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LocaL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.
)

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 15tu
: JANUARY 1898.

[Sumgct.—Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

" In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaa street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal ou the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal (Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use —vide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
ocoasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it and to forward them to Government—vide G.O.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Muppilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The davitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the Distriet Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former, The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with

:r' Vg den e, 3 |
f“ l.,J ‘ paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet

-“*lrl
- the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of

"‘ { ; ‘V 1
e Taatse z ;
3 U : w : \ : ! 7
e . _' ; ‘“lelt 7( e Y4 f’l“/—( S~ Aag CC«‘SM'@« o Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public burial-
e : ; 3 443 () ) 0 ’ o 18 - _ ground for Mappillas under section 234.
w/&tt ﬁg ‘7 g d’,eL/ & Mf/u// AT e T V‘;‘I’ ﬂ;‘;tg;“‘z‘;‘}i“&io};’“"l"sgg G.0,, No.1539 Tt was again stated that the Mappillas
Ghen 2= ' . oLy were still opposed to the closure of the

Sy 4 i o gl ! .
M AL eav: ? d‘ / : /ﬁl { o existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new

A ‘ v . : site asl they would fdec(lline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to

Ih‘- a2 r.ﬁ \ p ; | : | try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed

: , ﬁM‘ ) M. ,‘//1 : 4 w7 = M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha A?yar, the Head-qu:z;rters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
: ’ \

Palghat and try to bring about an amicable scttlement of the question with the

# \ﬁz M" oy | ' 1 Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
BTy : £ ""/ M A/Lm , —oide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

M - M j—’- / 2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of

A5 l] t;[ Lk M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.

4 W

. On the 20d August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited

W&[ C gt P on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
. ’Wé(_ v fifth time, and said (1) *“that they had no objection to the closure of the existing

&\ , > . 1@ \ ' ‘ burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
! (AL Ry _,A,/- a _/ | ] of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
’ ' i expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not

/ W? \ Bza ? < ‘U‘t‘ - possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary

authorities, provided it was properly walled, 2 mosque was erected and a well sunk in

. A&;«M V) 4. ‘ :; | 8 it.” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting

oy & to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed

‘ " ‘ to be held in the munieipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
s o A o /VL a" / d z /. only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that

3 . 2 - -
X b e | S e
4 >~llﬁ o « wwy @@ o



Goferument {1898} of Eﬁtahms.
LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL,

—pin

2

they had no objeetion to the proposed site near the Kallikad road. The Deputy
Collector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjukolam ceme tery to the site
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from their quarters :

b but that this is not a valid objection, as thesite on the Kallikad road is Bsituated within S
3 a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in ‘the big bazaar
¢ street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. He does not, however,
Bt recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Mappillas

themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and that when
2 the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Munieipal
o Counecil may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representation of
the civil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with graves, and on the
- recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. 1In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Council, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s proposals to close both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the closure of the burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Cownmissioner, the Municipal Couneil may now be directed to acquire this
site and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section: 234 it has only to acquire the site required fora burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that *‘the Municipal Counecil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and_fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—vide

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated
* Balane Ehia 36 S of RS.  18th April 1895, and the notes in that
Mo il P order. Nor can the Council’s plea of
(1}887’1\0 TIé.M" d?fed 27.d_x Mar.dj 4,560 Want of funds to construct a mosque be g | 9

Add excess of actual opening balance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that " | ¥VVVT IV

for 1897-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the 1B '
that Government Order ,. .. 3,040 31st March 1898 is Rs. 7.600.®* The 18 J ANUARY
———  Collector’srecommendation that the execu- . ER . -
Total .. 7,600 ion of the proposed works in the new site A
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Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I | 8V0id any misunderstanding, does not o
should adopt it. appear to be judicious. When these

I approve the other recommendations in this works have been carried out and the

note. new ground is ready for use, the

{ H.W.B[uss]. | Municipal Council can renew its i
application for the closure of the e e

burial-ground in ths pig bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery. " :

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
(Commissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it before 3
deeiding to close it. : | ' 38

V. Ragrava CrarLv—21-12-97. .
No. The apothecary, the Collector i ‘ Burial-ground.

and the Counecil, all consider it should be

closed, T Requesting, with remarks, the Municipal Council of Palghat to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road and for making it fit for use as a — for the Mappillas.

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. B[ Liss |—5-1-08,

M S

Please see notes above,

b

H. TREMENHEERE—3-1-08,

C e e
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Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0., No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895.
» 3 1889 M., dated 2nd October 1895,
» Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896,

——— —

Reap—also the following papers:—

From M.R.Ry. 8. SWAMINATHA AIYAR Avargal, B.A., Deputy Collector
Calicut Division, to the Collector of Malabar, dated Calicut, 9th August;
1897, No. 833. ' ;

With reference to your endorsement, Ref. on No. 82-L.F. of 1896, on G.0., Mis,
No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896, directing me to proceed to Palghat to bring about
an amicable settlement with the Mappilla community of the place regarding the shifting
of the Mappilla barial-ground, 1 have the honour to state that I proceeded to Palghat
on five occasions to make the necessary arrangements. o

2. As you are well aware, the Mappillas of Palghat, unlike their co-religionists on
the coast, are poor people having no recognised leaders of their own. They are mostly
coolies and a few of them have petty trade. They have not even a tangal or a kazi
of their seet. Their religious head, the present kazi, is, strange to say, not quite a
Mappilla.

3. I could not get any accurate information as to the total number of Mappillas
in the Palghat town. Aeccording to last census there were 5,527 Muhammadans,
This includes Mappillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R. Ry. P. I. Chinnaswami Piilai
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number about 2,000
but Mr. Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time, is of opinion
that the total number of Mappillas.will not exceed 1,500,

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
and in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Cannanore, Tellicherry and Calicat
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni:
cipal limits. There 1s no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground in the bazaar street. A few use also the Manjakolum
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort, !

5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompanied by Qadir
S4hib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spokesman deprecated 1]
closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that .if on 10
they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close s R
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrow
alone condemued by sanitary officers would be closed and not all.
to consider over my proposals.

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon, T issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office, ] ](‘41‘“‘1'(‘.1 e
them on the necessity and advantages of closing the existing overerowded m;nwn»r\-
in the big bazaar street and having one in a good locality. 1 read to them also the
proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close tho o '

the burial-grouns
ded burial-grounds
They wanted time

Xisting
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illa burial-grounds at Calicut. Thishad the desired effect, and the persons there
ﬁgt promisedato seleet an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report

the matter to me.

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the

main bazaar street to the fort. It 1s situated at a distance of about 150 yards from

~ the bungalows of some Faropean gentlemen. There are no houses on three sides of it ~

there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing

burial-ground at the big bazaar street, which should be closed, but still there are better

and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the M appillas

to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Man jakolam cemetery.
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who isstill at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. It requires
no levelling, The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased at a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they
can be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is aboat a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. I went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
result of their consultations (a) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big bazaar street ; (b) that they should be a]-.lqwed to use the
Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and () that if this
was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
sanitary authorities, provided it was properly ~walled, a mosque was erected and a
well sunk init. Iadvised them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 2. on the srd instant. I requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Colleetor, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the

ro.posed ground on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
fhe latter. 1 requested him further to preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30

A on the 3rd instant. : _

11. All the Mappillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the

- ool office at 7-30 A.M. on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
mumcldpzome karanavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big
g 2 treet were represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
b_azaar 8 Nlel the people did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those present
tions as 4 views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
about t‘lilegl‘ rial'g;ound in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
el‘(,Wde'l‘hc‘:l kazi's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
voad. ilv. as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As, 8 to Rs. 2 as
gﬁsﬁméi I told him that the muunicipality would not objeet to his collecting the

i lace also.
stomary fees in the new p . .
cu 12. I again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani and
Rowtha.n me rehants induced the Mappillus living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meoting and gave them a false hope that the matter would be dropped in a few Jogn
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i i the Cochin State. The Patanies and the Rowthans w |
wx&n?ytgspg?;z t:1)1'6 averse to this arrangement, because they think that their
ltzgmeteries; also may be closed later on.

13. I was not able to get aceurate figures of burials in the existing Mappilla burial-

d in the big bazaar street. The cemetery register showed, I was told, about 39

a.;iu:ls per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum. ; i
14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, in my opinion,
B : Tt is a serious danger to the pubheh he;.[[lth. v B e
i a body, prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to e gro
]%fu]?:l; rﬁpll'll?i’ei? main );blj)eotion to the latter is on .th'e score of glnstanqﬂi-l

s than'akolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existing one, still 1 wi
b i erlld it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is ayallahle at an easy ghsmwe(i
o r%etgmm the Kallikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas ant
el 'st,‘h' 0: mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bazaar street;
Maw ‘ﬁ:s living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabo‘\:o
Mapplll kazi's son himself have approved of the site on the Kallikad road. 1 v tg
o 14 &nll to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like the sbi 1-1
phin h %{[a illa burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of a
i A I wgﬁt to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter w;xth‘ thel
y it threadbare. They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikac
Li:gplu%snlike Calicut, where I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
road.

ite amenable to reason, I had in Palghat to deal with iguorant Mappillas who were in
21‘11; gands of wily Patanies and Rowthans.

. : 3 i Le
dation therefore is to shift the cemetery to the site on t
%:Gd ﬁidrec?&t:sr{‘::in%g%hat the average nnmber of burials per annum will be 40,
]gizg]re: of grm'md will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

8 qui ible that, when the existing cemetery in the big bazaar street
. g 13 quﬁﬁ?f:? ti);eo;;ened. on the Kallika% road, th); Mappillas living in the
pbasian s s begin to use the Manjakolam cemetery. There is nothing to prevent
o e xpayso ilnd my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
e 8 e domgb'ezstion to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground-fees.
kg fxolorelcommend the closing of the Manjakolam burial-ground at present.
Lok g ?J ble that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road when it is
It 18 very proba If the evil of overcrowding in Manjakolam cemetery becomes
pmtge :lyﬂ?:lﬂuzipéipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with the

n
E:neti(;n % Govemmeﬂt-l “n the submission of this report. It was due mainly to the
18. 1 regret thigrii:z;lthe Mappillas as far as possible to 't:X views. The absence
tintlﬁ thk::nzfléﬁtcﬁ:zi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to the delay.
of the p .
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_on C. No. 312 M. of 1897, da 4 " Calicat
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gﬁ;ﬁgmting thatstzgosa;oxﬁﬁew:ghto Zso l1:)hey151[amJﬂkolam cemetery and requesting the

living 1n o Et:ﬁa;hat he would suggest in the matter. PV

Chairman to ivil apothecary’s letter, No. ]91,'dated 18th Au[,_n;l : f;)r ’re e
: A?d alhsl? f;f;:;lf:xvl})u:-lipul-grouud is overcrowded with graves and that,

Manjakolam Ma t onoe g e

should be closed a_ P the Manjakolam burial-ground maln; ¥ _OVercros p

ot Cg)ut;fillbzrecl(:vi: lzzog\'etlllmzs tiﬁe big]bazaar mosque cemetery with the sanction o

and that it shou

" J 4 ‘AI'
Government. P. 1. CHINNASWAMI P Igvlplammm.

the site to the west of the
makin
it out with paths and
estimated, namely, Rs, 4,610.
mosque in the burial-ground is nota leg

valid, as section 234 of the Distriet Muniei
venient and fitting places” for burial and b
be regarded us either convenient or fitting if
religion for the followers of which it is inten
be entrusted to the kazi us recommende
been completed and the new burial-gro
should address the Government azain fo
in the big bazaar street and also the M

note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swami t
Aiyar in the settlement of this matter, y inatha

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.

Exd, A. F, Eecleston,
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No. 104 M., 15t8 JaNnvagy 1898. 5
Dis. 243-M. of 1897.
Submitted to Government with reference to GO
March 1896.

» Mis. No, 867 M., dated 3pq

copy of resolution herewith submitted. Tt Henjskolans come,
3. I fully approve of the Tappi foil s
azaar and ut)Mzil%akolam 'ullls to open a newd:sg attl:] E:ﬁiiﬂia s big
4. The Council will have to provide funds fo
well on the new ground besides
the kazi should be asked
5. M.R.Ry.
settlement of this dispute.
Canp, Ponnani,
31st October 1897,

proposal to

r building a mos

G. W. DANCE,

i Colleetor,

OrpEr—No. 104 M, Mis., dated 1

6th January 1898,
The Municipal Coun

eil of Palghat is requested to take
Kallikad road, selected by the Sanita
g it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by
providing a musjid in it aty it possible, .
The Council’s contention th

early steps
ry Cominis

itimate charge on its f
palities Aet requ
urning-ground

1t does nat moet the
ded. The exee
d by the Collector, When the works have
und is ready for. use, iei

r its sanction to close the mosque bum'al-ground
anjakolam cemetery,
2. The Government is pleased to

(True Extract.)

H. TREME.\THEERE,
Ag. Seeretary to Government,

Collector ot Malabar.
Sanitary Commissioner.
Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).




Locar AND MuUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 151
; JANUARY 1898.

[Sussect.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat. ]

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had

been provided for their use —vide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. But

as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Counecil itself to select two or
‘three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his mext visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanifary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—uide G.O.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of whé‘ch one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with t
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer, suggzested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public barial-
round for Mappillas under section 23:
Vide the Chairman’s letter in G.O., No. 1589 %t was again I;%ated that I‘th: cﬁ(;%pﬁ?l);
SRS TARILEITNDOE 1E0) were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of indueing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed
M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uwide G.O., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objeetion to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in
it,”  M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to atfend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that

e approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The dauitary
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they had no objection to the proposed site near the Kall;
Colfector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Maujukolﬁlg ;g::i'te;lth& tIt)leplgt_‘.
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from t| e” e site
but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad poad i o ¥ Quarters ;
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-gro,
street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. [7e d
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks t},
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it ig properly filled
the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes pat
Council may take steps to close it. The Couneil, however, on th
the eivil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close thig cemetery algo,
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Ai?'ar and the above resolution of ¢
Council, the Collector states that he ful ¥ approves the Council’s Proposals tq
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building 4 mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding,

3. The Mappillas having consented to the closura of the burial-ground i the bi
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Commissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
site and make it fit for use asa burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not g
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that ¢ the Municipal Couneil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and Jitting pluces for burial and burning grounds ”, anq it has
been held that no such place can be either conveniept or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended——pide

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated
. Bl ; : h 5 of R8.  ]18th April 1895, and the notes in that
;5”"%0”7%";’; lﬁa&?%%ﬁph[axcoh order. Nor can the Council’s plea of
T R G .. 4560 Wwant of funds to construet a mosque be
Add excess of actual opening balance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
for 1897-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the
that Government Order .. ., 3040 3]st March 1898 is Rs. 7,600.* The
‘ ~ o Collector’srecommendation that the execu.
Total .. 7,600 4op of the proposed works in the new site
I don’t understand. It seems to me that the Bho‘.ﬂd be enirusted to the_ kazi, 50 as to
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I avoid any mxsqndgrgtandmg,r _ does not
should adopt it. appear to be ]udmlous.' When these
I approve the other recommendations in this ’ works have b(?en carried out and the
note. H.T, | Dew ground is ready for use, the
H. W. B[L1ss]. ’ Municipal Council can repew its
application for the closure of the

burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.,

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
Commissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his Opinion ou it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it before
deciding to close it.

