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British Shipping at Karikal

Letter from the British Consular Agent, Pondicherry and Karikal, regarding the
laxity among the — in obeying the Consular regulations, recorded with remarks,




i e o A A A RN I NI I INIINITT NN

No. 375, Marisg, 26tr Arrin 1897. 3

e S A A A A A N o N e e e

From Commander H. A. STREET, R.IM., Presidency Port Officer, Madras,
1o the Secretary to Government, Marine Department, dated 2nd April 1897,
- No. 498/121 G.

~ With reference to Marine Department memorandum No. 226 E., dated 29th
March 1897 (enclosures herewith returned), I have the honour to acquaint you, for
the information of Government, that the instances of inattention on the part of masters
£ British vessels calling at Pondicherry and Karikal to Consular requirements are
'~ doubtless due to ignorance in respect to the general cognizance which Consular
_ authorities are required te exercise over shipping.
- 2. As pointed out by Captain Hawkes in his letter, No. 54, dated 17th March
1897, to the Chief Secretary, on the subject, the remedy is to be found in the refusal
ports of destination of all incomplete documents presented by the master of a
vessel which has cleared from a foreign port.
8. Under paragraph 36 of the Instructions to Consuls, Merchant Shipping and
n of 1888 (issued under the authority of the Secretary of State for Foreign
irs, and referred to in the correspondence ending with G.0., No. 251, Marine,
8th July 1890), the masters of all British vessels—except those whose business
¢ the time being is to carry passengers—if remaining more than forty-eight hours in
foreign port are bound to deliver certain documents to the Consul. There appears,
ywever, to be no penalty for the non-observance of this instruction, but an offending
ter is to be reported by the Consul to the Registrar-General of Seamen. In what
manner the Registrar-General of S8eamen can act is not stated.
" 4. T think that the best plan is for the Consular Agent at the ports of Karikal
Pondicherry to send a notice to the master of each British vessel calling at his
, to the effect that, at the expiration of forty-eight hours, the documents specified
1in p ph 36 of the instructions above quoted shall be produced at the Consular
‘office. The attention of the Consular Agent should, however, be drawn to paragraph
37 (a) of the instructions.

5. On leaving for the port of destination of a vessel, the master of which has not

_complied with the Consular requirements, the Consular Agent might be directed to
' eommunicate with the Port authority there on the subject, provided that the port is
hin British territory.
. 6. Should the Government consider it necessary, I will instruct the Port officials
of this Presidency to draw the attention of masters of vessels leaving for a foreign
port as to the documents they should produce at the Dritish Consulate on arrival at
such foreign port.

Orper—No. 375,-Marine, dated 26th April 1897.

Recorded with the remark that His Excellency the Governor in Council dves not
sec £1e necessity for issuing any special orders on the subject.

(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Presidency Port Officer, with one book.
Public Department.

»

Exd, €. M. Thumbuswamy.
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