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Foreéhore of Tellicherry

Passing orders on the subject of the construction of protective works for
preventing the erosion of the sea on the —. . : : L.
Bl : : [ ¥
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

MARINE DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following paper :—

From C. W. WOOD, Esq., Executive Enei g
Collector of Malabar, d,ated Calicut, 3r§ lgzii,uzz;sf 8%%3‘81&? T
) .

With reference to G.O., No. 331 of 6th April 18
herewith a plan of the foreshore at Tellicherrypextemgi)ii;glf}rlggle 3116 Honour t4 forwaid
fort down to the Custom House. This ist © cemetery near the

he portion of
damage would be done should the sea encroach n?uch mo(r)e.the foreshore where' most

2. At the time the survey was taken there was a consi g
but it is liable to be washed away at any time and in a i?al:;u:i?;:]e !\nf“%m of beach,
the temple south of Messrs. Brown & Co.’s premises was attacked anclljbi!t.m( Last year
to save the materials. The erosion commences from the point 'ustwg:,’ dismantled
gollahs. A rough stone revetment has at some time been construgted 11u o8 the s
the building, but this is now mostly buried in the sand, Obsers'rat' ere to protect
the Inspector of Salt in five months of last year show that the maxilf;l‘i taken by

foreshore opposite the salt gollahs was 123 feet and the minimum was 30 f(‘;ez‘f'idth of

3. Opposite the Custom House when the present surve
1897, there was about 90 feet of foreshore, while in the same place i
the foundations of the wall recently built for the protection of thz Cust]:)lmAI‘:ﬁzst e
partly exposed. This aceretion and dissipation is constantly going on and o Were
due to the eceentrie action of the littoral currents. s i

4. In 1896 in order to protect the Custom House and Flagstaff, a se
. 3 . ; ' a
built and this appears to have answered its purpose, as within two months of??suc;:f

pletion ‘_che sea advanced right up to the wall and exposed a portion of the conerete
foundations. :

5. In a report written in December I remarked: T have not been called upon
to make any suggestions, but my opinion is that the time has now come for Govern-
ment to resume all rights to the foreshore and build a continuous sea wall with
marine road and ramps down to the beach wherever necessary for the purposes of
trade. Under the existing system each riparian owner protects his own property in
the manner which appears best to him and his efforts in addition to proving ineffec-
tual may be detrimental to the interests of his neighbour,” and I still hold to tI{e
same opinion.

ision, to the
49 M.

y Was taken in Octoher

6. Now as to the length of wall necessary, my view of the matter is ths
gollahs are sa_fe; the sea will encroach to wftilinya few feet as ittt:iiildlix.t;}tldt';‘lzlf iali
that, I think, is about the limit. "Where the protective works should eomme)u(:e o u[
think, from a point opposite the lane running by Messrs. Volkart Brothers' n:e %
and it shoulgl be continued to join on to the wall already built in front of th IC‘mlsee
House. I'I‘hls would be a length of 1,183 feet. fiponsan
7. In designing the wall T have taken the foundations about 2 fo y
the foundati_ons of the recently constructed sea wall, fixing t,h:‘l),?,;]ttogl :te;},lg::te‘fltban
helow low tlde.lgvel. The foundations will be square wells (6 feet outside ; ! 45,
meut_) filled with conerete. The superstructure will be 10! feet hich aL d 1 '.nl-asure-
laterite plastered with Portland cement. 3 & PSRk
8. The cost of the wall without ra
s i 03600 mps would be about Rs.

9. The length being
of length. g ;

22,000, say with
1,188 feet, the cost would be approximately Rs. 20 per foot

b y-,'““z“-‘h-_— PRSI
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of beach thus reclaimed will be about 11 acres.
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i :dered necessary to start the protective work from above the

1 10i1:}fslttv1::r‘l}exf;?§li(; wall requi:};d would be 1,666 feet and the cost aboué:
sat‘;_g,oboo ’ In this amount is included the cost of a road between the wall an
3:: dc‘x,iom;s of the merchants. The location of ramps or steps down ?]?hthe t’peacth

woufd have to be settled in communication W}th the various merchants. : e ’1?}51 imate
allows also for the filling in of the beach behind the wall up to road level. e area

11. No special provision has been made for cross drainage, but this will present

no difficulty. : 2 it

12. In my plan I have aligned the wall so as to give a minimum wi tﬁ 0 . eed
between the wull and Messrs. Burnett & (‘o..’s premises and a}so between the \;a ‘ }?n
Messrs. Pierce, Leslie & Co.’s office, these being the two buildings which abut furthest
on the beach. This width could, if considered desirable, be mcre'a'sed. :

13. The work may, I think, be pronounced one of publie utility, but I certallll-ﬂy
think that the mercantile community should, if the scheme is carried out,_b.earl_zt 8 ?re
of the cost as their interests are so dlre_ctly involved. Whether.the nr.lun%clp?i i )y also
hould be expected to pay their quota is also a matter for consideration ; a fine opin
S- d would be made which would immediately become the thoroughfare instead of the
il(::"row apd tortuous lane at the back of the first line of godowns.

