked with a description of its
contents, and was addressed, ﬁ?ﬁ usual, to the Superintendent of Stationery.

R are s
- 2.4

3. The landing eontractor did not report. to the Agent for Government

o p—

ent Consign-.
‘being that he

ments the fact of the case Bemgmmsmg till the 8th October, his excuse
thought it was still on board of the ship. ‘ e

L -

2. I shall also be glad to beinfumwd_ Y

-

cargo, and for securing that any lossshall :

e .L TR Lo RS MR LTI [ MRS el e N B oyt
A Read—the following Pmeaedmgaofthe ‘Board of Reve
T T ed 20 ey

 Read—letter from the Superintendert of Star
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4. Tt is customary for any damage, &c., to Government cargo to be reported
to the Agent for Government Consignments without delay.

5. Every means has been taken to ascertain what has become of the missing case
but without success. The Aggnt,for Government Consignments is of opinion that it
‘may have fallen overhoard while in transit and if so, that it has gone to the bottom.
Being after dark this might have happened without any one being any the wiser.

6. The landing contractor is liable for the value of the contents of the case
as his tally clerk gave a receipt for it.

7. The face value is stated to be Rs. 99,000, but I think that only the intrinsic
value of the labels should be recovered from the contractor. What the valueis I have
not been yet officially informed but it is, I hear, about Rs. 350.

Read—also the following letter from the Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to the
Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 11th December 1897 2
. No. 439G..— , kg
In continuation of this office letter No. 430 G., dated Tth December 1897, I
have the honour ta inform you that the Superintendent of Stamps, Madras, has since
reported to this office that the intrinsie value of the case of service stamps found
missing per 8.8. ¢ Mombassa ” is Rs. 332, and its face value Rs. 99,000,

Order—No, 1, Marine, dated 4th ‘Jtinuary 1898. | i i

' The liability of the landing contractor for the loss should be enforced. The value

to be recovered will be decided in the Revenue Department. i T L
(True Extraet.)

(Signed) 8. B. MURRAY, . ..
L Ag. Under Secy. to Government.

.

y

To the Presidency Port Officer.
»  Revenue Department.

Order—Mis. No. 260, Revenue, dated 17th January 1898,

Referred to the Board of Revenue for report in continuation of aph 2 of
G.0., No. 81, dated 7th January 1898. : g et

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G.S.FORBES, . .
© Ag. Secretary to Government. .

Tlhds

'To the Board of Revenue (Separate quenﬁe).
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Asstascr.—Submitting farthe e
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n, dated 8th Uacember 1897, requesting the
srtain precautions proposed by him in- ‘
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Read—letter from the same officer, dated 6th January 1898 No. 5
ApsTracT.—Submits Py

ing reasons fo i .
from England, g T precaations proposed in respect of stamps shipped

——

Read—G.0., Mis. No. 260, Revenue, dated 17th January 1898 i

Resolution—Mis. No. 308, dated 26th January 1898

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0. N
1898, and in continuation of Board’s Prooeedi’ wE
ber 1897, the Board begs to submit the furth,

51, Revenue, dated 7th J
ngs, Mis. No. 4941, dated 12th Noyers.

the missing package of stamps. °t xeport therein referred to in regard to

2. The Superintendent of Stamps reports that ¢ ' :
ments has attempted to trace the missixlx)g ﬁ'zuseainh:lfa ke Govemgmnt:eonaign-

final opinion is that it must have fallen overboard and : e
the packages were landed at night. He is conﬁrm:«;l intl':&?st}};; i%fﬁfﬁ:‘?”“@ -
the contrac.tor entrusted with the landing of the packages had given a s ti; thongh
whole consignment, the officers of the Harbour Trust Board have not ta;‘l'}:aqt)hi?;a:g?

