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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

MARINE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

Proceedings of the Government of Tndia. Fj
dated Simla, 20th October 1897, No, 4620 § &,

Read—the following paper :—

Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secrotary of State for India, to His

Excellency the Right Honourable t g i
dated 9th September 1897, No. 1e52h%g:vem°r Genoral. of JRAiaEEEE

d Commerce Department,

With reference to previous correspondence terminating with the letter of your

) Excellency’s G t in the Finance
To Fore office, dated 5th A y'’s Government 1n
0(2087)Tgn i WL Io07 and Commerce Department, No. 169, dated
From Foreign office, dated 12th August 1897 29th June 1897, T forward herewith, for
(2263). your information, copy of the papers noted
To Foreign office, dated 2nd September 1897,  In the margin relative to the lighting of
the Red Sea.

Excrosurgs,

From Sir A. GODLEY, x.c.B., Under Secretary of Stat dia. to the Under Secre of
State for’Foreign Affairs, datedrgth Auguztfi)z’;QI’;: &ac,)- 2(())67 R. &8. ‘tary

T am directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward copy of a letter from the
Government of India, with enclosures, con-
From India, No. 169, dated thoe 20th June 1897. cerning the urgent necessity for additional
lighthouses in the Red Sea.
Sir Henry Anderson’s letter, dated the 6th Aprfl 1896, stated that Liord Cromer had procured
funds for three or four new lighthouses in the Red Sea, but that arrangements had to be made
with the Turkish Government and with the Red Sea Concessionaire, M. Collas. Tord George
Hamilton direots me to enquire whether the project for erecting these four additional lights has
made any further progress since April 1896, and wh'ether Her Majesty’s Government see their
way to pressing the matter on the Egyptian and Turkish Governments.

From the Honourable F. H. VILLIERS, Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the
Under Secretary of State for India, dated 12th August 1897.

In reply to your letter of the 5th instant, inclosing copy of a despatch from the Govern-

ment. of India with regard to the necessity for

Sir P. Currie, No. 46, Commercial. additional lights in the Red Sea, and inquiring

Lord Cromer, No. 81, Commercial. what progress has been made with regard to the

Board of Trade, July 28rd. scheme for erecting three or four additional

lights, I am directed by the Marquess of

Balishury to transmit to you, herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for India,

copies of correspondence, as marked in the margin, which shows the present position of the
matter.

From 8ir P. CURRIE, to the Marquess of Salisbury, dated 27th May 1897, No. 46, Commercial.

On the receipt of your Lordship’s despateh, No. 36, Commercial, of the 2nd April, request-
ing to be informed whether my colleagues had expressed any opinion respecting the contem-
plated construction of lighthouses in the Red Sea, I addressed to them a second eircular
pressing for an answer to the proposals made by me under instructions from your Lordship.

I have now been informed by the German Ambassador that his Government are prepared to
gupport the representations suggested in my circular.

I have not received any answer from my other colleagues.

~ g I A I AT A AP A A IS A PSS
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From Lord CROMER, to the Marquess of Salisbury, k.a., etc., dated 9th June 1897, No. 81,
Commerecial.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter which I have received from Morice Pasha on
the subject of the construction of lights in the Red Sea. Your Lordship will observe that
Morice Pasha suggests that two lightships should be located—one near Mocha and the other near
Abu Ali. A light is, as your Lordship is aware, required on or near the Zubayer Islanfl. It
appears however that, owing to the depth of the water, a lightship cannot be moored in this

lity.
o 15 view of the delays which have already occurred and the difficulty in the way of coming
to any other satisfactory solution of this question, I venture to think that the suggestion made by
Morice Pasha is well worthy of consideration. I conceive that, if the lights are placed outside the
three-mile limit, the Government of the Sultan would have no rigkt to complain of a violation of
territorial rights.

Your Lordship will observe that Morice Pasha estimates the cost of three light-vessels (i..,
two in use and one in reserve) would be about £E. 37,000, or say £E. 40,000. The cost of main-
tenance is estimated at £1. 4,120 a year.

