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G.0., No. 1830, 18th November 1836,

NOVEMBER.

_________.__________________.___,_.’_,______‘__ -

Black-mailing of Cooly-recruiters for Ceylon.

‘Works Department and the the request t
the %mctice by certain subordinates of the Salt

the Grovernment of Ceylor be addressed.

[T W TPE—

eral of Police on the alleged — to the Public
Board of Revenue with hat orders be issued to prevent
and Railway departments ; and ordering that
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2 o No. 1830, Jupicrar, 18rm Novemser 1896,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—again the following papers :—
G.0., No. 1034, Judicial, dated 19th June 1896,
Read—the following paper :—

From the Honourable the Colonial Secreta Colombo, to the Chic
Government, dated 5th June 1896, o 0 the Cluef Secretary to

I have the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy of 'lott .
enclosures from Mr. W. P. Metealfe, of Dunsinane estate}:1 lfundtlx)lyoya, rela(ill:vg I;g tﬁ:
alleged black-mailing of certain immigrant coolies, and to state thaf this Government

will feel obliged if you will, with the permission of His Excellency the Governor of
made into the complaints of

Madras in Council, be so good as to cause inquiries to be
black-mailing which have been addressed to this Government,

S——ee.

Order—No. 1034, Judicial, dated 19th June 1896..

Communicated to the Inspector-General of Police,

with th
of the inquiries made may be reported to Government, @ request that the result

(True Extract,)

(Signed)  J. F. PRICE,

Chief See .
To the Inspector-General of Police, Madras, 4 s £ :

——

G.0., R. No. 1232, Judicial, dated 21st July 1896.
Read—the following paper :—

From the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Colombo,
Government, dated 8th July 1896.

T have the honour to transmit, for your information,
correspondence relative to the alleged black-mailing of eoo
Indian Railway, and to state that this Government wou]
could be taken, with the permission of Ilig Excellency i
remedy the grievance of which complaint is made, :

to the Chief Secretary to

the accompanying copies of
lies at stations of the South

—— e

Order—R. No. 1232, Judicial, dated 21st J uly 1896.

Communicated to the Inspector-General of Police. ; e T
1034, Judicial, dated 19th June 1896, 21169 In continuation of G.0., No,

(True Extract,)

(Signed) 7. F. PRICE,

To the Inspector-Gteneral of Police. Chicf Secretary.
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Reap—also the following paper :(—

From M. HAMMICK, Esq., I.C.S., Inspector-General of Police, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 26th October 1896, No. 4190.

With reference to G.Os., INo. 1034, Judicial, dated 19th June 1896, and
No. 1232, Judicial,. dated 21st July 1896, dealing with the black-mailing of cooly
recruiters for Ceylon, I have the honour to say that I communicated the orders to

the Superintendents of Police, Trichinopoly and Tinnevelly, for report. T enclose
their replies. _

2. In this question we are dealing, on the one side, with an unscrupulous class of
men, the Ceylon recruiters, who as a rule are men of indifferent character and not
likely to stop at trifles in the matter of recruiting, and, on the other side, with several
classes of men, officials and others, who are not likely to be over-scrupulous in the
matter of making money when possible out of the recruiters,

3. The recruiter takes minors away occasionally without the permission of their
guardians ; he also takes away farm labourers and other workmen without the con-
gent of their masters. He is opposed by both guardians and masters, Besides this,
he has to run the gauntlet of the police who, no doubt, are not always Lonest, the
subordinates of the Salt Department who personate police officers, and the Railway
officials who find it easy to make a small income from the ignorant recruiters by issuing
tickets for shorter distances than those for which the coolies and recruiters have paid.

4. It is useless to inquire into the special cases referred to by the Ceylon
planters in the accompanying papers in the absence of the recruiters themselves.
The charges, of course, would be met by a flat denial. The Superintendents have
therefore inquired generally into the matter of black-mailing.

5. As to kidnapping by these recruiters, there has recently been a conviction
in Salem district. Mr. West in Trichinopoly speaks of three convictions there in
this year and one case under trial. He also refers to the case of SIX minors being
kidnapped from the Native State of Pudukkéttai. The Assistant Superintendent of
Police at Tuticorin, who has written a very good report on the matter, refers to three
recent cases of ill-treatment at the hands of recruiters at Tuticorin, in two of which
attempts were made to kidnap minors. The Tinnevelly Superintendent says that when
in Salem he had reason to believe that much kidnapping was going on, and that in
Tinnevelly there were three prosecutions in 1894 and one conviction. All this shows
that there is another side to the question, and that our police on this side are right in
not allowing recruiting [parties to pass down the line of rail to Tuticorin without
inquiry.