V. RagHava CoaRLU—21-]12-9T.

No. The apothecary, the Collector
and the Council, all consider it should be
closed.

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. B[Liss|—5-1-98,

Please see notes above,

H, TREME.\'HEEM:—3-1-98.
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GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAT, DEPARTMENT.
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Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 691 M., dated 23rq April 1895.
» »n

1589 M., dated 2nq October 1895,
» Mis. No. 367 M., dated 8rq March 1896,

———

Reap—also the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. 8. SWAMIN

Calicut Division, to the

ATHA AIY
Collector of
1897, No. 833.

AR Avargal, 5.4 Deputy Collector
Malabar, dateqd dah’cut, 9th Augusfz
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I proceeded to Palghat
2. As you are well aware, the
the coast, are poor pe i

Mappillas of Palghat, unlike their co-
¢ ople having no recognised leaders of their own,
coolies and a few of them have petty trade,
of their seet.

; They have not even a
2 ligious head, “the prese
Mappilla.

nt kazi, is,
3. I could not get any accurate information as to the total number of Mappillas
in the Palghat town, According
This includes Ma

to last census there were 5,527 Mubammadans,
ppillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R.Ry.
Avargal, the late Chairman,

P. I. Chinnaswami Pijla;
told me that the Map
but Mr. Kunhayan, who was

pillas would number about 2,000 ;
Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time,
that the total number of Map

1s of opinion
pillas.will not exceed 1,500.
4. The Ma

ppillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western
and in the big bazaar street

end of the town
and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Tellicherry and Calicut.
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni.
cipal limits. There 1s no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground "in the bazaar stre

et. A few use also the Maujakolam
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading

to the fort,
6. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accom
L

Sdhib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spoke
" closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that, if once
4 they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burial-grouns
{1 of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-gmunds
i alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not al), They wanted time
/ ‘ to consider over my proposals.

religionists on
They are mostly

tangal or a kazi
strange to say, not quite a

Their re

panied by Qadir
Sman deprecated the

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had
notice and convened a meeting of th

gone to Rangoon, | 1ssued a
e Mappillas at the municipal office, | lectured to
them on the necessity and advantages of closing the existing overerow:
in the big bazaar street and having one in a
f &

. led cemetery
good locality, 1 read to them also the

Calicut, resolving to close the existing
i

proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha,

)
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e : and the persons t
,,M.iwa e il alicut. This had t‘.ne dpslred gg::tfhe town and to report
Mappilla b“'i“l.gmum}so?:tag ulnobjectionable site 1n. oF
romise
present P

d requested
. iakolam cemetery an
to me. 4 ed me the Manja
the matter ird visit, they show
third visit, il
7. On my

; hem to the
th of it, to add t -
to ac pa e in the place of the
me to propose to you + btk tthtf ent(iil('ley ground as the cemetery in P
X ko tery and to fit up

: is site.
: isfied with this st
e t quite satis
existing ceme street. 1 was 10
: big bazaar
one in the

: d from the
is on the branch roa 3 Sioth
iakolam cemetery 18 £ about 150 yards 1ro .
3. As already Stﬁ'fd’f?:f M;:x;ma situated ‘é:f‘ha d:,‘srt: !111?>ehgllses on three hsldes .Ofﬁl:g’
1) bazaar street to the fort. tlemen. o r than the exis
ﬁ;wll)\ll):,g':?:ws o goaus mtl}‘:’epesz?lﬂgmen It is, no dfdl‘l t{,t’ clfz:e;) elg:ft still there ﬁe better
yao ts on X ich should be . 1d the Mappillas
are a few huts 0 aar street, whic : arters. 1to ;
buril-groond ot e e ot very far of rom fﬁ%‘c’;g:&ut the Manjukolam cemetery
and unobjectionad’e &7 4 promised to cons it. ; :
to select some b?tter\ilcg and did not approve of 1 acain with the kazi’s son, 'Whg l:
You inspected the Pth isit, T discussed the ques.tlotllm is still at Rangoon m{)d rlthou:d
9. On my fourth v1 he absence of the kazi who d them that the best gr
50 jest in the a illas. 1 convince furlongs south of
now officiating a8 PHE- - o Mappillas. 1 ¢ ad road about two furlongs SOWw. ~ 0/
d karanavar the Kallikad r : authorities ha
of the so-tlﬁ_ue etery was the one on : ilai. The sanitary sed
ry to Thirumilal. f the road. It requ
for a Mappilla cem mom on the road to i nd to the west of the S o
the Palleprom gia Tt is one extensive grou le for a burial-ground and d the
f the site. oil is suitable fo the south of it and they
approved o The character of the s Cheruma huts to the d is nearer than
no levelling. t. There are a few ramba, this ground 1 ila
t a small eost. illas living in Mepa v street. It is about a m
purchased 4. To the Mappillas ‘n the big bazaar streef. Iv four or five
moved. 2 4al-ground 1n - d, but only o
o e orowded Mappilla s eiedi i e s auilthe bwo S e
frgm the cemetery 1n -tbf etgand Mankara road. dl‘ ;wted a few days’ time for the
furlongs by the P'at}:lmt: (l;gnsult their b"ethren,; :o Calicut. bt
kamnavamll;li(l)ng them the time and returne

" illas
\ : : t. About 70 Mapp :
the fifth time on' the zgtd dm:ttla mo. They told me it
ek s d s o e Jarenstrs el 8 ) 05 i
: i’s son had no llowe
with the kazi's & ultations (a) that they they should be allowed b :
. b) that y nlclpallty to an_y
result of their conSh big bazaar street ; ( ould not put the mu hat if this
1al- ro\lﬂd on the 1als : c) thattheY,W tery . and (d) tha y
glu::l?alﬁgolam cometery fot 1111\01;1:‘18 éo( use the Man]akdgl(lﬁgg roid’ approved of by the
expenditure it they FoC 13 use the ground on the
was not possible the

cted and a
31 mesque: HARMERCHE U 4
e roperly walled, & 1 Manjakolam cemetery
sanitary authontiiS, dPT_OV(lldS:le;t :(v)a;i‘?e uI;, the idea of Slzl}fgu?a'%(;oins?a% i} requgs:;c:
e Ty advised 30 ANM. OO0 3 . metery an
well sunk in 1t icipal office at T-30 the Manjakolam cem d
tend the municipa’ © 7 to inspect tainly preferre
*ﬁf g)u:tgn, the Head Azsifltlaig é(l)‘hl:gwr,We drove togetlz,e;'é Bz)lédﬂli: ﬁﬁappiﬂas at 7-30
2 nd on the K: t' reside at a meeti
PT‘)Posed gror ested him further to p ? h
latter. 1 requ e . id not turn up at the
?net. on the 3rd mstaﬂt: ho met me the previous evin;;gmg;di:eluding the kazi’s
11 Al the e ob the 3rd. instant. 30 Mappilla houses in the big
unicipal office at 7-3¢ A'::' nded. Ten out of about Jar meeting and pass resolu-
::m and some karanavars f; t:d We did not hold a re!i;l ; yselt asked those present
basaar =31 the peopls did not e A pdhmiig ptifting ot e coore
iy o Pt and they said that they ha ound selected 1
i 2 t to the gr 1d be a loser
about their views, d in the big bazaar street t arrangement he wou B 2 s
ded bunal-f_-l{ro“n d that by this ts from As. 8 to Rs.
cm" a rgpl:ia:fniﬁ the present groulllg [lxltft %flj)jsect to his collecting the
;ecuniaril,‘w a'slfotr l?lailt;m ‘t]hat the municipality wou G g
-fees. A 7 ie Patani and
%;2:1:&\13526}"98 in the nfiw p.la:ce :lsthe big bazaar street and lia::l:e;?ﬁ:t} :0 attend the
12. 1 again made (inq‘:llrégz Mappillas living m'theogelx(zl.mbe dropped in a few days
Rowthan m rohanttshuinuac?alse hope that the matter w (
. d cave the
meeting ant o
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Dis. 243-M. of 1897.
e to G.0., Mis. No. 367 M, dated 3rd

P G e

Submitted to Government with referenc

March 1896. :
9. The Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—vide

copy of resolution herewith submitted.
3. T fully approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big

bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad.

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. I would saggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the

settlement of this dispute.
G. W. DANCE,

Caump, PONNANI,
31st dctober 1897. Colleetor.

OrpEr—No. 104 M. Mis., dated 15th January 1898.

The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kal_likad road, selected by the Sanitary Comimissioner, and for
making it fit for use 2s a b\_lrgal-ground“foy the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a masjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than that

. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the couastruction of a

i amely

Ie:f)tul;ﬁ??ﬁ tlllle bui'i’al-ground is not a legitimate charge on its funds cannot bhe (_aonsidered
valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities Act requires it to prunde * con-
venient and fitting places” for burial z'md burning-grounds and no bm:wl-ground can
be regarded s either convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it 1s intended. The execution of the works should
be entrusted to the Kazi as recommended by the Collector. When the works have

been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Couneil

should address the Government againofur its sanetion to close the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery.
9. The Government 18 pleased to note the tact displayed by M. R.Ry. Swaminatha

Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.
(True Extract.)

H. TREVENHEERE,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Maunicipal Council, Palghat.
Collector of a}al?ar.
5 Sanitary Commissioner- A
5 Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).
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with my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patanies and the Rowthans who work
behind the screens are averse to this arrangement, because they think that their
cemeteries also may be closed later on.

13. I was not able to get accurate figures of burials in the existing Mappilla burial-
ound in the big bazaar street. The cemetery register showed, I was told, about 30
burials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum. :

14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, in my opinion, be
closed. It is a serious danger to the public health. )

15. The Mappillas, as a bedy, prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to the ground on
the Kallikad road. Their main objection to the latter is on the score of distance.
Though Manjakolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existing one, still T will
not recommend it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is available at an easy distance.
The site on the Kallikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas and
is within a mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bazaar street.
Mappillas living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabouts
and the kazi’'s son himself have approved of the site on the Kallikad road. 1 beg
respectfully to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like.the shift-
ing of the Mappilla burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of all

rsons. 1 went to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter with the
Mappillas threadbare. They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad
road. Unlike Calicut, where I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
quite amenable to reason, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who werein
the hands of wily Patanies and Rowthans.

16. My recommendation therefore is to shift the cemetery to the site on the
Kallikad road. Assuming that the average number of burizls per annum will be 40,
9 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

17. It is quite possible that, when the existing cemetery in the big bazaar street
is olosed and a new one is opened on the Kallikad road, the Mappillas living in the
bazaar street may begin touse the Manjakolam cemetery. There is nothing to prevent
them from doing so, and my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
would have no objection to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground-fees.
T do not withal recommend the closing of the Manjakolam burial-ground at present.
It is very probable that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road when 1t 18
properly filled up. If the evil of overcrowding 1n Manjakolam cemetery becomes
patent, the munieipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with the
sanction of Government.

18. 1 regret the delay in the submission of this report. It was due mainly to the

time taken up in converting the Mappillas as far as possible to my views. The absence
of the permanent kazi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to the delay.

—_—

ENCLOSURE.
Extract from the proceedings of the Municipal Couneil, Palghat, dated 18th August 1897.
L L4 » . .

« 94, Rea& endorsement, Ref. on C. No. 312 M. of 1897, dated 16th Aungust 1897,»\0{ _the
Collector of Malabar, on he letter, dated 9th August 1897, fro’m the De_Put,V Collector, Calicut
division, stating that he does not agree with the Deputinollcfctor s suggestion, that the Mafppﬂlas
living in the bazaar street may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the
(Chairman to state what he would suggest In the matter.

« And also the civil apothecary s letter, No. 101, dated 18th August 1897, stating that the
Manjakolam Mappilla burial-ground is overcrowded with graves and that, for reasons stated, 1t
should be closed at once.

« The Council are of opinion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is already ayerg
and that it should be cosed as well as the big bazaar mosque cemetery with °
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Dis. 243-M. of 1897.

Submitted to Government with reference to 0., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd
March 1896.

2. The Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—vide
copy of resolution herewith submitted.

3. T fully approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad.

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. 1 would suggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the
sottlement of this dispute.

Camp, PoNNaNI, G. W. DANCE,
81st October 1897. Collector.

e e
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OrpER—No. 104 M, Mis., dated 15th January 1898.

The Municipal Couneil of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, and for
making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a musjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than that
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the construction of a
mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitimate charge on its funds cannot be considered
valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities Act requires it to provide * con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and burning-grounds and no burial-ground can
be regarded as either convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it is intended. The execution of the works should
be entrusted to the kazi us recommended by the Collector. When the works have
been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Council
should address the Government aeain for its sanetion to close the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery.

9. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha
Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
, Collector ol alabar.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.
,,  Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

Exd. A. F. Ececleston.
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. M, dated 2nd October 1895.

LocAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

i NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 15ta
JANUARY 1898.

[Sussect.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

In Septembé' 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction of
Governmient for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big

bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the:

town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use —vide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. DBut
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing 2 masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—uide G.0,,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from tue Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The bdanitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it'at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by seetion 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public burial-

. : 2 : AR ground for Mappillas under section 234.
Vide the Chairman’s letter in G.O,, No. 1589 i was again stated that the Mappillas
were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed
M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uide G.O., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in

' it” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting

to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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they had mo objection to the proposed site near the' Kallikad road. The Deputy
Collector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to the site
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from their quarters :
but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad road is situated within
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in the big bazaar
street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. Ife does not, however
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Mappil!a;
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and that when

. the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Couneil may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representation of
the civil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Couneil, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s proposals to close both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at

~ Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the closurs of the burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Cownmissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
cite and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that ‘¢ the Municipal Conneil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”’, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended-—vide

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated

* Balance as given in paragraph 5 of v 18dth A}§i1 e tindéhe n_cises irll tha.tf:
e T S ~ order. Nor can the Council’s plea o

16887’ .N.o' 71?'M" d:"’fed 27}{’ Mmfl.l 4,560 want of funds to construct a mosque be
Add excess of actual opening balance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
for 1807-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the
that Government Order .. .. 3040 31st March+1898 is Rs. 7,600.* The
———  Collector’srecommendation that the exeeu-

Total .. 7,600 tion of the proposed works in the new site

T don’t understand. It seems to me that the shog]d be enh:usted i kagi, 80 as fo
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. avoid any misunderstanding, does not
should adopt it. appear to be judicious. When these
I approve the other recommendations in this works have been carried out and the
note. new ground is ready for use, the
" | Municipal Council can renew its

application for the closure of the

burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanmitary
(‘ommissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion ou it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspeet and report on it before
deciding to close it.