Should Her Majesty’s Government approve of this plan, I would suggest that a circular
be addressed to the Powers inviting their co-operation to carry out the following proposals :—

(1) The Egyptian Lighthouse Administration to be entrusted with the establishment of two
lightships—one off Mocha and one off Abu Ali. Both lightships to be placed outside the three-
mile limit. A third lightship to be held in reserve.

(2) The cost of these operations, amounting to about £E. 40,000 to be borne by the fund,
amounting to about £&i. 70,000 which has accumulated in consequence of the provisions of the
decree of 25th December 1894 (see enclosure to my despatch No. 1, Commercial, of 2nd January
1895).

) (3) The unexpended balance of the fund, amounting to about £E. 80,000, to remain
invested and held in trust by the Egyptian Government with a view to the construction of further
lighthouses at some later date.

(4) As regards the cost of maintenance, the precedent set forth in article 7 of the decree of
December 25th, 1894, may advantageously be followed ; that is to say, it should be provided that
in settling the accounts between the Egyptian Government and the Caisse de la Dette at the
close of each year, the portion accruing to the Egyptian Treasury should be increased by
£B. 4,120 a year. I am informed that the Egyptian Government will be ready to adhere to this

proposal.

—_—

From MORICE PASHA, Alexandria, to Lord Cromer, 6.c.8., ete., dated 5th June 1897.

I have for a long time seen the great necessity which exists for an increase in the lights in
the Red Sea, and I know that your Lordship shares my opinion, and you have brought this subject
on many occasions before Her Majesty’s Government, but difficulties have arisen owing to the
fact that it is proposed to erect lighthonses on Turkish Territory.

Having studied this question, 1 have come to the conclusion (seeing the above-mentioned
difficulties) that, under the circumstances, there is no_thing to be done but to substitute floating
lightships in place of fixed lights on shore. I comsider these would answer all purposes and
allow of the free and safe conduct of ships through the difficult channel between Mocha and Abu

i Island.

i II have communicated with the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, London, and find we
can get similar lightships to those in use on the English coast for £st. 12,050 in England,
complete, and we should require three of these—one for Mocha, one off Abu Ali, and the third
would act as a spare lightship. T should say that we would be perfeetly justified in placing
these vessels in the positions indicated, provided we go outside of the three-mile limit from the
shorel. have given you a table explaining the cost and maintenance of these vessels, as well as a
tracing showing the position I would propose placing them, and should your Lordship obtain
from the Powers the necessary sanction for these lightships, you would confer a great boon on
ships of all nations. : \

If these vessels are to be constructed in Europe, it would be necessary that I should go to see
about the building, etc., say for 2 or 3 weeks.

P.S.—

Zebayer Island, South part of Red Sea.

I cannot recommend the placing of a lightship off here, the water being too deep to moor a
vessel ; but I would recommend (when it can be done) that a lighthouse be placed on Rishah
Island off the main land and south of Ras-el-Bayadh.