i g y

but the port diver has been unable to find any trace of the package,
3. To prevent similar losses in future the Su erintendent OEE i
Agent for Government Consignments make certain EJ)I_lg‘ge‘sti“onxs'l Ofoti;%%t}?mﬁlgind. {6

would recommend that the following may be submitted to the Secretary of State -

(2) That the packing accounts should be sent direct to the Superintendent of

Stamps instead of through the Agent for Government Consi ts
present so that they can be kept Enopened by the Supeﬁnwnmenjfs
assistant until the arrival of the steamer, thereby preventing
two offices from knowing the contents of the packages ;

e t(l)) That nl distinetion should be made in the hill o
and stationery packages and that all should be addressed as at pre ' i
tgndent of Stationery and should be numbered consecutively, pThsiin;It':etalllxiisng?nT
bined with () would prevent any one but the officers concerned with the de tcl;
and receipt of the cases from knowing which of them contain stamps and which d?:ot -

 (e) That all stamp and stationery packages should be, as far as possible of
poitorm size. This would tend o the same end. 1t is stated that at, prosens. o
boatmax(ldx)n {‘lﬁz ha;‘rlll)our linows which is stamps and which statioxieri; et S

t ackages econtaining stationer ld
between 6 a.xr. and GI;.M. ;gand lastly . i Btam_ps S . lited

. (¢) That the landing of stamp and stationery packages should b
a police guard. The object of these last two propZai is ogbvions. Mo i

4. Another alternative would be to land packages containing stamme. '
same precautions as are adopted in the case o? p::Euges mntaih%;tamx;d :lc.)g:
but the expense of this course would probably be regarded as prohibitive. ?

5. With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 260, dated 17th January 1898, the Board

begs to submit that it concurs* in th
* Vids last paragraph of Board’s Proceedings, proposal of the Presidency Port Officer t:
Mis. No. 4941, dated 12th November 1897. recover the intrinsic value of the case,

viz,, Bs. 832, from the landing contractor.
(True Extract.) :

(Signed) A, KRISTNASAMI IYENGAR,
Acting Assistant Secretary.

a8 is done at
Stamps or his
the subordinates of the

f lading between stamp

To the Secretary to Govez;nﬁlent; Revenne Departmént,
with enclosures in original,
Copy to the Superintendent of Stamps,
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—also the following letter from H. D. BADDELEY, Esq., Agent for Government
Read. alsgJ on:igg ments,g to the Secretary to Govemmen,t, Marine Departmgnt, dated

Madras, 16th February 1898, No. 404 :—

With reference to your telephone message of yesterday’s, I ha_ve the honom: to
forward herewith the copy of eontract for the year 1895——9§ for -lanrhx_lg and removing
Government stores as the terms of contract and parties are identical with those of the
current year, the only change being in the schedule of rates.

2. The Contractor P. Devarajulu Nayudu has deposited Rs. 1,000 in promissory
note for the fulfilment of his contract.

e

Endorsement thereon of the Marine Department No. 101-E.

Transferred to the Revenue Department with reference to telephone message 4
from that department of the 15th instant, 4
| (Signed) 8. B. MURRAY, o

16th February 1898. Ag. Under Secretary to Government. !

D —

Order—Mis. No.. 970, Revenue, dated 24th February 1898. i

The Government approves the proposal that only the intrinsic value of the .l
stamps lost, namely, Rs. 332, should be recovered from the landing contractor, subject, i
however, to his contingent lLiability for any loss that may subsequently arise, as if, for
example, it should prove that the stamps or any of them were really made away with
and disposed of to the public, and the Government should suffer loss in consequence.
The necessary steps will be taken by the Presidency Port Officer.

2. The Board’s suggestions as to the shipment and landing of stamp cases in
future will be considered on receipt of the report called for in G.0., No. 797, dated
16th February 1898, from the Presidency Port Officer.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) . G. 8. FORBES,
~Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Marine Department, with an enelosare.
» Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue),
with copy of G.0., No. 797, dated 16th February 1898.