14. Please return plan if not required, as no copy hus been kept.

S

C. No. 9/8.C.D. of 1898.

True copy submitted (with the plan to be returned) to Government with reference

‘o. 331, Marine, dated 6th April 1897. : : :

to 6.0, No. ° ’n;l;le to i;spect the erosions in company with the Executive Engi-

2. I was ude one or two abortive attempts to visit Tellicherry simultaneously.

neer. We ma asion some urgent business summoned one or other of us elsewhere.

gut %lr ea(;z ha(:,(zic I however were both at Tellicherry in December on different dates
r. Woo

i od the erosions made by the sea., :

b mSPe‘:' of the premises affected have put up prqteci_:ive works at their
Foadte owner‘ Wood however considers these to be ineffective. There can 1n
own expense. i tion that protective measures carried out by the Government along
e que?ikelv to be more satisfactory than those carried out by different

the whole line are gt
i . dependently of each otber. .
ana::e Il’etzzigutgrefore recommend that Mr. Wood's proposals be approved if

¢ ‘o assistance can be expected from the municipality in the
e ?ret:t‘:aal;?bilg ﬁ?:n::s:.m But possibly the Tellicherry Chamber of Commerce
present s

might be willing to contribute something. ' '
(Signed) ~ G. W. DANCE,

W ADAKKANCHERT, Collector of Malabar.

1Gth February 1898.
OannR—N'o. 207, Marine, dated 19th March 1898. |
: “h .0., No. 331, Marine, dated 6th A_pnl ].897,_the
In hlss l,ettf;:‘ 1‘:00;\){313(%)51 (Jhambe’r of (,‘om,merce, brought to notice the serious
.Homra"}’ ,e}clriherééa had recently made on the foreshore of Tellicherry })etyveeu tha
glro:d,;swlﬁguse and the Government salt godowns. The Executive Engineer was
usto

thereupon directed to report through the Collector as to the works necessary to
ere :

on of the coast. It was at)the same time distinctly announced that

: ti \ : .
{){Otgc;vgﬁlg:;tldid not pledge itself to undertake the protection of private property
e

lic funds. : :
from 2}) u'g‘he required report has mow been submitted. The Executive Engineer
recommends the construction of a sea wall for a_length of 1,188 feet at an estimated
B between Rs. 22,000 and Ra. 24,000, and if the salt godowns are dlso to be
protected, the length of the wall would be 1,866 feet and the cost Rs. 37,500.

»
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3. A reference to the plan shows that the portion of the foreshore to be
protected, omitting the salt godowns which are declared to be safe, lies in front of
private property for the whole length of the proposed sea wall. If, therefore, it is
decided to carry out the proposed works, it seems ounly fair that the merchants whose
property will be protected should make a substantial contribution towards the cost.
The municipality will also derive material benefit from the work, as pointed out by
the Executive Engineer, and should thus also contribute. The work is not one which
will benefit vessels entering or leaving the port. The view of the Presidency Port

Officer that no portion of the cost is chargeable to Port Funds is therefore concurred
in by Government.

4. It would appear from the Presidency Port Officer’s report of his inspection
made in December last that the foreshore had greatly improved since his previous
visit to the port, and that sand had again accumulated along the places which suffered
from erosion in the early months of last year. No immediate action thus seems
necessary. If however the sea again encroaches to a dangerous extent, the Govern-
ment will be prepared to carry out the requisite protective works coilditionally on
at least two-thirds of the cost being forthcoming from loecal contrib’utions The plea
that the municipality is unable to contribute cannot be admitted. 1t would be Itjnte
justified in borrowing for such a special and important work. The Collector wil(ll ut
the matter before the Municipal Council and the residents, and ascertain wI})xaf
contributions will be forthcoming in the event of the work bein:g found necessary

5. The sea wall proposed is probably the most effectiv i
provided its front toe is secured from baekyscour by an apron‘ ?)f f(s)igxlle()f g:(‘)ter(:;m:t’;
right angles to the shore, at intervals, might effect the same purpost;, i

i but not so
certainly, and would probably cost nearly as much. An estimat s Wi
submitted by the Superintending Engineer. mate for these will be

(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ W. B, psWINTON,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Presidency Port Officer.
,»  Collector, Malabar, with plan.
,  Local and Municipal Department,
,,  Public Works Department.

fxd. A. Streécramooloo.
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4 Papers to be read in proceedings :—
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No.
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In bis letter recordéd with G.0
351 eriﬁe dsted 6th April 1897, the

| HonOra.ry‘ sccretary,Mslabar Chamber of.