H. W. B[Liss]. -

V. RagHava CrARLU—21-12-97.

No. The apothecary, the Collector
and the Council, all consider it should be
closed.

Please see notes above,

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. BlLiss|—5-1-08,

H. TREMENHEFRE—3-1-08,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 691 M,, dated 23rd April 1895.

»  » 1889 M., dated 2nd October 1895,
y» Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896,

———

Reap—also the following papers:—

From M.R.Ry. 8. SWAMINATHA
Calicut Division, to the Collecto
1897, No. 833.

With reference to your endorsement, Ref. on No, 82-I.F \
No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896, directing me to proeed t, 1. a}gsgft, on.G.0., Mis
an amicable settlement with the Mappilla community of the place regard; 1? ngabout
of the Mappilla burial-ground, 1 have the garding the shiftin

honour to stat, 4
on five occasions to make the necessary arrang ¢ that I proceeded to Palghat

ements.
2. As yon are well aware, the Mappillas of Pa]

the coast, are poor people having no recognised lead
coolies and a few of them have petty trade,
of their sect. Their religious head, the present kagi, is,
Mappilla.

3. T could not get any accurate information as to the to 3
in the Palghat town. According to last census there wer:a %g;?bﬁu%igap%ﬂlas
This includes Mappillas, Rowthaus and Patanies.  M.RRy. P. T' Gl i
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number about 2 01001'
but Mr. Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time is of opinion
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500. ) pinion

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
and in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. Most of those living in anq DeRF the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Cannanore, Tellicherry and Calicut
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead I a cemetery beyond the mupj.
cipal limits. There 1s no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground in the bazaar stree.t. A few use also the Manjakolum
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort.

5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompanied by Qadir
84hib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spokesman deprecated the

AIYAR Avargal, s.a,, Deputy ¢
r of Malabar, dated Calicat, “gth (ilxlszr?:t’

ghat, uilike their co-religionists on
ers of their own. hey are mostly
They have not even a tangal or a kazi
strange to say, not quite a

closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that, if once

they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burial-grounds
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrow(,i?d burlal~grou_nds
alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They wanted time
to consider over my proposals.

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon. I issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office. I lectured to
them on the necessity and advantages of elosing the existing overerowded cemetery
in the big bazaar street and having one in a good locality. 1 read to them also the
proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the existing
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L, ";1 grounds at Calicut. Thishad the desired effect, and the persons there
urial-

MaPPiih rb;nu sed to seleet an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report

present p , :

4 mmgr t:n;n third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
7. On ;

i f it, to add them to the
ire the paddy flats to the south of 1t,
me to proposetzo ?g;dtot: %%uup the eIx)1tire ground as the cemetery t:an the place of the
Oﬁ“.‘“%h?g‘i; b?zaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.
one 111

i i the branch road from the
; the Manjakolam cemetery 1s on
o L ah:;t:i{ tsz)tattlfg fort. It {s situated at a distance of abouttt50 y_a;ds oi;‘r(i)?
i bazullr:s of some Faropean gentlemen. "There are no houses o:h re:hs: :i A :
ol 0f huts on the south. It is, mo doubt, far better t al}ll . %
{)he‘:ela;:o?mflzt the biz bazaar street, which should ‘;)le c]osetti, but s{,ltl(l) ltd i;: %}ea : ;il 123
g i ita - Mappilla quarters.
i tes not very far off from Mapp 3
i 1{:&1}333;0;:31:" Sslitfe: :nd proymised to consuli.; you about the Manjakolam cemetery.
?o?f inspected the place and did not approve of 11?. g A i
9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question agam1 lm;chrfhe kazi :n?{n;;igl : w1:
9 .t i is sti oon
iating riest in the absence of the kazi who isstill at hang ;
n;) ‘:hgfggizgllrl’gdu;ag'anamrs of the Mappillas. 1 .convmced them thatf tl:ie:])e:tsﬂ:ﬁ%
?or a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlong

the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have .

i It requires
‘to. 1t is one extensive ground to the west of the road. It req
i%p]?vveelfllir?i th?l‘;l;bcharacter of the soil fis Slgtlilble forha guga%i]gerggggl z.?(ilt l:ngat?h:;
ut S a few Cheruma hu 0

purcl?)leased t:‘)tv::dsmﬁ'l‘uoct(')lf:a. Mgpl;i]i(laazrfivin g in Meparamba, this ground 1s nearer th?.lu
S re]::)wde(i Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It nii aboat a !Iflil'e
v o‘::lm cemeterv in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only fou{{ or fi ﬁ e
f__roin eb the Patani street and Mankara road. The kazi’s son and the’tvyo gpp;ha,
it Ong:arsy romised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
l;?x;;l;:e. Igllowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

or the fifth time on the 2nd instant. z}‘bout 70 Mappillas
i hlt(l)l;;a i:;?’l;tsgtlxe::uf some of the karanavars Wf“tefi v s ll_xey t(f)lghmegzt?he
:‘Zstult of their consultations (@) that they ha;)i né)hol;]iit;;nsiifog{g cll)(;s::ilgo ;ed foeuse tlﬁ%
] y a - -
buria..l-gl‘lollmt‘;:ettl;: b;;gr g?xzr'?:fs ;(5 t(l:;etth,at(tﬁey would not put the municlpality tcf) a;ay
Mpnine a'm'f the vg,ere allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (d) t at!; kl, t;:s,
S0 0 lible t{ey would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved Od Y 3 e
was not pos:h rities. provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a
sanitary au ‘; : : ;;dg'ised them to give up the idea of shifting to_Man;akolam aemeter,:r1
= S‘mkig 1d. the municipal office at 7-30 .M. on the 3rd instant. I requgst}e;
and to at nth Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
3, SEHG ?i on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
tﬁoﬂgiigrgmilﬁequested him further ta preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30
e . {
aic. o the Srd ingian revious evening did not turn up at the
11 Al}ﬁthe hg?]g%](l)l i:s.»):l;(; Tlf; ;1]‘3 ﬂi]sst%nt. About 42gmep including the kazi’s
municipal © (if - navars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the blgl
gon and some kara represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
eapiint :erZo {)e did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those present
tions as all the p al:l d they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the o.ver(i
abiout. thetr Ylﬁws,ound in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallika
crowded bul'll? '%: 1053 representt:ed that by this arrangement he would z)e 1; lgser
road. .T.he, azfor each burial in the present ground he gets from A_s. 8110 8. ﬂ?s
ecun:;ll;;gs; asl told him that the municipality would not objeet to his collecting the
ground-fees. :

:n the new place also. il -
customal‘y fees. i tade inq\f)iries at the big bazaar street and learnt that thie Patani and
tl}Q. ; 3%2;,1;::8 induced the Mappillus living in the bazaar street not to attend the
Rowthan mar
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with my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patani
behind the screens are averse to this arrangernent,wsl;):'c.;;dﬁst:,1 1150"3)‘?3 who work
cemeteries also may be closed later on. ! Mt that their

13. I was not able to get aceurate figures of burials in the existing Mappilla burial

ground in the big bazaar street. The cemetery register showed, I was told, about 80
?

burials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum.

. 14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, i
closed. It is a serious danger to the public health. T

15. The Mappillas, as a body, prefer the Manjakolam ceme '
the Kallikad road. Their main objection to theJla.tter is on t:l?o: :go::eofggj'u:l o
Though Manjakolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existing one stillls Iamqi
- not recommend it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is availaﬁle at an eas diatam
The site on the Kallikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several May illas need
is wit!xin a mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bagr}.)ar sti::a]t'
Mappillas living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabouts

0 my opinion, be

and the kazi’s son himself* have approved of the site on the Kallikad road. 1 beg

respectfully to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like the shift-
ing of the Mappilla burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to mcet the wishes of all

persons. I went to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter with the
Mappillas threadbare. They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad

’qu. " Unlike Calicut, where I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
quite amenable to reason, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who were in
the hands of wily Patanies and Rowthanus.

16. My recommendation therefore is to shift the cemetery to the site on the
Kallikad road. Assuming that the average number of hurials per annum will be 40,
2 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

17. It is quite possible that, when the existing eemetery in the big bazaar street
is elosed and a new one is opened on the Kallikad road, the Mappillas living in the
bazaar street may begin to use the Manjakolam cemetery. Thereisnothing to prevent
them from doing so, and my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
would have no objection to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground-fees.
T do not withal recommend the elosing of the Manjakolam burial-ground at present.
1t is very probable that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road when it is
properly filled up. If the evil of overcrowding in Manjakolam cemetery becomes
patent, the municipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with the
sanetion of Government.

~ 18. T regret the delay in the submission of this report. It was due mainly to the
time taken up in converting the Mappillas as far as possible to my views. The absence
of the permanent kazi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to the delay.

e

ExcLosURE.

Extract from the proceedings of the Municipal Couneil, Palghat, dated 18th Angust 1897.

- »* ™ » p

«924. Read endorsement, Ref. on C, No. 312 M. of 1897, dated 16th Augu 7
(Coliector of Malabar, on the letter, dated 9th August 1897, from the Deputy golslte:tst)?" ,C(;flitcl;:
division, stating that he does not agree with the Deputy|Collector’s suggestion, that the M‘appillas
living in the bazaar strect may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the
(hairman to state what he would suggest in the matter. 3

« And also the civil apothecary’s letter, No. 191, dated 18th August 1897, stating tl
Manjakolam Mappilla burial-ground is overcrowded with graves and gtlimt, fo ; ,r:a:f)‘xlxlsgs:z:f;dthiz
should be closed at once. ;

« The Council are of opinion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is already overcrowded,
and that it should be closed as well as the big bazaar mosque cemetery with the sanction of
Government.”

P. I. CHINNASWAMI PILLAI,

Chamrman.
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. Dis. 243-M. of 1897.
e to (0., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd

T
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Submitted to Government with referenc

896. L !
Marc; lf[he Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—vide

Jlution herewith submitted. |

COPY; j ;e:slllu\t approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar. and at Manjakolam and to open a new one ab Ka.lhlj:ad, 2 d

4. The Council will have to proyide funds for building a mosque and sinking a

well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. 1 unld suggest that

the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the

t of this dispute.
settlement o P G. W. DANCE,

Caup, PONNANI,
31st dctober 1897. Colleetor.

Orper—No. 104 M. Mis., dated 15th January 1898.

The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, aud for
making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a mausjid in it at, if po_smble’, a smaller cost than th?.t
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s eontention t}lat; the construetion of &
mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitim:ate_ pl_large on its h'mds .eamuot be (_:onsu‘iered
valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities Aet requires 1t to provide * con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and bu_mmg—gmunds and no bux:ml-ground can
be regarded us either convenient or ﬁt.tm_g if 1t does not meet 'ghe requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it 1s intended. The execution of the works should
be entrusted to the kazi us recommended by the Uol!ector. When th_e'works haje
been completed and the new burial-grou_nd is rgady for use, the Muulclp.al Couneil
should address the Government again for 1.t,s sanction to close the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery. .

9. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha

Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
Collector o Malabar.
Qanitary Commissioner.
Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only). ‘

Exd. A. F. Eccleston.
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- NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 151
JANUARY 1898.

[Sussgcr.—Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use —vide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to gelect two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—vide G.O.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The Sanitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site asa public burial-

, 2 : _ ground for Mappillas under section 234.
Vide the Chairman’s letter in G.O., No.15%9 Tt was again stated that the Mappillas

M., dated 2nd October 189. were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of indueing the Mappillas to give in quietly and aceordingly directed
M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uvide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

9. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 20d August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi's son waited
on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in
it.” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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they had no objection to the proposed site near the* Kallikad road. The De;;ut

Collector says that the Mappillas as a body prefor the Manjak T
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason thap the latter is gar :w;.?er:; ::?l:{rg

the site

but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad roaq jg situated Withil;

a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-gronnq in th
street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. He q
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks

themselves will use the new burial-ground when it ig properly filleq

%es mnot, however,
that the Mappillas
up and that when

the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal

Council may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on t

the civil apothecary that this cemetery
recommendation of the Collector, resolved

: he i
18 over-crowded with gmzzl;,m:.;?img;ntﬁ:

to close this cemetery also, Jp submitting

the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal

Council, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for

Proposals to cluse both
1 to open one at
building a mosque

and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall and that the kg,
asked to carry out ,the works so as to avoid any misunder;tanding. %A% shaiih G

3. The Mappillas having consented to the elosurs of the burial-ground in i
bazaar street at&p having ap%)roved the site near the Kallikad roadgn'eeoﬁmlt&bgg
the Sanitary Commissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
site and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the econstruction of & mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that * the Municipal Couneil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—pide

RS,
* Balanee as given in paragraph 5 of
G.0., No. 716 M., dated 27th March
1897 .. e i . 4,560
Add excess of actual opening balance
for 1897-98 over that estimated in
that Government Order ., o 3,040

e

Total .. 7,600

— e

I don’t understand, It seems to me that the
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I
should adopt it.

I approve the other recommendations in this
note.

H. W. B[Liss].

burial-ground in the big bazaar street and

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated
18th April 1895, and the notes in that
order. Nor can the Council’s plea of
want of funds to construet a mosque be
accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
the estimated balance in its favour on the
31st March 1898 is Rs. 7.600.* The
Collector’srecommendation that the execu-
tion of the proposed works in the new site
should be entrusted to the kazi, so as to
avoid any misunderstanding, does not
appear to be judicious. When these
works have been carried out and the
HT ’new ground is ready for use, the
" | Municipal Council can renew its
application for the closure of the

the Manjakolam cemetery,

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
Commissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it before

deciding to close it.
V. Ragnava CrarrLv—21-12-97.

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. B[11ss|—5-1-98.

No. The apothecary, the Collector
and the Council, all consider it should be
closed.

