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R R S R o {rade of Nagore.—AD analysis of the trade account _(appendix No. 6) ik
/Liows tf::ﬁ; total v{:lué of imports and exports from the year 1867 to 1897 averaged e
el as under :i— | et s ' ‘
. Wu |
1867— 1880 ave e e wes , »l .. rg ‘T. ."' ses ;&3’;98‘?3 =
( T \7\1 \vT ~ M DH o 1880-"‘]890 e u: N o-‘- e e ree en ,17:500
G)‘v hR; P\ EL Ol‘ A Ab- \ 1890"'"1897 o s oee s wee e aee ) ;

: There was a sudden fall in 1880 which nearly ‘oomelﬂesmﬁlthe complatign,
?/ of ‘the South Indian Railway from Negapatam to Madras in 1879 f-an_lncldeqt which,
 paturally enough, altered the relative importance of the two ports Iefr{ considerably.
 Since that date, the trade of the port of Nagore has rapidly diminis ed mml_ by a
bt ol petification in Revenue Department, G.O-, No. 475 of 18th September 1896 (appendix
BUIR gl LY, the port was closed to foreign trag;. - : A . . , i
AEESh e ot Nagore port over Negapatam.—The Fre idency Port Officer’s
RN 7 A (fmtyﬂg{ 7 :gates{hat ships c:% anchor closer nith&n at ﬁegapabam, that
TepOr N ond river are both deeper than at that port, and that, given railway connec
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Railway.

Read the following papers :— | rep
i ﬁ@w : : ] S Pk = T Rae .
From—The Secretary to the Govt. of India P.W. Dept. ' the trade of Nagore,, once 'oonudgﬁbfe’ ml.ghnmm”’ AR VMY g (L o o e
To—The Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Ms;dms, P.W. Dept., Ry. Branch. sl SO L t:l;‘ P?hﬁo?ntgig;:hcfgggmé?ﬁ 1,;::3:}6 pﬂ:ﬁeﬁi’éﬂ?&ﬁg@pﬁ%:u : ,
iy ’ B ; agore 1 _ A y | DOA Ay e y ‘i 1
Dated (/alcutta, llth Febmal'y 1898, NO. 191 RC. “(:romt%f;\r&eteﬂmmdgﬁbﬂéiﬁonoﬁhlh' | S :l'J,_]":” ; le}‘.'hud'_m! ‘.“",_f'-v ih }"il l ;".‘

" Tuereasing deterioration of Negapaiar
e onrd of Diroctors, No.
o in G.0., No. 108 R. of 20th .
[ U, 1 ‘r it l‘l‘iﬁd‘o‘ﬁtt vith
been Hird

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 107 R., dated 20th
January 1898, submitting the detailed project amounting to Rs. 2,60,723 of the cost
of the proposed Negapatam-Nagore branch of the South Indian Railway with an. 1ed
intimation that the Government of Madras endorse the favourable anticipations of the . Neoapatam has yearly
success of the line which have been expressed by the Agent, and trust that its construc- = s G2 % backwater, and tha at
tion as part of the South Indian Railway will be authorized. Latee fig P9 ﬁ?ﬁlg frah 10 D40

9. In reply I am to say that, in the opinion of the Government of India, it would R A0
be desirable if the financial anticipations of the Agent could be supported by some
estimate of the traffic now existing between Negapatam and Nagore which is likely to
reach the railway, and to request that such an estimate may be furnished with the views
of the Government of Madras as to its value. ' g

—

Note prepared. in the office of the Cong. Engr. for Rys., Mudras, dated 22nd Feb. 1898.

| In connection with a project for the extension of the Tanjore-Negapatam Branch
of the Sonth Indian Railway to N agore, & suburb of N egap;um'-a;% manﬁ ngm A
41 ‘miles, the Government of India has asked for an estimate of the traffic existing

between Negapatam and Nagore. |
The following information on the subject is available in the records of this