6. On the other hand, there is, no doubt, plenty of evidence that black-mailing
has been carried on. The opportunity offered has been too good to be resisted. The
ticket clerk at a small station on the South Indian Railway combines with the police
to fleece the unfortnnate recruiter and his party, and the evidence of this given by the
letters from the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent need not he repeated
here ; it is undoubtedly true.

7. It may be hoped that, now the attention of all officers has been drawn to the
matter by a special notice in the Police Glazette, the instances of black-mailing will
become less frequent, and I do not believe myself that the cases have ever been of
sufficient frequency hitherto to be of any real check on the number of immigrants into
Ceylon. It is only a few recruiters who have complained and most of thejy complaints
appear to be of petty pilfering.

8. Besides, however, warning the police, T think it would be well to warn the
South Indian Railway authorities of what is said to 80 on at the stations on that line
and also to ask the Commissioner of the Salt and Abkdri Department to warn -his’
superior officers to be on the look-out for cases of extortion by Salt peons. A Salt

peon in Trichinopoly was lately convicted and sentenced for petty extortion from some
Ceylon coolies.
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4 No. 1830, Juprcrar, 18tz Noveuper 1896. 4 H

9. The only other step I can suggest is the appointment of a special agent to \
watch over these coolies at Tuticorin and the institution of some plan under which, as "\i . X
in the cases of recruiting for Natal or the French Colonies, recruiters should be bound »
to produce their recruits before the nearest magistrate and obtain from him a pass for
them which would convey them safe through all the police and railway stations to
the steamer. Probably, however, for the present it will be thought sufficient that
special orders have been issued to the police on tne subject. The result of another J
year’s work may be awaited. 1
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Oxper— No. 1830, Judicial, dated 18th November 1896. R PROCEEDI

The Inspector-General’s letter will be communicated to the Public Works Depart-
ment (Railway Branch) and to the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue), with the | : . sk .‘
request that they will take action to prevent the molestation and black-mailing qf 4 : : (24D the following Papa— i
recruiters of coolies for Ceylon which appears to be at present practised by subordi- & ‘
nates at certain stations on the South Indian Railway and in some cases by Salt peons 1 ,&“ y
passing themselves off as police constables. 1 “

9. The Government agrees with the Inspector-General in the conclusions in para- :
graph 9 of his letter.

3. The following letter will be addressed to the Government of Ceylon.
(True Extract.)

NGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

vrom the Honourx bhle the Colonial SecreiaXy, _Colambo,
N 1""(‘"’_———_ :

B % Thal e 1
(Lf‘.bed_ 1SJ 4 61,:-1 VL ) vt e

In continuatlon of ny letier of 31lst Necenber 1806, I an

A. T. ARUNDEL 3 airected to inform you thot it has been suggested- a8 o fur-
. . ’ 4 .
) elariy. i P 3 ” — 1 re S v e ‘
. e o . S ther precautionary meoasure against the blaglmmiling of Lupde !

\‘ grent coolies- that, the Port officer al Tuticorin should be
“\ appointed by the Tndian Government wo be Protector of Erdgrants
o -~ e Eeh s 8 Ty et 4
2. Tt ,also been suggested that the South In 1on Pailuay

A

authorities be moved Lo erect & shed for coolies in uhe

To the Inspector-General of Police. g nallway Compound ab muticorin where they may stay, leaving it
,, Public Works Depatment. A il ’
" Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue). 3 only to purchase rice or other necessaries thus preventing
; any interference with them from DOISONI oubslde. It has
_* further been suggested that o truck for coolies be ottached
v
; to the train the nailway authorities propose running o the
\{w ]
, plexr at Tuticorin for 1ls® and 2nd Class Yassengers, in oxderx 3
that the coolies who book through may go stroight to the pier
and to the steamer,should they wish it,without going into Ulle
' " E
"': Se T am to ask the CGovermment of ladras o be 80 good 48
i “
g :1;} to favour this Government with 1ua opinion regaxding the
|
‘ g above Proposals and, if there should be no objection,with the

Exd A. Raitt. | ~

it

continuance of the good offices of your Government in secur-
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*r.ho m and Yublic Works Depar?nanu foxr
' ( True extract )
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