Please see notes above,
H. TRRMENREERE—S-I-SS.
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ks, the Municipal Couneil of Palghat to take early steps for acquiring

Requesting, with rc»mm'a“iknd road and for making it fit for use as a — for the Mappillas.

the site to the west of the K
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LOCAL AND MUNICIPAT, DEPARTMENT

Reap—again the following papers :— '

G.0., No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895,
» » 1589 M., dated 2nd October 1895,
»» Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 189

—— —

Reap—also the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. 8. SWAMINATHA AIYAR Avargal
Calieut Division, to the Collector of M T8 B, DeP“tY Collector,
1897, No. 833. alabar, dated Caliout, ‘g August

‘With reference to your endorsement, Ref, on No. 89.
No. 367 M., dated 3rd Mareh 1896, directing me to proeieI&'f(; ona} 8}? 6, on G.0., Mis,
an amicable settlement with the Mappilla community of the place p g1t o bring about
of the Mappilla burial-ground, 1 have the honour to state that I “Barding the shifting
on five occasions to make the necessary arrangements.

2. As yon are well aware, the Mappillas of Palghat, unlike the; sde G o
the coast, are poor people having no regsgnised leaders of thelil:eoqlw:u coilrellglomsts 2
cqf)otltlleg and 1;a fe;‘vho'f thiaim’have petty trade. They have not even a ta::gaslz rf,”;“’fg,’;

: . 1 dhint
& ¥ ;ﬂlias.ec eir religious head, the present kuzi, is, strange to say, not quite a

3. I could not get any accurate information as to the total num : :
in the Palghat town. According to last census there were 5,527b§fu%itln{;pﬁmas
This includes Mappillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R.Ry. P. 1. Chinnaswamiap{alll]:i'
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number about 2,000 :
but Mr. Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time, is of op,inior;
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500.

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
and in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Cannanore, Tellicherry and Calicut
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni:
cipal limits. There 18 no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground in the bazaar street. A few use also the Mau?akolam
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort,

5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompani {r
S4hib, a troublesome Patani of the place, The latter as spokesmanpde;l)i(;cgfeé1 at(}ll(la
elosing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that, if once
they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burial-’groumls
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-grounds
alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They wanted timc;
to consider over my proposals.

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon, I issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office, I ]ectlxred to
them on the necessity and advantages of _closing the existing overerowded cemetery
in the big bazaar street and having one in a good locality. 1 read to them also the
proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolying to close the existiug

Proceeded to Palghat

. the latter. I
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illa burial-grounds at Calicut. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
g‘:sgmmmiwdgz select an unobjectionable site in or near the town' and to report
the matter to me. 3 v

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the

‘one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the
main bazaar street to the fort. It 1s situated at a distance of about 150 yards from
the bungalows of some Earopean gentlemen. There are no houses on three sides of it 2
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing
burial-ground at the big bazaar street, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the Mappillas
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Manjakolam cemetery.
You inspected the place and did not approve of it. :

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now oﬁiciatinéas priest in the absence of the kazi who isstill at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the I.{allil'cad road about. two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road, It requires
no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased ut a small cost. There are a few Chernma huts to the south of it and they
can be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is about a mile
from the cemetery in tbe big bazaar street by the hlgh.road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. 'The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the

purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. I went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
result of their consultations (a) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big ba.z%.lar street ; (#) that they should be allqwfed to use the
Maniakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they yvould not put the municipality t‘o an
expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and () that if this
was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, ‘a mosque was erected and a
well sunk in it. Iadvised them to give up the idea of Shlftll})g to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 2.3 on the 3rd instant. I requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the

e o he gr’ound on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
prop requested him further to preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30

AL on the 3rd instant. : ) ;
11. All the Mappillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the

vival office at 7-30 4.0 on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
gzn;zg)ﬁ);ficamnavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big
bazaar street were represented. We did not huld.a regular meeting and pass resolu-
tions as all-the people did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those present
about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
crowded burial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
road. The kazi's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As. 8 to Rs. 2 as
ground-foés. I told him that the municipality would not objeet to his collecting the

customary fees in the new place also.

12. T again made inquiries at the big l?a?aar.streeﬁ and learnt that the Patani and
Rowthan merehaunts induced the Mappillas living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meetiug and gave them a false Lope that the matter would be dropped in a few days
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with my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patanies and the Rowthans who Wk
beﬁind the screens are averse to this arrangement, because they think that their
cemeteries also may be closed later on.

s not able to get accurate figures of buri.al's in the existing Mappilla burial-
rouig 'ii} :{12 big bazaar sgtree;_ The cemetery register showed, I was told, about 30
lg)urials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum. ;

14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, in my opinion, be
closed. It is a serious danger to the publie health.

i a body, prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to the ground on
the ]Ilaslllilg;l:ler%a?pd}l?i’eﬁ's main ):)’b?ection to the latter is on the score of distance.
Though Manjakolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existing one, still T will

t egcommend it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is available at an easy distance.
n(l)1 ; ite on the K,allikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas and
s e'stlh('3 a mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bazaar street.
Mg _ﬁn living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabouts
M?lpﬂlea]iazi’s sgon.himself have approved of the site on the Kallikad road. 1 beg
e tfully to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like the shift-
!‘eSpe(t? th {Wa illa burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of all
% I pgt to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter w:tth' the

rsm‘llsl' th“;eadbare They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad

S %S l'kre Calicui: where-I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were

I(‘;fi(:c; am:n;blé to reas,on, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who werein
ds of wily Patanies and Rowthans. :

e h;nt; My regommendation therefore is to shift the cemetery to the s:_tle1 z{n Zhoe

Kal]jka;i road. Assuming that the average number of burials per a)nnum will be 40,
9 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

17. It is quite possible that, when the existing cemetery in the big bazaar street

: L Spirgd s
i is opened on the Kallikad road, the Mappillas living in
{)Sa:igieirg:td tﬁal)lfege;ilf tls 350 the Manjakolam cemetery. Thereis nothing to prevent -

i inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
s fr}‘lom domfbggét?olg tltl)] zdlc'llli(tlil:)l;;i burials in it as he ]\?vould receive the ground-fees.
e tav?tﬁzl reJcommeud the closing of the Manjakolam bgria‘l-ground at present.
%tdiz 1wl"f)zrywproba,ble that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad rotad rW}ll)i?o]ntg el:
erly filled up. 1If the evil of overcrowding in Manjakolam ceme (ir} Joae
g:;gnt S;he municipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also wi .
?
ion of Government. : : |
SanCt] 8. 1 regret the delay in the submission of this report. It was due nﬁ?i}fgﬂt}ég
time ta];en up in converting the Mappillas as far as possible }1);0 tr:g t“igjdela §
of the permanent kazi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to y.

ExcLosuRE.
Extracr from the proceedings of the Municipal Council, Palghat, dated 18th Aungust 1897.
2 *
s “ W S

i d 16th August 1897, of the
«94. Re sment, Ref. on C. No. 312 M. of 1897, date g CLY

4. Fﬁdlsl?g?rzi the letter, dated 9th August 1897, fro’m the Deput_v (Jollt(i::to};'i ul‘]ﬁ}l:

(‘ol}ep‘lor Ol .8 b t he does not agree with the DeputyiCollector’s suggestion, that the Lappi ld;

ey itl?;lgszaai: street may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the

21;11}1%;;111 to state what he would suggest in the matter. s S

e the civil apothecary’s letter, No. 191, dated 18th August 1897, stating tha 10

M . flll:x,lnf Ihst;)appeilla burigxl-grouﬁd is overcrowded with graves and that, for reasons stated, it

anjako
e, DA jakol burial d is already overcrowded,
1 inion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is already ‘

d t‘l‘lrl;h'i sc}?c?urﬁllbiril%fs:cf lgéoz'ellmus the bingazaar mosque cemetery with the samction of

an at 1t siv

G()Vemment.(, P. I CII INN AS\VALII PIIJTIAI,

Chairmar.

No. 104 M., 15ta Janvary 1898. 5

A R R A A R A A A R R N A A A AP AR

Dis. 243-M. of 1897.

Submitted to Government with reference to .0., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd
March 1896.

2. The Council has since resolved to close the Man
copy. of resolution herewith submitted.

3. I fully approve of the proposal to eio"se the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad. A

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. T would suggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misundersta.nding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the
settlement of this dispute.

Camp, PoNNani, G. W. DANCE,
31st October 1897. Colleetor.

jakolam cemetery also—oide

OrpEr—No. 104 M. Mis., dated 15th January 1898.

The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, and for
making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a masjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than' that
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the construction of a

mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitimate charge on its funds eannot be considered
valid, as section 234 of the District Muniei

palities Aet requires it to provide *¢ con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and b

urning-grounds and no burial-ground can
be regarded as either convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it is intended. The execution of the works should

be entrusted to the kazi as recommended by the Collector., When the works have
been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Council
should address the Government again for its sanction to closs the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery,

2. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha
Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

H. TREVENHEERE,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
»  Collector ot Malabar.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.

»  Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

Exd. A, F. Eecleston,



LocaL AND MunicipaL DEPARTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 15ma
: JANUARY 1898.

» : [Sussect.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction of
Trovernment for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use—vide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Counecil was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—uide G.O.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The bdavitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the Distriet Medical and Sanitary. officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the lsite as a public burial-

nd for Mappillas under section 23:

V‘fi "‘E‘i"’ tcé“g'fi“‘(;"" tette’ i9n_ G.0., No. 1589 %:o;lvas f:gain I;lt)ateas t;mlate I‘thee elt&zx;pizl?{ié

HERPIR e use S0E. were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of indueing the Mappillas to give in quietly and aceordingly directed
M.R.Ry. 8. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uvide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 20d August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground near the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in
it.” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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they had no objection to the proposed site mear the Kallikad road. .
Col{ector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjakolam ceme te::l;h 1:) 3,?&2’
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from their quarters ;
but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad road is situated within
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in the big bazaar
street; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. e does not, however
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the M!lppilla:;
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and that when
the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Council may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representationpzf
the civil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Couneil, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s proposals to close both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the closure of the burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended b
the Sanitary Coamissioner, the Municipal Couneil may now be directed to acquire this
site and maie it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that ¢ the Municipal Council shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended-—vide

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated

¢ HotiniaSie v il o - 18dth A}§il 1895, ﬁnd éhe n‘(;fes irll that
' order, Nor can the Council’s plea of

?887’ .N.O‘ 71?.M" d?fed 27}{‘ Marcl.x 4560 Want of funds to construet a mosque be
Add excess of actual opening balance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
for 1807-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the
that Government Order .. .. 3,040 31st March 1898 is Rs. 7,600.' The

: ———  (ollector’srecommendation that the execu-

Total .. 7,600 ion of the proposed works in the new site

F e TR I should be entrusted to the kazi, so as to

1 don’t understand. It seems to me that the ; 5 f
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I avoid any misunderstanding, does not

should adopt it. appear to be judicious. When these
T approve the other recommendations in this works have b(?en carried out and the
note. new ground is ready for use, the

H.T. 5, . .
H. W. B[ss]. lMuqlc-lpal Council can renew its
application for the closure of the
burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
(lommissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it before
deciding to close it.

V. Raguava CrarLu—21-12-97.

No. The apothecary, the Collector
and the Council, all consider it should be
closed. '

Please see notes above.

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. B[ L1ss|—5-1-98,

H. TrREMENHEFRE—3-1-08,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—

. G.0., No, 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895.
5y 1089 M., dated 2nd October 1895.
Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.
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Reap—also the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. 8. SWAMINATHA AIYAR Avargal, B.A., Deputy Collector
Calicut Division, to the Collector of Malabar, dated Calicut, 9th Auoust’
1897, No. 833. 5

With reference to your endorsement, Ref. on No. 82-L.F. of 1896, on G.0., Mis.
No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896, directing me to proceed to Palghat to bring about
an amicable settlement with the Mappilla community of the place regarding the shifting
of the Mappilla barial-ground, 1 have the honour to state that I proceeded to Palghat
on five occasions to make the necessary arrangements.

2. As you are well aware, the Mappillas of Palghat, unlike their co-religionists on
the coast, are poor people having no recognised leaders of their own. They are mostly
coolies and a few of them have petty trade. They have not even a tangal or a kazi
of their seet. Their religious head, the present kuzi, is, strange to say, not quite a
Mappilla.

3. I could not get any accurate information as to the total number of Mappillas
in the Palghat town. Aeccording to last census there were 5,527 Mubhammadans.
This includes Mappillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R.Ry. P. I. Chinnaswami Pillai
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number about 2,000 ;
but Mr. Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time, is of opinion
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500.

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
and in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Cannanore, Tellicherry and Calicat.
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni-
cipal limits. There 1s no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground in the bazaar street. A few use also the Mau{:}akolum
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort.

5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompanied by Qadir
Sdhib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spokesman deprecated the
elosing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that, if once
they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burial-,groumls
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-grounds
alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They wanted time
to consider over my proposals.

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon. T issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office. I lectured to
them on the necessity and advantages of closing the existing overerowded cemetery
in the big bazaar street and having one in a good locality. 1 read to them also the
proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the existing
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Mappilla burial-grounds at Calicut. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
resent promised to select an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report

the matter to me.

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from ‘the
main bazaar street to the fort. It is situated at a distance of about 150 yards from
the bungalows of some Earopean gentlemen. There are no houses on three sides of it -
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the éxistiné
burial-ground at the big bazaar streef, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the M appillds
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Manjakolam cemetery.
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is *
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who is still at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. It requires
no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased at a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they
can be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is aboat a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Pfitani street and Mankara road. The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut. '

10. T went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
result of their consultations (a) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big bazaar street; () that they should be allowed to use the
Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (d) that if this
was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a
well sunk in it. Iadvised them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 s.. on the 3rd instant. I requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
proposed ground on the Kallikad road. Wedrove tog ther, and he certainly preferred
the latter. I requested him further.to preside at a nieeting of the Mappillas at 7-30
A.M. on the 3rd instant. \

11. All the Mgppillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the
municipal effice at 7-30 a.3. on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
son and some karanavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big
bazaar street were represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
tions as all the people did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those present
about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
crowded burial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
road. The kazi's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As. 8 to Rs. 2 as
ground-fees. - I told him that the municipality would not objeet to his collecting the
customary fees in the new place also.

12. 1 again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani and
Rowthan merchants indueed the Mappillas living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meeting and gave them a false hope that'the matter would be dropped in a few days
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“ And also the civil apothecary’s letter, No. 191 d -

Manjakolam Mappilla burial-ground is ove  dated 18th August 1897, stati
A Y ' 1 that the
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“The Council are of opinion that the Maniak .
and that it should be closed as well as theAbtilg:'lJ’li}z\liam 1):17-13]
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-ground is already overcrowded,
© cemetery with the sanction of

A CHINNASWAMI PILLAIL
Chairman,
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Dis. 243-M. of 1897.
Submitted to Government with reference to G.O., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd

March 1896.