9

office : — , i R
9 Former prosperity of Nagore—A petition presented to Mr. Betts (Agent of ]
> the South Indian Railway) in July 1894 (see appendix No. 1) by the . principal ¢

inhabitants of Nagore, states that, in former days, the port possessed a large foreigt
trade with the Straits Settlements, Sumatra, Burma and Ceylon. ‘The port dues are «
said to have realized Rs. 3,000 per annum, and the duties on imports and exports
L - Rs. 50000. : T T ‘ naty. gt ol "3";”‘3“_Wﬂ‘w‘r:r"‘-- £ ey .“;;.,
" A later memorial presented to His Excellency the Governor in I@ﬁ{g’las? =
SE (appendix No. 5) states that the foreign trade consisted i betel nuts, "ﬁxhb;ei-"‘m
A mports), and cotton cloths, carthernware and bones (exports). 8
petitions assert that Nagore possesses greater natural facilities as a port an its
neighbour Negapatam, both bar and river being deeper than at that port, and that the
decadence of the foreign trade is due to the fact that Negapatam has railway communi-
P RTISS 1

o

cation which Nagore does not possess. e
b These assertions are borne out by a statement of the trade account of Nagore
submitted by the Assistant Superintendent, Nagore, fo the Port officer, Negap:
appendix Jo. 6), and forwarded to Government with a report by the I
Oﬁ'Oﬁcer in y1897 (appendix No. 7)- ol St Petat ST G ‘b‘ﬂ_'f:"
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The petition of 1896 to the Collector (No. 2) asserts that this matter has been
investigated by the Head Assistant Colleetor of Tanjore, but his report is not
contained in the records of this office.
Pilgrim traffie.—The Agent, Qouth Indian Railway (appendix No. 8), antici-
pates a large pilgrim traffic: the temple of Nagore being, a8 he says, Very celebrated.
The petition of 1894 (appendix No. 1) reports that the temples are visited every
week by about 4,000 pilgrims and that, during the annual festival (Kandiri), not less
than 100,000 devotees assemble from distant parts.

APPENDIX No. 1.

Memorial from —The Inhabitants of Nagore (Negapatam Munici pality)-
To—The Agent, South Indian Ry. T'richinopoly.
Dated —28th July 1894.

Most respectfully showeth,—That your honoot’s memorialists, being aware of
the deep interest and solicitude taken by you i promoting the prosperity of
commercial centres by the extension of railway communication, beg to submit the
following points touching the necessity of connecting the port ofe Nagore by railway
with the adjoining station of Negapatam on the South Indian Railway.

9. Nagore 1s @ seaport town just 4 miles north of the town of Negapatam, and
stands on the bunks of the river Vettar. Though ranking as 2 part of Negapatam for
munieipal administration; it is really a big cuburb, and contains a population of 16,553

ereons, consisting of a large proportion of Muh dans. Most of the people of the
town are engaged in trade, which may be either inlan reign according as the
transactions are with places in the up-country oT with foreign ports. A few are
owners of vessels and import merchandise either on their own account of for commission.
The river Vettar which forms the northern boundary of the town has an outlet into
the sea which at this place is both broad and deep forming 40 excellent bar. In fact
the port 18 naturally well adapted for pavigation €0 that at all times sloops, dhoneys,
boats and other nafive crafts may pass full en from the sea into the river and may

lie in for repail with great security. po gses also many facilities for the
landing and shipping of railway materials and stores, such as plant, coal, &e.

3. Turning to the history of the port, it isa well known fact that a few years
ago, Nagore Was one of the most thrivipg ports in the district, and its prosperity is
attested to by t of its having yielded an annual income of Ks. 4,000 in po
dues, and a 1€v out Rs. 50,000 in jmport and export duties. It carried on
a brisk trade with the Straits Settlements, Arakan, British Burma, Ceylon, Calcutt®,
Acheen in Sumatra, and other Tn eourse of time, with increase of business, it8
only drawback, viz., the ab eans of direct access to the port by railway,

began to make itself felt. 1t was this difficulty of speedy means of transport that

drove merehants to resort to the port of Negapatam in spite of its various naturat

defects. From that time, the trade of the port has languished and 2 good many persons
once in a state of affluence or in easy circumstances have been r1educed to poverty.