L g

Reao—also the following letter from H. A. STREET, Commander, R.I.M., Presidency
Port Officer, to the Seeretary to Government, Marine Department, dated
Madras, 3rd March 1898, No. 89-G, :-—

With reference to Marine Department endorsement order, No. 105-E., dated
19th February 1898, respecting the information required by the Secretary of State
for India in paragraph 2 of his letter, No. 1, Financial (Stores), dated 20th January
1898, T have the honour to acquaint you that I am informed by the Agent for Govern-
ment Consignments that postage stamps and other valuable cargo, with the exception
of specie and currency notes, are landed under the same conditions as ordinary Gov-
ernment consignments, for they are shipped as such, are not separately stowed on
board and generally are mixed up with the ordinary cargo of the ship ; that is to say,
the packages are supposed to be landed in boats sent specially for Government =
consignments by the landing contractor in accordance with the terms of his contract, =
but if occasionally happens, especially at night, that Government packages are
discharged into boats other than those sent by the landing contractor, and it has been.
found impracticable to prevent this oceurring. gl el AT A
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2. The cases containing postage stamps are addressed to the Superintendent of
Stationery and have no special distinguishing mark. 8§ '
the other hand, are shipped and landed under speci
high rates of freight are charged. Such Packages part from the ordinary

cargo of the ship, and are not discharged untj] g Police guard arrives on board to
take charge of them.

3. T attach a copy of the Standing Orders of the Agent for Government Consign-
ments to the landing contractor,

4. The difficulty attending the regulating of the discharge and landing of Gov-
ernment consignments after dark was brought to the notice of Government by me in’
my letter, No. 152-G., dated 10th April 1889, and the Government in their Order,
No. 197, dated 1889, directed in gi '

f stamps after

5. 1 submit herewith a mem y the Agent for Government Consignments b

on the subject of the loss of the cases of stamps, and giving expression to his views

as to the best way of guaranteeing in future the safety of such 'Yaluabl’e' cargo, In e

these views I eoncur,

Excrosurzs,

Standing Orders of the Agent Jor Government Comiynments, Madras, Jor guidance OF thes ITHER,

Laxding Oontractor. o

)

ry of any primﬁé pﬁkag'és-’br;gobda

pecially instructed fo do so by this office, orany »

packages addressed to local societies. If in doubt as to the status of the consignee, lot the.

package go into the Custom House and report,

the ship,
should be engaged, so that the mo
inside of the harbour.

3. On sending boats to
the Chief Officer
office with a copy. Each
Code supplied until ¢

a8 soon as landed,

5. When casks containing spirits, oil, tar, or other liquids are to he Ianded; the Landing ;
Contractor will take notice of their #ituation in the hold of the ship, and whether 900ds of a heavy
nature have been stored on top of them, in which case intimdtion should at onece be sent to
this office. : A ‘ . ; v

6.
he will, : 2 ime :
7. The Landing Contractor will submit rep s00n as possible
after it leaves the ship’s side ; as a rule the report vat as ﬁ&?ﬂg thg, o
stores, and the time at which the report was made over to the tindal should he noted onit. No .
remarks can be accepted after a receipt- has been granted to the ship. Such remarks
state exactly the causes of the damage and nothing else, : i A e 4

b A

T

R ¢
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No. %4/, Revenue,

2. The cases containing postage stamps are addressed i
Stationery and have no spzcial distinguishing mark. Spet}0 - Supenptendent 2

: e and L 1 7
the other hand, are shipped and landed under special conditions, ani‘g;ettl;&: (;trﬁ%f:; 5
high rates of freight are charged. Such packages are stowed apart from the ordinary

cargo of the ship, and are not discharged until a Polj ok T L
take charge of them. ¥ olice guard arrives on bogrd to -

3. I attach a copy of the Standing Orders of th A L e LT
ments to the landing contractor, = ¢ Agent for Government Consign-

4. The difficulty attending the regulating of ¢ sac) v PTEEy LT
eérnment consignments after dark was brt(’)ught g) thtle] ig:is:;l ?)l‘;gg:::ml?::??_gbd G‘?!‘
my letter, No. 152-G., dated 10th April 1589, and the Government in l;h -yd‘;g .
No. 197, dated 11th May 1889, directed, for reasons. therein given, that th A sers
for Government Consignments must make arrangements for takmgld 111*’ weticy Go genk
ment stores similar to those made by private consignees, and at like hﬁ; Govern-
beg to draw special attention to paragraph 8 of the letter e L o ke
the landing of stamps after dark. ,@W qm“ ltnté“

5. 1 submit herewith a memorandum by the Agent for Government
on the subject of the loss of the cases of stamps, and giving expre
as to the best way of guaranteeing in future the safety of sneh v.
these views I econcur. i B