9 The Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—vide
opy of resolution herewith submitted.

3. I fully approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad.

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. T would suggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the
settlement of this dispute.

Camp, PoNNaxI,
31st October 1897.

G. W. DANCE,
Collector.

OrpEr—No. 104 M. Mis., dated 15th January 1898,

The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Cominissioner, and for
making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a musjid in it at, if possible, a smuller cost than that
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the construction of a
mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitimate charge on its funds cannot be considered
valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities Aet requires it to provide * con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and burning-grouunds and no burial-ground can
be regarded as either convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it is intended. The executién of the works should
be entrusted to the kazi as recommended by the Collector. - When the works have
been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Couneil
should address the Government aain for its sanction to closa the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery.

2. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha

Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

4

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
Collector ot Malabar.

Sanitary Commissioner.

Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).
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Exd, A, F, Eccleston.
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! [appilla barial-ground, 1 have the h;n%ureflot: " ' 1 karana"vars pPromised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time fiir ths
of téle occasions to make the necessary arra gt Palghat, unlike their co-religionists on A purpose. 1 allowed them he . s i
o i he Mappillas of Palghat, =x
well aware, the Mapp
2. As you are we

TR heir own. They are mostly. | | : . | | |
the eoast, are poor pecple having no recog dm ]el eyrshzf‘.f; lﬁiz even a tan:gal or a kazi 1 10. T went there for the fifth ¢ ) Rivas t
e w have petty trade. Th g 3
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avars wai ppi]las
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azi, 1 strange to say, no qu :
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of their sect.

hey told me as the

sing of the existin
i 3 ;Iurig]-kgriound on zhe bfig ]l;az;_ialr s?re)zetth : t(tblz that igey :houtltzh be allqw_'edl!:g utse the
: : r oi Mappilas ‘ anjakolam cemetery for urials ; (¢) tha €y would not pu ® municipality to ap
Mappilla. 1d ot get any accurate information as hto th‘: ;(.)5315 %%?bfi uhat“mi%?nsf 3 expeLditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (@) tha);; if this g
3. I con t town. According to last census t eﬁeR P T itnssw sl Pillai Was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
in the Palgba illas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R.Ry. M ARt HRoR 2,000 ; 4 sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, A mosque was erected and a
This includes MaPEh frothn, told - me thit  the Mappillas wou ¢ tiiad] Is Of Opiait H well sunk in it. Jadyiseq them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
Avargal, the late C al;mwés Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for som ? B and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 4.y. on the 3rd instant, 1 requested
bat Mr. Kunhayan, w ? Mappillas will not exceed 1,500. L i Mr. Austin, the Heaqd Assistant Colleetor, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
that the total number of Mapp live in Meparamba at the western end o ‘? e 4 Proposed ground on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferreq
4. The Mappillas of Palghat tl}‘:e abouts. Most of those living in a’?‘j %‘allj ot % the latter. I requested hin further to preside at o meeting of the Mappillas at 7-3
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closing of thed Ptfile arrangement, the Government wou rerowded burial-grounds 3 pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he s from As. 8 to Rs. 2 ag
they consented to also. I assared them that overe st witod Pans 1 round-fees. I told him that the municipality would not object to his collectip the
. s and Rowthans d and not all. They wante 3 g : g
Frli Pa(tiamiel by sanitary officers would be closed an 3 customary fees in the pew place also.
alone condemned by sals. : 12. T again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani anq
to consider over my PrOPqt I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon.I ]Irllt?;ée;it: : Rowthan m«%ehants indug-d the M:tppillng living in the bazaar Street not to attepq the
6. On my second visit, he Mappillas at the municipal office, ik . meeting and gave them a false Liope that the matter would be dropped in o few days
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ing ome in a good locality. % 5a San, Kan iy
b i baZfa “;mﬁ?ttn:;gthglﬁ Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the existing
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proceedings
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. “my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patanies and the Rowthans who work

«d the screens are averse 1o this arrangement, because they think that their
theYsteries also may be closed later on.
A

y t able to get aceurate figures of burials in the existing Mappilla buria].
°”ou§g mI 1?{1281;; bazaar t;gtreet. The cgmetery register showed, I was told, about 8¢
i birials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum.

Ee 8840 The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, in my opinion, be

- closed. It is a serious danger to the public health.
[ 18%

tha Talli i in objection to the latter is on the score of distance,
% wﬁ?kagiamq;tﬁlétg;mis ixjnﬁnitely better than tht_a existing one, std}l will
; ;ﬁz s egd it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is available at an easy distance,
qﬁ re_oommthe K;sllikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas and
?he o ile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bazaar street.
K ffa Wghﬂ};lsali?ing in Meparamba and some living in the bazz}alar Iztll(;elf s:ind th]el‘ealbol;lpts
B Map . : he site on the Kallika road.
and the kazi's son himself have approved of t ; IS ion ke (e LHate
<. i he settlement of a very difficult question li ke
respectfully to sgbmlt t!mt ol it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of all
e Rt tho IM app;ﬂﬁoblg;?iﬁr: uorildsf’iwl'tz ls:n:acl:ltsions {;ud discussed the matter with the
| persons. Wel:i Bt T%ey can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad
g ppliss tillltre%al?cu;; where I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
;ﬁe ag:xiab?e to reas’on, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who were in

: f wily Patanies and Rowthans. -
i handsl; reg;mmendation therefore is to shift the ce.metery to the SI.tﬁ r}w: Z}E)e
K lhl];gd mzd Assuming that the average nnmber of hurials per annum wi i
a :

. 2 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

is qui 1 isting cemetery in the big bazaar street
A p(:)i:l ?s}eo;l;?l%dwgsntﬁe I?;llika?i road, thyc; Mappillas living in th(ta
R it o nelv;v in to use the Manjakolam cemetery. There is nothing to prevend
- i) e%:ld my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this g{ofu)n
i domgbggt’ztion to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground- ceet;.
ft o s hav?tﬁolz-ejcommeud the closing of the Manjakolam bm'm:l-g,vroumfi at’}presietni;
4 kil ; ble that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road w ll)el? -
| Hhalhint ﬁ:(c)l?l If the evil of overcrowding in Manjakolam cemetery ?t(iﬂrlt]he
pr:epsz'lyﬂi mum%ipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with
patent, )
1 rnment. e
i samt]an (;frf;:jc the delay in the submission of this rq}l)’(l)rté I; w;a;: g:e 11"11‘21]111;1;\1 lf:e ;Eg
i ' 1 ing the Mappillas as far as possi e tom S
gﬁgew;emﬁéﬂtcﬁgfr;hgse returxlx) pI awaited long, contributed to the delay.

——

ExcLosure.
icipal Counei t 1897.
ExTracr from the proceedingsi of the Mumm}:al Couneil, I’al.ghat, dated 18t.h Augus

, 16th August 1897, of the
“ t, Ref. on C. No. 312 M. of 1897. dated ug s
ot 8 ?;;dl e}?aiorsﬁnzgz letter, dated 9th August 1897, from the Deputy (Jolltictoﬁ (nl.ll(]g:
Coilector of Ma athat,he does not agree with the DepntyiCollector’s suggestion, that the ‘ta'm“tll A
QIvsxo?I; stt}?:lgfmar street may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the
lél‘;:llilxigmnn to state what he woold suggest in the matter, i R
¢ Iso the civil apcthecary’s letter, No. 191, dated 18th August 1897, & atmgy tn ] 1’{
M fz'ilfAnll];lma hsloappi]la burfal-grouxid is overcrowded with graves and that, for reasons stated. it
Manjake
should be closed at once. : 3 ity st
il are inion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is read) ;
dt‘}; Tth'(: Splij(cldl 2ncl(')iizip]:;m:\etumns the bingazaﬂr mosque cemetery with the sanction of
an Aal 1 on J v
s P. I. CHINNASWAMI PILLAL

Chairman,

~ 15. The Mappillas, as a body, prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to the ground on ’
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Dis. 243-M. of 1897

Submitted to Government with reference to G.0., Mis. No. 367 M, da

March 1896.

2. The Council has since resolved to ¢
copy of resolution herewith submitted.

3. I fully approve of the proposal to eloge
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal hg
settlement of this dispute.

Caxp, Poxnang,
31st October 1897,

the Mappilla cemeterjes in the

at Kallikad,

¢
menw‘

W\m;
1

tod

lose the Manjakolam cemetery also—-;

$

b,

Y

s displayed his usug] taet in the -

G. W, DANCE, .
Collector,

OrpER—No. 104 M, Mis., dated 15th January 1898,

The Munieipal Couneil of Palg
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected b
making it fit for use as g burial-ground " for the M
it out with paths and providing a musjid in it at
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610, The Couneil’s

mosque in the burial-ground is not 5 legitimate charg

valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities
venient and fitting places” for burial and burning-
be regarded as either convenient or fitting if it doos
religion for the followers of which it is intended.

be entrusted to the kazi as recommended by the

been completed and the new burial-ground is reaq
should address the Government again for its sanetion

2. The Government is pleased to note che tact displayed by M.R

Aiyar in the settlement, of this matter,

(True Extract. )

To the Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Palghat.
»  Collector of Malabar.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.
»  Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

Exd, A, F, Eccleston,

The execution

hat is requested to take early steps for acquirin

¥ the Sanitary Commis
appillas, by fencing it
s 1f possible, a smaller

sioner, and for
round, laying
cost than that
contention that the coustruction of g
e on its funds cannot he considered

Aet requires it to provide * eon-
grounds and no burial-ground can
not meet the requirements of the

H. TREMENHEERE

Ag. Seeretary to Goyern

)
ment.

of the works should
Collector. When the works haye .

y for use, the Muuicipal Couneil
to close the mosque burial-groung
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 15w ﬂ
JANUARY 1898, A

[Sussrcr.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

In September 1894, the Municipal Couneil of Palghat requested the sanotioig 3
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the b
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of thy
town was highly objectionable aud the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were “also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The \
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly

and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—yide G.0.,

No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Couneil accordingly selected four

sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,

met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer, The Sanitary

Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the

one selected by the District Medidal and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of

another situated to the west of tiie Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the

former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with

paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that jt was unable to meet

the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of

Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public barial-

Vide the Ohairman's latter in G.0,, No. 1589 §rou0d f;’;};‘fg{’;ﬁ;‘g sy rth?cﬂ:’;pﬁi’f;
M., dated 2nd Ootober 1895. were still opposed to the closure of the

existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new#

site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to

try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed

M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha Alyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to procesad to

Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the

Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciousiy -~

—uvide 3.0., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896. »

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar }’orwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their‘kazi’g son waited

==

fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowedto use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not

possible, they would use the ground near the Kallikad rogg approved by thmltju-y -

to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
‘o be held in the muni»ipal office the\yext day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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~ they had no objection to the proposed site near the Kallikad
Collector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjakolam mtemt: t.lt)Ae e
on the Kallgad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from th?ir qmet:rlate'

~ but'that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad road is situated within

~"a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground i ig bazaa
/-/ street; and he accordingly recommends thisoslgtter site. gfle gole; t::t blfo g
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Maw;ﬂ'ﬁ;
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and thatp when
the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Council may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representation of
the civil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitti
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Counecil, the Cellector states that he fully approvesqhx
= .‘sa Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
likad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the elosure of the burial-ground in t‘he big

bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended b
the Sanitary Cowamissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
site and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that *‘ the Municipal Conneil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—vide
paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated

e vl b kel & f RS, 18dth Aeril 1895, t;llnd éhe ng;l;es irl1 tha;
order. Nor can the Council’s plea o

?837’ ﬁo' 71?.M" df’fed 27_“.1 Mmfh 4560 Want of funds te construct a mosque be
Add excess of actual opening belance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
for 1897-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the
that Government Order .. .+ 8,040 3B81st March 1898 is Rs. 7.600.* The

: . ———  (Collector’srecommendation that the execu-

Total .. 7,600 tion of the proposed works in the new site

l should be entrusted to the kazi, so as to

1 don’t understand. It seems to me that the
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I
should adopt it.

I approve the other recommendations in this
te. y ;
3 H. W. B[Lss]. o , Municipal Council can renew its
application for the closure of the
burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
Commissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspeet and report on it before

deciding to close it.
V. Raguava CearLu—21-12-97.

avoid any misunderstanding, does not
appear' to be judicious. When these
works have been carried out and the
new ground is ready for use, the

No. The apothecary, the Colleetor

This is quite enough, T should say. and the Council, all consider it should be
H. W. B[11ss|—5-1-98, closed.

Please see notes above,
H. TreMENHEERE—3-1-98,

e Council’s proposals to close both

the site to the wost of the Kallikad r

Goberument (1898 of $Wabras.
LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL

——

MISCELLANEQUS,

- Reed,
Enelosures
1898,
Reqd.
g Spare copies
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Burial-ground.

Requesting, with remarks, the Municipal Couneil of Palghat to take earl

cad and for making it fit for use as a _.Y steps for acquiring
L]

for the Mappillas,

T -y
7’;’2\ A
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

e LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0., No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895.
A 2080 M., dated 2nd October 1895.
Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

»

—— ——

Reap—also the following papers:—
: J . g : r Collector
R.Ry. S. SWAMINATHA AIYAR Avargal, B.A., Deputy Collector,
FromCa):lIicut Igivision, to .the Collector of Malabar, dated Calicut, 9th August

1397, No. 833.

With reference to your endorsement, Ref. on No. 82-L.F. of 1896, on 3.0., Mis.
{o. 367 M., dated 3rd Mareh 1896, directing me to proceed to Palghat to bringabout
No. icai)l; settlement with the Mappilla community of the place regarding the shifting
zlfl f};]; Mappilla barial-ground, 1 have the honour to state that I proceeded to Palghat

on five occasions to make the necessary arrangements.

9. As yon are well aware, the Mappillas of Palghat, unlike their co-religionists on
the coast, are poor pe: jple having no recognised ']:;~a(lex's of their own. They are mosll}t
e g Jaw of them have petty trade. They have not even a tangal or a kazi
of their seet. Their religious head, the present kazi, is, strange to say, not quite a
Mappilla. : :

3. T could not get any accurate information as to the total number of Mappillas
in the Palghat town. According to lﬂft census there were 5,527 Mubammadans.
This includes Mappill:_ls, Rowthans and Patanmes. M.R. Ry. P. I. Chinnaswami Piilai
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number about 2,000 ;
bat Mr. Kunhayan, who was h}xb-.\laglstx'aate at Palg_‘mt for some time, is of opinion
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500.

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
and in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. ;\‘.'lost- of thq:se living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from (,,uuu?.uore,ri'elhchvrr_v and Calicut.
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead, in a cemetery bevond the muni.
cipaf limits. There 1s no ohjt'ctiun to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
strect use the burial-ground in the bazaar street. A few use also the Maujakolum
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort.