4. Your honour’s memorialists have learned to their great gri

the projected ¢} Government of India have accorded their sanction to a scheme

Peoral
Ka ikkal

ams=

Jine.

Buch evils

may be

o

rtially
remedied.

French port of Karaikkal (their northern ngaighbonr) with Peralam on the M
Mutupet Railway. No measure could, in the OpimioR of your honour’s !
memorialists, be frau i gerious .consequences- to Her Majesty’s
subjects of Nagore and Negapatam than this project of © ning up & 'r}val
railway communication. 1t 18 low to the commercial -
two British ports d will end in depriving many th
their only chanc® nor is 1t to sta ‘
will thereby acerue to the South [ndian Ralway and Government. ir honovT
memorialists are glad that they are not alone in pointing out the evil effects of t
measure just sanctioned. v |
5. The effect of the scheme which your ‘memorialists have the honour to iaR
pefore you will, it is hoped, go to some extent to repair the evil a_lreay}y done @
will arrest too large an ipflux of trade to that port by creating @ diversion in fa¥
of the British port of Nagore. e
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 foreshore which would traverse much less valuable ground.
oo, Whl ‘The Traffic Manager also. reported on the carr
. and recommended it for favourable consideration, al
d tap an enormous passenger traffic, he
;ou;-reugm?ts.«.&ow.mv onal

; : e

o District Board, Mr. H. M. Winterbotham, referred
Divisional officer for his investigation and report.

Meanwhile, Government referred the memorial sent o it to the President of the
District Board in its G.O., No. 794 D. of 18th August 1894, ¢forwarding for
| from the inhabitants of Nagore praying that a

3. The then President of th
the matter in good faith to the

favourable consideration a memoria ; P
railway be opened from Negapatam to Nagore a distance of 4 miles.” This ' 'was : 2
also referred to the Head Assistant Collector along with South Indian Railway Agent’s ;;23 jods tre:
letter above. i i P e
: : A Ad e Henlty ¢ to the 81
4. The Head Assistant Collector carefully investigated the matter, colle(;ted’ : J_“;? e nﬁﬁg:%e that N
nd the enormous road traffic, received "J,* R REaR eI g Pf TP g R

he Local Sea Customs a ;
ort officer, Negapatam, and recommended '5’-}

tor called for an estimate and plan
tting the necessary information from

necessary statistics from t
a favourable report on the scheme from the P
the scheme. Upon this, the District Collee
from South Tndian Railway Agent and, after ge
him, referred the matter to the Taluk and Municipal Board, Negapatam, wpo.strongly
and unauimously recommended the feasibility of the seheme. The memorialists were
led by this to believe that nothing stood in the way of the fulfilment of the object 11
view, and they were astonished to see yout honour’s memorandum circulated to the
members, district board, stating “this isa line which, it has been asserted, woul
ay. I surmise that, if that were so certain. the South Indian Railway would have
made it long ago. 1t seems to me little wanted and, if made, it will not benefit 'ghe
district board rate-payers. It any one is fo make this line it is South Indm‘n“

Railway,” after having hopefully and patiently waited for the past two years. :
at they themselves are a

5. Now your memorialists humbly beg to point_vut th Lves
fraction of the many rate-payers in Nagore who would be benefited by _this line, of
which, they were needless prior to the sanction of the Government to the Peralam-
Karikal line, which they predict to be an impending great Joss to Government and the
South Indian Railway and to be a deathblow to the commercial prosperity of the
Negapatam port, now in low ebb owing to the wretched condition of its bar for
landing and shipping. This can only be remedied by opening this short line with
ilities of which can M

»

comparatively little or 1o cost to Nagore port, the natural fac
ascertained from the report of the Port officer, Negapatam. B
¢ hononr will be pleased to°

8. Your memorialists therefore humbly request you
peruse all the papers concerned once more, and recommend the scheme 10 Govemm@nﬁi &

for sanction.
For which act of kindness, your hopour’s memorialis

ever pray.

ts will, as in duty bound, :

”
—

Arpexpix No. 3.