Encrosurgs,

Standing Orders of the Agent for Government Consiygnments, Madras, for guidance of the.
Landing Contractor. sl b

= o8

1. The Landing Contractor should not take delivery of any private kages or goods = <
addressed to a consignee by name unless specially instructed to do by this .office; or any
packages addressed to local societies. If in doubt as to the status of ‘the consignee, let the
package go into the Custom House and report. clise S

2. The Landing Contractor Jill apply at this office for the Tounage Accoun
expected from England ; and if'explosives or other dangerous goodsare expected, he will esti
mate the number of boats required and sapply snch number of boats as will prevent delay to
the ship. 'When the number of boats required is not in excess of 20, the fall number of boats.
should be engaged, so that the moment the last boat’s cargo is loaded, the steamer can come -

inside of the harbour.

3. On sending boats to a steamer to land cargo, the Landing Coutractor will hand over to
the Chief Officer a list showing the number of the boats engaged by him and also furnish this
office with a copy. Each boat while so engaged will fly the flag Pendant G of the Commercial
Code supplied until the work is completed. ' ' B

4. The Landing Contractor will try to arrange that all small packages such as stamp cases
are landed by masula boats and brought directly opposite the godown of the Agent for Govern-
ment Consignments. He will also have a sufficient number of coolies in readiness to carry
these packages at once to the godown, and will be held responsible that they are placed there
as soon as landed. ; o et | : TR o Y

5. When casks containing spirits, oil, tar, or other liquids are to be landed, the Landing
Contractor will take notice of their situation in the hold of the ship, and whether goods of a heavy
nature have been stored on top of them, in which case intimition should at once be sent to
this office. ) . ghsd T ot ; Lk Shp B st

6. When the Landing Contractor is requested $o arrange for the landing of heavy weights,
he will, when the arrangements are complete, report to the Agent for Government Consignments.

7. The Landing Contractor will submit reports of damage to cargo as soon

*

after it leaves the ship’s side ; as a rule the report should be sent by the same boat as ta
stores, and the time at which the report was made over to the tindal should he noted on
remarks can-be accepted after a receipt has been granted to the ship. Such remarks
state exactly the causes of the damage and nothing else. oo RS
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Memorandum,

No precautions are possible under the conditions
shipped as ordinary cargo, and are discharged in the same manner by day and by

9. This office has instructed the landing contractor to 1 i) e’ tumbdint .
4o use Masula boats for landing the cases a.;d to carryrthga'legzggkgsz: l:,]l.?gm diately, also

3. Masula boats are not allowed to ply after 6 p.M., so the missin s T
lighter with other cases. It was supposed that the case ne missing case was landed in a
oégcurrence. © 0438 was overcurried, s not uncommon

4. A loss of this kind was contemplated years a L ALy
regarding the desirability of imposing re}s’trictiogs on f.hg: ,l&n‘?ﬁgz;mh
dark ; but they refused to make any change. Subsequently curregc notEs it
special rates of freight, and are now landed in charge of police gor tes were
carried as ordinary cargo. Until this procedure is adopted in iR &&w yea
4ions can be taken, as there can be no segregation of the packages ety EEmere
distributed in various boats as they come to hand, and & namber T ST gy :
attendance day and night, though possibly the packages might not be pni oﬁt .
following day. : PR e

5. In the present instance some of the boats containin
the pier all night, and the contractor had & watchman. ' The
reporting the loss at once ; but he thought the case was on 4
been satisfactorily landed in this manner for many years withont loss,
that the missing case was stolen. The object of treating these P‘Wl’%“ e
been to save freight, and I always make a point of treating ‘them in the same n
Janded, because to call attention to certain packages as valuable without poss
means of guarding them is merely to invite theft. SRR

util the

11

6. T would also point out that, I have no legal control aver any package until ey
by the contractor whlc)) alone is responsible by d%; and night. Pﬁ 8? ’*:ii %ﬁg&ﬁ »
L4 F Wy ¥ 40 TRL A H\*‘é"’."ﬁ‘: : \