5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompanied by Qadir
84hib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spukcmngn (_lt,-pm,ut?d the
closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street ana said that, if once
they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burl‘ul-grmmd,
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-grounds
alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They waunted time
to consider over my proposals.

6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had ;:oqo'tn langoon. 1 issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the mu_ulglpu] office. I lectured to
them on the necessity and advantages of closing the existing overcrowded cemetery
in the big bazaar street and having one in a gnml locality. | read to them ::lﬁn the
proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the existing
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Mappilla burial-grounds at Calicut. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
resent promised to select an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report
the matter to me. )

" 7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite’satisﬁed with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the
main bazaar street to the fort. It is situated at a distance of about 150 yards from
the bungalows of some Faropean gentlemen. There areno houses on three sides of if ;
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing
burial-ground at the big bazaar streef, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. T told the Mappillas
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Manjakolam cemetery.
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who isstill at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. Tt requires

no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be

purchased at a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they

¢an be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer thau

the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is about a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. 'The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. I went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
result of their consultations (@) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big bazaar street; () that they should be allowed to use the
Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditare if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (d) that if this
was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a
well sunk in it. Iadvised them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 a.x. on the 3rd instant. I requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
proposed ground on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
the latter. I requested him further to preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30
Aar on the 3rd instant.

\111' All the Mappillas who met me the previous‘ evening did not turn up at tﬁe
\ municipal effice at 7-30 a.M. on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s

son and some karanavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big
bazaar street were represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
tions as all the people did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those pl'esént
about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
crowded burial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
road. The kaz's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As. 8 to Rs. 2 as
ground-fees. I told him that the municipality would not object to his collecting the
customary fees in the new place also. ’ :

12. 1 again made inquiries at the big bazaar st.cev and learnt that the Patani and
Rowthan mi rehants indueed the Mappillas living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meeting and gave them a false Lope that the matter would be dropped in a few days

gt s
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with my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patani
behind .the sereens are averse to this arrangement: e;:;?l:: et::o w:l}:?ﬂs who wor_k
. cemeteries also may be closed later on. Y think that their
13. I was not able to get aceurate figures of Burials in the existi
ground in the big bazaar street. The cemetery registernshosvgdmsltm
burials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum, ¢

14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar st
closed. It is a serious danger to the public health.

15. The Mappillas, as a body, prefer the Manjakolam 2
the Kallikad road. Their main objection to theJlatter i: eietfﬁ :c)othe fgrqund on
Though Manjakolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existin o::ao tgilllstanqe.
not recommend it, as a first-class unobjectionable site is available atéfm i s :1 LT will
The site on the Kallikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several h::y .l‘l’::nne.
is within a mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the bie bagg,. stran;i
Mappillas living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereaboeuft;
and the kazi's son himself have approved of the site on the Kallikaq road. 1 be
respectfully to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like the shii’t&f
ing of the Mappilla burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of all

rsons. I went to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter with the
Mappillas threadbare. They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad
road. Unlike Calicut, where I had fo deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
quite amenable to reason, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who were in
the bands of wily Patanies and Rowthans,

16. My recommendation therefore is to shift the cemetery to the si'to on the
Kallikad road. Assuming that the average nuprer of hurials per annum will be 40,
2 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave,

17. It is quite possible that, when the existing cemetery in the big bazaar street
is closed and a new one is opened on the Kallikad road, the Mappillas living in the
bazaar street may begin to use the Manjakolafn cemetery. There is nothing to prevent
them from doing so, and my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
would have no objection to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground-fees.
T do not withal recommend the closing of the Manjakolam buna}-ground at present,
It is very probable that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road when it is
properly filled up. If the evil of overcrowding in Manyc_tkolam cemetery becomes
patent, the municipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with the
sanction of Government.

18. I regret the delay in the submission of this report. It was due mainly to the
time taken up in converting the Mappillas as far as possible to my views. The absence
of the permanent kazi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to the delay.

g Mappilla burial-
was fﬂld, about 30

reet should, in my opinion, he

—

Excrosure.

Extract from the proceedings of the Municipal Couneil, Palghat, dated 18th Angust 1897.

. . - “ .

“24. Read endorsement, Ref. on C. No. 312 M. of 1897, dated 16th August 1897, of the
Collector of Malabar, on the letter, dated 9th August 1897, from the Deputy Collector, Calicut
division, stating that he does not agree with the DeputyiCollector’s suggestion, that the Mappillas
living in the bazaar street may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the
Chairman to state what he would suggest in the matter.

“ And also the civil apothecary’s letter, No. 191, dated 18th August 1897, stating that the
Manjakolam Mappilla burial-ground is overcrowded with graves and that, for reasons stated. it
should be closed at ouce.

“The Council are of opinion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is already overcrowded,
and that it should be closed as well as the big bazaar mosque cemetery with the sanction of

Government.”
P. I. CHINNASWAMI PILLAI

Chairman,

i g —
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Dis. 243-M. of 1897.

Submitted to Government with reference to G.0., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd
March 1896.

2. The Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—uvide
copy of resolution herewith submitted.

3. I fully approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad.

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. T would suggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the

settlement of this dispute. o,
Canp,, PoxNan, G. W. DANCE,
31st Oclober 1897. Collector.

Orper—No. 104 M, Mis., dated 15th J anuary 1898.

The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, and for
making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
it out with paths and providing a masjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than that
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the eonstruction of a
mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitimate charge on its funds eannot be considered
valid, as seetion 234 of the District Municipalities Act requires it to provide *con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and burning-grounds and no burial-ground can
be regarded us ether convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it is intended. The execution of the works should
be entrusted to the kazi as recommended by the Collector. When the works have
been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Counecil
should address the Government acain for its sanction to closs the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemotery.

2. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha
Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.

Collector oi Malabar.
Sanitary Commissioner.
Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

”
»»"
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Exd. A, F. Eccleston,
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LocAr axp MunrcrpaL Derarturny,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., M1s. No. 104 M., DATED 151x
JANUARY 1898.

[Sursecr.— Mappiila burial-grounds, Palghat.)

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanetion of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
fown was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were “also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use —oide G.0., No. 1708 M., dated 13th November 1894, But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Couneil in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or

point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary. Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths

sites, of which one elose to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer, The Sanitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the District Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the

Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a publie barial-
i S e 60, .15 O o Mpllr e i3

et were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to uss it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and aceordingly directed
M.R.Ry. 8. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uvide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of

burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground near the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in
it.” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day.  About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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they had no objection to the proposed site near the Kallikad road.

Col{'eotor says thgt the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjakolam ceme te;l;h;) g??g
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from their q ite
bat that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad road is situated withixi
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in the big bazaar
street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. He does not, however
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Mappillas
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and that when
the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Council may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representation of
the civil apothecary that this cemetery is over-ecrowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Council, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s proposals to close both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Counecil should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up 2 compound wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the closure of Qhe burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Cowmissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
gite and make it fit for use asa burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if poesible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
seotion 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that ‘the Municipal Council shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet

th irements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—uvide
te e 8 paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated

s.  18th April 1895, and the notes in that

* Balance s given in P"‘S“Ph] [5 °lf order. Nor can the Council’s plea of
(1}887’ No. 716 M., dated 37th 4560 want of funds to construct a mosque be
AN ‘sssssof ackasl opening bel 3 accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
(}or ixs‘;)e'jtsg :ver &Tﬁ{ﬁ.ﬁnﬁ the estimated balance in its favour on the

that Government Order oo .. 3,040 3lst March 1898 is Rs. 7.600.* Tbe

: -——  (Collector’srecommendation that the execu-

Total .. 7,600 gion of the proposed works in the new site

i ~— | should be entrusted to the kazi, so as to

I don’t understand. It seems to me that the I avoid any misunderstanding, does not

Collector’ tion i judicious. I PR
r’s suggestion is very judicio appear to be judicious. When these

should adopt it. :
1 approve the other recommendations in this works have been earried out and the
note. new ground is ready for wuse, the

H. W. B[11ss]. T Municipal Council ean renew its
application for the closure of the
burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer nor the Samitary
(ommissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would
be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspeet and report on it before
deciding to close it.

V. Raguava CearLv—21-12-97.

No. The apothecary, the Collector

This is quite enough, I should say. and the Council, all consider it should be
H. W. B[L1ss|—5-1-08. elosed. :

Please see notes above,
H. TreMENHEERE—3-1-08.
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Mappilla. €I religious heg
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elosing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said th
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they 3
¥ consented to the arrangement, the Government would close the bun'xﬁt’ if one

of the Patanies and Row_thans also. I assured them that overcrowded burig)
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6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had
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: ial-grounds at Calicat. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
B’f:ggﬂ};gﬁ:idgto select an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report
the matter to me. .

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the pa@dy flats to the south of it, t_o add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the
main bazaar street to the fort. It 1s situated at a distance of about 150 y:ards fr(_>m
the bungalows of some Faropean gentlemen. There are no houses on three sides of it
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing
burial-ground at the big bazaar street, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the M appillas
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Man Jakolam cemetery.
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who is still at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. Tt requires
no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased ut a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they
can be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is about a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. "The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. I went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
result of their consultations (a) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big bazaar street ; (6) that they should be allowed to use the
Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and () that if this
was not possible they would use the ground on'the Kallikad road approved of by the
sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a
well sunk in it. Tadvised them to give up theidea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 a.M. on the 3rd instant. 1 requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
proposed ground on the Kallikad road. ‘We drove together, and he certainly preferred
the latter. I requested him further to preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30
A.M. on the 3rd instant.

11. All the Mappillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the
municipal office at 7-30 4.:M. on the 8rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
son and some karanavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big
bazaar street were represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
tions as all the people did not attend. Mr. Austin and myself asked those present
about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
crowded burial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
road. The kazi's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As, 8 to Rs. 2 as
ground-fees. I told him that the municipality would not object to his collecting the

customary fees in the new place also.

12. T again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani and
Rowthan mcrchants induccd the Mappillus living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meeting and gave them a false Lope that the matter would be dropped in a few days
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 15tm
JANUARY 1898. :

[Sumsect.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.]

In September 1894, the Municipal Couneil of Palghat requested the sanction of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable aud the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also” of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly

authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had

been provided for their use —oide (.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing

the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths

and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—uvide G.0.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kullikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer, The danitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving tha
one selected by the Distriet Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs, 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meat
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public burial-

. . ¢ ground for Mappillas under section 234.
Vide the Chairman’s letter in G0, No.15%9 7, was again stated that the Mappillas

M., dated 2nd Ootober 1895. were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed
M.R.Ry. 8. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judiciously
—uwide G.0., No. 367 M., duted 3rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead

~of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any

expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground near the Kallika i road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosq e was erected and a well sunk in
it,” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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with my deputation to the Cochin State. The Patanies and the Rowthans whq
behind the sereens are averse to this arrangement, because hey think who work
cemeteries also may be closed later on. that thejr

13. T was not able to get accurate figures of burials in the existin
ound in the big bazaar street. The cemetery register showed, I
burials per annum. It cannot exceed 40 per annum.

14. The existing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should, in m
closed. It is a serious danger to the publie health.

15. The Mappillas, as a bedy, prefer the Manjakolam cemetery to the ground
the Kallikad road. Their main objection to the latter is on the score of distan: n
Though Manjakolam cemetery is infinitely better than the existing one, still I wi?i
not recommend it, as a first-class unobjeetionable site is available at an easy distance
The site on the Kallikad road is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas anq
is within a mile to all Mappillas who now use the cemetery in the big bazaar street
Mappillas living in Meparamba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabouts
and the kazi's son himself have approved of the site on the Kallikad road. I beg
respectfully to submit that in the settlement of a very difficult question like the shift-
ing of the Mappilla burial-grounds, it is extremely difficult to meet the wishes of all
persons. I went to Palghat on five occasions and discussed the matter with the
Mappillas threadbare. They can show no valid objection to the site on the Kallikad
road. Unlike Calicut, where I had to deal with respectable Mappilla leaders who were
quite amenable to reason, I had in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who were in
the hands of wily Patanies and Rowthans.

16. My recommendation therefore is to shift the eemetery to the site on.the
Kallikad road. Assuming that the average number of burials per annum will be 40,
2 acres of ground will last for sixty years allowing 4 square yards per grave.

17. It is quite possible that, when the existing cemetery in the big bazaar street
is elosed and a new one is opened on the Kallikad road, the Mappillas living in the
bazaar street may begin to use the Manjakolam cemetery. There is nothing to prevent
them from doing so, and my inquiries showed that the priest in charge of this ground
would have no objection to additional burials in it as he would receive the ground-fees.
T do not withal recommend the closing of the Manjakolam burial-ground at present.
It is very probable that they may all use the ground on the Kallikad road when it is
properly filled up. If the evil of overcrowding in Manjakolam cemetery becomes
patent, the municipality may then take steps to close this cemetery also with the
sanction of Government.

18. T regret the delay in the submission of this report. It was due mainly to the
time taken up in converting the Mappillas as faras possible to my views. The absence
of the permanent kazi, whose return I awaited long, contributed to the delay.

g Mappilla buria]
Wwas told, about, 30

¥ opinion, be

>

———

Excrosure.
Extracr from the proceedings of the Municipal Couneil, Palghat, dated 18th August 1897.
L4 ¥ * L *

« 24. Read endorsement, Ref. on C. No. 312 M. of 1897, dated 16th August 1897, of the
Collector of Malabar, on the letter, dated 9th August 1897, from the Deputy Collector, Calicut
division, stating that he does not agree with the DeputyiCollector’s suggestion, that the Mappillas
living in the bazaar street may be allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery and requesting the
Chairman to state what he wouold suggest in the matter.

« And also thq civil apothecary’s letter, No. 191, dated 18th August 1897, stating that the
Manjakolam Mappilla burial-ground is overcrowded with graves and that, for reasons stated, it
should be closed at once.

“ The Council are of opinion that the Manjakolam burial-ground is already overcrowded,
and that it should be closed as well as the big bazaar mosque cemetery with the sanction of
Government.”

P. I. CHINNASWAMI PILLAI,

Chanrman.
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5 Dis. 243-M. of 1897.

Qubmitted to Government with reference to (.0., Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd
March 1896.

9 The Council has since resolved to close the Manjakolam cemetery also—uvide
copy of resolution herewith submitted.

3. 1 fully approve of the proposal to close the Mappilla cemeteries in the big
bazaar and at Manjakolam and to open a new one at Kallikad.

4. The Council will have to provide funds for building a mosque and sinking a
well on the new ground besides putting up a compound wall. 1 would suggest that
the kazi should be asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar Avargal has displayed his usual tact in the
settlement of this dispute.