G M.
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4 No. 889, Maring, 1st Novemser 1897, ¢ i ’ No. 889, Maring, 1st Novemser 1897. 5
T | Ordered that copy of the despatch and of its annexures be forwarded to the Gov-
Cost of Lightship for Red Sea from ! ¢ $ . A . i
.".‘,.-,.".{,,'i’biai..,’;'zﬁ”m the Trifnity Maintenanc, : : ernment of Bengal in continuation of the communication from this department,
House, London, No. 2635 8.R., dated the 15th June 1897, and with the request that copy of the papers
iL £at. L. mm, may be furnished to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce.
: Trinity House, London— 1 Master, Iiuropean (monthly) .. 17,000 | ; d al that co of the papers be communicated to the GOVOFﬂmth of
i : Ordered also Py
| e A, I Soman o L 4073 L 000 : letter thence, No. 588, Marine, dated the 1st July 1897
Lightin apparatus, out- 1 Seaman do.  ( do. v 11,000 | Madras, with reference to the letter thence, No. , Marine, date e 1st July :
t an I;x?otnngs i :ggg } bl‘amjnf, In:iun ( go. v 8,500 ! 4
Try signal (steam sorew) ., : Tinda 0. O Rl T bt 47 1 ?
o dim i 6 Lasoars £E, 2 a month each v 12,000 d p (Slgned)' J. E. 0 CONOR’ g
- Cost of one vessel o+ 12,060 —_— , Asst. Secy. to the Government of India,
1 Three vessels . 3 60,000
, e Money in licu of rations at 104, a
Cost of three vessels .« 86,150 day each for Indians only .« 11,000 {
e ot e For wages £ sel 71,000
mng ou ] ree s 1ps8 0 wages for one ves, . 3 | !
and taking thom to their 52 X s { e ’ Orpzr—No. 889, Marine, dated 1st November 1897,
position vi well L, 0. ree vessels i 213,000 g I
£E. ik _ Communicated to the Presidency Port Officer and ltheJ Blztadns Chamber of
Total .. 37,950 37,001,250 Oil and wick, monthly .. .. 10,000 : : 3 : ine. dat. st Ju 97.
basil (HORED Repuirs to lamps % .. 5,000 Commerce with reference to G.0., No. 587, Marine, dated 1st y 1897
Repairs to light-vessels each < 12,000 T Extract )
—_ rue Extract.
Total, monthly, for one vassel] e 27,000 ( ;
AL ot S S f (Signed) ~ W. B. s WINTON,
Total .. 294,000 o . Ag. Secretary to Government,
Yearly .. 3528,000
Extra cost of visiting steamer | 5,92,000
4,120,000

(Signed)  MORICE PACIHA. i

From T. H. W. PELHAM, Esq., Board of Trade, London, to the Under Secretary of State
Foreign Affairs, dated 23rd J uly 1897, No. 6936 H. 4

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th
ultimo, in which you inclose a despatch froxp Lord Cromer on the subject of the construetion of
lights in the Red Sea, in which His Lordship suggests that light-vessels, instead of lighthouses

" should be placed off Mocha and off Abu Ali ab the cost of the accumulated Egyptian Light Duyes
reserve fund, and that they should be maintained by the Egyptian Government,
In r%ly, I am to request that you will state to the Marquess of Salisbury that the proposals

made by Lord Cromer were laid on'the 13th instant before a Conference consisting of repregon- : :
tatives of the Shipping Compani . A d Port O
" : {ads . : ‘ompanies mentioned To the Presidency Por! cer.
%111: g:il;:;llgg;gﬁt%ﬂgig&‘rgﬁagggggmnm in the margm, together with re resentativos of ‘ »  Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras.
The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. Lloy d? and of the 'l‘nnity H}éuse, with the

ollowing results :—

A light-vessel off Mocha was considered by all to be the most ressing n, AT
tions werge raised to the proposed position, southward of the town, 0111) the och?(:ixg:f A ‘{
An unanimous opinion was expressed in favour of a lighthouse being erected on Abu Alj or, |
if the site proved unsuitable owing to diffienlties of building, eto., it wag considered that a lig’ht: l
house on the Fast point of Jibbel Zugar would offer somewhat equivalent benefits to navigation
generally. If, however, it should prove impossible to overcome the difficalties attaching to the
v seleotion of a shore site, the Conference approved a position 81 miles north-east by east of Aby
Ali, and considered that a light-vessel in that Eosition would offer a certain degree of aid to
navigation, and would be, to that extent, preferable to having no light at all,
General disapproval was expressed of a light-vessel being moored off Ras Muteina, as it was
thought that its proximity to the Avocet Rook rendered the position unsuitable and detrimental
to safe navigation.
Lord Cromer’s despatch is herewith returned.

—

From Sir HORACE WALPOLE, K.c.B., Under Secretary of State for India, to the Under }
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, dated 2nd September 1897, No. 2263 R. & 8. |

I am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of

Mr. Villiers’ letter of the 12th ultimo, respecting the best means of lighting the Red Sea, and |
to inform you that Lord George Hamilton would be glad to learn in due course what further ;
steps have been taken in this matter, |
|

|

|

Fxd, T. K. Narayana Aiyangar.
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No. 152 Revenue, dated 9th September 1897,
From=The Rient HoNovraBLE Lorp Grorae Hamrnrow, Secretary of State for India,
To=His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council.