. Commerce, brought to notice the sSeri-

ous inrosds which the Ses had receniv-
1& msde on the fOreShore_of Tell?-

cherry between tlhe Custdms House aml

(4 |
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the Government szlt godowns, The -~
Executive Fngineer was thereupon --
directed to report through the-Col-

lector 8 tO0 the works necessary to

hyﬁﬁ@‘ { protect this portion of the coast..
s Tt was st the same time distinctly

snnounced thazt the Government did

not pledge itself vo. undertake the
protection of privaté pfOperty from
public funds,

5. The required repOort has now

besn submitted, The Rzecutive Fngi-

neer recommends the construction of

s Sea'wall for a length of 1188 feet

st an estimated cost of betweesn RS,

92,000 and 24,000,and if the salt =«
1 zodowns
|
\
1
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1f however the sSea again eAcroaches
| £ ‘ to z dangerous extent, the Govern-
ment will be prepared Lo carry out
the requisite protective works, con-
ditionally on at least two-thirds
v _ of the cost»being forthcoming from
10cal contributions, The plea that

the Municipality is unable 1o con-

R ——

tribute cannot be admitted. It ---

e

would be quite justified in bOrrow-
jng for such & special and important
work. The Collector will put the --
matter before the Municipal Council
snd the residents,and sscertain --
whst contributions will be forth-

coming in the event of the work

WA,

being found necesSSary.
| ‘ | U e 5% The éea wall proposed iﬁkﬁ
| bsbly the most effective boen

protection,provided its framt toe
is secured from psck scour by an --
apron of stone,Groynes at right A
sngles to the Bhofe,at intervals,
might effect the same pufgose,bggju
not so certainly,aznd would proba-
bly cost nesrly as much, An estigh'

mate for these will be submitted i

by the Superintending Engineer.

 _"The presidency Port officen.

5 collector,Malabar, with plan,

,, Local & Municipal Departim nt,

T
3% P, W, Department, d Q%S%\
vy




/ SUBJECT- ‘
srotective works along the fore-

'BLE SIR HENRY BLISS, K.C.1.E.
shore of Tellicherry.

THE HON

5 I .

FOR ORDERS.

Ir his letter racorded with

Gy 0. 331 Mard

¥ QLL J_?L_) |
the HonoraIry geeratary, Malabar Chamber
#:L«.,«-—- W 4 & of Co:mne:rcc,brOught to notice the Sa-

- > — . A f
LA rious inro&ds which the B8e? had recenb—

the foreshore of Tellichezr-

ne dated 6ib April 1807,

1y made On

ry between the customs Housc and the

government saltb godowns, The Lxecutive

fngineer was thercupon dirceted Lo re-
port through the Colliccior a8 Lo the

works necaessary to protasct this por-

tion of the coast,and it was st the

same time distinctly announeced that

the Government did not pledge itsolf

cetion of private

to undertake the prob

public funds,

proper Ly from '

2 The regquired report has now {

be n submitted, The nxecutive lingineer
recommends the construcition of a Sea-
wall for a length of 1188 fect at an

estimated cost of between Rs.22,000 b

and 24,000,and if the salt godowns are

2180
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also bto be protected the length of
the wall would be 1866 feet,and the
cost RS, 37,500, ;
3, A reference to the plan will
showSthat the portion of the fore-
shore t0 be protected,omitling the
salt godowns which are declared to
be safe,lics in front of private
prOpcrty for the whole length of the o ) »
proposed saawall.If,notwithsumndigg

this fact,it be declared désirable

in the public interest to cazxry oul

the proposcd protective works it will

be necessary to decide whether Port p i

or Provinecial Funds shoukd: beaxr the
e T (
cost,In any case it scems only fair

that the merchants whosc property

|

~will be protected should make a Bube

stantial contribution towards the
work, The amount of this contributioﬁ
being fixed, the money should be paid
into the Government treasury before

|
work is started. ’
4, The Collcctor considers that ﬁhq
Municipality is mnol in a position t&
affOrér;ésistance in the piesont state
of its finances though it will,as

"y /

pointed by the NXeccutive linginecer,Treé-

ceive material benefit from the work,

5. The Presidency port Officer dopri-

cotes the debit of any portion of the cosi

1" > v
to Port PFunds,as the work is omne which ~Zdjp-= AV,AZT’ #

would not benefit vessels entering or

et At =

e
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A
G.0.87 Mar,dated ond Febzmary '98.

(F~g-4)

X

l1etter printed with 0.0.56; Marine
dated 6th April '897,

6 Tt would 4ppcar from the Presi-
dency Port Officer's recent in-
spection report that the foreshore
hag greatly improved since his 1ast
visit to the po:t’and that sand had
again aceumulated along the portions

which suffered from the rosion of

sarly months of lasi year.
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