-

Extract from the letter from the Agent, South Indian Railway, to the Managing ;
Director, London, dated Trichinopoly, 23rd June 1896, No. 487, G

Negapatam-Nagore Railway. N

I anm informed by the Consulting Engineer for Railways b
of Tanjore has decided nof to take any steps towards the advanc
extension from Negapatam to Nagore, on_the gmu’ndsvf_,_hg;- t
by this line are mot ppﬁicientlyvgeneml to justify. the ap
lovied on the whole of the Tanjore district- “Under these cire
ealting Bnginoor desives to know whether I eonsicor the project one WiC
be desirable for the “South Indian Railway. to gonsgggt'fg its_own .‘bgneﬂt
so, whether 1 am prepared to recommend jts construction to_the Board. In
this question, I have said that 1 am prepated to :gdommensi the construction 0f &
. tramed a rough estimate of the
o the lizo worked

extension, LAY

- Towards the end of 18014 the ‘Chiet Engineer frameC 8 FOTE-,
cost of making tho Negapatam-Nagore uxtension. The length of the'l
out to 4‘8&;‘:‘&1&;‘_@3;{”mmf.g.‘g‘gjss;lgszm' xelusive of rollir g-stock. In
ting the estimate, the Chief Engineer suggested an alternative alignment alopg
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Resolution—Mis. No. 2824, dated 8th July 1896.
% "

* * ¥

The Collector of Tanjore reports that all the eight ports referred to in his distriet
should be open to foreign trade, but from a statement furnished by him, showing the
extent of their foreign trade, it is observed that the foreign exports at the ports of
Nagore, Ammidpatnam and Kdttaipatnam are trifling, and the Board does not thl'nk
that imports need be taken into account in considering the question as the consumption
of foreign produce by natives is so small per head that no great hardship will be
entailed on individuals by making them get their requirements through other ports.
These three ports should, in the Board’s opinion, be closed to foreign trade.

* *® * * #*

5. With reference to the foregoing proposals, a proposition statement is submitted
for approval and sanction, and a notifica-

Nizampatam. Kttaipatnam. tion restricting the trade of the ports
Nagore. Kilakarai. noted in the margin to coasting trade with
Ammépatnam. | Tondi. customs ports only for publication in the

Fort St. George Gazetle.

Order—No. 475, Revenue, dated 18th September 1896.
* * * * »
Of the ports in the Tanjore district, the Government considers that Nagore is the
only one which can, without inconvenience to the publie, be closed. All the other

ports in question will accordingly be kept open to foreign trade and a notification
closing Nagore alone to such trade will be published in the Foré St. George Gazetle.

* * * » *

NOTIFICATION.

In modification of the notification published on pages 821 to 823 of the Fort St. George
Gazette, dated 11th December 1883, under section 11 of the Sea Customs Act (VIII of 1878),
declaring certain places to be ports for the shipment and landing of goods, His Excellency the
Governor in Council hereby declares that Nagore in the Tanjore district shall be a port for the
earrying on of coasting trade with Customs perts only, and for no other purpose.

ArpEnxpix No. 5.

.
*_ Memorial from—The inhabitants, merchants and shipowners of Nagore, Negapatam

taluk.
To—TH.E. the Governor of the Presidency of Fort St. George and its dependencies.
Dated—Nagore, 27th January 1897. .

Most Respectfully Showeth,—That your Excellency’s memorialists, being aware
of the deep interest and solicitude taken by your Excellency’s Government in promot-
ing the prosperity of all commercial centres, beg leave to submit the following points
touching the necessity of re-opening the Nagore port for foreign trade.

2. This port had of late a brisk trade with Penang, Sumatra, Ceylon and other

places, extensively in}porting nuts from those places, timber and fuel from Ceylon in
particular and exporting cotton cloths, earthenware and animal bones to those places.