With reference to previous correspondence fe’rminating with. the le.ttor of Your Excel-

To Foreign Office, dated 5th August 1897 (2067). lency’s Government in the Finance and Commerce

From Foreign Office, dated 12th August 1897 (2263). Department, No, 169, dated 29tH June 1897, I

To, Foreign Office, dated 2nd September 1897. forward herewith for wour information copy. of
the papers noted in the margin relative to the lighting of the Red Sea,

No. R. and 8. 2067, dated 5th August 1897.
From—Sie A. Goorey, K.C.B., Under Secretary of State for India,
To—The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,

1 am directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward copy of a letter from the
, { PRV Government of India, with enclosures, concerning
i From India, No. 169, dated " the urgent necessity for additional lighthouses in

the Red Sea.

Sir Henry Anderson’s letter, dated the 6th April 18963 stated that Lord Cromer had
procured funds for three or four new llghthouses.m the Red Sea, but tnat. arrangements had
to be made with the Turkish Government apd with the Red Se;} Concessmnax're, M. Collas.
Lord George Hamilton directs me to enquire whether the project for erecting these four
additional lights has made any further progress since April 1896, and whether Her Majesty’s
Government see their way to pressing the matter on the Egyptian and Turkish Govern-

ments.

Dated 12th August 1897.
From—The Hox'sLE F. H. Virriers, Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
To—The Under Secretary of State for India.

In reply to your letter of the bth instant, inclosing copy of a despatch from the Govern-
ment of India with regard to the necessity for
Lord Cromer, No. 81 Commercial, additional lights in the Red Sea, and inquiring
Board of Trade, July 23rd. what progress has been made with regard to the
scheme for erecting three or four additionz}l lights,.I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbu.ry
to transmit to you, herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for India,
copies of correspondence, as marked in the margin, which shows the present position of the

matter.

Sir P. Currie, No. 46 Commercial,

No. 46-Commerecial, dated 27th May 1897.

From—Sis P. Corniz,
To—The Marquess of Salisbury.

On the receipt of Your Lordship’s despatch No. 86-Commercial of the 2nd April, re-
questing to be informed whether my Colleagnes had expressed any opinion respecting the
contemplated construction of lighthouses in the Red Sea, I address_ed to ?hem a second
circular pressing for an answer to the proposals made by me under instructions from Yoar
Lordship. . -

T have now been informed by the German Ambassador that Lis Government are prepared
to support the representations suggested in my circular. '

1 have not received any answer from my other Colleagues.

No. 31 Commercial, dated 9th June 1897,

From—DLord CroMER,
To—The Marquis of Salisbury, K. G., &e., &e., &e.

1 have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter which I have received from Morice Pasha
on the subject of the construction of lights in the Red Sea. Your Lordship will observe
that Morice Pasha suggests that two lightships should be located, ome near Mocha and the

L iyt 4
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other near Abu Ali. A light is, as Your Lordship is aware,
Island. Tt appears however that, owing to the depth of th
moored in this locality.

In view of the delays which have already occurred and the difficulty in the way of
coming to any other satisfactory solution of this question, I venture to think that the
suggestion made by Morice Pasha is well worthy of consideration. I conceive that if the
lights are placed outside the three-mile limit, the Government of the Sultan would have
no right to complain of a violation of territorial rights.

required on or near the Zubayr
e water, a lightship cannot be

: ‘Your_ Lordship will observe that Morice Pasha estimates the cost of three light vessels
(¢.e., two in use and ome in reserve) would be about £E. 37,000 or say £E. 40,000, The
cost of maintenance is estimated at £E. 4,120 a year.

