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G.0., No. 403, 30th April 1897,

Gopalpur Pier
 Letter from the Presidency Port Officer f arding the cost
-  of dismantling and removing the piles of the — » communicated to the Superintending
¥ : . Engineer, |V Circle, in view to his utilising it in drawi

1 Ing up his estimate for the
valicut pier, and Superintending Engineer, I Circle, requested to report on t}
posal to lengthen the

urnishing information reg

1€ p['l)"
Gopalpur pier by reduction of width to one half,
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From F.J. V. MINCHIN, ¥8q., of Mossrs. F. J. V. MINCHIN & Co,, Agents, British Tndia
Steam Navigation Company (Limited), &e., to the Collector of Ganjim, dated Gopalpur,
17th February 1897, No. 15/144.

It having been reported to me that Captain Street, Presidency Port Officer, was on his way
to Gopalpur per 8.8. Huszura accompanied with experts to inspect the pier at this port with
the view of its removal to Calicut, I at once proceeded to Gopalpur and met the Huzara on
the 13th instant ; Captain Street and his staff dul landed, and I at once presented myself at
the Port office, having the day previously informed the local Port Officer that I was read y to meet

d Capta.in Street at the Port office, on the pier, or at my firm’s office whichever might suit him best,

I found Captain Street very reticent and absorbed in papers and telegrams, and as he seemed to

- have no time for conversation (he was not two hours on shore), I repaired to the pier, and met the

Madras Harbour Engineer; I learnt from him that his mission was to say whether the pier was

easily removable, and [ gathered from him that the extracting of the screw piles was, under a

new plan, a most simple operation and might be done during the roughest weather we were

likely to see ; he then asked me if it had ever been suggested to cut the pier in half (<., make it

half its width) and utilize the other half jn lengthening the pier. I said it had not; but since

learning how easily he considered the pier ‘could be lifted, it has ocourred to me to press on

Government the advisability of trying this method of making the pier really serviceable. The

~ whole question of the utility of the pier being one of length, I pressed this on the day the pier

. was completed, but other counsels prevailed with the result that 3 lakhs have been praetically

wasted, but even in its present state we do get xome use out f it, for instance, the Commander-in-

‘Chief and Captain Street, were vouchsafed a safe landing by its use, and I hope Captain Street

observed the scene of activity the pier presented on the day of his landing when Govern-

logs for the Gun Carriage department, which could not otherwise have been shipped, were

 from the pier into rafted boats, Understanding from the Harbour Engineer that he

establishment that could, within two months, be spared for this job, I would urge on you

ility of suggesting to Government to try this proposed method of lengthening the pier

uld the more press it, as, should the eircumstances of the district demand, by-and-bye,

importation of food grain, the pier wonld, when lengthened, be of great service to us; for it muat

PQ‘,l;emembered that the neighbouring districts are both suffering and cannot come to oar rescue
~and may themselves, at least Vizagapatam, require to share imports with us.

R : ¥ have not touched on the rumour that the pier is to be removed, hecause hold the sugges-
‘tion, if it has really been made, is the product of delirium and because the Government has more
‘than once promised us, the pier shall not be touched.

—

From Commander C. W. HEWETT, R.T.M,, Acting Presidency Port Officer, Madras, to the
L Collector of Ganjam, dated 28th N ovember 1895, No. 2/219 C.

~ 'In reply to your letter, No. 1620-Fng.. dated 20th November 1895, 1 have the honour to

state that the intention is to utilize, as far as possible, for the new pier at Tuticorin the moveable

Aarticles belonging to the abandoned pier at Gopalpur without interfering with the structure 80

- a8 to make it unsafe for people to walk over, The Port Officer will be informed accordingly.

A 2. I must, at the same time, point out that it will be to the advantage of Government to
, 8 far as possible, whatever can be removed from a structure that stands condemned after
c¢h money being spent over it, rather than leave it as it is for recreation ; and that if the

i&éessity for it should arise, T propose addressing Government to reconsider (.0, No. 41,

Marine, dated 1st February 1895, and to adhere to 'G.0., No. 6, Marine, dated 9th January

1894, wherein it is stated that ag soon as the pier is' pronounced unsufe the entrance should be

blocked up and no one allowed on it,

v .

om Commander H. A, STREET RLM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras,
the Secretary to Government, Marino Department, dated 15th April 1897,
206/138 G,

With reference to paragraph 3 'of ‘6.0, No. '68, Marine, dated 23rq January
7, T have the honour to forward, for the information of Government, a copy of
ort palpur pier by Mr. Pogson after his recent inspection of the
ture.  He estimates the cost of dismantling the pier, raising the piles, and
delivering all the materials on shore at very nearly Rupees (12,000) twelve thousand.
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0. 403, Marine, dated 30th April 1897,

information regarding the cost of dismantling and removing the piles of the
 pier will be communicated to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, who
tilise it in drawing up his estimate for the Calicut pier now ungsr preparation.

-additional information as may be needed in regard to the lerf 'h of the piles,
cost of loading and unloading, &c., will be obtained direct from thf Buperintending

gineer, I Circle, or Presidency Port Officer.

2. The Superintending Engineer, I Circle, will be requested to report on the pro-
posal to lengthen the Gopalpur pier by reduction of width to one half. It is not clear
whether, after reduction of width, the pier would be sufficiently strong, or whether

> present piles would be long enough when placed in deeper water. Information on
these points should be afforded.

L

.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) D, McNEIL CAMPBELL, Colonel, R.E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Presidency Port Officer.
y»  Collector, Ganjim.
y»»  Public Works Department.

I AT
Exd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangar,

TR
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To
THE §ECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
MairiNE DEPARTMENT,

Chepak.

Sir,
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