Camp, Poxnaxg,
31st October 1897.

s R

G. W. DANCE,
Colleetor.

——

Orper—No. 104 M. Mis., dated 15th January 1898.

The Municipal Couneil of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
the site to the west of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, and for

making it fit for use as a burial-ground for the Mappillas, by feneing it round, laying

it out with paths and providing a musjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than that
estimated, namely, Rs. 4,610. The Council’s contention that the eovstruction of a
mosque in the burial-ground is nota legitimate charge on its funds cannot be considered
valid, as section 234 of the District Municipalities Aet requires it to provide *¢ con-
venient and fitting places” for burial and burning-grounds and no barial-ground ean
be regarded as e ther convenient or fitting if it does not meet the requirements of the
religion for the followers of which it is intended. The execution of the works should
be entrusted to the kazi us recommended by the Collector. When the works have
been completed and the new burial-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Council
should address the Government again for its sanction to close the mosque burial-ground
in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemotery,

2. The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha
Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ayg. Seeretary to Govermment.

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
Collector oi Malabar.

Sanitary Commissioner.

Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

”
»"

»

Exd. A, F. Eccleston.
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had no objection to the proposed site near the Kallikad road.
(tJ}:)elfector says thzit; the Mappillas as a body prefer the M?.ugukolam ceme tervl;htz 312 Frind
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from thejp quarters ;
but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Ka}likad* road is situated withiy
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in the big bazaar
street ; and he accordingly recoxpmends this latter site. He does not, however
recommend the closure of the Mgn]akolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Mﬂppilla:;
themselves will use the new bumal-gr.ound when it is properly filled up and that Ay
the evil of over-crowding in the Man]akohm cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Council may take steps to clc_)se it. The Qouncﬂ, however, on the representation of
the eivil apothecary that this cemetery is over-crowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Council, the Collector states that he fully approves the Council’s proposals to close both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a eompoux}d wall, and that the kazi should be
“asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the elosure of t_he burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Cowmissioner, the Municipal Council may now be directed to acquire this
gite and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of.a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site required for a burial-ground is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that ¢ the Municipal Conncil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—uvide

paragraph 4 of G.0., No. 672 M., dated

B e Bvarnpl . of BS. 18dth A}ﬁil 1895, t;:nd é:he ng;tes illl tha;
00 order. Nor can the Council’s plea o

?887’ Noi 116 M., dxied 37tk March 4560 Want of funds to construet a mosque be
Add ‘exoess of ackual opeming balance accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
for 1807-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the
that Government Order .. .. 3,040 31st March 1898 1is Rs. 7.600.* The
———  (Collector’srecommendation that the execu-

Total .. 7,600 tion of the proposed works in the new site

B S vd Tt aeas €0 e that the I should be entrusted to the kazi, so as to

puty

MISCELLANEQUS.
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Regd.
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G.0., No. 104 M., 15th January 1895.
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Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I avoid any misqndgrgxtanding, does not
should adopt it. appear to be judicious. When (these

1 approve the other recommendations in this l works have been carried out and the

note. new ground is ready for use, the

H. W. B[1ass]. ',Municipal Council ean renew its

application for the closure of the g b

burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery. JABME | LS -

But as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer rzor the Sanitary ' ‘

C'ommissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion on it, it would

be better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it before
deeiding to close it.

Y. Raguava CHARLU-21—} 2-97.

No, The apothecary, the Collector
and the Council, all consider it should be
closed.

Please see notes above,

This is quite enough, I should say.

H. W. B[11ss|—5-1-08. Burial-ground.
Requesting, with remarks, the Municipal C : y b
s ke road":g; forof:é]in(g ilt’aéghat to take early steps for acquiring

H. TREMENHEERE—3-1-98, t for use as a — for the Mappillas,

i J . _ TSR il
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Mappilla burial-grounds at Calicat. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
present promised to select an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report
the matter to me.

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT. et

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the
main bazaar street to the fort. It 1s situated at a distance of about 150 yards from
the bungalows of some Earopean gentlemen. There are no houses on three sides of it -
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing
burial-ground at the big bazaar streef, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the M appillas
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Man jakolam cemetery.,
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who is still at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Pallepromm gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. It requires
no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased ut a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they

~ can be removed. To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is about a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but only four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. I went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas

Reap—again the following papers :(—
G.0., No, 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895.
‘', , 1589 M., dated 2nd October 1895.

Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896.

»

— e r——

Reap—also the following papers:— ¢

RRy. 8. SWAMINATHA ATYAR Avargal, B.A, Deputy Collector,
meC}l[ieut ls)’ivision, to the Collector of Malabar, dated Calicut, 9th A i‘
1897, No. 833. 18 ,m-. |
: to your endorsement, Ref. on No. 82-L.F. 0f 1896, on G.0., Mis.
N :g";t;llre(fliﬁgcgrdoﬁarch 1896, diree;ing me to proceed to Palghat;‘ to bnng about
0. .cabl; settlement with the Mappilla community of the place regarding the shiftin
z,xfl :hn;lMappilla barial-ground, 1 have the honour to state that I Proceeded to Ealghaf,i
on five occasions to make the necessary arrapgementg. ; . B
. 9. As von are well aware, the Mappillas of Palghat, unlike their co-rellglomgfs"
the coast aZe poor people having no recognised Jeaders of their own. They are mos
b

coolies and a few of them have petty trade. They haye not even a tangal or a kaai

of their sect. Their religious head, the present kazi, is, strange to say, not qmw

Mappilla. ‘

=

W -
feik’

» T

b ¢

ot get any accurate information as to the total number of Mappl with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the
in ﬁhz.PIalcgol:ﬂg ?Owge Ag;ording to last census there were ?’5&3. M“ha.“,m;ag? result of their consultations () that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
This includes Mappillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R.Ry. Pl.d : i)nnas;voarg 9 000; burial-ground on the big bazaar street; (4) that they should be allowed to use the
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas wou "uT. i ufo"‘,ini poct 3 * Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to an
* buat Mr. ’Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time, 1s of opinior . "“3‘3 . expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (&) that if this
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500. - BB 3y Was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the
i he Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town A g sanitary authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a
et a& treet and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the § A well sunk init. Tadvised them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
m-ld ety ti orary settlers from Cannanore, Tellicherry and Calicut. |/ and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 .. on the 3rd instant. 1 requested
L R gyl 'm%tf aj;amba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni- Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
Many of the e be'p tion to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar | ¥ f | proposed ground on the Kullikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
Cipalthmﬁst'he '11)‘1}::;:1 lérﬁﬁuod J?xﬁ lthe bazaar street. A few use also the Manjakolam |} |'% | the lattexl']. SI (;eguested him further to preside at a meeting of the Mappillas at 7-30
street use % ine to the fort, L ) AL on the 3rd instant.
cemetery on the road f pigh P streét.leaiing to me accompanied by Qad i ' 11. All the Mappillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the
5. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. @ came . q tod 'thi ) / - municipal office at 7-30 s.m. on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
A2 Patani of the place. The latter as spo O e S e/ 1 d k vars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the bi
Sdhib, a troublesome . ¢ big bazaar street and said that, if onee NG 210G Some karana i A0 PO 8
closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big baz: it Birial rot I i bazaar street were represented. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
they consented to the arrangement, the Government would close q ‘“1 buri lg 9:1, "8 & & tions as all the people did not attend, Mr. Austin .and myself asked those present
¢ the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-ground - 8l about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
: .ondemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They wanted ,.tf W growded burial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad
alone u.)(;l ver m roposz;ls. ' A qd. The kazi's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser
to consider 0 yP ‘it T found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon. I issuea : iarily, as for each burial in the present ground he get:s from As. 8 to Rs. 2 as
6. On my second visit, 1 foun | . - and-fees. I told him that the municipality would not object to his collecting the
tomary fces in the new place also.
1 12, T again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani and
“lowthan m«rchants induced the Mappillas living in the bazaar street not to attend the
Meting and gave them a false hope that the matter would be dropped in a few days

tice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office. I ]ecturedgnj
notic

them on the nece ! |
in the big bazaar street and having one

proceedings of

: S i y existing overcrowded cemetery
ssity and advantages of .closmg the existing overe 1 Lln |
in a good locality., I read to them also

the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the exisl:ig
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; . te.  The Patanies and the Rowthans who work
gi{;}}n?ytggpét?;;z t:r;h:;v(zgsg ulloSt&nis arrangement, because they think that tl:);ir‘
caatert ' later on. |
cemeteries also maylge :iosscti accurate figures of burials in the existing Mappilla burial- |
13. I'was l?'ot;azgar sgtreet. The cemetery register showed, I was told, about 30
gron_md 2 thszn It cannot exceed 40 per annum.
o ist.ing burial-ground in the big bazaar street should
close;..4 . irthiz ixserious danger to the public health.

. fer the Manjakolam cemetery to the grdund oﬁ_,
15. The Mappﬂl%‘lS, o f&d};b?zgon to the latter is on the score of distance.
the Kallikad 'roadl. '10291:1‘;,62;}, is infinitely better than the existing one, still 1 will
Though Man]ak_o am Artclade unobjeetionable site 1s aw_‘allahle at an easy c’hstauoe.
not recommend i, as a lirs d is nearer than other cemeteries to several Mappillas and
The site on th.e Kallikad roa_nas who now usé the cemetery in the big bazaar street,
is within a .m_1le to all Mﬁxg[t)rllba and some living in the bazaar street and thereabouts
Mappillas living 10 ]?z[epaif have approved of the site onsthe Kallikad road. 1 beg
and the kazl's sonbhl,';1 St‘lelat in the settlement of a very difficult questmrll1 hke.‘thhe S};'ftf'
I'f?SPee"'fuu'v e Sl'lll-mllmrial-;z,rounds, it is extremely dxfﬁc}dt to mc}elt t et:vl.s e§t§ t%ll
‘ng of the Mappilla lohat on five occasions and discussed the matter with the i
persons. 1 went to Pa’l‘gh ov can show no valid objection to the site on the k}alhkad; 5
fappillas t'hrea.dbfflre- % r}; I had to deal with respectfxble Mappilla lfaadershw 0 were
e Unhlﬁ Ct?)l;(:a‘zlxg’ox‘;v Iehad in Palghat to deal with ignorant Mappillas who were b
1 enabie J 5 ;'
-‘;;t}?ailgs of wily Patanies and I;(m tfh:&is to. shilt the cemetery, 0. tho Ritd ol (RGN
s . 0 % v . . 0
16. My recommenﬁlafgﬁlatttﬁzeaverage nu,{;ber of humayls‘g;r lel‘nu;:v:lll be 40,
Kallikad road. dAvsvsi‘lllniasE for sixty years allowing 4 square }8.1 hP b'g baz.aa!' straatis
2 acres of BRI ible that, when the existing cemetery l;it e'lhlxgs livins e e
R 1; e Poorsiselis opene’d on the Kallikad road, t'}jxgereaiglx)llothin" T gl)revent 3%
is closed and a new oI Manjakolam cemetery. ; o fd
to use the Man] : riest in charge of this ground
bazaar street may begin snquiries showed that the priest in charg “go o
: d my imquiries ShOWOC &/ 1d receive the ground-fees.
them from doing S0, an itional burials in it as he wou : ‘
to additiona . b nal-ground at present,._“ :
would have no objection d the closing of the Manjakolam bura ! D
i llikad road when 1t 1s
T do not withal recommen may all use the ground on th_e Ka for buthii R
It is very probable ﬂl? ttgﬁae);vil }:)f overcrowding 1n Mani]?.kolaze Ee?;'lea(ig) with T
iy uedugipe'ipality may then take steps to close this ce e
patent, the m ¢
tion of Government. bR
e 18. 1 regret the delay in the submission of

: s far
i in converting the Mappillas as
zlfx]:ﬁ:h:::::n?:lent kazi, whose return I awaited lo
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March 1896.
2. The Council has since resolved to ¢
~ copy of resolution herewith submitted.

» I my opinion, bg : 3. I fully approve of the proposal to

well on the new ground besides putting up

the kazi should be asked to carry out the wo
5. M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiy

settlement of this dispute.

Canp, PoNNany,

- 3lst October 1897.
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ENCLOSURE.
al Couneil, Palghat, dated 18th August 1897.

: .
Exrracr from the proceedings of the Munie }i

1 To the Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Palghat.
A Collector ol Malabar.

Sanitary Commissioner.

Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).
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LocarL anp Musicrparn DEepraRTMENT.

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., M1s. No, 104 M., DATED 15tu
JANUARY 1898.

(Sussecr.— Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat.)

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanetion of
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
fown was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and the
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly
authorised for burial and selected in consultation with the Mappilla community had
been provided for their use —uide G.0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th"November 1894, But
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Couneil itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner on the
occasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
point of view. The Council was also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—vide G.0.,
No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Couneil accordingly selected four
sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from the Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the Distriet Medical and Sanitary officer. The dauitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on:the 3lst May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the Distriet Medical and Sunitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a publie burial-

, v : -«y Bround for Mappillas under section 234.
Vide tha Chairman’s latter in G.0., No. 1589 It was again stated that the Mappillas

AL, dated 201 October 1895. were still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
Site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of inducing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed
M.R.Ry. 8. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable settlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judicious]y
—uwvide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 8rd March 1896,

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of

M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillus with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection 2" the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that thev s) yuld be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they wo.  not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, »~ mosque was erected and a well sunk n
it,” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then adviegd them ¢o give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked thera to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented

only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that

3R
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they had no objection to the proposed site near the Kallikad road.
Collector says that the Mappillas as a body prefer the Manjukolam ceme tery to the s
on the Kallikad road, for the main reason that the latter is far away from their qu a: t:m?
but that this is not a valid objection, as the site on the Kallikad road is situatgd W'tE ;
a mile of all the Mappillas who now use the mosque burial-ground in the big b:lza;n
street ; and he accordingly recommends this latter site. He does not howeve:
recommend the closure of the Manjakolam cemetery, as he thinks that the Mappill 5
themselves will use the new burial-ground when it is properly filled up and that wh:;
the evil of over-crowding in the Manjakolam cemetery becomes patent, the Municipal
Council may take steps to close it. The Council, however, on the representation of
the civil apothecary that this cemetery 1s over-crowded with graves, and on the
recommendation of the Collector, resolved to close this cemetery also. In submitting
the report of M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar and the above resolution of the Municipal
Couneil, the Collector states that he fully approves the Couneil’s proposals to ¢lose both
the Manjakolam cemetery and the one in the big bazaar street, and to open one at
Kallikad, and observes that the Council should provide funds for building a mosque
and sinking a well, besides putting up a compour_xd wall, and that the kazi should be
asked to carry out the works so as to avoid any misunderstanding.