Should Her Majesty’s Government approve of this plan, T would suggest that a Cir-
cular be addressed to the Powers inviting their co-operation in carry out the following
proposals :—

1. The Egyptian Lighthouse Administration to be entrusted with the establishment
of two lightships, one off Mocha and one off Abu Ali Both lightships to be placed outside
the three-mile limit, A third lightship to be held in reserve,

2. The cost of these operations, amounting to about £, 40,000 to be borne by the fund,
amounting to about £E. 70,000 which has acecumulated in consequence of the provisions of

the decree of 25th December 1894, (see enclosure to my despatch No, 1 Commercial of 2nd
January 1895). '

. 3. The unexpended balance of the fund amounting to about £E. 30,000 to remain
invested and held in trust by the Egyptian Government with a view to the construction
of further lighthouses at some later date.

4. Asregards the cost of maintenance the precedent set forth in Article 7 of the decree
of December 25th, 1894, may advantageously be followed, that is to say, it should be provided
that in settling the accounts between the Egyptian Government and the Caisse de la Dette
at the close of each year, the portion acerning to the Egyptian Treasury should be increased
by £E. 4,120 a year. I am informed that the Egyptian Government will be ready to
adhere to this proposal,

Dated 5th June 1897.
From—Moz1ice Pasma, Alexandria,
To—Lozrp CroMEg, G.C.B.,, etc., ete., ete.

I have for a long time seen the great necessity which exists for an increase in the lights
in the Red Sea, and I know that Your Lordship shares my opinion, and you have brought this
subject on many occasions before Her Majesty’s Government, but difficulties haye arisen
owing to the fact that it is proposed to erect lighthouses on Tarkish Territory,

Having studied this question, I have come to the conclusion (seeing the above-mentioned
difficulties) that under the circumstances there is nothing to be done but to substitute Float-
ing Light Ships in place of fixed lights on shore. I consider these would answer all purposes
and allow of the free and safe conduet of ships through the difficult channel between Mocha
and Abou Ail Island.

I have communicated with the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, London, and find
we can get similar Light Ships to those in use on the English Coast for £st, 12,050 in Eng.
land, complete, and we should require 3 of these one for Mocha, one off Abou Ali, and the
third would act as a spare Light Ship. I should say that we would be perfectly justified in
placing these vessels in the positions indicated, provided we go outside of the three-mile limit
from the shore.

I have given you a table explaining the cost and maintenance of these vessels as well as
a tracing showing the position I would propose placing them, and should Your Lordship
obtain from the Powers the necessary sanction for these Light Ships, you would confera great
boon on ships of all nations,

If these vessels are to ba constructed in Barope, it would be necessary that I should go to
see about the building, ete,, say for 2 or 8 weeks,

28,
Zebayer Island, South part of Red Sea,

I :annot recommend the placing of a Light Ship off here, the water being too
deep to moor a vessel; but I would recommend (when it can be done) that s Lighthouse be
placed on Rishah Island off the main land and South of Ras-el-Bayadh.

' G M.

.

3
MzeMORANDUM,
Cost of Lightship for Red Sea frqm Maintenance.
estimate obtained jfrom the Trinsty
House, London.
£ E. mm.
Trinity House, London £ st. 1 Master European (monthly) ... 17,000
rnity i F
Hull Composite 9,000 1 Mate Do. do. we 14,000
u om 'd ¥
Lighting Apparatus, outfit A 1 Seaman  Do. do. o 15000
and moorings M 1 Sarang, Indian  do. we 3,500
Try Signal (steam serow).... 1,500 1 Tindsl Do  do. .. 2,500
6 Lascars, £ E, 2 a month each .., 12,000
Cost of one vessel o 12,050 s
Three vessels ... 3 3 400
— Money in lieu of rations at 10d. a
% day each for Indians only - ... 11,000
Cost of three vessels s 36,150 s Tty
bringin,
Pr:i:':.}; e:l::e: fx;hil;':un g;ng For wages for one vessel e 71,000 iy
:z:ing Wal to ekt posx- 1,800 Do. three vessels 213,060
- Stores.
£ E.
Total ... 87,950 387,001,250 Oil and wick, monthly « 10,000
—_— Repairs to lamps ... w 5,000
Repairs to Light vesselseach ... 12,000
Total monthly for one vessel ... 27,000
Do. do. three vessels ... « 81,000
Total e s 294,000
£ E,
Yearly e 3,528,000
Extra cost of visiting steamer ., ks we 592,000
4,120,000

(Sd.) MORICE PACHA.

