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" Examacrof Proceedings of the TRUSTEES or 11e HARBOUR

-

oF MADRAS, at a Meeting held at the Offices of the

the
189 8.

Board on _ Friday _2th

T 1 eI

day

May

i Bead G,0.Marine,No,357,dated 7th May I898,directing

publication in the Fort SL George CGazelle of nolification

under the Land Acquisition Act No.I of I884,in respect of

certain land at “assimods threatened with erosion by the

®gea,to be acquired on behalf of the Harbour Trust Board,

Read also drafit letter to the Secretary to Governmentb, b seet

Marine Department,requesting,that for reasons given,in the
Ohairman’s letter No.7I4,dated IBth May,the draft rotification
sanctioned may be cancelled,as the Trustees have repudialed

all responsibility for erosion,and fTor the maintenance of the

protective revetment,

Resolved Lhal the draft leltexr is approved.
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Trﬁe Extract
HARBOUR TRUST

MADRAS-1 JUN.Y%
SECRETARY'S 0F FigE

- :
Secretary,

T

Harbour Trust Board.
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. MADRAS, Als-
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: JJl.Atkinson Bsq 1.C.5.,

- oW BLdeWinbon Esq, ; ‘ | b

e T Have the honour ho aclnowledge ghe receipht

7th May 1898 No,SE7 Marine,and to request thaﬁ? tHe

sanchtioned in accordance with my lefter *10.4825 da.te\d,
VR

a.nuary 1898 may be cancelled.‘

L

| 25-

Y ; ioreshore t.o the nort.h of’ T,.h i 1@
- &;; x«,\c& ¢ ey 1ett.er i [o 8 7?4 dared I8nH msmm
: ?h*' /‘*vﬁ*"’ﬂ‘"““‘ all responsibility in t,be m:itter and "bv
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From (R
The Chairman,
~ Harbour Trust B
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. the whole question. Smnp then I have been eminvoxmng to’ aolleet mﬁormmon on the past hmtnry [

© from the sea. Bat a fow years after the commencement of the Hachnm- Wm-h.‘,

No. 714, ' B s P
HARBOUR TRUST OFFICE,
Mabiss, 13th May, 1898,

oy Al ot G

“J. N. ATKINSON, Esq, 1. C. 8,
Cramruax, Hazsour Tausr Bosen,
Madras.

W. B. pEWINTON, Eﬁq.,

SECRETARY 10 (GoVERNMENT,
Marine Department.

.

Sz,

‘ In my letters No. 5458, dated 18th March, and Nos. 35 and ld dated 4th and 13th Apnl I
* have brought to the notice of Government that the Harboar Trast Board is of opinion that it should ~
. no longer be held responsible for the proteotion of the foreshore of Madras to north of the Harbour : i

and in the second of these letters I stated that this Board wonld address Goverament at length on :

of the subject: but, as this Board was only eon%ttuud in 18813, and it has, therefore, no mpx«dn
earlier dute, and since it would take long to obtain & comple* file of all‘ mfaml dmmb fm
the Govemmentaﬂiml, ﬁe Bosrd has GW oonndermq '

s nb;oct ooﬂs&ed in m own oﬂmg.

8 'i‘he Ea.rbonr Worka were commenoedm 1
to that, there had been an intermission or at

attracted to the erosmn that was going on a.long the Boyapnnm more. Ey

i
3 R It i well known. tm sll vound tho |

nnyﬂnng, other than the Harbom-; bat thy Haquur Trast Bo;nl is of opmmn ﬂw.t, mt,bo{u
 proof after adequate investigation, it would be rash to assame. th the | mmnry process QE
north of the Harboar was duo wholly or pnttly ta‘that sh*nut‘nvsk et SR

ninsnlar, and more pi
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_of & mere theory never substantiated and hardly even formulated. Aod now the height A G ]

‘general question of reuponmhahty, and T venhwe therefox-o to oﬁar a few remarks on this @epeul

2

12. ‘The lisbility" 6! the Board [ mm& the proboctive mabmmﬁ ‘may bm been ].91& 55.1”
established by onejor bith of only tivo ruggested hypothesis. Ouve of these is that rsfan-ed ﬁq in para,
above, and as there stuted, the Board mmntmas that tbew naver . waa any proof of tl’ns hypuﬂhagrs ﬂiﬂ
gt wbat end«ua thore, Em tends to disproveit, 31 . ¥, .

it 13. Tlm oihas “,1 mm receqt 'hypotkesm is to the eﬁect ﬂm}. ;he eroslnnisﬂue to%hs M
tion offered by the Earbcmr to the normal f’ttmi deift of sand; the northward drift to north of the =
Harbour esntinuing umggﬁmuptelly, while no sand can come from tha sonth to supply ihs@ﬂ'a’edf"
 what has gona.  The attrastivenoss and plammbdmy of this hypothssta is dae mpd.y to hﬁe ytent fact
. that Jarge qugm.mg ofﬂn gha.ve banked up wiainst the sonth arn, while uone is visible to &emﬁﬂ
-~ of the Harbour'so far as ﬁw, pmmhva revetment extends, But the theory is open wormﬁisakm a
dozen: directioni Thnx assumes that the sundy foreshore or beach that is mbla where 1o 1