3. The war going on between the people of Ahien and the Rollanders has brought
about the cessation of the native vessels of your Excellency’s memorialists going to
Sumatra and the consequence is that merchandise from that island is directly sent to
Negapatam in steamers 2id Penang, and that those goods, nuts in particular, are with
trouble and loss transported by land' in common carts from Negapatam to Nagore for
sale, as nuts can be sorted in Nagore alone. The merchants of this place are largely
engaged only in foreign trade and not so much in coasting trade.

~F

s ; A ,_H'E T 2 =5
No. 331 Ry., 25ra FeBrUArY 1898. 9

o N

4. This port has always been famous for its foreign trade. The natural facilities
and commereial prosperity of this port are evident from the letter written by the Port
Officer, Negapatam, to the Head Assistapt Collector of .Tanjqre on the 31st August
1894, No. 14/606, and from the memorial sent by the inhabitants of Nagore to the
Government in 1894 in connection with the Nagapatam-Nagore Railway project
(copy of which is herewith submitted).

5. Trade with Ceylon is carried on in this port every year. Some of the mer-
chants of this place and owners of native vessels have no other means of livelihood
than trading with Ceylon. Free goods, such as earthenware and animal bones are ex-
ported to, and timber, fuel and other micellaneous articles are imported from Ceylon.

6. Your Excellency’s humble memorialists have come to underdtand that your
Excellency’s Government has shut this port for foreign trade. This order is not only
likely to cause great loss to their trade here, but will also impede it much. The ex-
ports of this port to Ceylon, as aforesaid, are articles of a nature that can only be stored
up here gradually and cannot be transported to other places by land.

7. That your Escellency’s Government has sanctioned the extension of the South
Indian Railway to Nagore is only owing to the fact that the Negapatam bar is very
shallow and that the Nagore bar, being deep, can afford great facilities to the landing
and shipping of goods. This seems to be the object of the Directors of the South Indian
Railway Company also in extending their line to this place as iron, coal, &c., they get
from foreign countries can be easily and safely landed here. -

8. Tour Excellency’s humble memorialists, in conclusion, earnestly pray that

“woue Excellency’s benign Government will be pleased to take the above representa-

ticas into your gracious consideration and order the re-opening of this port for foreign
trade at an early date, with a view to remedy the evils anticipated and to relieve the
undersigned of the hardship and distress they are subjected to by shutting this port for
foreign trade. -

« Jor which act of kindness, Your Excellency’s humble m>morialists will, as in
d,g-?ﬁ)ound, ever pray.
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Appexpix No. T.

... From—The Presidency Port Officer, Madras.
" Po—The Secretary to Govt., Marine Dept.,
¢..e Dated—15th May 1897, No. 1825/178 G.

With reference to the question connected with the port of Nagore contained in the
Proceedings of Revenue Department which accompanied Marine Department memo.,
No. 162 E., dated 8th March 1897, enclosures herewith returned, I have the honour
to acquaint you, for the information of Government, that although the sea trade
of Nagore is at present insignificant, the port has so many natural advantages over
Negapatam, in as much as vessels can anchor nearer to the shore than st the latter
port and both bar and river are deeper, it would seem that, if facilities were
afforded for carrying goods to and from the port by land, its former foreign trade might
revive and that it would be preferred as a port by masters of vessels to Negapatam.
According to the accompanying statement, which I have obtained from the Port officer,
Negapatam, the trade of the port previous to 1880 appears to have been fairly large,
and should the railway be extended to it, there seems o be no reason why the trade
should not again increase ; but antil the railway extension takes place, it would not
appear necessary to re-open the port for foreign trade.

Onper—No. 331 Ry., dated 25th February 1898.

The note prepared in the Consulting Engineer’s office will be forwarded with the
appendices accompanying it to the Revenue and Marine Departments, and to the
Agent, South Indian Railway, in view to the information therein contained being
;eriﬁed and supplemented by such additional data as may be available at an early

ate.

(True Extract.)

Revenue D ent. -

» Marine » &

,, Consulting Engineer for Railways. - -
Examiner, Guaranteed Railway Accounts.

»

To the Agent, South Indian Railway, é
Z
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