3. The Mappillas having consented to the elosura of 'ghe burial-ground in the big
bazaar street and having approved the site near the Kallikad road recommended by
the Sanitary Commissioner, the Municipal Council may now _be directed to acquire this
gite and make it fit for use as a burial-ground by fencing it all round, laying it out
with paths and providing a masjid in it, if possible, at a smaller cost than that
estimated. The Council’s contention that the construction of a mosque is not a
legitimate charge on its funds under section 113 of the Municipal Act and that under
section 234 it has only to acquire the site rqulred fora bprlal-ground Is not valid, as
the latter section lays down that the Mumc:ipal Couneil shall provide a sufficient
number of convenient and fitting places for burial and burning grounds ”, and it has
been held that no such place can be either convenient or fitting, if it does not meet
the requirements of the religion for the followers of which it is intended—wide

paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 672 M., dated
Rs.  18th April 1895, and the notes in that

The Deput y

* Balanco as_given in paragraph 5 of order. Nor can the Council’s plea of

?887’ No. 716 M., dated 27th March 4560 Want of funds to construet a mosque be
BT s of ackual ",}')eniné T g, accepted as at all satisfactory, seeing that
" for 1897-98 over that estimated in the estimated balance in its favour on the

that Government Order .. .. 3,040 81st March 1898 is Rs. 7,600.% The
~———  (ollector’srecommendation that the execn-
Total .. 7,600 tion of the proposed works in the new site
I don’t understand, It seems to me th;t_zlz Shm.lld be enlr.usted to the. kaz1, so as to
Collector’s suggestion is very judicious. I avoid any mlsqndgr§tand1ng, does mot
should adopt it. appear to be judicious. When these
T approve the other recommendations in this works have b(?en carried out and the
nots. ; new ground is ready for use, the
H. W. B[L1ss]. R l Municipal Council can remew its
application for the closure of the

burial-ground in the big bazaar street and the Manjakolam cemetery.

Jut as neither the District Medical and Sanitary officer ror the Sanitary
(Commissioner has seen the latter cemetery and pronounced his opinion ou it, it would
bhe better to ask the District Medical officer to inspect and report on it belore
deciding to close it.

V. Raguava CHAarLU—21-12-97.

No. The apothecary, the Collector
and the Couneil, all consider it should be
closed.

This is quite enough, I should say.
H. W. Bl 1iss |—5-1-08.

Please see notes above.

H. TREMEXHEERE—3-1-~08.

(Gobernment {18983 of FHabras.
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the site to the west of the Kallikad road and for making it fit for use as a — for the Mappillas



A A AN AR AR AR AR AA A AN A, L7l

g No. 104 M., 15:m JANUARY 1898.. |

R LA

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT ;

Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0.; No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895,
» » 1889 M., dated 2nd October 1895,
» Mis. No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896,

e

Reap—also the following papers :—

From M.R.Ry. S. SWAMINATHA AIYAR Ava
Calicut Division, to the Colleetor of Malaba
1897, No. 833.

With reference to your endorsement, Ref, op No. 89
No. 367 M., dated 3rd March 1896, directing me to py (fe; eﬁ.f‘(; &1896, on G.0., Mis.
an amicable §ettlemgnt with the Mappilla eommunity of t}e 3 ghﬂt_ to bring about
of the Mappilla burial-ground, 1 have the honour tg state trhat ‘iregardmg the shifting
on five occasions to make the necessary arrangements, Proceeded to Palghat

2. As yon are well aware, the Mappillas of Palg . 3 Ak
the coast, aZe poor people having no recfgnised leadérlza(f,f lilzﬁilil:eotbelr co-religionists on
coolies and a few of them have petty trade. They have not ev:-r:r; t €Y are mostly
of their seet. Their religious head, the present kazi, is, stranoé t: s-a ngal or a .kaZi
Mappilla. i 4y, not quite a

3. I could not get any accurate information as to the total number of
in the Palghat town. Aecording to last census there were 9,527 Mubammad
This includes Mappillas, Rowthans and Patanies. M.R. Ry. P. L. ChinuaswamnilaP'al‘lls‘.
Avargal, the late Chairman, told me that the Mappillas would number aboyt 2 010 6;1
bat Mr. Kunhayan, who was Sub-Magistrate at Palghat for some time e
that the total number of Mappillas will not exceed 1,500. >

4. The Mappillas of Palghat live in Meparamba at the western end of the town
apd in the big bazaar street and thereabouts. Most of those living in and near the
big bazaar street are temporary settlers from Cannanore, Telliehe.i'ry and Calieut
Many of the Mappillas in Meparamba bury the dead in a cemetery beyond the muni.
cipal limits. There 1s no objection to this course. The Mappillas near the big bazaar
street use the burial-ground in the bazaar street. A fow use also the Mauc'akolu‘m
cemetery on the road from the bazaar street leading to the fort, :

6. On my first visit, I sent for the kazi. He came to me accompanied by Qadir
Sdhib, a troublesome Patani of the place. The latter as spokesman deprecated the
closing of the Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street and said that. if onee
they eonsented to the arrangement, the Government would close the burial-,gromui;
of the Patanies and Rowthans also. I assured them that overcrowded burial-grounds
alone condemned by sanitary officers would be closed and not all. They wautced B
to consider over my proposals.

rgal, B.A., Deputy

C
r, dated Galisar e ollector,

Mappillas

18 of opinion

~ 6. On my second visit, I found that the kazi had gone to Rangoon. T issued a
notice and convened a meeting of the Mappillas at the municipal office. T lectured to
them on the necessity and a(l\'zil!t:sges of .closmg the existing overcrowded cemetery
in the big bazaar street and having one in a good locality. 1 read to them also thi

proceedings of the Himayat Islam Sabha, Calicut, resolving to close the existing
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Mappilla burial-grounds at Calicut. This had the desired effect, and the persons there
present promised to select an unobjectionable site in or near the town and to report

the matter to me. .

7. On my third visit, they showed me the Manjakolam cemetery and requested
me to propose to you to acquire the paddy flats to the south of it, to add them to the
existing cemetery and to fit up the entire ground as the cemetery in the place of the
one in the big bazaar street. I was not quite satisfied with this site.

8. As already stated, the Manjakolam cemetery is on the branch road from the
main bazaar street to the fort. It is situated at a distance of about 150 yards from
the bungalows of some Faropean gentlemen, There are no houses on three sides of it 5
there are a few huts on the south. It is, no doubt, far better than the existing
burial-ground at the big bazaar street, which should be closed, but still there are better
and unobjectionable sites not very far off from Mappilla quarters. I told the Mappillas
to select some better sites and promised to consult you about the Manjakolam cemetery,
You inspected the place and did not approve of it.

9. On my fourth visit, T discussed the question again with the kazi’s son, who is
now officiating as priest in the absence of the kazi who is still at Rangoon and with two
of the so-called karanavars of the Mappillas. 1 convinced them that the best ground
for a Mappilla cemetery was the one on the Kallikad road about two furlongs south of
the Palleprom gramom on the road to Thirumilai. The sanitary authorities have
approved of the site. It is one extensive ground to the west of the road. It requires
no levelling. The character of the soil is suitable for a burial-ground and it can be
purchased ut a small cost. There are a few Cheruma huts to the south of it and they
can be removed. - To the Mappillas living in Meparamba, this ground is nearer than
the overcrowded Mappilla burial-ground in the big bazaar street. It is aboat a mile
from the cemetery in the big bazaar street by the high road, but ouly four or five
furlongs by the Patani street and Mankara road. The kazi’s son and the two Mappilla
karanavars promised to consult their brethren and wanted a few days’ time for the
purpose. I allowed them the time and returned to Calicut.

10. T went there for the fifth time on the 2nd instant. About 70 Mappillas
with the kazi’s son and some of the karanavars waited on me. They told me as the.
result of their consultations (a) that they had no objection to the closing of the existing
burial-ground on the big bazaar street; (4) that they should be allowed to use the
Manjakolam cemetery for burials; (¢) that they would not put the municipality to any

expenditure if they were allowed to use the Manjakolam cemetery ; and (&) that if this
- was not possible they would use the ground on the Kallikad road approved of by the

sanitary authorities, provided it was properly willed, a mosque was erected and a
well sunk in it. Iadvised them to give up the idea of shifting to Manjakolam cemetery
and to attend the municipal office at 7-30 s.m. on the 3rd instant. I requested
Mr. Austin, the Head Assistant Collector, to inspect the Manjakolam cemetery and the
proposed ground on the Kallikad road. We drove together, and he certainly preferred
the latter. I requested him further to preside ata meeting of the Mappilias at 7-30
A on the 3rd instant. ! : :

- 11. All the Mappillas who met me the previous evening did not turn up at the
municipal cffice at 7-30 4.3 on the 3rd instant. About 42 men including the kazi’s
son and some karanavars attended. Ten out of about 30 Mappilla houses in the big

bazaar street were represented.. We did not hold a regular meeting and pass resolu-
tions as all the people did not attend. = Mr. Austin and myself asked those present

about their views, and they said that they had no objection to the shifting of the over-
crowded barial-ground in the big bazaar street to the ground selected in the Kallikad

road. The kaz's son represented that by this arrangement he would be a loser

pecuniarily, as for each burial in the present ground he gets from As. 8 to Rs. 2 as
ground-fees. I tuld him that the muuicipality would not objeet to his collecting the
customary fees in the new place also. : : : :
12. I again made inquiries at the big bazaar street and learnt that the Patani and
Rowthan mcrehants induc:d the Mappillus living in the bazaar street not to attend the
meeting and gave them a false Lhope that the matter would be dropped in a few days

yo o
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OBDER“'NO‘ 104
The Municipal Council of Palghat is requested to take early steps for acquiring
t of the Kallikad road, selected by the Sanitary Commissioner, and for

the site to the wes :
making it fit for use as a burial-

ground for the Mappillas, by fencing it round, laying
a musjid in it at, if possible, a smaller cost than that

it out with paths and providing '
The Council’s contention that the construetion of a

estimated, namely, Rs. 4,61(_).

mosque in the burial-ground is not
valid, as section 234 of the District
venient and fitting places
be regarded as either convenien
religion for the followers of which it is intended.

be entrus :
been completed and the new burial

should address the Government again for its sanction to elose

tsd to the kazi as recommended by the Collector.
-ground is ready for use, the Municipal Couneil

a legitimate charge on its funds cannot be considered
Municipalities Aet requires it to provide * con-
»” for burial and burning-grounds and no burial-ground can

t or fitting if it does not moet the requirements of the
The execution of the works should

When the works have

the mosque burial-ground

in the big bazaar street and also the Manjakolam cemetery.
9 The Government is pleased to note the tact displayed by M.R.Ry. Swaminatha

Aiyar in the settlement of this matter.

(True Extract.)

To the Chairman, Municipal Council, Palghat.
Collector oi Malabar.
,,  Sanitary Commissioner.

Revenue Department (paragraph 2 only).

2

”

Esd. A, F. Ecclaston,

H. TREMENHEERE,
Ag. Seeretary to Government.




LocAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., Mis. No. 104 M., DATED 151u
JANUARY 1898.

[Sunsect.—Mappilla burial-grounds, Palghat. ]

In September 1894, the Municipal Council of Palghat requested the sanction ot
Government for closing a Mappilla burial-ground attached to a mosque in the big
bazaar street, as it was almost filled up with graves, its existence in the heart of the
town was highly objectionable and the District Medical and Sanitary officer and tho
Collector were also of opinion that early steps should be taken to close it. The
Mappillas, however, strongly protested against this proposal on the ground that it was
an unnecessary interference with their religion. The Government thereupon refused
to approve the Municipal Council’s proposal until another convenient place duly

‘authorised for burial and selected in consaltation with the Mappilla community had

been provided for their use —vide .0., No. 1703 M., dated 13th November 1894. DBut
as the Mappillas declined altogether to co-operate with the Council in selecting a site
for a new burial-ground and expressed the strongest opposition to the closure of the
existing one, the Government directed the Municipal Council itself to select two or
three suitable sites and to take the opinion of the Sanitary Commissioner. on the
oceasion of his next visit to Palghat, as to their respective merits from a sanitary
'%(:int of view. The Council wus also asked to have estimates drawn up for fencing
the site that the Sanitary Commissioner might prefer, for laying it out with paths
and for providing a masjid in it, and to forward them to Government—vide G.O.,

. No. 691 M., dated 23rd April 1895. The Municipal Council accordingly selected four

sites, of which one close to the Kallikad road, about a mile from t1e Mappilla quarters,
met with the approval of the District Medical and Sanitary officer. The danitary
Commissioner inspected all the sites on the 31st May 1895 and while approving the
one selected by the Distriet Medical and Sanitary officer, suggested the selection of
another situated to the west of the Kallikad road at a distance of 200 yards from the
former. The Council estimated the cost of fencing this site and of laying it out with
paths and providing a masjid in it at Rs. 4,610, but stated that it was unable to meet
the cost of erecting a mosque, which was further not authorised by section 113 of
Act IV of 1884, and that it was prepared only to acquire the site as a public burial-

ground for Mappillas under section 234.

* Vide the Chairman’s letter in G.O., No. 1539 T; wis again stated that the Mappillas

Rt guss O opo e THCY: wera still opposed to the closure of the
existing burial-ground and that there would be no use whatever in acquiring a new
site as they would decline to use it. The Government then considered it advisable to
try a last chance of indueing the Mappillas to give in quietly and accordingly directed
M.R.Ry. S. Swaminatha Aiyar, the Head-quarters Deputy Collector, to proceed to
Palghat and try to bring about an amicable scttlement of the question with the
Mappilla community, as he had executed a similar mission at Calicut very judieiously
= yide G.0., No. 367 M., dated 8rd March 1896.

2. With his letter read above, the Collector of Malabar forwards the report of
M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar on the result of his negotiations with the Mappillas.
On the 2nd August 1897, about seventy of the Mappillas with their kazi’s son waited
on M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar at Palghat, when he went there on this business for the
fifth time, and said (1) “that they had no objection to the closure of the existing
burial-ground in the big bazaar street, (2) that they should be allowed to use instead
of it the Manjakolam cemetery, (3) that they would not put the municipality to any
expenditure if they were allowed to use that cemetery, and (4) that if this was not
possible, they would use the ground rear the Kallikad road approved by the sanitary
authorities, provided it was properly walled, a mosque was erected and a well sunk in
it,” M.R.Ry. Swaminatha Aiyar then advised them to give up the idea of shifting
to the Manjakolam cemetery and asked them to attend a meeting which was proposed
to be held in the municipal office the next day. About 42 Mappillas, who represented
only a third of the Mappilla houses in the town, attended that meeting and said that
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