7. Obviously the only real precaution is, that these consignments should be Hh;mﬂmé ;
landed under the same conditions as currency notes, i.e., payment of special freight, and deli-
very made to a police guard. Personally I should be only too glad if this arrangement could
be made asit‘wonld relieve me from much anxiety. Before deciding on this course, it will be
as well to consider the very large extra cost involved, the previous immunity from any loss, and
whether the adoption of a few simple rules may not still farther reduce the risk of loss by theft,
the principal one to be guarded against. ks AR

8. The freight paid during the last ten years amounted approximately to £3,600 or
£1-12-6 per ton of 40 cubic feet, Had the stores been shipped and landed under the same eon-
ditions as eurrency notes nuw are, the freight would have been £14,360 or £6-10~0 per ton. ani .
increase of over £1,000 per annum or about Rs. 16,500 per annum, : Lok et it Ty

i
- i e ¥ i

9. To avoid this heavy extra charge I would suggest the following changes :— s

a) Stamp and stationery packing accounts to be despatched by the Indie Office. if
possibhg, SO a8 topreach this office a £e€1:18;ys afwy'tﬁp ee d arrival o ; ﬂ,ie I_ndia Qmoe,;t :

(1) These packing accounts o be ina sealed cover, and to Be handed over to the
department after the stores are delivered. e ar P bbb o
(») No distinction to be made in bills of hdingbetwaen stamp and Stationery s
ages. All (as ab present) to be addressed Superintendent of Stationery, and to be numbere
consecutively withont marking on any package the nature of its contents.
(d) Each of these packages to be enclosed in outer cases of exactly similar pattern, If
the smaller boxes now in use are still required several counld be éncbbéd{in: a large outer case
similar to the other stamp and stationery packages. O i S SRy

t¢) All these packages to be of such s size asto weigh not less than 3 cwt. The
precautions seem to me to supply full security against any loss eft il
carefully organised robbery. . ‘

10, Tt is probable that steamship companies might agree to discharge this portion o
their cargo between certain hours, e.9., 7 a.m. to 3 P.M., On nt of a small addition to freight
provided that no detention to steamer was coused thereby, and that if likely to be so caused '
steamer to proceed to Caleutta, and land the cases on her return voyage. i

11. This would make it necessary to employ only the vessels of the MMTndia(ﬁmpmy

for stationery and stamp cargo. as this is the only line h‘“mregﬂhr AR : o

se vessels rarely have cargo todxschm'ﬂ here on homeward voyage, the matter
might be arranged. A police guard could also be supplied as the time of discharge would
then be known. e 1o

prevailing by which i nfg‘h 11 m;'
sey i _

s S AR . -y e
7 A f:; l,‘w- iﬁ::‘ e | . M‘mﬂ@ngf)ﬂ’- .

‘N o.:i# /s lem M—? Juxe 1898.

though taken in under careful supervision by the ship’s officers
freight is paid as for general cargo, and this office has no control

(Signed)  H. D. BADDELE‘E; i
Sy Agent for Government Consignments.

Lostiser

.. Endorsement thereon of the Marine Department, No. 169-E.

| rded to the Revenue Department with reference to endorsement in that
sartmont, Mis. No, 797, dated 16th February 1898.
Ba) e ) (Signed)  C. H. B. BURLTON,
~ Under Secretary to Government.
L Department, with G.0., No. 107, Marine,
-4’3%3""’““’ B ted 11¢h May 1689, to be returned.

 Omomr—No.%4/, Revenue, dated /- Juno 185,

Pt g [ i
a2 ki) -t

l ~ Ordered that the following d
| be addressed to the Right Honourab
g Ttisclear that the Agent for Government Consignments did not count the
. stamp packages carefully a0 ho reported. that 63 cases had been landed, while the
~ otreot number was only 62. The Agent should be informed that he has incurred the
Yotirs disploastro of GoveRlEut " VS TN TS PRI

HEA G ,

i, e bR SR e ey AR 4 G

s KRR

S HEh= ol

fLi e

the Board of Revenue (Separste Revenuve). i
% e Marine Bepartment, with G.O., No. 197, Marine, |
ik PORATImIEL Y dated T1th May 1889 (returned).
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