menl‘, exists ig fed and Wimmd sﬂ.ely by sand cwrried in snapenswn ulong the ses margin. M
ﬂ,m is absé»lntg!y no gr md of which the Harbour Trust Boarld i is aware for halding that saad umw
also mubhu inin oonstdpmble qaantities fom the &eeper waber bqond the surf line, and the fnvﬁh‘él‘
#pv\cm of e L‘!Wp sea; ’wa tha Board believes tha: Sie A, Rendel has given his epinion in wvoui of
Isbis mnteuhan. ’i“hwt t’ne‘rb is a movemeant of sand in dep water is cortain, snd can be proved indis-
. as, for instance, ’by the eonstant discoloaration of the water in depth, up to 9 fathoms to S. B, K.
I of the Harhour in a.]l ba blm caim !at weathur Thm &xm’[oumtwu must i:a m ﬁs uﬁ&'-im&

6 The precedont huving onee been seb, was followed unqaestioningly : Government itselé cone
{inning to extend the protective revetment so long as the Harbosr Wanks vemained in i diteck mr
trol, and the Harbour Trust Board accepting the obligation as bindiog onit, In 1nB1 an extension m
given to the principle of responsibility, Harbour funds being far ime first tiwe debied with the cosb
of protecting property not from actual erosion, but from the real or fancicd risk of it, and fo porsnance
of this new departure, "at one time or another 24 acres of landed estate hpve beon aequived, nal becanw
it had been washed away or damaged, but merely because its seonrity wis supposed  to be emimmel‘é&
Out of this extent abont 10 acres remain intact to this day, so gronndlsss were the fears then entor taineds
And here it is well to draw attention to the remark in pars. 2 of the Report of the Committee apjioi dm :
under G. O.; 24th December 1481, No. 3186W. “It is to be noted first of all, that lotyz before the H: abour
Works were commenced, there had bren continual erosion and loss of lund. 15:' tbe enem‘e‘hmolit of o
sea, snd some of the claimants for compensation had, by 1876, when the Harbour Works were obw

menced, lost a considerable part of the laud which they ima ¢
gined or say they imlgin d, mi
possession. Vide G. O., 8th March 1882, No. 601W. ’ . iy

beach to the north in such force as to prodace the dmstmus ramlﬁsﬂbsermd, Btft xtwcm;b oi e ;7’{
question to suppose that an ocean current could be dnerbed by an insignificant gtroctuve’ like the “ { "M" y
Harbour, and what eddy there is, is quite powerless to produce the resalis observed.

8. The Board has now initiated experiments and is taking evidenco to test the direction of the
currents north of the Harbour, and £nds that, so far asthese experinieuts have gone, the evidence is that
thereis no carrent from the eastern face of the Harbour towards Royapuram or Cassimode, but that
the general trend is in a direction parailel to the shore, so that the current passing the Harbour
mouth does not impinge on the beach dnywhere at all,

9. In my letter No, 3468, dated 18th March, I mentioned that the Board had already
spent or béen debited with a total sum of Rs, 7,98,038 on the construction and repair of protective
works : and io addition a sum of Rs. 18,593 bas been expended in the purchase of land that had either
been washed away, or was supposed to be t,hraatened with erosion. This very heavy expendi-
tare has been thrown on the trade of the port, not from any proved liability, bui on account

absurdity is reached when the Municipal Commission and the Madras Railway endeavour to saddle . )
the Board with responsibility for the effects of a slight storm—on December 5th—when both wind
and sea came from the N. E. and when the damage which occurred is entirely attribatable to those m
forces, as was similar damage observed elsewhere on the coast on the same date. It is intolerable M i
the trade of the port should contmue to be &Hod on o pmbeot the pmporty of others from the acts qu ‘
Providence.

10 1In the above paras, I have indicated tbe grounds on whnch the Harbonr Trust Bau'd con-
siders that Harbour Funds should never from the first have been burdened with the cost of pro- i
tecting Royapuram and Cassimode from the sea. But the mistake was made, and it is perhaps toolate
now to amend it. The present position of affairs is that, there is a long protective revetment, which
requires immediate repair, and future maintenance ; - and that beyoud the northern end of the revetment Gl o
the sea i8 continuing its encroachments. The immediate question is who is responsible for the repairs
to, and maintenance of, the revetment ; md who is responslble tupmtact the land to north from the mﬁ?
The Harbour Trast Board mpndmﬁeﬂ responsxlnhty in either vase.

'11. The Board was on the point of taking Gonnsel*s epmxou on ths cgues&wu ,,f mpmﬁ*hmfﬁ
upkeep of the protective revetment, when fortunately it received notice of & suit from the owner. ﬂ.*
‘godown, on account of damage thereto in the storm of December 25th last. = The muenmﬁusgqo ‘

be here discussed, but it is not unlikely that the  case will be decided on a side issue and not i
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a6 it is onaoted * t mgks provision for the regnla
improvement of the Harbour of Madpge In section 9 (8) * Harhour

i g groyues and the

> and section 6] g
classes is as followg it (6) ]

“the Harbour as shall be expedient for the

i t d
ment s cortainly not wanted
the Act having been declared to be * the rass

Trustees are of opinion that that rantnieaé
of the Act. There is no other provision in the

have been congtructed by the Trustees, and they
Auy part of the fands en
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