No. 6936-H., dated 23rd July 1897.

From—T. H. W. Prrrawm, Esq., Board of Trade, London,
To~The Under Secretary of State, Foreign Affairs.

I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
25th ultimo, in which you inclose a despatch from Lord Cromer on the subject of the cons-
traction of Lights in the Red Sea, in which His Lordship suggests that Light Vessels, instead
of Lighthouses, should be placed off Mocha and off Abu Ali at the cost of the accumulated
Egyptian Light Dues reserve fund, and that they should be maintained by the Egyptian

Government,

In reply, I am to request that you will state to .the Marquess of Salisbury that; the
roposals made by Lord Cromer were laid on the 13th instant before a Conference consisting
P BBl than, Wavisshion: omipany of representatives of the Shﬁppmg h,ompa,nles
g e g e s s i ioned in the margin, together with represen-
iental N tion C v. meptlone n gin, fogethe :
1'1"11:2 ol:;:il;l:ulsutrmxd zg:i::&n S&?&anﬁavigation tatives of Lloyds and of the Trinity House, with
Company. the following results.

ioht-vessel off Mocha was considered by all to be the most pressing need, and no
objecﬁo{:;g weZ: r(;isa d to the proposed position, Southward of the Town, on the Mocha
Shoal. |

imous opinion was expressed in favour of a Lighthouse being erected on Abu
Ali, otf iél ‘tlﬁ: ls[iri;e prolv)ed unsuitable owing to difficulties of building, etc., it was considered

e
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that a Lighthouse on the East point of Jibbel Zugar would offer somewhat, equivalent bn.ﬁu

to navigation generally. If however, it should prove impossible to overcome the difficulties ‘,Mf

No.4620-8,R,
attaching to the seloction of a shore site, the Conference a proved a position 3} miles northe

east by east of Abu Ali, and considered that a Light-vessel in that position would offer a cer. h o Indala.
tain degree of aid to navigation, and would be, to that extent, preferable to having no light :t ~ fovarnment of
an. / , £ x n ﬁPA,RT.rW'r
: . : CE and. COMMERCE NEPARIMENT,
General disapproval was expressed of a Light-vessel being moored off Ras Muteina, as it FLIAN .
3 . RIS . . p " i ) ; ? ] 0
mtt:}:lo:f B:f:h::;ga};;g:mxty to the Avooet Rock rendered the position unsuitable and detri. 8{mlay the Zﬂ‘ﬁlct oher 1897,
) \
Lord Cromer’s Despatch is herewith returned, / }J
No. 2263-R. and 8., dated 2nd September 1897. ‘ ‘Regd-~
From=—8tz Horacr WirLrore, k.c.5., Under Secretary of State for India, ; ] e
To==The Under Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs. D."p'”‘.l—"_ Prom thi { Saerqt ary of State ‘ for India Yo.l152 Revenus Y
‘ MI a‘zrnﬁiiregtfd by t?ehSecretl’lary of State for India in Council to acknowledge tlﬁa receip. i : b (ke e '
of Mr. Villiers’ letter of the 12th instant respecting the best means of lighting the Red Sea, : ember 189%7. . .
and to inform you that Lord George Hamilton would be glad to learn in tﬁne course what dated the #th Sept o
further steps have been taken in this matter, |
B
.‘ ‘
“
/ "! Ur'ce.;;uci that gopy of thoedespateh and of 'i L8 annsxucen ba
1
?‘A forwarded Lo the Sovernment of fHenpgal in eontinuation of the
| ' j1 eommiani eation from this Pepdriment Mo,.20635-8,R,, dates the 1ith Tuns
1R 1680% und with the request thal ‘eopy of the papers may be furnighed 1,
k) ¥
p q it the Bengal Chamber ¢f Cermerce,
%, i ’ ,
i s Ordered aleo that copy of the papors be eormunicated to Ghe
.. ) j gﬁf Government of Madras wiith peference to the lotteér thened Tou588Marin
? §| ] | dated the lst July 1897,
3 \ ~
5 g
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